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PREFACE. 


With a confiderable degree of anxiety the author 
at length delivers to the public candour the greatfcft 
labour of his life. 


The plan of this work being in fome refpedts new, 
jt may not be unneceflary to indicate the caufes of the 
arrangement. The charadters of the monarchs are 
delineated at the commencement, not at the clofe, of 
il.cir reigns; becaufe in the molt eminent hiftorical 
pMdu<Slions, when other perfonages afcend the fcene, 
they are thus introduced, and recommended to the 
reader’s attention, as he becomes more interefted in 
the events by a previous acquaintance with the adtors. 
In the other mode the mind feems to feel fome defe(5t 
in gratification, fome defire to reperufe the reign, in 
order to mark its correlpondence with the character : 
nor can any juft caufe be affigned why the princes 
lliould, in this refpedt, be diftinguilhed from the 
other chief perfonages. Nor is the private perfonal 
character of a monarch always to be difcerned in the 

public 
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public fortunes of his fovereignty, often the machina- 
tions of minifters and parties, though it doubtlefs 
have fuch influence as to deferve great attention ; and 
modern hiftory not permitting fuch variety of rhetoric 
and digreflion, as the ancient claffical models, affoiJ. 
it becomes the more important to preferve its legal 
wealth unviolated, and to diverlify the chronicle of 
wars and treaties by ethic portraiture, by delineations 
of meiv and manners. Yet in this arrangement of 
the characters it becomes indifjienfable, that the reign 
be firft compofed with complete candour, from the 
moll genuine and unbiafled fources, and meditated in 
all its relations of time, place, and circumllances, 
before a juft eftimate can be prefixed. 

Another novelty is the RetrofpeCt, interpofed at 
appropriated ejxjchs, of the ftate of the country in 
civilization, government, laws, taClics, agriculture, 
commerce, literature, and the arts, during a preceding 
period. The claflical page of hiftory, from the age 
of Herodotus to the lateft voice of expiring Rome, is 
illuminated with fuch refearches, though commonly 
prefen ted in the form of digreffions; but they are 
certainly deferving of a feparate and peculiar nich in 
the temple of memory. At the fame time it would 
be ralli too far to depart from the models venerated 

by 
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by the wifdom of ages; or to forget that the prefer- 
vation of national events is the allotted province of 
hiftory. Thefe (ketches muft therefore be kept in 
due fubfervience to the main deligny leaft by an in- 
-^dicious exuberance of extraneous matter the very 
nature and name of hiftory perifti ; and the grancleft 
records of human inftrudlion, the moft pleafing pages 
of general entertainment, become cumbrous volumes 
of reference, chained to the groaning (helves jof libra- 
ries. Sufficiently difficult, if performed with a due 
fenfe of its importance, is the talk of the hiftoriaii ; 
and he needs little to encroach on other departments 
of fcifence, upon which for him to dilate would be as 
abfurd as if he w«re to give the natural hiftory of the 
animals, and plants, of a kingdom. But wlicn rc- 
ftrided within proper bounds, and in fome imitation 
of claflical pradice, thefe (ketches may be regarded as 
not only among the moft inftru6tive and intcrefting 
parts of hiftory, but as an agreeable variety and re- 
lief from the lefs diverlified feries of modern events. 
The author was happy to find that his ideas on this 
topic completely correfponded with thofe of the late 
Mr. Gibbon, who was pleafed warmly to exprefs his ap- 
probation of this part of the plan, of its arrangement, 
and of the fpace allotted to it, as calculated, not to 
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encumber and opprefs the genuine province of hiftory, 
but to variegate, enliven, and adorn*. 

In the important and interefting divilion of Scotifli 
hiftory, now before the reader, no pioneer had arife/i 
to clear the way ; and the author foon found that the 
careleflhefs and inaccuracy, with which it had been 
treated, exceeded any previous expe6lation he could 
have formed. Scarce a ftep could be advanced, with- 
out fome doubt arifing in fadt, or in chronology, fo 
that the information of a paragraph is often the labour 
of a differtation. The moft Ikillful will be the firft 
to pardon any miftakes that may remain; and the 
candour of all is requefted for an attempt derived 
from fo many new fources, fo many manufeript mate- 
rials, that after every care, and attention, not a few 
errors may have efcaped notice. 

Had the author’s abilities been equal to his ambition, 
it was his object and wifli, to have rendered the work 


* Thcfc remarks may, at the lame time, anfwcr the queftion, why 
Dr. Henry’s plan was not followed : and as little would the author, though he 
warmly venerate the mutual- benefits of the union, be difpofed to imitate his 
example, in finking the hiftory of an independent, and moft memorable, king- 
dom, in that of a great neighbouring ftatc ; an injudicious mixture, produdlive 
of perplexity and confufion, while clear ideas can only be attained by feparate 
and diftindl views of their hiftory and antiquities. 
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fo complete a model of modem hiftory, fo perfpicuous» 
intcrefting, various, animated, and elegant, as to merit 
general approbation, as to appear on the toilette as 
well as in the library ; while at the fame time, the 
events, chronology, references, and appendixes, fliould 
prefent an exadlnefs impenetrate by the fliarpeft fpcar 
of the fterneft antiquary. Vain hopes ! His lefs fan- 
guine expeflations may yet claim the humble merits 
of patience and labour, the nurfeS not the parents of 
genius — may defeend from the impervious mountains 
of ability into the vale of accuracy. Yet even accuracy is 
not the meaneft merit of the hiftorian, though to attain 
it fomewhat too much may perhaps be found to be here 
facrificed,. in minute notes from diplomatic refources : 
but in excufe the reader will remember that this par- 
ticular divifion of the Scotifli hiftory had never before 
been attempted by any writer yerfed in common au- 
thentication, while Sir David Dalrymple, Dr. Robertfon, 
and other learned and able authors, have minutely il- 
luftrated the preceding and fucceeding periods. Such 
notes are not indeed intcrefting to the general reader, 
but they occupy little fpace — and the learned will not 
blame even a fuperftitious regard to accuracy and il- 
luftration, where much confufion and obfeurity had 
before prevailed : nor can the author be juftly cenfured 
for the cruel neceflity of being his own pioneer, of 
VOL. I. A proceeding 
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proceeding as in an American foreft, with moR cautious 
Reps through the fwamps, and earneRly clearing his 
way amid the brambles and thickets of perplexity and 
error. 

Not to mention the innumerable new materials ufed 
in the various reignsj that of James y, in particular, 
is almoR wholly composed from the original letters of 
the chief a^rs; and is perhaps the RrR attempt of - the 
kind in any language, a few references, to fuch docu- 
ments having hitherto fatisRed the ambition ; of truth 
and accuracy. On a con^arifon with prcc^ng ap^ 
counts, the reader will judg^ hpw nwcji, the -modern 
hiRory of all Rates might be, y^iRed^ and improved, 
by fuch a plan; and how many,groR errors. remain. in 
the moR celebrated pages of IRflory. The talk is in- 
deed laborious, but what , is , temporary labour when 
compared with eternal truth i , 


It is a trite remark that an, hiflorianrfliould belong 
to no fe<a, and no party with whatever feverity and 
modeRy he may eRimate his efforts, Rill his labours, 
however humble, muR in their very nature appeal to 
poRerity ; and to pollute his pages with the fadion of 
the day, would he to violate his own dignity, and re- 
ject his beR reward. This work, begun long before 

that 
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that €han|;te ^hich dpinibris? 

aMnmotibris in 'Eiittipe,' \liras tbrnpleted in ^ lilent iti- 
attentieMi-^' them; and every fcntinibrit ’^vould have 
been the fame, if the publication had taken place ten’ 
years ago. 

' Amid times bf fingula^ difficulty, amid obje<Sts of 
far fuperior importance^ IhouM th'efe vOKtmes be re- 
ceived with favour, it would be the iiuthbr’s ambition 
to complete his defign, by compofihg bn the fkine 
plan the Hiftory Of Scotland^ from the eariieft accounts 
to the acceffiOn of the houfe of Stuart. In twenty-four 
books, comprized in two fiinilar volumes^ for the do- 
cuments being more rare the divifions would be more 
brief, he would arrange the materizds contained in his 
Enquiry into the early part, and the fucceeding Annals 
of Lord Hailes, with numerous important additions and 
illuftrations. The materials for this part are nearly 
complete ; and it would give the author great fatisfac- 
tion to be encouraged in prefentirig at length an au- 
thentic and legitimate hiftory of his country, difen- 
cumbered from thofe clouds of fable and error, which 
have fo long expofed it to negledt or contempt. 

From the reign of Mary to the union of the crowns, 
and of the kingdoms, fo much has been done, that 

A 2 little 
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little it would feem remains for future labour. Yet the 
untouched manufcript materials might occupy two or 
three years in the perufal ; and perhaps not a few dif- 
covcries might be made by indefatigable afliduity. The 
heft form of fuch a work might be, one decade of 
hiftory to the union of the crowns, and one of annals 
to that of the kingdoms : any fucceeding events might 
appear in a chronological abftradt, at fufficicnt length 
to accompany the general hiftory of a kingdom. 

It only remains to admonifh the reader, before he 
proceed to the perufal of this work, that the letter O, 
prefixed to a reference, implies that the paper is the 
Original, either written or figned, fealed or di(ftated, by 
the party; and that C is the mark of a Copy, generally 
contemporary, always ancient. 
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BOOK I. 

CONTAINING THP: REIGN OF ROBERT it. 


Cnnjiderations m ike atcejjtoli ef ikk Heufe rf Stuart,, and its 
Jiate at the time — -chara^er of tiobirt It — ciaim of Doug/as — 
tranfatlions nvith Ftetnce dnd Englemd—^arliarnent — tvdr 
•With England-^Berwick taken ahd retaken — cx/icdition of 
Nottingham — incurfon's — truke — Lartcaftr in Scotland — 
league with France— fiarliiitneitt — French troafii arrive — tvar 
with England— expedition of Rickard // — Scots attack En- 
gland — battle (f Qtterhum — Fife regent— truce — death of 
Robert, 


T he acceflioil of the family erf” Stuart to the Scotifh throne 
deferves the particular attentbn of the hiftorian. Anfrong 
the maWy fairiilies, which have held the regal feeptre in the 
various kingdoms of Europe, none have been hailed with equal 
applaufe, none have encountered equal aiifthtoifity. This houfe 
being at the head of afFarri, when many viblent effervefcences 
of party arofe, the Ibber voice of candour has been drowned 
VOL. I. B- 
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in the tumult of numerous paitiians. Truth has fighcd when 
the beheld all the weeds of obloquy, and all the flowers of 
praife, heaped upon the &me monument. 

But the period is at length arrived, when the violence both 
of religious, and of political, party was to fuffer a confiderable 
abatement* When univerial right of confcience fliall order 
governments to refrain from the private bufinefs of the bofom; 
and thall render even the name of toleration ridiculous by tearing 
dowathe veil, which obfcured the moft facred prerogatives of 
mankind. When the interefted aims of antiquated parties were 
to become objects of equal negleft to enlightened nations, who 
began to fee that one party alone could ferve them, an union 
of the people againfl their corrupters and oppreflbrs. 

There is a gloomy bigotry in the fpirit of party which is 
inimical io realbn, and which clouds the ftinfliine of the mind. 
Abfurdity becomes as contagious as a peftilence ; and many 
tenets are objects of belief becaufe they are impracticable to 
argument. Hence we ceafe to wonder when we, behold the 
human character, fo variable in itfelf, and fo liable to every 
alteration of time and circumftance, fiippofed to be conftant 
and immutable in one family only. To the jaundiced eye of 
party the whole Houfe of Stuart became, as it were, one teft of 
political and religious opinion. Instead of granting, according 
to the dictates of reafbn and of fad, that the monarchs of that 
illuftrious family were as various in their characters, and conduCt, 
as thofe of any other genealogy, and country, faCtion has been 
fb abfurd as to form them into one houfe of fame, or difpraife. 
One character alone may indeed be afcribed to the whole fa- 
mily, in the facred term of unfortunate : and their proverbial 
misfortunes as often contradict the political maxim, that want 
of luccels is but another expreflion for defeCt of prudence, as 
they confirm the rigorous oblervation. If one other general 

remark 
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remark be allowed, it muft be, that moft of the princes of this 1371 
family were better qualified for the enjoyments and elegancies 
of private life, than for the toil and dazzling buftlc of royalty ; 
and had little of that tyrannic fplcndor which pleal'cs the people 
fo much, becaule they regard the monarch as the public repre- 
fentative, and exult when he fhews his fpirit by trampling upon 
them. A mild fbvereign may receive the appellation of a 
tvrant, from his yielding Ibme prerogatives, . and thus railing 
hope and refentment becaule he concedes not more; jvhile, 
with equal injuftice, a defpot may I'ecure popular applaule, 
becaufe his royal fpirit prcl’erves the tyranny in pure and un- 
corrupted pomp. To confirm this obfervation let the houfes 
of Tudor and of Stuart be compared. But after thefe prepa- 
ratory remarks, it is now proper to return to the immediate 
courfe of the narration. 

The feeptre of Scotland pafled to the family of Stuart at an 
Unfortunate period for the acceding progeny. Inftead of a 
new Ibvcreign who might intereft the wilhes of the nation, by 
the amiable and Iplendid promiles of youth, or excite its con- 
fidence and ambition by the fteady fpirit of middle age, the 
reins of government fell into a hand trembling under the weight 
of years. 

hi order to enable the reader to form juft ideas concerning 
this important event, it becomes neceflary to explain, as briefly 
as poflible, the origin, and progrels, of the family of Stuart ; 
and its a6hial condition when it alcended the Scotifh throne. 

The fables of adulation have now pafled away, and it is 
acknowledged that we have no certain evidence concerning 
this family, till the reign of David I, when Walter the Ibu of 
Alan appears as Steward ' of Scotland : and there is room to 

believe 

* DapifeTf a term fynonymous with Sentfchalcus^ in France as in Scotland ; 

Du Cange voce Sencfchalcus. The derivation of the latter v'ord is not clear ; 
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1371 believe ^lat this, geoealo^cal apf^Eation points to the noble 
y.fnj-nj ancient EngHih ^neuly of Fite Abn. Walter was fuc-i 
eeeded in his. high office by Alan his fon ; who was followed 
by the fbcond Walter. No aftion worthy of the hiftoric page 
is authentically recordedf of thele three : and the moft important 
intelligence, which we can obtain from their charters, is the 
lituation of their lands; which were chiefly in that weftern 
puomontory, waihed by the fertile and pifhirelque river Clyde, 
and now called the fhire of Renfrew, then, and flnee, the 
territory of the family, and power, of the Stewards*. A 
higher fate awaited Alexander, the fourth Steward of Scotland, 
whov united the adjacent ifland of Bute to his patrimony by 
marrying the beirefe; for in the year 1*55, he appears among 
the great nobles, who oppofed the exorbitant power of the 
Comyns ; and, three years after, is mentioned, as. one of the 

fdiak is a feiwant ; Aim/ebakw is the lervaat triw had the charge of the horfes ji 
but, Sme or Senet remains unexplained t it nay be from fean to fee* as infpe^or ; 
or from f^en a banner, (fee Lye Di^. Anglofax.) perhaps it is allied to fene.- 
fimtia, convivium, Du C. But the moft- plaufible etymology feems to arife 
from SenHt a chief heidfman, SemOtnf a herd, {Sthtuehxtr 'bmi Alp. 1 , 49,) as 
the wealth of early times conh^.of herds and flocks. The office is evidieat ; 
it was not only the chief of the houihold, but its power, from the confidence, 
acquired by that (latioti, extended to the coIleSion and management of the re- 
venue ; to the adminiftration of juliice ; and even to the chief direAton in war. 
During the reigns of the firfl 'mee of Fnnce, the Stewards are claiftd after the 
bjihops and counts: m the time, of the fccond race they foHovc the Qnutet 
Palatii: about the year 9^ they fucceeded to the extin^ilhed office of Mayors 
of the Palace. But the power was in France found too vaft for a fubjeA ; and 
in 1191 the dignity and emoluments began to be referred to the crown. The 
office was gradually fiibdivided into thofe of Great Mlafter of the Houfliold^ 
Conftable or commander in chief,, and High JuiVidaiy. Du CSnge, ib.. 

* Crawford's Hiftory of the fliire of Renfrew, and of the Houfe of Stuart, 
Edin. 17*0, folio, Paifley 1782, 410. Stewart’s Genealogical account of the 
Stuarts, Edin. 1739* 4^0. For the orij^n of the funily confult alfo the remarks 
of lord Hailes, Anoals.I, 358. 
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iregents of Scotland, during the minority of Alexander HI; 1371 
and, in 1 263, he commanded die Scotifh army at the conteft 
with the Norwegians near Largs’. James, the next High 
Steward, was alfo a regent of Scotland after the unhappy death 
of Alexander III ; Ihared the feme of Wallace in defence of 
his country, but foon abandoned him ; dten relumed the cha- 
racter and exertions of a patriot, and had the merit of being 
excepted in the amnefty of Edward I. His age alone teems 
to have reftrained him from affiftmg the early patriotic endea- 
vours of Robert I, for he died in 1309^ after a life of tixty fix 
years 

But the profperous fortunes of this houte moved in a yet 
hi^et progrets, when Walter, the fixth High Steward, ftrength- 
cned and adorned his country. One of the heroes who divided 
the danger, and the glory, at Bannoebum, his youthAil courage, 
and tried fidelity, were, the following year, rewarded with the 
large!! gift which a lubjeC! could receive, in his marriage with 
the only daughter of his fovereign. His valour, and his abi- 
lities, were confirmed in the public efteem by the defence of 
Berwick, and by his government of the kingdomrin conjunction 
with Douglas: and his early death was lamented by a grateful 
people ’. Robert, the feventh Hi^' Steward, was the only 

’ Crawf. 12. Stewart, 50. Dalrymple’s Annals. 1255,. 1258. For the 
battle of LargSi Fordun II, 98, who llyles the leader Alexander Stuart of 
Dundonald, great grandfon of Walter the firft Steward, and grandfather of 
Walter who married Marjory daughter of Robert I. Winton ms. 587, fays 
the, king commanded in perfon. The Norwegian accounts are filcnt concerning 
the Scotifh general. Crawford erroneoufly quotes Fordun, as afl'erting that the 
Steward was killed in the conflidl: by Stewart’s account, drawn from Sympfon’s 
Houfe of Stuart, Edin. 1712, 8vo, and Abcrcromby I, 451, he died in 1283, 
aged 69. 

* Crawf. 13—23. Stewart, 51. Dalrymple’s Annals ia86, 1297, 

* Crawf. 23 — 25. Stewart, 52 — ^54. Dalrymplc, Vol. II, paffim. He 
died in 1326. Dalr. II, 116. 
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1371 ilfuc of Walter and the princefs: and to him the crown of 
— Scotland was deflined to devolve. Diftinguiflied in early youth 
bv his conduct at the battle of 1 lalidon, bv his decilive exertions 
againll: Edward Baliol ; by the fiugular praife of being appointed, 
in conjunilion with Murray, go\fernor of Seotland, at the age 
of eighteen, he did not afterwards fruftrate the general ex- 
pedation I'wice foie governor of a fierce and high fpirited 
nation, he confirmed the claim of his birth by the tenor of his 
adtioii^ : and he afterwards afcended the throne, fully experi- 
enced in the duties of obedience, and the arts of command. 

The adual ftate of the family, when it became royal, claims 
our next attention. Rewards for fucceffive fervices of import- 
ance, and the dower of the princely bride, had encreafed the 
pofleflions of the Stuarts to a great number, and extent, in 
various regions, both in the weftern and eaftern parts of Scot- 
land \ Had the territories of Douglas been as detached as 
thofo of Stuart, that name had never become formidable to 
the crown : but chance, and not defign, feems to have prefided 
in this diftant allotment. The title, and office, of High Steward 
had fucceeded, in France, to the fopremacy of the Mairs of 
the Palace : and in that, and other, countries were foon found 
too lofty for the ambition of a fubjedt : hence it is not matter 
of I'urprize that no territorial dignity was annexed to this dif- 
tindlion, till the year 1359, when the earldom of Strathern 
devolv ing into the hands of David II, was by him conferred 
on Robert, afterwards his fuccefifor *. But, in 1258, Walter, 
a cadet of the family, had become Earl of Menteith, by 

® Cravf. 26. Stewart, 55. Dalr. II, 165, 174, 175. The Steward was 
folc regent 1338 — 1341, and 1346 — 1357. Dalr. II, 202, 221. 

^ Crawf. palTiin. 

* Crawf. 26. Additional Cafe of the Countefs of Sutherland by Sir D. Dal- 
rymplc, 1770, p. 55. 
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wedding the heirefs ’ ; and Sir John Stuart of Bonkill, another 13 
cadet, was by David II created Earl of Angus ; and he and 
his heirs held the eftate, while the brnfravilles of England 
grafped at the title for many generations Robert, the 
Steward, had but one brother. Sir John Stuart of Railftoun, 
the only iflue of his father’s pofterior marriage with a filler of 
Graham of Abcrcorn ‘ ; and this brother fleeps in the filent 
ihades of heraldry : but the family, by the extent of their 
poifellions and connexions, wanted not power to fupport their 
juft title to the throne. Of all the great Scotilh families that 
of Douglas alone feems to have been equal, and perhaps fu- 
perior, in power. The fucceflbr to the feeptre was alfo for- 
tified by a numerous progeny, ready to aflert and to perpetuate 
his claim. By his firft wife, Elizabeth daughter of Sir Adam 
More of Rowallan, he had his fucceffor John lord of Kyle, 
created Earl of Carrie by David II ; Walter earl of Fife ; 
Robert, by marrying an heirefs of his own femily, Earl of 
Menteith, afterwards Earl of Fife likewife, and Duke of Al- 
bany ; and Alexander of Badenoch Earl of Buchan : befides 
fix daughters, united to the powerful families of March, Lyon 
of Glamis ’, Hay of Errol, Mac Donald of Hay and the Ifles, 
Douglas of Nithfdale, Lindfay of Glenelk. Nor was his 
I'econd wife, Euphemia Rofs daughter of tlic Earl of Rofs, 
unproduftive of additional fupports to his family, in David 
afterwards Earl of Strathern; and Walter lord of Buchan,, 
Karl of Athol and Caithnefs, and of Strathern upon his bro- 
tlier’s death, but to be in a future period branded as the mur- 

* Crawf. II. Stcwait, 49. Sutherland Cafe, 14 — 18,. 

* Crawf. 13. Stewart, 150. Sutherland Cafe, ii. 

* Crawf. 25. Stewart, 54. 

* In the fccond year of this reign the Thamige of Glamis was granted to Jofm 
Lyon; the relevium loL. Scotftarvet's Calendars, Harl. 4609, f. 109. 
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1271 derer of James I; aod in four daughters, the elder of whom 
afterwards wedded James earl of Douglas; while the three 
others were joined to Keith a Ton of the marlhal, and two 
knights Logan and Sw inton The attachment of Robert to 

the feir fex allb appeared from his natural iffue by his concu- 
bines, among which fix fbns aie noted by genealogies; and 
the Stuarts of Bute, Cairney, and others, are of their de- 
iceitdants It was certainly fortunate for the acceding family 
that it pofTefTed fuch internal ftrength at this crifis ; but this 
chance was overbalanced by peculiar diiadvantages. 

The King was advanced to his fifty fifth year ‘ ; and the 
weaknefs of his reign fiifficiently tcflifies that age began, and 
continued, to freeze abilities, which had formerly flowed in a 
(deu' and copious ilream. His eldefl fon and heir, the Earl 
of Carrie, had been maimed by a horfe % and was lame and 
weak in body, and of no power of intellefl. A perfbnal de* 
formity, whacb often arouics fuperior i^irit in an individual, is 
pernicious to princes, in whom not a defed, but a fuperiority, 
of dignky is matter of a general expedaition, fb deeply rooted 
in our natetre^ that iavage nations often appoint tlieir fovereignS 
only from fuperior pcr&nal appearance. Tins remark mull 
allb be. applied to Robert 11 himfelf, whoife eyes, disfigured by 
imfhimination, diigufted the beheddeta*. Humanity would 

pals 


* Crawf. 28 — 30. Stewart 56 — 58. 

* CrawL 30, 31. Stewart 58 — 60, “ Bel chevalier etoit, et avoit unze 
fife," fays Froiflhrt of Robert IT. Tome I, f. v. 256, edit. 1518. 

‘ He was bom on the 2d of March 1316. Dale. II, 65. 

* Fordun II, 414. The rebelGeinr llectl> belonged to Sir James tHniglas of 
Dalkeith, ** Johannes Conies de Carrik, ex percaffioOe' e^i Dbmini Jacobi 
Douglas de Dalkeith, quafi claudus eileAus.’’ 

*• Fwiflact il, f. *77; The ms ffib. Rbg. r8 E i, reads, *• Or fcn vint le 
roy Robectd>’£]c<>di^qui eflolt ung ben'faemtne, a‘ tout ungs-'rott^ yeufe 
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pafs fuch topics, did not lb much of human hiftory depeiui on 1571 
the flighteft qualities, or defedb of princes. wy-. 

The perfon of Robert II was however large and majeftic 
The qualities of his mind it is difficult to mark with precifion. 

The difeafe of his eyes ieems to have induced a defire of pri- 
vacy, and age a propenfity to indolence, and the indolent are 
always ruled by thofe around them. War he Ihunned, and 
declined the laborious office of a general ; but the leaders whom 
he appointed were well cholen and fuccelsful. In the, more 
difficult and more truly glorious arts of peace, he is intitled to 
confiderable praile. The terrors of juftice he knew how to 
deal impartially to the guilty, while he opened every gate of 
proted:ion to the innocent. His actions proceeded in a folid 
and rational tenor ; and his promiie was the exa6t ftandard of 
his performance. Intenud difeords his equity appealed; and 
though his own age, and the infirmity of the apparent heir, 
rendered his reign feeble, yet his wildom prevented it from 
being unfortunate. In a word he is little known to hifiory, 
becaule he was a good king, and a good man. 

Upon tlie death of David II the Hates of the kingdom af> Feb. 
fembled at Lithgow ; and their determination appeared una> 
nimous in the appointment of Robert as luccefibr to the vacant 
throne But a fudden cloud arole, which threatened all the 
Horms of civil war. William Earl of Douglas unexpe£ledly 
claimed the crown, as uniting in himlelf the dubious preten- 
Cons of Corny n, and the Iblid title of Baliol. Yet the claim 
was no fooner made than withdrawn. Our elder hiftorians. 
aflert that the ftrong interelb of the Earb of Dunbar and 

rebrachies. Us icmbloient de cindal.” They were red like Tandal-wood ; hence 
his vulgar epithet of blear eye, or watery eyes. Oalr. II, 279 ; but ungs is 
not em, iee the Glofl*. du Rooiaa de la Rofe. 

* Fordun, II, 383. ■ Fordun, II, 382. 
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1^71 Murray, and the yet ftronger of Sir Robert Erikine, kcepei of 
'*“v— ' the caftles of Dunbarton, Edinburgh, and Stirling, appearing 
decided for the Steward, induced Douglas to refign his ex- 
pedation ; while the hiflorian of the houfe of Douglas aferibes 
the defertion of the claim to its own friends Pretenlions, 
which now flrikc as vague or ufurpativc, might not wear that 
appearance in an age when the rights of fuccefiion were fluc- 
tuating and undetermined. But prudence certainly did not 
confpire with ambition upon this- occaiion, for no pre\ ions 
concert appears, no conciliation of intcreft; and the claim can 
only be recommended as a fubje£f of fpcculation. Had Rt)bert 1 
united his houfe to that of Douglas, the prol'perity of Scotland 
might perhaps have been more ample under a family tluit, 
though flibjc6t, Ihcwed a regal fpirit ; that in war boaAs u 
genealogy of heroes ; and that happened to have few of thofe 
minorities, which harraffed the kingdom under the Stuarts : 
but in the more ufcful honours of peace the latter familv leem 
to have been far fuperior, and by their merit alone better de- 
fer\ cd the feeptre. 

Robert, attended by the flates, proceeded to Scone, w here he 
iVIiircTi was crowned with the ufual ceremonies ' ; and, to t'cttle the 
fucceffion, a folemn .aft was pafl'ed by the king and Ihitcs, de- 
claring John Earl of Carrie, and Steward of Scotland, un- 

‘ Fordiin, II, 382. Winton ms. 818. Hume’s houfe of Douglas, I, 
160 163. 

^ I'oidiin, II, 383, fays on the 25th March; but the ms. Records 4to, in 
?l.e St;:tc Pdper OlTioe, iix tlic 26th March, and a«ld ih:it Landcl bifhop of St, 
Aiuiiews odlcbU’d. Next day the klnc;, Htiing “ fiiper moiitem dc Scone,” on 
t|)C‘ moot-hill of Sv:one, accordinti; to cullom received tlie homage of the bilhops 
iind peers; among the latter arc only enunicralcd John ear! of Carrie Sic ward 
of Scotland, Wiiliain carl of Douglas, the carls of Strathern, Mar, and Men- 
iciih. All paid homage, and took oath of fidelity, except the bilhop of Dun- 
blane, and Archibald Douglas, who only took the oath. tbid. fol. 58. 
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cloubtcd and apparent heir of tlic kingdom \ 'Jo conciliate 
his cldcll: fon was honoured \\'ith the luiiul of' h'Ai- 
phemla, the King’s daughter: and to procure time and oppor- 
tunitv to win the public conlldencc, before engaging in difficult 
and important affairs, it was relolvcd rellgioufly to obt’erv c the 
truce concluded with England, two years before, for the term 
of fourteen years, and the ffated payments due for the rani'om 
of the preceding monarch \ At the lame lime, in order to 
convince France that a change of politics had happened upon 
the acceffion of the new family, the treaty with that country 
was renewed ; and it was I'pecially ff ipulated that, in cafe of 
a competition for the Scotiffi crown, the King of France Ihould June 
withftand any hhigliffi* influence, and Ihould lupport the deter- 
mination of the llatcs of Scotland 

Another 


^ Extra6l of this aft, Abcrcr. II, i6y. The aft irfelf, Hay’s Vinci, of EL 
More, j>. 1 1 5. On the 3ci of the enfuing May, in a privy council held at Edin- 
burgh, (prcfcni biihop of St. Andrews, carls Douglas and Carrie, Byggar the 
chancellor, Sir Robert Erfkinc chamberlain, James Douglas, Hugh dc J'^glin- 
ton, John Lyon keeper of the privy feal,} orders were ifhzed concerning the 
royal hoiifehold, domains, and cables, “ per modiim qui in alio Regiftrr), fado 
fijpcr ordinationibiis cl fadis lalibus non perpetuis, continetur.’* 410 RcgilL r, 
fol. V. 58. Tlic prefervation of this invaluable volume leads us deeply to regret 
the lofs of the others. 

* Sec fcvcral commiflions, and acquittances, of 1371 and 1372, in the 410 
Rcgiltcr, fol. 32—35. 

^ Eordun, II, 392 — 395 : this chapter is tranfpofed, but Bowar, the arranger 
of Eordun s materials, is a bad chronologcr, a charge incident to all our hiUorians 
including Buchanan. 

Eordun gives a tranflation of the treaty in latin. A copy of the French ori- 
ginal may be feen in the 4to Regifler, lol. 66 — 68. Robert’s conimiffion is 
dated at Scone, 31 March 1371, regni i. The alliance was conclude! ut Vin- 
cennes 30 June 1371 ; and was ratified by Robert at Edinburgh 28 Od. If is 
remarkable that this treaty bears to be formed witli Uie KoLs cl rouumc d Ef- 
* oce, ct cooimunautc d’Efcoce.’’ 
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1371 Another claufe in the (ame treaty had efFefts apparently not 
forefeen, and certainly not wiihed nor intended. It was agreed 
reciprocally that the fubje^ls of the allied powers Ihould not 
ferve in the Englilh armies ; and different Scotiih men, who 
had, toward the end of the preceding reign, entered into them, 
in confequence withdrew. This circumftance was confidered 
as an indention of war ; and, joined with the jealoufy natu- 
rally arifing from the renewal and amplification of the treaty 
between Scotland and France, induced the Englifh monarch 
to ufe caution and vigilance ; and he iflued a mandate to the 
1^72 bifhop of Durham, ordering that all capable of arms, in the 
north of England Ihould hold themfelves in readinefs to oppofe> 
any Scotifh invafion 

But to filch a weaknefs had the illuftrious reign of Edward III 
filleii} and fb dilbrdered was the machine of his government, 
that from this period to his death, five years after, it is impoffible 
to pronounce from his difpofition that there was peace, or from 


In the fame Regifter, fol. 68, are prererved the Tecret articles, dated 30 June. 
Charles V engages to perfuade the pope to declare the truce between England 
and Scotland void and null; to pay 100,000 nobles towards difeharging the 
ranfom of David, or a larger Aim if neceflary to defray it totally; and the 
100,000 nobles, even if not due, towards the expence of a war with England. 
Before Scotland fliall commence hoAilities, France is to fupply armour for 500 
Scotiih knights and fquires, and for 500 JdrgmUt and is to pay the wages of this 
thuiifand for two years; the knight to have 3 fols, the fquire 18 ckniers, the 
arthier 9 deniers d’eilerlings a day, all paid by the year in advance. France is 
alfo to fend at her expence 1000 men at arms to Scotland, and to continue the 
fublidy as the war may demand : the payment to commence at Bruges, half a 
year after the rupture of the alliance with England. But Robert, naturally 
addided to peace, and who faw the impolicy of commencing hoAilities at the 
accclBon df his family t6 the throne, appears never to have accepted or ratified 
thefe private articles. 

* Rymer VI, 713. The al&ir of Roxbuigh, which happened in 1377, is 
ertoneonfly dated this year by our unchrdnological writers, 
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his exertion that there was war, between the two kingdoms, 1372 
The Scotilh king endeavoured to cultivate peace by attentive 
payment of the ranfom, though the Englifli fovereign continued 
to deny his title, and only condelcendcd to ufe that of “ moil 
noble and potent prince our dear Couiin of Scotland and 
•when difpofed to war, “ our adverfary of Scotland But 
in this reipeft a iimilar condu£l to the French monarch afforded 
precedent, and coniblation. 

In a memorable parliament, held at Scone, committees * Mar. 
were, in imitation of the parliament aifembled by David II in 
his fortieth year, appointed for the general admin iftration of 
juftice; and lords of the articles were choien. The chief 
ilatutes are, that no afTeffors be permitted to lit in the royal 
council, that no horfes be fold into England, though cattle and 
iheep may ; money exported is to pay forty pence in the pound. 

No iherif, ferjand, or mair^ is to require prefents, or remififion 
of debt. No mandate againil the common courle of law is to 
be obeyed, under whatever fcal it may be iifued. And a long, 
and fevere, ordinance is enabled againil murderers, and their 
abettors ’. '' 

• Rymcr VI, 72+. VII, 673, &c, 

® 4.to Regiiler, fol. v. 58, f. v. 60: the firft reference bears the firft year of 
Robert’s reign, the laft, the fecond ; the parliament continuing to lit after the 
26th March, the date of his accelTion. See alfo Skene’s edition of the ftatutes 
of Robert II ; but he erroneoufly dates them the 2d of May Z372, inftead of 
the 2d of March. The carl of Carrie, as Steward, or as High Judiciary, was 
fworn to enforce the ftatutes ; and the carls, barons, and burgelTes to obferve 
them. Skene, ib. the Rcgider is defe£live, two pages being left blank. But 
it prefents curious preliminary notices concerning the committees of juftice, and 
the lords of the articles, confeffedly appointed in imitation of the parliament 
1370. Some of the burgelTes fummoned were abfent, from contumacy,*” or 
rather negled \ a common grievance^ which induced James i to order them to 
chufe delegates. 
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1 373 The attention of Robert was again directed to the fucceflioii 

Apr. 

ill a parliament held at Scone. It was provided that, fail- 
ing John Earl of Carrie and his heirs, Robert Earl of Fife 
and Menteith, Alexander Lord of Badenoch, David Earl of 
Strathern, and Walter afterwards Earl of Athol, Ihould, in 
this order of birth, and their heirs, wear the diadem in cafe 
of the failure of immediate heirfhip in any predeceflbr This 
aft was prudent in one point of view, as calculated to ftrengthen 
the fuccelfion, and guard againft civil war ; but, in another, as 
the apparent heir was infirm, and had no children at the time, 
it perhaps lent a lanftion and fupport to the ambition of the 
fccond Ion, which had Inch violent efFefts in the following 
reign. 

A few fucceeding years muft have been peaceful and happy, 
for they fupply no materials to hiftory *. 

» 377 But a greater order of affairs opens upon us, when Richard II 
fiiccceds to the Englifh throne. Two wars, pregnant with 
various and important events, diftinguifh the latter part of 
the reign of Robert 11 ; and it is the not unufeful province of 
hiftory to delineate hoftilities in particular, as calling forth 
the greateft exertions of charafter and talents, and as lafting 

• Regiftcr fol. 63, 1373 regni 3 : the a£t ftylcs them fons of the king, “ e* 
fiia prima et fecunda iixore f ’ and, forgetting the foie claim of the houfe of 
Stuart, it ftigmatizes female fucceflion as dangerous. In the fame Regiflier^ 
fol. V. 63, appears a deed by the carl of Douglas, 26 April 1373, narrating that 
the king had granted him a free-port at North Berwick, but the gift being found 
injurious to others, he abandons it. 

• In the 4to Rcgifter, f. 4, is a notarial copy^of an inftrument, Paris 31 Jan, 
* 37 +» ptirporting that as Margaret Logy, calling herfclf queen of Scotland, 
had commenced a procefs at Rome, the French king, on warm remonflrances 
from Robert, engages to defire the pope to recall the fentences pronounced. See 
Dalr. Ann. II, 264, whence it appears that the legality of her divorce from 
David II was the queflion. 
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beacons to warn mankind againfl the danger of war their 1377 
greateft enemy. v— 

An officer of the Earl of March was flain by the Englilh at 
Roxburgh, then in tlicir pofleffion ; and the Earl, after a vain 
demand of fatisfadion, attacked, ravaged, and burned the 
town, during a fair, and glutted his followers with flaughter, 
revenge, and fpoil. The Engliffi borderers retaliated on the 
lands of Sir John Gordon, who entering England was encoun- 
tered by Lilburn, whom after a defperatc affray he defpted 
at Carham h Thefe border tumults were at length rendered 
relpe£table by the interference of the Earl of Northumlxirland. 
Arming ten thoufand men he proceeded to ravage the lands of 
March for three days, and returned with confiderable booty ♦. 
Excited by this fuccefs the Northumbrians, under ffime infe- 
rior leader, invaded the weft marches of Scotland; but met 
with a different reception, few of them efcaping to tell the 
fate of the reft And, if we credit an Englilh hiftorian, the 
government of his country, alarmed at this misfortune, lent 
Edmund Mortimer Earl of March to treat with the Scots, on 
the uffial day for fettling the difputes of the marches ; and the 
truce was renewed with reluftance, and for a Ihort time*. 
Commiffions for compromifmg thefe diforders were however 
iffued by Richard II, on the twenty feventh day of September 
this year, and on the firft of January following ^ 

The revenge of an individual contributed ftill further t(i 
deftroy any remaining harmony between the two nations. 

* Winton ms. 819, 820. Fordun, II, 383. Walfingliam hifl, p. 197, and 
Ypodigma Ncuftriae, 136, fixes the date, carclcfsly omitted by the Scotifh com- 
piler, whofe chronology is confufion it fell. 

* Waif. ib. Otterbourn, 148. Fordun, 385, fays the Englifli cavalry were 
difperfed in the night by youths armed with rattles, and a rout enfued. 

* Waif. 214. * Waif. 214. * Rymcr VII, 174, 183. 
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1378 Mercer a ScptiOunan, commanding a fmall fleet of Scotifli 
French and Spanifli veflels, iuddenly difplayed his motley 
fquadron before Scarborough, and captured fome valuable 
Engliih (hips of merchandize, becaufe that his &ther, a 
wealthy merchant refiding in France, had been taken at fea 
by fome Northumbrians, and imprifoned at that pface. The. 
father was a man of importance at the French court, efteemed 
by Charles the Wifcii &nd his advice followed in many points 
detrimental to the Engliih, and advantageous to the French, 
commerce. Walflngluun exprefles ututfle^led coiicern that the 
Earl of Northumberland had executed juftice in foon delivering 
him without ranibm ; for, adds he, if he had been ranibmed 
by the common rviles he nught have enriched the king, and 
kingdom, with inefliinablo wealth*. But though the elder 
Mercer had been delivered, it would a|>pear that his ihips and 
cargo were not ; and that retaliation confpired with revenge 
to excite his Ion to this enterprize. The young man, boafting 
of the exploit, continued to keep the lea, as defying the ma- 
ritim power of England; till John Philpot, a we^thy and 
ingenious merchant of London, flung with the dilgrace ofiered 
to the commerce of his coundy, fitted out ihips of force pro> 
yided with one thouiand men, railed at his own expence, who 
aflkulted and took Mercer, his newly acquired prey, and fifteen 
Spaniih ihips which aififled him *. The Duke of Lancafler, 

' ** Nam fi r^emptus fuilTet captivorum more, regem et return ineitima« 
bill pecunia divites efieciflet." p. 212. 

It was apparently on this occafion that a letter was written to the Engliih 
king, by iIk earl of Douglas and Mar. It terms John Mercer, mon 
homme and fays he was detained though call on ihore, amtraiy to the great 
truce : Mr. Thomas Mercer, mon clerk," is alfo mentioned as captured. 
See it in that treafum of origuial pieces, Vefp. F. VII, f. 34. 

* Waif. 213. 
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wlio Iw'aycil the councils of the young iMiglifli monai ch, rather i 
cheeked than applauded the fpiritof IMiilpoU andconimillioncrs ^ 
were appointed to treat with thoj'c of Scotland concerning -n Od. 
peace 

It is difficult to difeover the real pretext, or occafion, of the 
caj)ture of the calf le of Herwick hv the Scots this year; and N.«’. 
the events of this period are not a little embroiled by various and 
difeordant accounts. According to the old Knglilh and Sccjtilh 
writers, this breach of the truce arofe from the ralhnefs of a 
few borderers ‘ ; but, if u e believe I'Voifliirt, it was the con- 
lequence of a war, commenced by the determination of the 
Scotilh government. 1 his laft account we are difpofed to 
follow ; and to infer, from the narrative of it’s author, that, 
the counfcls of b'rance, which aimed to divert the attention 
of Richard II from the ambitious views of his grandfather, 
had a fliare in ftimulating the Scots, already Ifung with repeated 
inlults, to regard the dubious truce in the fame light with the 
luiglilh, and to break it when it fuited their convenience 
'I’hc French hiftoriau informs us, that, by direction of Robert II, 
and his council, a fmall army was ordered to meet on the 
Ixirders under the command of Douglas, Murray and Mar. 

While this hoft was gradually alTembling, an cfquire, named 
Alexander Ramfay, proceeded with forty companions to Her- 
wick. Sending a fpy to difeover the ftate of the caftle, it was 
found that there was no water in the ditches, and no guard on 
the walls. Ramfay and his followers immediately planted 
ladders, fcaled the walls, and came to the keep, where the 


* Rymcr VII, 206. 

* Waif. 222, 223. Ypod. 136. Otterbourn, 148. Fordun, II, 391. 

’ Mezeray, Abr. Ill, 98, relates that the Soots now broke the tnice with 
England, indigated by advantages which he mentions, and which correfpond 
with the fecret articles ef 1371. 
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commander was in bed, it being apparently early in the day, 
and he was killed in attempting to elcape. An alarm being 
given the governor of the town ordered the flop and pillars of 
the drawbridge to be deflroyed; and upon the aflailants finding 
that they could not pals, the governor and his people fhouted 

Are you there? Remain where you are. You fhall not 
cfcape without our permiffion.” Ramfay refolved to wait for 
fuccour from the army, for Douglas had already marched from 
Dalkeith to Dunbar 

Meanwhile the Earl of Northumberland fiimmoned his array 
to Berwick ; and with ten thoufand men befieged the caftle, 
and began a mine. The Scotifh barons refolved to raife tlie 
fiege : and Archibald Douglas, a relation of Ramfay, advanced 
with a chofen party ; but found the Englifh too numerous, and 
was forced to retire; upon which the caftle was taken by 
afFault, and all the Scots flain, except Ramfay who yielded to 
Lord Percy 

The Earl of Nottingham joined Northumberland, and they 
refolved to fight the Scotifh army if it advanced againft them, 
or, if not, to ravage the fbuthern parts of Scotland. A 2iarty 
of three hundred lances and as many archers was detached, 
under Mufgrave the governor of Berwick, to Melrofe, while 
the reft of the Englifh army advanced to a hamlet near Rox- 
burgh where the Scots lay. Mufgrave fent two fquires to 
explore the enemy, who were taken, and difeovered the 
Englifh fituation and defigns ; upon which the Scots refolved 
to furprize Mufgrave, and marching immediately arrived near 
Melrofe at midnight ; but a tempeft of wind and rain blowing 
in their faces, they could hardly withftand it’s force, and wan- 

♦ FroilTart, Tome II, fol. v. 6, edit. 1518, 410. 

* Ibid. f. V. 8. The whole account is compared with the ms. in Bibl. Reg. 
18 £ 1. 
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tiered from their way. Halting under a wood, ai^d making * 57 ^^ 
fires, they remained till dawn, when the temped abated ; and, 
as thev were forced to forage, they Itad fomc fkirmilhes witit 
Mufgraxe’s men who were alike employed; and he determined 
to advance to the right, in order to join the Englilh army, but 
the Scots amounting to feven hundred lances, and two thon- 
liind uncouthly armed, lay in the wood, and intercepted his 
progrelk A conflift being unavoidable Douglas, according to 
the cuftom of the times, knighted James his fon, and t^ohert 
and David, two Tons of the king : the battle was quickly ile- 
cided ; Archibald Douglas, lighting on foot, and u ickling a 
Iword of enormous length which another man could hardly 
have held, made great flaughter: Mufgravc, his fon, and many 
knights, and (quires were taken. I'hc Scotilh army retired 
towards Edinburgh with their captives, while Northumberland 
and Nottingham could not purfue them, bccaufc of tlic tern- 
pefhious fealbn of the year, and were forced to return, and 
dilmil's their men, while the Scots were rejoicing and ranfom- 
ing their captives at large lums''. Such is in ab/lraid the 
account of Froiflart, whofe native fimplicity, and particularity 
of detail, lead, whenever he is followxd, into fome length of 
narration ; bvit it is hoped, not unpleafing, as it paints the 
fpirit and manners of the times. The Scotifli chronicles im- 
pute the defeat and capture of Mufgrave to Sir John Gordon ; 
and inform us, that Johnfton, and others, tliftinguilhed them- 
felves in (kirmifhes with the Englilh upon the weftern marches 

Though a peftilcnce now raged in England, the Scotilh 1379 
borderers continued their inroads, with the ufual barbarity of 
marauders accuftomed to rapine and cruelty *. 'I'hc embar- 

raffing 

* FroiflTart, ib. ’’ Fordun, 11 , 385. Winton, 822. 

• Waif. 234. This hiftorian, warmly prejudiced againd the Scots, ftyles 
them, “ humatii generis inimici,” and depidts their cruelty in glaring colours. 
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79 raffing affairs of the Duke of Bretagne the Engliffi ally, and 
'"~'an inJccifion which Iccms to have prevailed in the councils of 
Richard II at this period, confpired with the peliilcncc to 
prevent any cxertitm to retaliate ; as the latter calamity was 
a fufficient barrier againft any important expedition of the 
Scots. 

But in the next year a Scotiffi vcffel, worth feven thoufaiul 
marks, being taken by Englifh fhips from Hull and Newcaffle, 
the Scots, enraged at the lofs, entered England under the Earl 
of Douglas; and piercing Cumberland and Weftmoreland, drove 
from the foreft of Inglewood forty thoufand domellic animals 
of different kinds, which a party conducted to Scotland 
Douglas with twenty thoufand men furrounded the town of 
Penrith by night, during a fair ; ravaged, and burned it, and 
loaded his army with Ipoil. Returning by Carlifle they in- 
tended to attack that city, but learning that the northern 
counties of England were armed, and advancing, the Scots 
determined to fecure their prey, with which they were too 
much incumbered to fight with advantage, and continued their 
march to their own country The peftilence had not quite 
abated, and it’s importation revenged the enemy for their lofs ; 
this being the third great attack of this calamity in Scotland, 
and in which not Icfs than one third part of it’s people is laid 
to have perifhed *. 

He Cays that they cv«n played at foot-ball with the heads of the flaughtertd 
Eiiglidi, and left the north of England a defert ; (fee alfo the Yptxl. 137.) Tliey 
eairicd off even fwinc, an animal formerly always left by them: nor, it may 
be added, are the common people of Scotland yet reconciled to it’s tife. To 
preferve thenifelvcs from the plague, which the Englifli faid God in his grace 
had Cent for their repentance, the Scots ufed this prayer in their own idiom, 

“ Gode and Saint Afiingo, Saint Romayn and Saint Andrew, Jthield us this day fn 
Gaddis grar,’, and the fault death that Englijhmen dim upon." Ib. 

• Waif. 3+9. Otterb. 152. • Ibid. Fordun, IJ, 391. Winton, 833. 

* Furdun, ib. Winlon, 825. 
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The Earl of Northumberland meditated an active reventre, 
till he was pre\cnted bv an unexpeded order from the king 
to defer the matter to the determination of the next tolenin 
d:n for the alKiirs of the marciies But llfteen htmdred 
Englifli, chiefly ot' Cumberland, advanced into Scotland with 
• fire and fword, till falling into an ambulcadc of five hundred 
foes, on difiidvantagcous ground, many were llain, or drow ned 
in the Solway in their flight, and I'ome vv ere made cajuives \ 

Happy it is for the two kingdoms, intended by their iitiiation 
for perpetual union, that thole unccafing inroads, dcIlruCtivc 
of cultivation and of trade, and which enriched the idle and 
the Irad at the expence of the good and induArious, now only 
harrafs the march of the hiAorian ; who loA, as in the moving 
fands of a defert, lighs for the pleafing landfcapc of peace, or 
the grandeur of fome important feene. 

I'he Duke of LancaAer, who managed the councils of his 
fovcrcign, had aAlimed the title of King of CaAilc ; and de- 
termined to profccutc his pretenfions to that kingdom, arifing 
from his marriage with the daughter of Peter the cruel, by 
afllAing the Portugueze againA the reigning prince It was 
important to his purpole that a truce flwuld be cAabliAicd with 
Scotland, cither by the terrors of a decifive war, or by the 
conciliating relpcfl of an honourable embafly : and he rcfoivcd 
to be himfelf the bearer of both. With a royal commilfion to 
adjuA the terms of peace, and with a formidable army, he 
advanced to the borders of Scotland. This armed negociation 
was fuccefsful; for, in anfwcr to his invitation, the bilhops of 
Dunkeld and Glalgow', the Earls of Douglas and March, and 

" Waif. 249. 

* Wiiitofi, 824. Fordun, from fome erroneous ms. ellimatcs the Englifli 
at 15,000, 

’ Kapin, Aila Regia, fub anno. 


Archibald 



» 'Tt 


BOOK 1 . 


1 3S0 Archibald Douglas lord of Calloway, appeared as cotnmiflioners 
from Scotland ; and a truce was concluded at Berwick to laft 
Nuv. for one vear'’, I'he Knglifli, not apprized of Lancafter’s 
original intentions, murmured to fee thgr northern counties 
conliimed by his numerous army : and the expence of the 
negotiation, which ended iti delaying the ranfom of David 11 , . 
and in other conceffions, cncreafed their dilcontent ^ 

1381 According to an agreement made in concluding the truce, 
jiinc Lancafter again proceeded to Scotland in the following fummer, 
hut only with his ufual train ; and he was inftigated to ufc his 
heft endeavours for a treaty by a promilc of the baiglilh council 
that, if he could confirm a truce for tlirce years, they fliould 
alTcrt his pretenfions to Caftile, and furnilh him w ith a com- 
petent force to join with that of Portugal Meeting the 
luirl of Carrie, heir of the kingdom, and other Scotifh com- 
milluMiers, at Alchefter near Aytowni, an important conference 
enfued. The Scots complained that, during the truce of four- 
teen years, many infractions had been made by the Englifti 
tipon their freedom of intercourfe and commerce with England, 
eftabliflicd by that truce ; and the fa6t being denied, they offered 
to fubmit the evidence to an equal number of noblemen of 
both nations : but the Englilh waved the affair, by offering the 
vague expedient of calling in the mediation of fome neigh- 
bouring Ibvercign. Lancafter how'cver confeuted that the 
payment of any further part of the ranfom fliould be deferred 
till Candlemas 1383, to which period the treaty ivas extended 
and agreed again to meet the Earl of Carrie in July that year 
The infurrcClion of Wat Tyler prevented the Duke’s imme- 
diate return to England, he being apprehenlive of the fury of 

‘ Rymer, VII, 268, 276. 

’ Wain 254. The expcnce was ii,ooo marks. 

• FroilFart, II, fol. 79. ® Ryracr, VII, 312. 

the 
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the rebels, from his attachment to Wicklitf, and other vinpopular i 
aftions. He proceeded to the cadle of Edinburijh, whn.h, as 
a mark of honour, was given up to him and his attendants ; 
and he refided there till the fubjc6lion of tlic rebels rendered 
his return to Ena;land fecurc 

A truce of one year concluded between England and France i 
contributed ftill further to gix e a refpite to the horrors of war: 
and as treaties were, in that age, underftood only to bind the 
fovereigns who contrafted, and not their heirs, the Scotilh king 
fent an embafly to the fucceeding French monarch Charles \'l, 
who engaged when war fhould recommence between England 
and Scotland, to fend to the latter kingdom one thoufand men 
at arms ; a formidable force at that period, in which a few 
knights in panoply were wont to defeat armies of rude infantry. 
He alfo promifed a thoufand fets of armour for as many Scotilh 
gentlemen ; and a fum of money to conciliate the court and 
nobles to enterprizes certainly foreign to the real intcrefl’s of 
their country *. The ignominious barter of the blotnl, and 
profperity, of the nation for French gold cannot be palliated, 
but by the confeffion that it was neceffary to maintain an a»5livc 
alliance with France; and that the fums drawn from that 
country were reputed a compenfation to Scotland for being 
commonly engaged in war folcly by her ally. To fuppole 
that any treaty exifted, preceding the unhappy and imprudent 
reign of John Baliol, is to fuppole that France was capable of 
the utmoft treachery and impolicy, when fhe permitted the 
ruin of Scotland by Edward I ; and that the Scots were fo 

* Fordun, II, 396, Winton, 826. 

* Rcgiftcr foK 69. Du Tillct, Reciieil f. v, 116. Charles VI had fucceccleJ 
his father on the i6th Sept, 1380. The treaty was figned at Paris on the 
8th April, and ratified by Robert on tlic 2oth Auguft, 1383. Rcgiftcr fol. 

69, 70. 
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*3^3’ improvident as to fubmit the determination of their crown to 
an inimical lovercign, inftead of their ancient ally And even 
after the active alliance appears, dvjring the reign of Davdd II, 
an alliance to be written with the tears, and ligncd with the 
blood, of Scotland, Icarccly can hiftory mention one war, into 
which b'rance did not conduft that country. But had Scotland ' 
been blcircd with a more free and democratic government, lur 
peace, her induftry, her learning, her happinefs, had not been 
liicrificed to a corrupt ariftocracy; for as to the Monarch, fup- 
poling that he w'ilhed for peace, and had the pul>lic intereft at 
heart, how could he at once reject the dclirc of a nccefTaiy allv, 
and the wiflies of an uncontrouled nobilitv r 
Jnly The Duke of Lancafter and the Earl of Carrie again met ; 
and the latter agreed to a compenfation for ftune damage done 
by the Scotifli borderers this year to the cafllc of Wark, and 
other places in England: but a definitive treaty being again 
mentioned, Carrie declared that he had no pow ers for that pur- 
pofe ; and the conference diflblvcd without any further renewal 
of the pacification *. 

! 584 The truce being thus permitted to expire, a w-ar of real 
im]>ortance, tind of a fing-ular and interefting complexion, took 
<)<. 4 . place. E ranee had made a brief truce with England, after the 
part both had taken in the Flemilh commotions, to lafl: till 
midi'ummcr this year : but, by fbme ncgleft, Scotland had not 
been included, and this circumftance w'as efteemed fufficient 
t(^ juftify an in\ afion of that country. The Duke of Lancafter, 

^ and the ICarls of Northumberland and Nottingham, w'ith a 
zH Mar. confiderable army, entered Scotland by Berwick, and ravaged 
the country up to the w'alls of Edinburgh, then, as now, ^hc 

’ “ That old league, counted amongfl the fables of the ancient Palladincs.’’ 
Drum. Hift. p. 22. 

♦ Rynier, VII, 403. Compare Waif. 330. Ypod. 141. 
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capital city ’ ; from an amiable regard for a place, which had 1384 
been his alylum on a recent occafion, LancaRer would not **■"><**■* 
permit the deArudion of Edinburgh, but withdrew his army ; 
and, with *an inadequate prey, regained England, before the 
Scots, who were unprepared, could intercept his retreat A 
few villages were burned in this expedition ; but the ScotUh 
houfes were then flight huts of wood, and eaiUy refitted : and 
they found time to remove their cattle, and efleds, into the 
forefls, and even to carry off the draw roofs of the houf« in 
the capital, as fome fecurity againfl: a conflagration ^ We 
learn from Froiflart that Robert fummoned an army, but that 
the French envoys mean time arrived to notify tfie truce : 
although shout thirty French knij^ts and efqutres, finding no 
further employ in Flanders, now came to Scotland as a theatre 
of arms *. The King wifhed for peace ; but the barons oppofed 
his intentions, and meeting in the church of St. Giles at Edin- 
burgh rcfolved on war, and informed the French knights that 

' FroIiTart, II, fol. 159. He infbnns ui, f. 170, that Edinbufgh wm not To 
large as Tournay, or Valenctennes ; but contained only about four thoufand 
houfes. 

* Fordan, II, 398. Wmtm, 829, %i Editibutgh was ranfomed. Bollt 
recite a defeat of a party of the EngUfli, who had landed from their veflels near 
Queensferry: ^ the continuator of Fotdun pioufly.afcribes it to the inter- 
ference of St. Cohtmba, whole monaftery in an iiland of the Forth they had 
attempted to coufume with tire. 

* Waif. 334, a curious and minute aooount; but the Utiorian it ptejudieed 
againft the gcnefoin Lancafier, the panon of the Wkkiifitea. He acculci the 
wade of time in the north of England, and the liberality of his enmity : and 
adds that, on Eafter ele, die Englift encampii^ in a marih, to avoid Airprize, 
they left fifty horfes by the cold and fnow; and the Duke would not permit any 
forage, which would itideed have been fnUtleft, at the Scots had withdrawnr 
their effeQs to tlieir /tr^t beyond the Forth, leaving famine to combat the 
Englifh, uqapcuftomcd to due new enemy. 

* FroiflT. 11 , f. 159. 
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1 384 their fpirlt fliould be immediately called into aflioii. Without 
the avowal of the King an expedition was fct on foot, and 15000 
of llich cavalry as Scotland then had were allembled on the 
borders ; who ravaged the lands belonging to Northumberfcnd, 
Nottingham, and Mowbray, and returned loaded with fpoil, 
before the Englifli had time to colleft any force The Earl 
of Northumberland ravaged the Ibuth of Scotland again; and 
as foon as he difmifled his array the Scots retaliated ; fo that 
the fiimmer pafied in mutual inroads 

The French knights taking leave, the Scotifh barons defired 
them to fend their friends, to enter this new career of glory, 
by carrying the war into England ; and it is feid that Jehan de 
Vienne, Admiral of Fracnce, and other potent perfons of that 
codrttry, were ihfrigated by their difeourfes upon their return, 
ias much as by the recent treaty, to fulfill its conditions next 
yiar A refolution pregnant with fuch ruin to Scotland, as 
even to threaten the fiibjugation of the kingdom^ 

At this time the papal influence, which had increafecl in 
Scotland by a bull of Gregory XI againft intromifllons with 
the efFcdls of deceafed bhhops *, was honoured with an addi- 
tional lupport in Wardlaw bilhop of Glafgow, who was railed 
to the rank of Cardinal, and appointed Legate a Latere for 
Scotland and Ireland with ample powers*. The commons, 
who alone conftitute a people or nation, feem only to have 
been regarded as patient objedls of increafed exactions both by 
the nobility and clergy. Few 'Other events of importance hap- 
pened this year. Williani Eari of Douglas brought Tividale 
into a ftate of fidelity, which had- been fubjeft to the EnglilK 
fince the battle of Durham: he icon after died, and wa&fuc- 

* FroilT. II, f. 160. * Waif. 336. * FroilT. II, f; 162. 

’ Fordun, II, 38^. Ibid. 400. 
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ccecfed by James his fon, a geHaiue heir to the the valour pf 1384 
his family Near Martinmas the Scots gained tlie caftlc nf 
Berwick, by bribing the deputy goyornpr^ and L^ncxdicr in- 
duced the bhiglhh parliauient Up cpndeinn NctfthumberUnd, 
the warden of the manches, as gsjiky criminal neglcd, nr 
' greater bafenefs upon this occafion. But the pari rcmllated 
himlelf in favour, by giving to the Scots, fpr wlwdi they 
conlentcd to reftore the iortoeis 

A fmgular fluduation^ bfltw.ppn war «nd;p^ace, .now pervaded 1385 
the diftraded counfels pf England ^pd (France, al^e governed 
by weak mouarchs. In the prjspedipg .fumiynpr the duke pf 
Lancaifer for Euglaud, the idukesepf ^rcy and £|urguinly ,fpr 
France, cardinal Wardlnw aitdtjthe hiihop .of Ounkeld, chan- 
cellor, for Scotland, had li<?iUngh^p,. between Qalais 

and Boulogne, and cottdudcfLii Solemn ttn^ce; which was after- 
Avards ratified by Robert ^ Yet !th» .pwventpd ppt a renewal 3 J»«- 
of the war in the courfe of aifeW'iPPBths. 

Archibald Douglas lord pf- Galloway tiWing tlut his people 
■were infcAcd by the Englifh garriibu at Lochmaban, beficged 
that callle, which he took atid levelled with the ground* : but 4 Fr*»- 
a truce and agreement were neverthelefs made between him 

* Fordun ib. Winton, 831. • Wsilf. 337. Ypod. 141. 

’ See this famous treaty, Vefp. F. VII, f. v. -3i, with Robert’s ratification. 

His commiflion to liis ambalTadors is dated 6 June 1364, r. 14. This truce is 
often referred to in that MS. and in a commiflion of Richard II in 1390 is efpe- 
cially mentioned to have taken place in his 8th year or 1384. That of 1389 
was only regarded as a renewal. 

Rymer, VII, 438, gives this truce at Bftdognt-Jur-mtr 14 Sept. 1384 : but it 
was afterwards prolonged at Leilkig^n, (fee 1389} and the firfl is fometimes 
ftyled by the latter appellation, Leilinghcn being the place of meeting though 
not*of‘fignature. This formal and folemn treaty only extended to May 1385 1 

* Fordun, II, 397. Winton, 827. 
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1385 and the Earl of Northumberland, and confirmed by the Englifh 
preferve Roxburgh from a fimilar fate the baron 
of Grayftock was fent as governor with a powerful fupply : he 
was intercepted by the Earl of March at Benrig, the convoy 
feized, many of his people (lain, and he himfelf led captive to 
the caftle of Dunbar 

April The national council met at Edinburg, but its ordinances 
were cliiefly of a military or a private nature. Charge was given 
that the noblemen, to whofe government certain diftrifts had 
been committed during the war, fhould prepare their forces, 
and order them not to pillage in advancing to the borders : and 
that John Earl of Carrie who, in the council of laft November, 
had taken upon himfelf the adminiftration of Ibme points of 
juftice, fhould proceed to the highlands, and call the chiefs into 
his prefence to reform the outrages loudly complained of in 
thofe regions. The inliabitants of Tividale, now reftored to 
the Scotifh allegiance by Douglas, were ordered to produce 
their titles *« This parliament was afterwards prorogued to 

• Rymcr, VII, 46S. The meeting was near Salom, on the Elk, a fpot often 
noted for fuch tranfaflions ^ and apparently the fame with FroilTart’s Zetion^ 
flow the frontier of Scotland, which formerly extended to the Elk, came to be 
relinked to the Sark, cannot be explained. 

’ Fordun, II, 397. Winton, 8a8, 

* Rcgiller, fol. 72, 73. The highland plunderers arc termed Kcthtrani or 
Kerns. William de Fenton complained that the baron of Dirlton had taken 
his hoiife, and twice expelled him when reftored by law : the royal force and 
aid arc ordered to reeftablilh him. A fad proof of the barbarifin of the country, 
where the laws had no force fo near the capital. David Earl of Strathern ■ 
accufes his brother Buchan for retaining the barony of Urquhart, which had 
only been let to him by Strathern : to avoid fcandal an agreement was reconi.' 
mended. Carrie was defircd to difpatch letters of royal authority to Buchan, 
to difeover Finlay Lawfon, and the two Tons of Harald Foulfon, who had llain 
fome men of Moray, and to bring them and tbeir accomplices to juftice. 
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the twelfth of June, when it iflued foroe regulations concemiiig i ^85 
the coin *. v— 

But an event of which there had been no example in Scotilh 
hiftory, and which fortunately was not repeated till the fix- 
tcenth century, is to arreft attention by its novelty, and im- 
portance. 

The government of France determined if poflible to deliver 
that country from the repeated invafions of tl»e Engliih, by 
carrying the war into England from its northern limits, in 
conjunction with the Scots, and in compliance with the terms 
of the late treaty. Jehan de Vienne, Admiral of France, a 
leader of the firfl talents and diRin«£lion, accordingly failed 
from Sluys in Flanders with a thouliuid men at arms, knights M.iy 
and efquires, twelve hundred complete fuits of armour for 
Scotilh gentlemen, and a large fom of money ♦. France had. 

’ Regifter, fd. 74. It is ordered that tlic moneyer ftrike filver coin, viz . 
fterling," each pound of metal to render 291. 4^. Scotilh money. The noble 
is to pafs for yr. 8</. the ecu 47 French deniers, or 4.2d. Scotilh, the Flcmilh 
ecu 47|</. the tnouton ^od. all Scotilh money. An abfolute prohibition is iifued 
againfi the exportation of coin, on the penahy of forfeiting the whole Aim, 
and even the life of the oflendcr at the king’s mercy : foreign merchants who 
bring vifluais, (corn,) wine, or boards, (bordas,) and fimilar articles, arc how- 
ever allowed to carry off the profits. 

♦ FroilTart, II, fol. 164, 166. Hift. de Charles VI par Juvenal del Urfin!*, 

Paris 1614, 4to, 1653, folio, p. 46. Vienne was the moll celebrated warrior 
of France in that age. He was lord of Rollans, Clervaux, A'C. Admiral of 
France, and knight of the order of the Annonciade ; his father was Guillaume 
de Vienne lord of Rollans, one of the moA ancient nobles of Burgundy. After 
many eminent fert'ices, Jehan de Vienne attended the duke of Bourbon to the 
liege of Carthage, 1390, and was flain at the ralh battle of Nicopolis againlt 
the Turks, 26th Sept. 1396, where this veteran led the van and pcrlOrmed 
prodigies of valour. Did. de I’Advocat, art. Vienne. Such was his reputation, 
even in his father’s life-time, that he gloried in inferibing on his tomb that he 
gave birth to fo eminent a warrior. St. Foix, EIT. fur Paris, II, 195, edit. 
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5 38 5 Intended at the fiime time to attack England on the foiith tvith 

powerful armament; but this part of the defign was aban> 
doned, after an enormous cxpencc incurred in the preparations *. 
y et her declared intentions* and the vigour and importance of 
her plans, raifed fuch an alarm in England, that all her power 
and refourccs were excited to repell the attack: and the failure' 
of the fouthern invafion colledted the whole tempeft upon 
Scotland, and (hook that kingdom to the center. Vienne 
arrived at Leith with his chofen battalion, which, to ufe the 
phrale of FroifTart, formed one flower of chivalry ; and they 
were quartered in the villages around Edinburgh, till the King, 
then in the country, fhould arrive at that capital. The French 
hiflorian upon this occaflon prefents a deplorable pidlure of the 
ftate of Scotland and its people. The poverty of the country, 
and the barbarifm of the nation, appear to have been extreme : 
the llighteft accommodations of life, or even of war, could hardly 
be procured : every article of iron, or of leather, was imported 
from Flanders. The French at firft laughed, and laid that they 
were hapjpy to know by experience the hardlhips of penury, 
and the dark fide of a military life ; but, as their difeontent 
increafed, Vienne could Icarcely appeafe their murmurs. On 
the other hand the Scots were not lefs diflatisfied with their 
guells ; they defamed and hated their auxiliaries, as flrangers 
of an unknown ipeech, as the future lharers of their prey, and 
as the prefent coniiimers of their little property 

' Froiflart, 11 , foi. 166. Des UrHns, p. 9, fays a tax of il deniers in 
the Hvre was propofed in 1380 by the notables, but rejeded by the people : in 
1385, p. 46, the tax was fo heavy that many left France, yet it was confumed 
hy the lords of the court, fome of whom were bribed by the Engiiifh. Vienne’s 
navy amounted to fixty veflcls ; and the Englifli had prepared a fleet, and a 
firffifp, to aflail them. Ib. p. 47. 

* FroilT. II, f. V. 169. 
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At length the Scotifli king arrived; the French money was 1385 
diilributed among the leading barons % the armour allotted to 
proper wearers, and an expedition was determined. An army 
of about thirty thouland, mounted on fmall horfes, aflcmbled 
near Edinburgh, under the command of the Earls of Fife and 
.Douglas; and marched, in conjunction with the French chi- 
valry, towards Roxburgh. Entering the Englifli territory, 
they deftroyed two fhiall forts, aflaulted and took the caftle of 
Wark ; and advancing burned ieveral villages in Northumber- 
land, and ravaged the country from Bcnvick to Newcaflle. 

But their progrefs was foon impeded by the tidings that Lan- 
cafter was approaching with a great array ; and it was relolved 
to fccure the prey by returning into Scotland. Vienne, dif- 
fatisfied with this retreat, prevailed on the Scots to befiege 
Roxburgh ; but a difpute arifing, upon a claim of the French 
to garrifon and retain the fortrefs when taken, the fiege was 
abandoned It appears from Fordun, that the French and 
Scots made {{)me other predatory incurfions into England ’. 

Meanwhile Richard 11 had made great prcparatiotis, and 
fummoned almoft the whole force of his kingdom ; and finding 
that the commotions in Flanders had fruftrated the fouthern 

^ See tlic account of the dlftribution in Rymcr, VII, 484. The king had 
10,000 livres; Douglas 7500, Cardinal Wardlaw 6000, Carrie 5500, Archibald 
Douglas lord of Galloway 5500, March 4000, Fife 3000, James Lindfay 2000, 
the carl of Moray 1000 ; the other allotments arc from 706 down to 10 livres. 

The liyrc of that lime might be worth 6x. in weight j but in the comparative 
fcarcity of money at leaft equal to 4/. in modern currency* Compare the tables 
of Lc Blanc, whence it appears that the livre of the time weighed about 1 J 
ounce of filvcr. 

In the beginning of July a curious military ordinance was ilTucd, (Rcgidcr, 
f. V. 72,) concerning the conduft of the w'ar; for an account of which the 
reader is referred to the rfext rcirofpcfl of manners, &c. 

• Froilfart, II, f. v. 177 — 180. Compare dcs Urfins, p. 47- 

* Foidun, II, 401. 
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85 invafion of the French, he determined to exert all his power 
^ againft Scotland. If we credit an Englilh hiftorian his army 
was numerous beyond precedent ; and more than three hundred 
thouland horfes were employed in various fervices ’ . The 
youthful monarch chofe this as his firft expedition, and foletnn 
entry into the field of military fame ; and was attended by his 
uncles, and by the chief nobles of England. The deftrudion 
of the abbey of Melrofe, long refpedted by the religious awe 
of the Englifh, to whom it had afforded early faints and 
teachers, was the firft warlike a6t of Richard II, the difgrace 
of his arms, and the omen of his mental weaknefs. Dryburgh, 
and Newbottcl, two venerable monafteries, and Edinburgh 
with her churches, were fucceflivcly given to the flames. The 
Scots, unable openly to contend with an enemy fb fuperior in 
numbers, prudently followed the advice aferibed to Robert the 
Great, by withdrawing their cattle and effeds into ^refts, and 
wilds ; and harraffing their foes by unceafing ambulcades and 
excurfions. The green crops were alone left ; and the harv'eft 
was trampled and deftroyed. After remaining five days at 
Edinburgh, the Englifti marched to Stirling, which, with an 
abbey adjacent, was burnt to the ground. One hundred and 
twenty veflels carried provifions for the army, which ftill ad- 
vancing deftroyed Perth and Dundee, and many abbies and 
monafteries : and the couriers and vanguard even proceeded as 
(kr as Aberdeen, according to Froillart; but, from the old 
hhiglifh and Scotifh accounts, it rather appears that the Englifh 
expedition only extended to the river Forth *. 

To divert the fury of this ftoriii, the Scothh army and 
French auxiliaries entered England by the weftern marches, 

* Waif. 34a. 

* FroilT. II, f. 180. Waif. 34a. Furdun, 11 , 4ot. Winton, 835. 
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ravaged Cumberland, and befieged Carlifle. I'his ijn'alion 
concurred with the failure of provifions to induce the F.ngliflt 
king to withdraw his vaft army ; which accordingly returned 
towards England by the eaRern tra£l ; and difunited councils 
prevented an encounter with the Scots, who alfo retired to 
their owii country by the w^ern boundaries Such w as the 
ifllie of a conteft, which had excited (b great expedation ; and 
w'hich, as ufual, far from being advantageous to cither king- 
dom, ended with the laRing detriment of both. At thq clt)fc 
of the campaign, the French auxiliaries, exhauRed W'ith fatigue 
and hard fare, could not even jvocure leave to fail for Fkmdcrs, 
till they confente^^to pay the expence of their maintenance ; 
and Vienne was forced to remain as an hoAage till the fum 
was paid at Bruges, to Scotilh fiuSors, by order of the French 
government *. This treatm/snt was doubtlefs ungenerous, and 

the 

* FroifT. II, f. iSit Waif. 344, fays the Scots took more prey than the 
Hngliih king, ** cum impcriali exsreitu.” 

* FroilT. II, (83. This honeft w'riter rents bis rage againft the Scots, car 
oneques fi mauvaifes gens ne vtrent, ne ne trouyeicnt fi faulx, et fi tnhyflres, 
nc de ft petite congnoiflancc.” The French had equally dtfgufted the Scots by 
their ufual petulance; and Vienne himfelf had ventur^ on an affair of gallantry 
with a near relation of the king, to the- amazement of dieir plain and pious 
allies, ftrangers to fuch manners. Dcs Uriins, p. 47 : who, with more gaycty 
than became an archbifliop, fays the French frequented the ** dames et demoi- 
fdles" of Scotland, who received them gladly. 

The anonymous hiAorian of the reign of Charles VI,. whofe MS. work was 
tranOated from lattn into French by Le Laboureur, and publiAied by him at 
Paris 1663, 2 vols. folio, alfo i^ferves to be conlulted by tins curious reader, for 
an account of this cclebratbd- expedition, Vol. 1 , p. toa. He fays Vienne’s 
fleet of fixty (liips was nearly burnt by the EngUfli, while at anchor, and was 
afterwards affailed by a furious tempcA. On the admiral’s arrival in Scotland, 

** II manda par mefme moyen la Aeriliti, et I'incommoditi dc fubfiAer dans 
une terre, qu’il reconnut plus deferte qu’ habitue, prefque toute couvene de 
montagnes, et plus pleine de Amvagine que de I^Aail.” In invading England 

VOL. I. t the 
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•1385 the av'arlce was dcTgraceful <tD >1^0 king and the -nobles : but 
one happy <efFe6i; followed, for it was long before any more of 
i^oie troublcibme and iuiblent inmates infilled Scotland. 

1387 After a doubeRil truce of nearly ^ncAyear, the war continued 
it’s progrefs. William -Douglasi whofe gistceiul perfon nnd 
•warlike fame had procured Kim the hand of tthe king’s.daughtor 
iBgidia, and the title of lord ^ithidale, refolved to open a ioiig 
ncsglefled field a«Slitai, by invading Ireland. Attended only 
• by ifiye hundred iiaen he (ailed itp Cailipgfiaird,mid afi^ulted-the 
town, whofe hihahitante bcaog ^no (dangers to h miUtaiy 
reputation, yefialved .to >pp^(e guile to force, and bjBgged a- 
respite tdl they could colle^I-a 4im fudbient 4o ranibm the 
place. The ScOtifti deader, .whofe honed courage dufpedled 
no 4ii(taid, confuted ; tind was .oemipied in replenifiiing his 
(hips >witb proivifipns, while 4he ^opleiof iGarlingford'fent-to 
Pnndalk, and procured an aid of eight hundred horfe, which 
joined their own array and advanced againft the enemy. 
Mthidalc :had;only 'twoihundred:of!his .fidlowera on (bore, from 
the want of proper boats for landing, and even ^efe few were 
divided, ,a party having been* fent to ravage the .country. T'he 
Kngliih refolyed<to nttackJaotb..|)iai1^,fbut thegrea^ number 
advanced a^nft,Nithfilales«a(ter aniQbftinate. coated the Scots 
obtained the vi^Iq^; tond -diey immediately 'took, ravaged, and 
buraefl thc'town Caflin^rd, delpoUed the caftle, and loaded 
fifteen Irhh (hips, then in , the h^tboui;, with their .prey. 43!n 
their iietuf n vtheiifle, of another.objcdl (of idifire- 


the -French took the * ciftle Dwwr/ (Dc Wark ?) A fecond invallQa alfo occurs, 
p. idS. . Douglas alorne favoured'the^Fren^h. The adniiralV ainoiJr is inen- 
tioned ^ and it is afl'crteitl that die 'King’s ioufim was not unkind: in revenge 
Robert, and foinc peers, intended to alTallinate the prefumptuous Frenchman; 
who was glad to efcape. The chara^er of Vienne was afterwards Rained by 
Jjis crudty to the wife and daughter of -PiQrrc dc Craon. lb. p. 215. 

datiqn : 
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and Nithfdjale vpith has fijllmrm arrived late at Loefct 13S7 
Ryan ift CJallfwajr, with no* finall wealth and honour v— v-— » 

'rite weak* aJid impoBdCf ovndu^ of Richard U dhlraftcd 1388 
the Ertglilh asunciU, and difeoateut pervaded the nation, when, 
the Scots thought the time convenient to retort the nonages of 
.-war, which that monarch had carried into tiieir country. An 
atifefflbly of the Scotifli nobhn met at Aberdeen, and agreed t<t 
appear with thicir re%o 3 m; wdTals in arms at Jedburgh, for an 
expedition into Kngland*^. Age had fi> much hn^ired the 
hrculties of Robert th that ftir cottfoit was not c>q>ct>cd, nor 
regarded ' f a«d the ferf)leiic6 of J<rfui' Earl of Carrie the heir 
apparent, both in body and mindv feemed to increafe with his- 
years; fo that Robert Earl of File, fecond Ion of the king, 
was refpedted by the noWes, asid nation, aa the main fupport 
of the monarchy, and the only ap^ve iuflxumetxt of its infto- 
encc. 'Wlien the army thchsfore afiembled. at Jedburgh, lie 
appeared as commander in chief: and to as complete, and firm, 
Ittttuiions as Saxljand hadi ever lent forth, was added the tenor 
of the name of Douglas, About tweivu hundred lances, and 
forty thouland rode iufimtry^ competed an army; rendered ftill 
more formidable by the reputation and elsperiencc of fome of 
its leaders. Thefe infantry were chiirfly accoutred with battle 
axes ; for the Scots w^ece ui^capiMiy little Ikilled in the bow, 
that perpetual inftraraeilt of Ei^l^ triiuHplt 

Unintereftiug is the oarfation of important a< 9 KMis, if not 
accompanied by thoie circinuftatiecs wWeb rccommcsid them 

* Fordus, il, 404.. 

* Fr^Rart, IH, f, so8; Us ordoansrent use Me fiir la froMieK de la 
fauvage Efcoce, «n unc cit6 nommee Btrdatw." The stS. Reg. 14 D II* 

Vol. IV. f. V, 355, reads Aindane- 

* Ibid, they faid, “ qu’il no fcawoit guerfoyef.** 

* Froiff. Ill, f. i«8. • 
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*.388 to the imagmation, and render the reader as it were a prefent 
fpedtator ; and one of the chief utilities of hiftory arifes from 
the view of charafters and of manners. - Upon ieledl occ^tions 
therefore it is not improper to defeend to the particularity of 
n>emoirs, and to compenfate pages of annals by now and then, 
painting a momentous, or even a Angular, event in all the 
colours of detail. Without further apology Froiflart’s account, 
of this expedition, crowned by the celebrated battle of Otter- 
burn, fhall be followed; and only with one caufe of regret,, 
that it is the laft aid to be derived from that remarkable writer,, 
the worthy and honed; herald of the times of chivalry 

The Northumbrians, having learned that a Scotilh army 
was collecting, refolved to prepare ; and, if the Scots entered 
England by tlie weftern, to repay the invafion by the eaftern 
marches. An Englilh gentleman went to efpy the intentions- 
of the enemy, who had advanced to the chapel of Salom, a 
noted dation near the borders ; and entering the chapel in the 
dif^ife of a fervant Aiw the Scotilh nobles aircmbled, and 
heard much of their deAgns. When he wididreW he expeCted 
to have found his hoiie tied to a tree, as he had left him, but 
he was dolen ; and the gentleman’s fear^ or negligence of art,, 
in walking away without any enquiry, led to fufpicion. He 
was feized, and confeded that the Northumbrians, unable to 
encounter the inimical numbers, had determined on whatever 
Adc England was invaded, to adail Scotland on the oppoAte. 
This induced the Scotilh leaders to. reftrain the main army to^ 
the protediop. of their own country, and to order only a llrong 
detachment, under the tried heroilinof. the Earl of Douglas, 
to advance into En^nd. At the head of three hundred men 

• The fubrequent narrative is derived from Tome III, f. 108-^117, edit. 
1518, 4to; compared with the edition of Verard about 1498, and the mss. 
The altered editions by Sauva^s have been always negleft^ in this work. 

at 
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at arms, and of two thoulaud chofcn infantry, Douglas pro- 1388 
ceeded, without pillaging the country or 'attacking any place 
paired the Tine three miles above Newcaftle ; and, with the 
fuddennefs and deftruilicm of lightning, darted on the county 
of Durham. When the dillant flames, and fmoke, of burning 
•villages had given the firfl; tidings of the Scotilh arrival, the 
Earl of Northumberland, then at Alnwick, fent his two fons, 
Henry and Ralph, to Newcaftle, to-'aflemble a force in purfuit 
of the enemy, while he- lhould gather another on the qorth, 
and preclude their retreat. All the country being pillaged to 
the gates of York', and the unfortified • toWns and villages 
deftroyed, Douglas returned with the fpoil, repalfed the Tine 
at the fame place ; : and came before Newcaftle, whither the 
chief people of the neighbouring counties had crouded, to gain 
the^otedlion of a walled city, and of the two gallant Percies, 

H Jllr furnamed Hptfpur, and Ralph, his brother in birth and 
arms. Many ikirniilhes enfuing, at one of them Douglas won 
the pennon of Henry Percy, to the great mortification of that 
undaunted leader and of' his followers: and to add to the dif- 
gracc Douglas vaunted, “ This I fhall carry as a fign of thy 
prowefs to Scotland, and fhall place it on the pinnacle of my 
caftle to be known by all.” Percy retorted with an oath, 

“ Thou fhalt never bear it out of Northumberland ; and in 
the end fhalt have little caufe to boaft:” to which Douglas 
replied, “ Then thou muft come this night, and take it from 
before my tent*” Next morning the Scots purfiied their march ; 
and, affailing a caftle without fuccefs, wifhed to proceed, but 
Douglas commanded them to encamp, in order to fee if Percy 
would advance to recover his pennem, and that, being refrefhed, 

• 

' This is confeiTed by the Englilb monarch bimfclf) in a deed publiHicd by ■ 

Rymcr, VII, 594. 
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1355 thf y fliould Jlgaki attack the fortrefe in the morning. They 
accordirtj^ fortified their ftation with felled trees, to prex'cnt 
a fisrprlae V and next day captured the caftlc,. and ptrfuesd their 
jotirney towards the main army; tHl they came to Otterborny 
a hamlet amid the Wilds of tfte patifti of Ehdoft, about thirty 
miles northweft of NeWca^lte, and about twenty from the- 
Scotifh borders. Which Was to be a feene of celebrity to the 
bard and to the hiftorian. 

Meanwhile Percy wifhed to pUrfacthe Sebtifh detachnsent^ 
hift was reftrained by tiie tidings that the main army was near, 
rfnd ready to fuppoit Douglas > till the couriers brought certain 
intelligence that they weSre far diffant, and inci^ntble of edging 
a jiinfHon for fbtiie days. Perfcy, whh his ufftsll hapetuoi^y, 
inftawtly cried; “ To hotfe !” it being esady in the morning 
and left NeWieedite attended by ft^e hundred kitoes^ or }ni|||ls! 
and fcpiides; and eight tboufahd infamfV accouw^ Winll||m 
dreadful long-bows of England* After a forced march, Ihey 
reached the Scotift* Camp at- Otterborti latft in the evwiiflg. 
The Scots had flipped? Ic^e hid even r^ired to reft fotigned 
with various exeitiofn^ and the Englifh began fO enter ^ 
outer entrenchment, where thofervafits Were ftatiofied, fhoutiHg’ 
“ Percy! Percy!” but they found it Well fttrftfied. Some 
infahtry Was ordered to luppott the fetealStSf by the SOotifh 
chiefs^ Who in the iriesni tithe aritied in hoftay atld artayed their 
men utider their banders. Ni^ was flow advanced ; bltt the 
Aiig. moon ihoite cleta^ in a ferefle iky of the month of Auguft* 

The Soots; aimied; ifid arras^d; ptoaieeded?.iiot towards iho 
uilkiiahts, but around an aminMtGV; atid attacking the entanyi 
id the rem ail M once the cry of upon which the 
Knglifh in furprize turned, ftrengthened their ranks, and re- 
fourided “ Percy!”' it! anfwer to fhe Scotiih acciahtt of 
“ Douglas.” After a fevere conteft die Scots’ Were on the 

po'uit 
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;point of yieWii^ to numbers, wlien the Earl of Douglas, 
ardently puihed forward his ibaiiiKir; and boidj .tlie Percies 
advanced againil; him, vwith roquaJ ioapctuofity, fo that the 
.bcots recoiled, and, bad not (he>yalqur of the two Hophurus 
.oppofed, the baiuier of Douglas ihad beau taken. Douglas, 
. irritated by the apprehenfion of difgrace, rouzed ;all his ftrcngtli 
.and courage; and, hrandilhing .a .two-handed baUk-ax, opened 
.the thick files .of the foe, as .with a loixg a\'e!nuc, .dedpifing 
jnumerous blows, and committing ^his life to the .temper ,pf his 
arnv^ur. He had advanced far irom his hatttdions, when he 
iell under fthree matrtal wounds. But agnorance of <his fiiCe 
forbad -the Englifli to 'triumph, and .the -Scots to .dofpair. The 
former only law .that fome valiant man at iu:ms had falien : 
and the latter were infpirked by tthe Earls of March .and .Moray 
ito follow -n 'trad, which .hey knew not had conduded -their 
leader to .death. Fortune .now began to favour .the ;ScQts. 
Ralph Percy, advancingtoo fiir in.return, was fevercly wounded, 
and taken prifuner by 'Maxwell, a knight .who fallowed Moray : 
und .the Euglilh, exhaufted with a fatiguing .march and an 
obUinate cunteA, ibegan to>exhibiC iymptc»ns of .deprellion and 
defeat. 

Douglas, , faint with the Ipfs of blood, and /enfihle of the 
approaches of death; was defended by his valiant chaplain, 
^William of .Northberwick. His banner lay on the ground, 
.not ifar >from him, 'the bearer being ilain, when J.,indiay, 
hinclmr, and dome other kpights-, pierced through the now 
yielding foe, and reached the fpot, and befpoke- their geiviral. 
lEveii trifles in fu<h a. converliition are interefting. “ Coufin, 
how goes it?” laid Binolair. Douglas anfwcred “ Rut fo, fo. 
iPcaikd )be iGod few of <my anceflors have died in uliambors or 
Ixjds — Avenge me, for I die — My heart faints too rcj)e-dtcdly. 
Raile again my banner, and Ihout Douglas ! But tell neither 

friend 
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1 388 friend nor foe how it fares with me, for my enemies ^Vmlld 

exult, ai\d my friends be dilconfolate.” The banner was 
•creak'd; the whole field refbunded with the animating cry of 
Oougbs ! and the Scots, excited as with the voice of victory, 
iiil^antly formed one phalanx, and with levelled fpears puflied 
the enemy to flight. 

Henry Percy was taken prifoner by Montgomery : and the 
defeat was complete. Kadman, the governor of Berwick, 
was almoft the only Englifhman of note who efcaped : and the 
Scots purfued the chafe for five miles. The number of the 
Englifh flain is computed at twelve hundred. ’ Such was the 
luttle at Otterburn, which Froiflart reprefents as the mod 
eminent fought in his time, for heroic bravery on both fidcs, 
and the real fpirit of war. He alfo highly applauds the courtelj 
ihewn by the Scots to their prilbners ; and obferves that both 
nations w'cre not Icfs laudable for their benevolence after a 
battle, than for theic courage during its rage *. 

Douglas was carried to his tent, where he foon expired: 
but,, though difpirited at the lols of their leader, the Scots 
determined to maintain their ftrong ftation againft the frefh 
Englifh army which approached. For the bifhop of Durham 
had reached Ncwcaftle, the night of the battle, with feven 
thoufand men, two thoufand of whom were cavalry : but a 
conjun 61 ion was prevented by Percy’s impetuoiity. Advancing 
next morning he w'as met by the fugitives from Qtterbum, 
whofe tidings railed fuch difmay, that all his followers fled 
hack to Ncwcaftle, except five hundred, with whom the bifhop 
was at laft alfb conftrained to regain that city. Here he found 
means to infpirit his followers, and the inhabitants; ib that he 
marched next morning in queft of the Scots attended by ten 

* Froiflart, III, f. 113. 
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thoufand. The Scotilh icouts, the day after, tiotitying his 13S8 
approach, their chiefs determined not to leave their camp, 
they had many wounded and prifoners to attend : and, when 
the bilhop came within a mile’s diflance, they began all at 
once to found their horns in a loud difcordance of warlike mufic. 

. After a paufe, the lame horrible din of defiance was rc}x;atcd ; 
and the bilhop arranging his hoft, and advancing within two 
bow-lhots, was again faluted with the thundering noilc. Ob- 
I'ervdng the ftrength of the rude fortification, and that its pd- 
fclTors were too prudent to defert its advantages, the Englilh, 
after a brief council, retreated: and the Scots having rcfrclhcd 
themfelves prepared to march. Ralph Percy requefting per- 
milfion to go to Newcaftle, to have his wounds attended, the 
PLarl of Moray cpnfented, and ordered him to be conveyed in 
a litter. The Scotilh march, inAead of triumphant feemed 
funereal, and the joy of fuccels was tempered with tears ; for 
the body of Douglas, incloled in a coflin, and Ijornc on a car, 
formed the chief objeft in the progrefs *. 

The main army, under the Earl of Fife, who appears to 
have had but mean talents for war, was now lying near Carlifle; 
and not a little envied the luccelsful detachment ; for the vic- 
tory, and the gain by ranlbim, were cAeemed the moft re- 
markable which had occurred lince the day of Bannoeburn ♦. 

An aflembly of the three eftates being fummoned to Edin- 138- 
burgh, lolemnly recognized Robert Earl of Fife governor of 

* Froiflart, III, f. .117. 

* Ibid. The ranfums were eflimated at aoo,ooo francs. Robert III granted 

to Henry Prejton, for the redemption of Ralph Percy, the lands and barony of 
Frondlin, Aberdeenfhire, the town of Fyvie and place thereof, the town of 
MeikleGucUes, the land of ParUiiil. S^ft. Cal. f. 104. FroilTart 

apparently errs in the name of his captor. Yet Mar had ao/. a year fur a third 
of it, the whole exceeding 600/. Gal. f. 114. 
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1389 the kiagddmj an ctevatkm for 'which ke was apparently as 
much indebted to his own httrigores, as to ihe age of tiie king, 
and the wcakhe'fe of the focceflor *« The latter foetns, from 
the parliamentary a^s of this rdlgn, to have formerly foood in 
thf-t high capatity : and the iang commonly flnmtasd the pomp, 
and, it is fufpei 9 ed, the dotxes of royalty, by reading on his 
parental eftate, ah oxair^le followed by his fuccseflfor, hiong^ 
impolitic ia aa emkfent degree. ' Picfonring tte Tcnaote nwam- 
hons.of the S^rts to thfit cehtrical abd aect^te^ 

the Scotift fhvimigasi' t^ foonted iro ibrget daoir rank, 
their office, dteir people ; aMretiiiGWed fTom^ a^hm, 

from the y^al heart of the idegdom^^ 
only be febn by the ^mttion in a idangerm 
Adfethblics of 'fimes i£iem ibo have been foidenn held, an 
ariilocratic coanbil decided upon pence and war, and upon tl» 
befo incerefos of the peof^'; htn tdus fank^^w oonomcai to 
£kigknd and m(^ &(lro^n ikingdoms at this period; while 
the appointment of the fecond' fon, as tgovemor of the foate, 
to the prejudice of the heir apfarent, may be ncgaided as a 
new and dtmgoKnis precedent, deebaativo of groat weakuefs 
upon the tone part, t^oa other of hanofoil ambition. 

The new Regetft, ddhous to li^udiee the conmnencement 
of his power, alHfemljted an aimy an ihe Imrders agadaafo the 
Earl of Nottit^gham, Marffial t>f Engiand, lately appointed 
Wanieso'of the^afkmmanehes; and who, dn the ufual con- 
comitance of pride aiid weaknefo, had reproached the Percies 
for the lofo at Otterbum, where their army was more 
numerous than that of thelSccts; andboafoed that he hqped 
to vanquifh, even If oppofed by numbers doubling his own. 
But when Fife accompanied iby Archibald, the iuoceeding Eaxi 

* Fordun, II, 414. Winton, €45. 

of 
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of Douglai; an<i t>y othw noWeg, hk arv^y u\to 1 389 

the Earl Marftall r«ftraiae4 hi| i?c^n ia a fecuro ajad inapccffible ^*»*f*< * 
ftation ; and to a chalJengft of thf Regent, inviting hini to 
delcead and fulfil his threa^« he replied- that ** he had no 
orders to expofe the lieges of his fevefeign to any danger.” 

•This anfwer was received with peals of ladj^er ; and the 
Scoti& army* after landing in dshaoce half the day with 
banners difpkycKly tavaged the acyacenl covntry« and reti^rnedS 
A refpite vm. at le^gih. te the war* 1^ a tniep fornied June 

between France and Eto^nd for tlKree ypgltSi in whiph theh 
allies were inchided ^ Thole of j^noQe were the hings of 
the Romans, Scotland, Attltgotu Navarre i th^ ^cotilh £§rl 
of Mardr, the ifle of . Man, t]}« Pnehej^ of Rrabar^t, the 
Republic of Genoa. And the allies of Eirglaiwi were the 
king of the Romans, with thofe. of Portugal and Arragon, 
the Earl of Saliftniy, the lordAup of Msul, the Duke of 
Gelder, John Lord of the Ifles of Scotlaiid, and the Republic 
of Genoa. An embafly being fent frpm England, to notify 
the truce, and defire the confent of Scotland, the envoys were 
by the Governor remitted to the king, who agreed as from 
deference to France. The Eiarls of Salilbury and March 
appear to have been named in this truce, in confequence of 
their claims to the ifle of Man, and fome debateable lands 
upon the borders. The Lords of the Ifles were really inde- 
pendent of Scotland, and by their fleets mamtained their 
power in the ifles, and over the. weftem highlands, while the 
Scotiih kings had no fleet to oppqfe them, and could not attack 
mountainous regions inacccflible to armies. The brief and 
confined conquefls of Alexander 111 and Robert I, had not 

* Forduni II, 414. Winton, 846* Waliingbam only mentions the burning 
of Tinmouth by the Scots. Ypod, 144- 

* Rymer, VII, 62a. 
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1389 overcome the old Norwegian fpirit; and the Hebudes muft 
be regarded with truth as an independent principality, till the 
fixteenth century : had the lords been told of their occafional 
iubmiflion to Scotland, they would have retorted by inftances 
of the like neceffity forced upon that country by England. 
But the circumftance, which efpecially induced the mention 
of thefe princes in the truce, was a treaty concluded between 
Richard II, and the Lord of the Ifles, in the preceding year". 

This Ihort pacification was the laft important aft of Robert II, 

1 390 who died at his caftle of Dundonald in Kyle, a few miles i'outh 

19 Apr. after a fliort illnefs, in the fc’/enty fifth year of his 

age®; having completed nineteen years of a reign, mingled 
with various fortune, but upon the whole neither uniuccelsful, 
nor inglorious. 

* Rymer, VII, 592. • Fordun, 11 , 415. Winton, 851. 
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I 

CONTAINING THE REIGN OF ROBERT III. 


Charafier of Robert III — diforders in the highlands — truce xoitk 
England— feuds — title of Duke — war with Henry IF- — ex~ 
(ledition of that king — Rothfcy' s charaBer and -marriage — 
dcfcBion of March — incurfons — parliament — murder of Roth- 
fay — incurfons — battle of Homildon—rcruelty of Henry Percy 
— murder of Drummond— fege of Coklaws — captivity of 
prince James — Northumberland' s rebellion — death of the king. 

J OHN, the cldeft fon of the deceafed monarch, afeended 
the throne ; and his name being reputed inaufpicious to 
royalty, he afliimed that of Robert, recommended by the 
virtues and the glory of Robert I, and by the acceflion of 
the Houfc of Stuart under the preceding fovereign Power 
depending wholly upon opinion, princes are often forced to 
facrifice even to the fuperftitions of the vulgar. Robert III 
had apparently exceeded his fiftieth year, when he began to 
reign, and had been wedded at leaft thirty three years to 
A .nabella Drummond, daughter of Sir Ji hn Drummond of 
Stobhall ; by whom he had, however, no children till the 

* The unfortunate reigns of John of England, John of France, and John 
Baliol, feem alone to have been confidered. Had the hifturics of Caftille, 
Arragon, Portugal, Denmark, &c. been confulted, this vague idea mu/I have 
paired away. James was, in Scotilh hi/lory, a moft unhappy name; yet was 
continued to (ix fovereigns. 


year 
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t390 year 1378, when David, afterwards Duke of Hothfay, was 
born ; and James his other fon did not appear till the fifth year 
of his father’s reign, beii^ the firft royal birth in the ^imily. 
Three daughters, to be married to the Earl of Douglas, the 
Earl of Angus, and Lord Dalkeith; and two natural fons,. 
completed the progeny of Robert III *. 

Though this monarch had been kuned by an unfortunate 
accident, yet his pcrlbn was tall and graceful : his florid coun- 
tcnaifce, and vivacious eyesi jokied with the fhowy whitened of 
his beard, rendered him an objeft at once fdeafing and majeflic. 
But his indolent n«Bekne&, his pKty, his iaint*like humility, 
are fitter themes of praiie to the monk than to the philoli^er, 
who knows that die virtoes of a king are the virtues of 
ability, and aiditm ; and that the tnoft acceptable fervice 
to the Deity confifls in die fervice dP mankind. The lenity 
of Robert III may be vindicated from the yet new eleva- 
tion of a fiimily, aoenRomed to regard the nobles as equals 
and Iwothers; but it unhappHy tended to increase the power 
of the ariflocracy, and add to die conlcquent ftock of puldic 
calamity^ Yet the. years of his' reign w&ft fertile, and the 
people were contented : diou^ in die emdanous draggles 
with England for politiosd freedom, k is no wonder that in- 
ternal liberty made no progrefs; and that the Scots remembered 
that they were foidiers, but forgot that diey were men 
Before the coroootioii of die new Sovereign had taken place, 
an event ooconed, ominous and rhfgmceful to his reign. His 

• Bowar, 391. 'Crawf. Houfe of Stuart, 31. StewUrt’s Gen. 62. In 1356, 
or tMity four yoan before this period, vfc find John Stuart, afterenards Robcit III, 
fubduing Annandale^ Datr. Ann. II, 2^ a but his piecife age reinui|8 uaaf- 
certained. In <357 big aaanktge with Annabella is soeittiotted in n duster. 
Abcrcr. II, 157. 

* For the chanider of Robert III compare Bowar U, 440. 
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brodiei:* dxftEart of Buchan, fhMsd from parental controul, 1390 
and knowing ‘ that the had into a weak hand, 

coHedted Ms Itighiaoders, and bun^ the cathedml of Elgin, 
efteemed oimb of theojbtef oiaiameatsiaf country, in revenge 
of iome xpmnHd .wi’di t^ It appears not 

that be was even qaeflioaed for mfaR, which united barbarity 
with profanation ; ; while, had he received the highefb punith- 
inent, ^a naore idehfi pt Rrikaig otaipple xould aaot bavie been 
kilkutod, m cuibii.turhvdcmsmMhty, and teach them obedi- 
ence to lams, and |d the ipvere^uhbe gnardiaa of laws 
The cerenioniee'^ the lunend ck * Mcbeat JI, and the inftall- 
meat his fucceHor, being celdhsateid at Scaote, the Jung's 13 and 14 
firft .att^itkin iwas dimSed to the hotifitmadon of the truce 

' f ’ ■ 

* JSowar, 11 , 4.16. Winwe, 9 i^. Phutpl. ,Morsy. aped Siuw’s Moiay, 

41 2. The day of St. Botulf is the 1 7th |une : Britannia Sanda, fub die. 

About this tune William Douglas iKe vaiisnt Idid of Nith^e, was (hin by 
die Engliih on tbe bridge, of Dantiucin-Ttii^. Bowa^ II, 416. ThePruf- 
iian chronicles foem to be ,fi}cnt; swd tbeTMa^MSa,interAi)gli8oa et Poloniatn, 

Cotton Lib. Nero,.B. II, have been cpnfulted in vain, though eppious in p:y)ers 
of this period : a fi^mn .treaty having bpen concluded between England apd the 
Grand Mafter of the Teutonic order' in 1387. In X402 Henry IV was to 
complain that no Englifli woman was allowed to* land in Pruilia, a regulation 
perhaps arifing from their beauty being dangerous to the chaAity pfthe knights. 

In that year there were tWrty.two EnglUb.^ips in thepprts of Prj^, yet the 
Poles favoured the Scots. Iby. fub annis. It is well hnown that numerous 
Scotiih adventurers have fettlefin Poland. 

This curious Memoir&'Of Marelchal Boudeatit, wtritteii 'tgr .a contmiporary, 
and publi{bed,at Paris by Gpdefrojr, 1620, 4tq, mention ch. 18, p. 06, that 
Boucicaut went to Pruflia, for ihe third time, to nevenge the death of Mcflirc 
Guillaume Pugl8^..(after Bourbon had proceeded toJBatbary againft the infidcls.J 
Many lirai^gers had aff^bled at Konigibe^, to join the Grand MaAer in his 
war ^4£pinft the Sgnfcm^t. (infidels of Pruifiai) and Douglas had been flain by 
the trealbn of the En^lb, whom Boucicaut defied, but was anfwercd that the 
venjeance^belongeid only to the Scots. The Grand Mailer was dead, but the 
infidels were defeated at LeSe. 
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with F.ngland, and the renewal of the lea^e with France ^ 
The Earl of Fife ftill managed the public affairs*, which 
continued for the firft eight years of this reign in a Bate of 
external peace, but were fbmewhat difturbed at home by inroads 
of the highlanders, difliuguifhed by French and domeftic writdiis, 
from early times to the prefent century, as the favages of 
Scotland. 

One of their incurfions into Angus has been efteemed worthy 
of hiflorical prefervation. According to. Bowar, the i6omijttt:^tor 
of Fordun, it was conducted 1^ Duncan Stuart, a natural Ion of 
the Earl of Buchan ; but [Winton’s account bears, by three 
highland chieftains, Thomas, Patrick, and Gibbon, Tons of one 
Duncan. Sir David Lindfay of Glenelk, hearing that an 
inroad was intended, fent a fpy to difeover the circumflances 
of the deftgn; but he never returned; and the highlanders, 

* Winton, 859. Bowar, the.continuator of Fordun 11 , 418. As Fordun’s 

materials clofcd about 1385, his continuator fliall henceforth be quoted : his 
name is fpelled as it appears in old Scotifh charters in Scotlianret's Calendars, 
and in his own work, p. 447. . - ' < 

The renewal of the league with France was ratified by Robert at Edinburgh, 

I Dec. 1390: Regificr, f. 65. ms. Leagues France and Scotland. Tt refers to 
that of 1371. 

* Bowar, 420, Ryles Fife the Gsverner, coram tege et guberhatore j” yef 
the power is more certain than the title. In Vefp. F. VII, f. 39, are inllruc- 
tions to Henry Percy, Scroop, See, 37 May, r^ixlii — ‘1390, to demand 'the 
remainder of David’s ranfom, being 24,000 marks: le Roy d’Efcoce, et le 
Comte de FylF Gardein d’Efcoce,” are mentioned. In 1391 are inftrudions, 
ib. f. 30, requiring the homage of the Scotifli peers, cleigy, and commons, and 
that Robert fliould attend file Englifli parliament : the fuih o( 2000/. a year is 
demanded, as arifmg from Edward Ballol’s lands, aflignefi to the kings of England, 
viz. Berwick, Roxburgh, Edinburgh, and all the polTeffions of thefe monarchs 
in Scotland at the time of the truce of 14 years, between Edward III and 
David 11 , &c. Thefe extravagant demands feem to have been oc^afioned by 
Robert’s renewal of the Fiench league; and, if propafed, were treated with due 
contempt. But Robert accepted fiw treaty of LeilinghcD : ib. f. 36, ii. 't . 

exceeding 
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exceeding three huitdred in number, ruflied into the plains. 1392 
Sir Walter Ogilvy, Sheriff of Angus, and Sir Patrick Gray, 
coUe 61 ed their followers, and marched againfV the plunderers, 
whom they found at Glafclunc in Stormont ; and a conflirt 
began, during which the Sheriff was joined by Sir David 
•Lindfsiy. The. highland ferocity prevailed ; and the SherifT', 
with his half-brother Walter Lichton, and fixty of his people, 
were (lain ; tmd Lindfay and Gray wounded’. That any 
chaftilemeht was inflided on the marauders does not appear 
from the original account; but it would have been happy if 
Robert III. had 'j>oflefIed iufficient benevolence and ability to 
impart fome degree of civilization to this unhappy part of his 
lubje£fs, and to have fulfilled the aobleR duties of royalty by 
the propagation of law, peace, and induftry. 

The iiifanity of Charles VI of France, which appeared this 
fummer, and the confequent diftradled Rate of a^irs in that 
kingdom, confpir^d with the Englilh difcontents, under the 
maladminiftration of Richard U, to render a prolongation of 
the truce 'ofi“ Leilinghcn expedient: and it was accordingly 
extended at different times to Michaelmas 1394, and afterwards t6 Aug. 
to the fanie term in 1398*. This conftant repetition of truces 
between England and Scotland, unknown to any other hiflol^, 
is tedious and unpleafing in every View. One is led to imagine 
that the fyAensi-pf Hobbes is fouiuied in truth, and that war is 
the natural flate of man. But peculiar circumflances contri- 
buted to this inveterate ^nd lengthened enmity. The condufi 
of Edward I, when chofen the friendly arbiter of the di^mtes 
concerning the Scotifh fucceflion, was unkiitgly and ungenerous 
beyond example f anddeftroyedthemoftfaCred rules of fbciety, 
and every bond mutual confidence, and of public fmth. lH 

» Bowar, 420. Wimon, 863. * Rymer, VII, 714, 769i *c. 
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is no wonder then that the Scotifli nation had converted all 
their antient regard for the Englifli into a rooted enmity ; and 
that the fituation of the two nations confined in one ifland 
occafioned continuous war. The ambition of fovereigns, that 
chief fcourge of mankind, and fpring of tkughter, led the 
English kings to maintain the lofty pretei^ons of Edward I,, 
and untaught by experience to hope the vain conqueft of 
Scotland; nor could they abandon their claims left juftice 
Ihould be interpreted want of power, and the htghesft wiiHom 
accounted inabecihty. Such evils’ couM arife from the ambition 
of one maii> ! The inadmiflion, or dubious grant, of the title 
of the Scotiih ftnrere^ns, was aa inftilt to th^m, and to the 
nation ; which^ wifti the unyixft preterdions on the one fide,, 
and jealoufy and revenge on the other, precluded all hopes of 
fblid iuad kfting peace. Wheawe find Henry VIII, in 1 542, 
repeating the extitavagant claims of the firft Edward, almoft 
in his own words, we muft exult in tlM>fe h^ppy events which 
terminated a difoord that threatened to be perpetual ^ ■ 

Our hiftorians, barren in the important provinces of internal- 
governinent>v:^na<i<Hifd freedom oc fiavery, laws^ and manners, 
and arts^ have condefeendsd to^preferve. two incidents of little 
ixnportance, but to Ihew the barbarous fpirit of the times. 

> In 13194 occur two letters from Annabella qtieen of Scotland to Richard II. 
Vefp. F. VII, f. V. 38", 'n. a, and'fl n. t. Tlie firft, dated 28 May, fays 
that the time of conference, propofed’ ftw a marriage between- certain perfons 
of their families, is too ftiort,. as the king was then in. a diftant part of the 
country: the fecond, 1 Aug, mentions that tha.ciwen.was juft recovered from 
child-bed (of James 1 ;} bpt that the ift of-Odohar wodd be- a proper time for 
ambafladors to meet, and confider the marri^,, between avcws procheins 
lie votre fape, et adcums des enftins dto Rm, mon feigneur, et de nons.’" The 
male hence appears to hava been Enghih. Compora the oommiftibn of Rkhaid 
for the marriage in Rymer, VII, 787, dated 27 Aug. 1394. 

In the lame year John . Dunbar earl of Moray was wounded in a tonmey at 
London, and died at York on his return. Caxton’s Higden, f. v. 398. 

A feud 
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A feud ariling betwcea Liiidfay of Crawford and Rol>ert *395 
Keith, alfo a man of wealth and diftin^lion, the latter laid 
liege to the caftle of Fyvie in 'Buchan, 'inhabited by his own 
aunt the wife of Lindlay. Gathering between three or four 
hxmdred of his friends and followers, Lindlky palfed the Gram- 
pian hills, called the Moutuh ov Msmdhy our old writers, and 
w’as met by Keith at Bourtie church, in the Garioch, Aber- 
deenlhire. In the confli^ Keith was dilcomfited, Wkh the 
lofs of about fifty men ' . 

The north Scotland being difturbed hy continual feuds, 1^96 
between the two hi^laitd ^dions of Clan Kay, commanded 
by one S^ee-beg and his* relations, and Chui Quheie under a 
Chriftie Jonlbn *, which could be appealed by no authority 
nor art of the king, or Fife the governor, it was at laft adjulled 
by the Earl of Moray and Lindfajr of Crawford, that the dif- 
pute fhould be terniinated by thiityniett, appoinied upon either 
fide to fight in the royal prefence at Perth. Having met on 
the day named before the many nobles and 

a great multitude, eager to lee ftus novelty, one of the Clan 
Kay felt his heart fail, and efeaped by fwinuning acrofs the 
Tay, upon which a cbwn who was prefimt oftered to fupply 
his place for half a mark. A fierce battle enfued with bo^, 
battle axesi, iwords, and daggers ^ and ended in the defeat of 
Clan Kay, who had only the mercetiaiy ![eft alive, while eleven 
of the opponents keeped the fiejid ’. The'liighlanders were 

* Wintdn, 866. 

* WintOD, 868, csllsthe clans, of **■ wyld Scottis,” Sha and and 

the -kadet xX, the former hy his account was Sha Farqtdiarfon, apparently-the 
Shea-Beg, or Sha the little, of Bowsur. 

, • Winton, 868, but he fey* the conflict vms indecifive. Bowar, II, 426, 421. 

The modem improvements, or comiptions, of the talc arC beneath notice ; they 
unaccountably originate ^ith Lefley ami Buchsmao. 

HZ afterwards 
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1396 afterwards m^re quiet for a few years: but It might be (aid 
upon this occafiou that a public fpedlacle had been appointed, 
to manifeib to the nation that the government was without 
power, and the laws without 'force. . 

1398 i To refume a more impoitaM train of events, David Karl 
March Carrie, eldeft Iba of the hingj the Earl of Fife, and other. 
Scotilh commiHioners met ' Jc^n Dvdee of Aquitain and Lan^ 
caller, and others^ on the part of England, according to an 
agreement made^ in the'*preoeding year, at HaudenAank on 
the marches ; and the truce was renewed to Michaelmas. 1 3 9 9 ^ 
It is not imfubbable thatsthe fuperior title of the Englilh Duke 
led to fome claim of precedence, orrelpefl, not relilhed by 
28 April the Scodlh princes, for in the courfe of this Amuner we find 
the firA appearance of the ducal title in Scotland and its 
appropriation afitn'ds anoAreru proof ^ the king's weaknefs, 
and of the governor's Hftfiitkble' ambition, r The heir ^marent 
of the kingdom was created Dtdce of Rothlay, a nl^rable 
hamlet in the lAe of ^while; the whole ifland would no^ 
have aAbrded a territorial Atle to a baron.; and the Earl of 
Fife had the realAyle of heir apparenit^'in the title of Duke 
of Albany, or of all Scotland hoi^ of the firAis of Clyde and 
Forth. That luch a perverfibn Ihould have continued to our 
own times, is only an iiiAadce of that iiuttention, and blind 
imitation, ib natural to mankind. . Thefe titles were conferred 
in a Iblenui council held at Scone and prince David, riien in 
his twentieth year, appeared as the leader of a tounmment, 
exhibited at Edinburg by the queen^ command'^. Chivalry 

* Rymcr, VIII, 33. A fetter of Carrie to John of Caunt occurs,' Vefp. 
F. VII, f. 68, n. 2. 

* Bowar, 422.. Winton, 873. . 

‘ Bowar, 421, fays it was held near the North Loch, “ ubi nunc cA lacus 
docs this imply that the lake was recent } 
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now reigned in both kingdoms r Morley, an Englifti gentle- 1398 
man, came to Scotland to challenge combats, as David Lindlay, 
created Earl of Crawford, had lbme*ycars before been an a6lor 
in the iplendid tournament of Ridiard II 

A frelh congrefs of commiffioners was ; held, to eftablilh Odlobcr 
.further articles of truce; and guarantees were appomted for 
more efledtiial lecurity of . the borders, and toadl.as guardians 
of the peace, in .prevenfiiig or eba^ng any limitary depre- 
dation A difference was compromiiedf which 'had aii^n on 
the capture of alScotiih vc^el, having on. board Sir John Ha- 
milton of,. Cac^ob, aheeffor the Dukes of Hamilton, and 
other men of tank, by immediate ^ reff oration, deliverance, 
and compeni^ion for the damages Buti the: . family of 
Douglas feem ndi to have faeen^ pleafed with the appearances 
of amity between. ;the kingdoms,.. Which the critical iituation 
of Rk^d Il^i bwingto the rdvolt of (Ireland* /had led him to 
with ^%or the Ead?i ion, with Sir William Stuart and others, 
broke down the bridge at ( Roxburgh,; idbndered the town, and 
ravaged the. adjacent.laBdaf. dThis. expedition , may however 
have been a mtere laBy. ef inteoipe^e ; courage, for the Earl 
of Douglas fooasaifasr tCQnfewtcdaij*b.3«^.a^ the weftqrn 6 Nov. 
marches, to .Qbferve: the tiiUQe<>iUud4gayei feciuiti fpr that 
purpole.*. The Englife kihg, mteilt, upon h^ I»Ih expedition, 
was, now anxiouSito e^fbliihi:a{ 4 ieal and lailing^. peace with 
Scotland, sand inftrufled his'amfeai&dors. to ufe , every endea- 
vour for this end, Of, .M/i buy, rate tp procure a long truce. 

The Ehikes of hABcafteff And Rothfay; again met; but only 
coiifirmed the truce formerly eftablilhed, to laft till Michael- 

* Bowar, 421—424. Winton, 853. * Rymcr, VIII, 54. * Ibid. 57. 

' Ibid. Winton, ,870, feems to narrate thi$ inddent; but has erroncoufly 
put Jedburgh. ■ 

* Rymer, VIII, 58, 59, &c 
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1398 mas 1399’. Laiicafter had long been Lord Lieutenant of the 
Englilh marches, and being of courfe the chief inftrumcnt 
in the ncgociations, it is not matter of ftirprize that they did 
not fucceed, when we confider the differences between him 
j'ch. and Richard.* Upon his death in the enfuing year, his fon, 
’390 irritated by the injuffice of his iovereign, returned from his. 

Sept. 30. fliort baninunent, deUironed Richard II ; and is known by the 
name of Henry IV, as th« fucqcfsful ulurper of the Englilh 
. crown. 

While the parliament of England was occupied with the 
depofitkui of one iovereign, and the appointment of. another^, 
the Scc^iih borderers took and ruined the calUe of Wark, the 
governor Sir Thomas Gray then being abient upon his parlia^ 
mentary duty, and ravaged the adjacent country ^ Henry IV 
ibon after nominated Ralph I^Ieville earl of Weftmorelaud to 
treat with Scotland; and, in cafe that a peace or truc^ could 
not be ol>tained, to offer an agreement that the Umn& of 
Dumfries in Scotland, and Penrith in England, ^ould be 
declared free from any hoilility This and another com- 
raiffion, granted in the end of the yegtf, were alike ineffectual. 

» Rymcr, VUI, 65. 

♦ Winton, 879, 880, tells a Itrangc ffory of Riclntrd II being difeovered in 
the Hebuefe*, by an Irifli lady named Biifet, wedded to the brother of the lord 
of the Illcs. This Richard was however maintained by Robert III, and by 
Albany the regent: he was indevout^ and feeined diftraifled, fays Winton. 
Bowar, 427, believes the tale. The rlmiA|'ch|;oniclcr gives, p. 880, an inco- 
herent account of the feizurc of Dumbarton c^le, by tjic parfon of Kincardin 
O Neil. 

* Waif. 403. But Umfraville defeated the Scots at Redfw^rc, on another 
inroad. Harding, f. 199. 

® Rymcr, VIII, 107. Abercromby unaccountably ftyfcs Wcftmorcland the 
brother of Henry IV \ in which he is blindly followed by Guthrie. Robert 
had, in his letters, only addrefTcd Heniy as duke of Lancaller. Vcfp. F. VII, 

59 i 3 * dated 2 Nov. and f. 66, n. i. 
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The iialady of the moilfei^h, and the diftiubcd condition 1399 
of France, prevented any exertion againft the new Englifh'*'"*^ 
king, though that pcw'^er did not behold with mdifferencc her 
ally Richard II hurled froiii the throne, and tlie intrufion of 
a prudent and fpirifed \a(furpef. She excited Scotland to re- 
venge her qfuaTfd by vesfetions inroads ; and early in the year 1400 
Henry iummoned his ohuneil, fS cbnfider the nfioft effe«?Iiial 
means of retorting* Vengeance UrdiEappily thele , means 
were foon liipplred by Scotland idelf, in the wea|;nels of its' 
government, tmd its inte^ine divifidns. The Losr<f Of the Ifles 
was acknowledged j as* tdual, the ally of England; and he 
vi^ed that kingdotii -with bis bfOtflier' John, ahd a refiiitie of 
a hundred hoffe *. Political knowledge midl; teive been very 
confined in a country which pefneiiifted this conRartt tftorti- 
fication ; for' if the neceflary naval force eonld not be procured' 
to con^^in, yet art and induftry might have invited allegiance. 

The l^rl of March, cttraged by a \dtdent af&ont from' the 
Scotilh government, the circunfftances of which will appear 
with more connexitm and. advantage in' a fiicceCdi'ng part of 
the narration, was preparing ta throw himfelf into the arms 
of England, a country to which fituation, and intcreli, had 
always too much attached' his family ’.5 

’ Rytner, VIII, 125. To avoiil a parliament, and taxes, dangerous in a 
new ufurpation, the lords fpintual and temporal aflefled tiicmrelvcs. The 
engagement of the cad of Rutland is prfefcwcd, Vefp. P. Vfl, f. 72 : he is to 
fiimifli 60 men at arms for three mondu^ himliblF and 16 knights, the remainder 
fquires. All who had dHces, or pcnfions, were to ierve, except queen Ifabers 
fervantSk Ib. f. 73, n. i. The royal jewels w'cre pawned, Vefp. F. VII, 
f. 91. fecurity was granted to London for money, f. 92, n. i. The Chefhirc 
rebels were pardoned on cot)dition' of fervice, f. 92. n. 2. 

* Rymer, VIII, 146,, 2 June. Yet, in March, Douglas herald had been 
lent by Robert'tO propofean accomtAodidion. Vefp. F. VII, f. 77. n. 2. 

* The firft letter of March to Henry, offoing his. allegiance, is dated Dunbar 
18 Feb. Vefp. F. VII, f. aa. 
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1400 Some Scotilh fhips, under S command of Sir Robert 
Logan, were taken by the Engli/h. This admiral had boafted 
that he would de^roy the Englilh fleets, and efpecially that 
employed in fifhing near Aberdeen : but the event was other- 
wife: and the Englifh fliips ravaged Ibme of the Orkneys, 
then held of the crown of Norway by a Scotifli earl It is. 
furprizing that a country fd well adapted for marltim power 
as Scotland, fhoitld have neglected' that ftrong engine of de- 
fenfiye or odehfive war, a powerful navy, while the kings of 
Denmark Sweden, whofe refources were little fuperior, 
had numerous* fleets, 

Henry IV at length determined, by the moll vigorous mea- 
fures, to render the commencement of his reign illullrious, in 
the eye of his fubjedls, and dreadful to his foes. He relblved 
upon a perfonal ihvafion of Scotland, being the laft to be per- 
formed by an' Englilh monarch. It is aflerted that his chief 
irritation to this project arole from Ibme intercepted letters, 
from the Scotilh governor the duke of Albany to France, in 
which Henry was branded with the appellation of a preeminent 
traitor ; and an inlult mull wound deeply, ^hen lharpened by 
malice and truth*. The prudence of Henry had fufflciently 
weighed the lituations of Scotland and of^Frahee, before he 
9 J une venttired to try his new power in • this expedition. . He liim- 
moned the whole military force of England to .meet him at* 
r8 June York: and, to lave 'appearanOes with France, he ordered 
proteilion to hfcr flups, and to thofe of ' all countries, except 
35 July Scotland Arriving at Newcalllc, he admits. March to 
his homage and fealty, and granted a pei|flon to his wife and 
heirs*. The proud ufuiper then fulminated a letter to the 

■ Waif. 405. The captors of X/ 3 ga&’s veflhls were of Lynn ; “ per viros 
de Lemnia.’* 

• Bowar, 430. * Rymer, VIII, 146, 147. ♦ Ibid. 153. 
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Scotifti kiag, and another to the prelates and nobles, com- 1400 
manding them to meet him at ^nburgh, by the twenty third 
day of Auguft, to pay h<»nage to their lord paramount. In 
thefe letters the whole fabulous dsiim of the lirft Edward is 
revived, and dednj^d with great faith from old Locrinus^ 

A pitiful ballad, which has reached our times, feems to have 
been the only, and proper, anfwer of the Scots to this de- 
mand ^ Revenge for the infiilt which he had received from 
the Scotifh govemmeM muR have incited Henry to fuch an 
arrogant manifello ; for his pmdeiice is too firmly eflabliAied, 
to permit a belief that he entertained views gf efiedually 
lubduing Scotland, 

The Englifh army entered that. kingdom, while a powerful 14 Aug. 
fleet coafled along with proyificais ^. After celebrating the 
Afcenfion of. the Virgin at .liUdington, Henry marched to 
Leith, where he remained three days, and made repeated 
aflaults on the caftle of Edinburgh, which was bravely defended 
by the Duke ^ of Rothlay, aJS^nded hX Earl of Douglas, 
and many noblemen and^ gentlemen of the ibuthern part of 
Scotland. Mean time the< Puke .of Albany had collefled a 
copious army, and advanced. In Caddernt<>or . in Eaft Lothian. 

A fingular kitercourfe took pUce,,ho|<yeon, the Englilh king, 
and the Dukes of; Rothfey, andr 7 Ubany. Rotlilay fent a 
meilage tp the invader,; that hiSi pretenfions to the Scotifh 
crown might, oecafion . the efBifion of much chriftiau blood, 
which to |)reyent, he waa ^willing .tp fettle the difpute by a 

* Rytncr, VIII, 15J. 

* It is prererved m the Midtiimd Us. Pepyfian Lib. Cambridge, and is called 
the Ring (reign) of the Roy Robert, from the 6rft line. It was written by a 
dean named David Steel : and is printed, but incorre£lIy, by Watfon, in his 
colledion of Scotifli poetry, Edin. 1709, 8vo. Part II, p. iii. 

* AnordertoLynnfor ftips, lajuly, r, i. occurs, Vcfp.f. VII, f. 64. n.a, 
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1400 combat of one, two, or i^iree nobles, againfh an e(|ttaF mamber 
'■■"‘^of the EngKA. Heniy parrbd thb amiable Ally of yoothftil 
vivacity by a piece of wit; anfwcring, that he was Arpriaed 
rfiat RoAfay, who Aewed fiich aveiAm to Aed elu-iAian 
bloody Aould' propofe a combat of the noldea, whole blood 
was certainly chriltian. AAmiy, on his fide,, lent a lietter. 
promiling that, if Heniy would keep his Ra^on for fix days, 
he Aould give hiija battle, and either die in the fieM, or force 
him to raiA the fiege.. The Bnghlh ihonard^ with Iw ufual 
Ipirit, gave his royal word dkat he Aoiild await the term 
mentioned ; and to teftify pleofiire at the tidings he pre- 
fented to the herald his upper garment, and » chain of gold. 
Albany howevw’ did not fiohU his rhodomontade ; but keeped 
aloof, and' left his nephew in imminent; dai^et of death, on 
oaptivi^*-. 

Henry’s lenity and modemiibnv dmring the whdte of ehis 
•xpedition; were remarkaUe^ and fuffiaently concralb his 
chamber with that of Rkhard-Ii ; wh<^ ouWage produms 
his weaknefi ; while diis invi^n Aewed: that crudty and 
definition are leldom the cotnpaitioiis of courage and- wildom- 
To the towns, viUages^monafteiies^ and even fiorflrefies, which 
fubmitted^ he infiamiy fimt a banner, painted with his arms^ 
to be di^layed as theibeed fignal that- noaeof Ms army Aould 
approach them. And when two<!!tmonsof iHblyvoedhoulecame 
into .his piafence at Eeith, to requefif-the prelWvatatm of &eir 
mcetafiesy, he anlweredwkh great. a&bMty, ** Fty: be from 
my arms the difgrace of raoldtingany hdy church, and elj^-. 
ci^y your’s, ki; which 

a.>eA^» h am myAlf hai(f a)S}c .f »jjj hj i a a i^ Cpmyn by 

* Wdfingham, pk 40^, ic.very.briefi Q om paae Wiiu^ 880,. 

Itymoi!, 157, X 58. finb- Albany's fiieioa ,to; i«ft ) with; < Ech^rcU 

fdfely quotes Buchanan. Yet fee here 0 &. 1462. 

maternal 
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maternal defcent; and I call God to witnefs that nothing 1400 
but grofe provocation could have brought me here as a foe. 

But there are in- your gov<»‘nmetft'|»ople v^ho "#ritc letters ih 
a iingular ftyle : and my iflteiiiiim is little to Injure the country, 
but to fee if the writer dare td^ nttiintaifi hhi ufottkf by meeting 
•in battle him whom he ^ i'ihdihg that ' Albany 

declined an engagetliiait) and flOt thit&ltig the caftle Of Edin^ 
burgh an objea Wordly OfldtigOf dilfty) OT defpaitiii^ df tahing 
that fortre^ ; p^hapa oven uiiWilthig to expcde to the chance 
of dellru^ion a place wiuch had afibrded an afylum to his 
fother ? Henry raifed the fiege, and withdrew his arhiy into 
England’. It is not iirtprcilrahiet' at the ihiiife time, that d 
&ilure of proven, and tihat lUniattred mfUrreiSlioii of Owen 
Glendour in Wales, afRisdod Arong afgumenta^^^^ this retreat. 

But if it be ditBcult to account for the niothrea of Henry; 
what are we io ^iuk^of «hcd« df Adfaan^ this occafiont 
At the head ofu mysteim^ 

of a trhhnphant enemy in ^ heart of Idar country ; and blheld 
with indifference the danger of^e heir apparent, whofe ranfom 
mull have eoftithe nation an i^amanfe fum* The juiideneb of 
declining a battle ^ith tlfe Ibfce^of Eng!and» cOndtsRed by 
the monarch, feems to have been fuhy effdblhhed in' Scdti^ 
polkics; by .the latter tnandihiis of ll<A)ert I : and the mod^ir 
axiom, that battles ino the ^e -Of ^idotUnOe, and^ that a Wealif 
general fights whcm he imows not Wlsait to do, wa'f apparent 
not unknown in ibmier times. So fndch! ntay be 'i^ered' ki 
Albiuvy’s' vindication.^ But chara^er of thh rilah Will fiion 
develope its bhuolmefs ; and tiie cot^ency of wjchral aihi^ ' 
bitioa tnrufi! Ibme vs to infisrthat^ to Rich a mini, bafe- motivea 

* Bowar, 430. Wintdn, 881, mentions the deftru&ion of die boufe oC 
Dalhoufie, as the Jble ravage of Henry’s arms. 

4 a mull 
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muft be the moil: eflfei£hial. Our ancient accounts afcribe 
Albany's condu£l to a previous enmity with Rothiay and it 
is probable that this gallant youth, confcious his birth and 
expelled royalty, £iw with impatience his father, his king, his 
country, under fuch mean controul. Apparently a coward, 
certainly unknown in war, Albany might from ba&iiefs decline 
the combat with a bold and caps^e monardi ; and from yet 
greater baieneis might have exulted to fee, in the capture or 
death of Rothiay, the fecurity, the prolongation, of his re> 
gency. 

Some events, which preceded the Engliih invailon, have 
been refervOd to this pkOe, in order to prefcnt a clear and 
conneded account of internal trania^ons in Scotland, in- 
terelling and impmtant in an eminent degree^ The King’s 
infirmities increaied with his age, and ihe Duke of Albany 
muil be regarded as the chief agent, in affairs, which, from 
the monarch's reiidence on diibnt parental effates, fometimes 
hardly reached the royal ear, except by the voice of the nation. 
It is to be regreted that the meagreneis of our annals ieldom 
permits a near acquaintance With hifforical charadlers, till the 
reign of the firft James. Sulpended in the darknefs of igno- 
rance, and the diftance of time, the portraits rarely appear 
diftind, except when enlightened by the fplendor of the diadem. 
Hence arifes a barrcnne& in an interefting province of hiftory, 
the varied and ffrong delineation of chara^er, fo neceffary to 
form jufi; and complete ideas of important events. 

The Duke of Rothfay had now attained his twenty fecond 
year; and his mental featares nearly refemble thoie of the 
prince of Wales his contemporary. That warm cffervefcence 
of vigorous youth, which Umed by realbn, experience, and 

* Bowar, 430. 

time. 
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time, affords mature materiak of a firm and fpirited character, 1400 
had led him into fome exceflc^ e^ec^)r.o£ the amorous kind, v— ' 
which afforded pretexts of cpi)Rnunt,from his uncle the go- 
vernor, aiid of reproof pj^rents. A fondnefs 

for riotous paftime and ajrpj^ , roguery W(^e alio laid to the 
.prince’s charge ; who, to fiifi|cientj|y.compeniated 

thefe youthful andtthwial deffB^ by jb^s gjoipd Endued 

with a comely perfon, an<;lH¥^ able head, a moll 

fweet and afiahle.<.tenaper,i w4 . even dee||ly . tindhired with 
learning for that century, his virtues, and not his vices, at- 
traiSled the regent’s eBfmity . 

Robert 111 only knew l^is own lon.lrom &e i^icious reports 
of Albany ; but the queen .^nahftlla,^ formerly famed for 
beauty, and ilill for fenfe, fpiril, fpd gjmerofity, was not the 
dupe of iuch pradices, and., appears to have luggelled the 
marriage of the prince, as a proper aad ufual expedient to 
overcome his wildnek, by the fiveetnels of lawful love, and 
domellic ties. This projed mull have alarmed Albany, and 
he employed every relburce of little cunning to defeat it, 
while he did not dare a public oppofition. To bring the Icheme 
into contempt, to gratify his own avarice, to low diffentions 
and obllacles, to procure delay and perhaps abandonment, he 
held up the marriage of his prince to lale among the peers of 
Scotland, inllead of demanding a foreign princels, whole con- 
nexions might have aidedr her hulband, and have overturned 

* Bowar, 431. The charaddr Rothfay is chiefly irom Winton, 88&. 

Our lord' the kingh eldeft fone, . 

Sueite and vertuofe,. young and fiur. 

And his nerreft lanchfiil air ; , 

Honeft, abill, and awenand. 

Our lord, our prinee. in all plefand, 

Connand into literature, 

A femely perfoun in ftature. 

the 
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1 400 the regent’s ambitious plans. The Earl of March, a frieiul 
of Albany, was the higheft biclder ; and having paid a large 
fum, his daughter Elisabeth was aihanced to Rothi&y. But 
at the iniligation of the lung’s council, the Earl of Douglas, 
Archibald the Grim, offered a >^^ger fum, which was alfo 
fecieived ; and the ne^t daring to trifle with that Uluflrious. 
F^ily, the prinna! a&uafly nianied'h^^ the dau^ter of 
Douglas, at Bothwdfl ’. 

The only excule oflered to March that the confent of 
the three eftateshad not been procured to the marriage; and 
as no meeting of parliament: is mentioned, k is to be prefumed 
that m this rude age the Icing’s councdl, confiffing of members 
clerical, nohlb,, sind cemundn, was regarded as reprefenting the 
three eftates, when ineonvenient to fumnson that formidable 
body. Nay the repayment of the fum advanced was refufed, 
or deiiored; and March, huming with indigiiation, procured a 
:^e oewdu^ flmtn the king of England, and retired to that 
enuntty, leaving fak cisflde of Dusdaar in the cuflody of Sir 
Robert Maitlaaid*. After the retreat of I^nry anarnoy was 

* Bowac, 428. 

* The flrft I^er of March to Henry, at ahove m^rtionect, is dat^ Dunbar, 
18 FA. Itftates that he b gieatly wtoi^^ed bjr Rothfay, who efpoufed hit 
daughter, and tbOHgh hbunit by his. btter and feal, is about to marry anoAer 
the earl requefts hel|p at. the kiofiuan of Henry, Alice de Bcavraent being fiMt 
Antr (grand-mother) of Henry, and Marjory Corny n her full filler, gud-dame 
of March. He ofiets his own all^iance, and that of his vaffids : dellres that 
lordFucneval,.or Weilmoreland, be feiit to.confeir with him;; and a fafe conduft 
for himfelf and too followers. After apologizing for writing in EngUlh, as 
he underllands that fpeech better than latin or French, he figns in French, 
« Le Count de la Marche ■d’Elfcoce.” Yefp. F. VH, £. aa. Furneval was 
fent, ib. f. 39, n. 2. On the 13th of Maich WeAmoieland was commilfioned 
to enquire the deteroBnadpo the Scotifii earl. Ib. f. 78. But the precife 
date of March’s retreat into England is not apparent ; though it feems that he 
remained in Scodaod till he met Hemy St NowcalUe 00 the 25th of July. See 
I^path, 369. 
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fiifed tf> befi^e dstt important fortrefi, which if betrayed! h> 1400 
the Englilh, might have afforded a dangerous poff to the****'*i^ 
enemy ; and Robert III himleif appecrdd a» general : bnt, 
before he reached Dunbar, Maidind was intimidated and 
yielded the caftle to the Of Ddtfglis Jf the ScotUh king 
had no opportunity to (hew had martial hdentd, he at leaff 
evinced his goodnels and jtfffke hi thla esepe^^dti. After 
waiting at Hadington three days^ till rahiihrcfements 

arrived, the army prepared to march) the trbmpeta founded^ 
and the king*s foot was in dre ffirmp* to imohnt hd^ horfb) When 
a poor butcher begged an aa£ence. The eoni^int Wl$ agiunff 
m officer of the i>oya} honihoid, who had' not paid for the 
meats ordered: the monarch heard the dadm arid pati- 

ondy, and fait for the dffieer ; who not being fband he paid 
the lum himfclf. He then oiilered W ^oiaolffaKitbn at the 
maihet crols dtat all debts due- by his attooidatckta ffiouid be 
inifantly demanded and pmd; and in fiitnre alw^ ohferved 
this cufbom- on leavifig any pkce } ail' nfefiA 63 ^ 
ffibjedbi, in an age^ when ChffisrOit ffinutes were required to 
enforce a l&e pca^ce in the nc^es. The people upon diis 
oceai($on remai^iered with .pleafoi^ Ms iimilar condull atf his 
coronation, when he ordered psymdft fid^thie fffomffiiery tff 
Scone, for the growings com trod^nr imd# fciot! by the mul^ 
tifiide K Sbyb matieers me often efteemed^ beneath the (h^iity 
of l^bory ; bua fer be that pride which wotild prevent a goc^: 
action to the meatuffi: <ff mankind, or its ooinrnetnoratibii r 
and if this. hiftOric digoity be inimical to amiaUe views of 
manners) aSid to humani^, it is rathmi anctbje^bof icona tliai 
of admiration.^ 

Though, in November and December^ fbitie’ conferences 140* 
between the EnglHh and Scotiffi'commhliotieta had been held,, 

.1 

* Bowar, 429. * Boww, 418, 419. 
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1401 only truces dr a few weeks had been adjufted'; and the war 
'—^^foon refiirhed its depredations. Henry's demands w^ ex- 
orbibtnty as he had been irritated by Robert’s negle^' and 
by being treated as an uiiirper. The Engliih monarch in* 
ftru6Ied his commiffioners to require dte homage of Scotland ; 
if refufed, an annuity, or lands, were field out as temptations 
to Robert : Ihould this ^rtteniion prove fiui a marriage 
treaty between their families was to be propoied, or at leaR a 
truce of thirty years • : all 'thcfe terms were rendered nugatory 
by the Scotiih alliance with France. 

Robert ih vain denuClided that (hould be delivered 

up: and that earl required the relHtution of his ellates with 
as little fucodk. * Henr^ IV knew from experience the value 
«f a traitor, and exteiidel to March, his friends and followers, 
the warmcft proteflaMi. l^gcr to wipe off the Rain his 
captivity, ^lefiry Perdy joiiwd Marchi -^ho was inflamed with 
i'evenge^ and anxious t6 erince his importance by his Icrvices ; 

3 Feb. aiid they entered Scotlandj at the head of tWothouIand cholen 
men. Piercing by Peebles to Linton, they al&ulted without 
fucccis the caRle of Hales, burned three villages, and encamped 
at Prefton. , But thc^^^fo^ of dhe Earl of I^ouglas, advancing 
^om Edinburgh again0:;?them, with a lx>dy. of bis followers, 
they made a precipitate retreat^ iescring tiieh i{x>Us, and -tents, 
anff‘prCbarbd prb^ Scots puTfoi^' di^ k whole 

dreary nigltf of lhat '%^n of the year,, rn^y nt 

CQlbrand*8.»pat^ :^e reft dK»pu^ to Berwick ; at die very 
gates of wMch the Unce^^ a^ of the lord 

Thomas Talbot Were .taken*. T^ heir of Douglas a feW 

* Rymer, VIII, i66» < 9 ^. 

* Inftni£lions Velp. F. VII, f. 83,85, n. f, written, from intrinfic evidence, 
after Henry’s Kaon. 

* Bowar, 499. 

months 
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mdnths after wore the brilliant coronet of thathoufc, upon 1401 
the death of his fether Archibald, (urnamed the Grim, a peer 
recommended to fame by his wildom, as much as by his here- 
ditary valour *. 

This year forms an epoch in the hiftory of Scotilh legiflation, 

;the more important, as, after the various laws of Robert 11 , 
no further intelligence arifes, till the luminous period com- 
mences with the ftatutes of James I. 

. The ordinances pafled in a parliament held at Scone are a* I'cb 
numerous *. Many concern private property, then in an ob- 
fcure and precarious condition, under the feudal oppreflion, 
and rapacity of the great; but the following chiefly dcfervc 
hiftorical commemoration. It was decreed that the king’s 
lieutenant-general the Earl of Fife, and ot^r royal minifliers, 
fliould hear the caufes of churchmen, M(idow$, orphans, 
and minors, without taking (ureties, and judge without delay : 
that, during the papal ichifln, wy excommunicated peribn 
might appeal to the confervator of the church, and after- 


* Bowar, 429* , 

There events have been dated 1400 by oar hiflorians, aiifled by Bowar't 
inattention to the commencement of the year ; but the preceding narrative, 
and notes, evince them to belong to 1401. Red^th,- 369, Ihewa little aictimeu 
in not being able to folve To flender apcrpleKity. 

In 1401 Northumberland and .hU fpQ demanded iboO marks from Henry, 
for an inroad, Vefp. F. Vll, f. 70, piobaUy this: from this letter it alfo 
appears that they bad 3000/. a year for t^ vrardenlhip of Berwick, and the eaff 
marches ; and 1500/. for that of Carliile and the slrell. Oh the aSth June 1401, 
the manor of Clippefton was granted to Match by- the EngliA king. Rymer, 
VIII, 205. 1 ; 

* Thefc laws are publiihed by Skene, in his Colledion known by the name 
of Regiam Majeftatem, from the firft words of a treatife prefixt. They 
were extant in the Regifter in his time, zt he Mentions in his frafl De Ver- 
bonim Signifiemione ; and their authemicity is unquedioned. Sec alfo msv 
Harley, 4700, 'Fhc date is accurately marked in that ms. and by Skene. 

. VOL. 1. K wardf 
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1401 wards to tlic general congregation of the clergy; that the 
'-‘v**-* dud j(hould only be permitted in four caics, the crime mu ft 
infer death, it tnuft be fecretly deftgoed or perpetrated, the 
fufpicions muft bear veriilmilitude, and the truth was not to be 
difeovered by witnefles or writings. Among the caufes why 
^fts are revocable, are claflied the, arts of monks in perfuading 
the laity to donations. U&ry, or intereft, is not to be allowed 
againft a minor, who is only to pay the principal. As a check 
on the flierifts, their cldks ®re to be appointed by the king, 
and only amtnable to him, to prevent any connivance in 
injuftice. The jufticiary courts arc to be held twice in the 
year, on either fide of the Forth : the coremer is empowereti 
to arreft perfoos indideA : dte lords, of regalities, iherifts, and 
barons, are to hold their yournies of juftice twice in the year, 
and abbreviate the terms appearance : the king’s jufticiary 
may tiemofve iherift^ or other royal officers in cafe of default, till 
the htdng of the next parliranent, which is to judge the caufe ; 
a iingulsr ftatute, confounding the legiftative and executive 
powers. ‘V. To prevent the great and horrible ravages, depre- 
datiwis; fires, and homicides, .which arc daily committed in 
every part of the Idngdom, it is ordained that all the Ihcriffs 
in the jreaim na^e public proejamations, that no perfon tra-, 
veiling ftiall, be allowed tupre attexalants than thofe whofe 
saaint^umoe he deiiuys^'* depredators, incendiaries, 

robbers, nn{rderer8yait!tobe|>uniftiedby deathand confifeation. 
The ffierifT ftuift aireft. malefa<^orSf tkke bail for their ap- 
pearance at the (MKKtrjQUfney pf .juffice, or circuit,; their 
nonappearance infers rebellion, and forfeiture of the bail; if 
no bail be found, they are at once to be; tried by an aftize, 
and if found guilty forfeit their lives;; jf Aey ffee from one 
iheriffilom to another, the firft ffieriff! is to imd a precept to 
the foccnid for their deUveiasce to trhU ; a fimilar orocedure k 
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to bo ufed to lords, and officers of regalities, and all lieges are 140,1 
to affift. Anxong the more minute ftatutes, may be named, 
that allowing the lieges to purchafe vidluals where they 'pleafe, 
on paying the cuftoms; that againft burning thtf heath of mo(^rs 
in fummer, or autunan, when tlie corn mL|[ht be damaged; 

^fhol'c againft the killing of falraon> or hares, at prohibited 
leafons ; that which orders formers, who rent lands for a term, 
not to alienate the leafe for a term exceeding the agreement. 

'I hele laws, like the ruiiis of an ancient hhll of juflice, infpire 
reverence from their priftine majefty, and utility ; and will 
iutercll the philoibphic reader, as reliques of tlie progrefs of 
Ibciet}', and of the hlftory of man. 

The effc^ls of March’s vengeance Have already been nar- 
rated; but a feene of a blacker arid, more deplorable kind, is 
How to open, in the murder of the Duke of Rothlay. The 
power and fonfe of the queen, the gravity of Trail biffiop of 
St. Andrews, a chief promoter of concord, the vaiodf and 
wifdom of the firft Archibald Earl of Douglas, had balariced 
the ambition of Albany, but thefo three lupporters of thc> 
monarchy died within a fliort period *, arid the governor's 
paffions had no longer any controul, fove from Rothfoy’s* 
merit, and juH preteniicuis. Archibald the focond Earl of 
Douglas of that name, born to adorn that family by his valour^' 
hut to difgface it by his condu^i was married to the elder 
daughter of Robert HI; os hia father had efpoufed a daughter 
of the preceding kmg. Thus doubly corine£led with the royal 
family, he ieems to have regarded Rothfay^ who had wed^d 
his lifter, not with fraternal affedion, but with the malevdlenf 
eyes of a rival iii ambition. Joined in ftiii^t fiiendihip with 

The fourth peftilence which had ravi^d Scotb^nd appeared in 14.01 ; 1 mi£ 
it appears not that any. of tliefc great perfons fell a viAim to it. Wintoov;884. 

K a , Albany, 
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1 40 1 Albany, and bis Second Ton Jcdin afterwards Earl of Buchan ; aiid 
'•“''“^milled by their offers, or by a pique at Rothfay, he (hared their 

1 402 detelUble fchemes. The young prince had been married about 
two years, but had no children; and perhaps hating the wife 
forced upon him by his uncle’s avarice, he purfued his former 
courfes. Albany, on pretence of reftraining his wildnefs, had< 
(et a band of his partifans to watch his condu6l ; and now that 
the occafion opoied the regent gave the hint, and this band 
reprefented to the king that his (bn would no longer bear 
CQuniel, nor refiraint. Indeed this impudent plan of Albany, 
this council of guardians appointed to watch a man of fenfe 
and Ipirit, and that man- the heir of royalty, was a certain 
mode to in^te and inflame youthful paffions, but never a>uld 
tend to moderate their influence. The decrepit and iniirnk 
monarch was, as uflial, diftant from the public (bene, and 
goidbd by thole around him; among whom was now unhappily 
one Ramorgny, a kmjg^t who had formerly fuggelled to- 
Rothfay the aflaflination of Albany, but the generous nature- 
of the prince had rejefled the propolal with horror and indig- 
nation. A fuccei^fui criminal- may be honoured ; but a crime 
offered, qnd reftif^ expofos the character to certain hatred' 
and contempt ; and it is not matter of wonder that Ramorgny 
became .in lus turn the bitter enemy of Rothfay. At his fug- 
geilhin* which may be conftrued that of Albany, Robert fent 
a written order to the regrat, to arrefl his fbn, and confine 
him for a fhort time, in order to fubduc his ftubborn fpirff ; 
forgetfol of foe certain dif^ce which foe confinement of the 
heiir apparent muft entail on his reign, perhaps on the future ; 
forgetful of the fhun>on tlw fucceffion, and danger of confe- 
quent difafle^oii in foe fubjefb;- forgetful how fhort a path 
leads a prince' from the prifon to fob graved' ' 

Tha^ 
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The royal mandate was bom by Ramorgny and by another 14.031 
enemy of Rothfay, Sir William Lindlay, whole lifter Euphemia *— 
had alfo been affianced to the prince, and rejected ♦. From 
thefe circumftances it may be perceived that the fcheme was- 
laid, and conducted with all the deep and darit art of conlum- 
mate villainy. Albany, receiving the order with joy, relblvcd 
on its immediate enforcement, and that the bearers Ihould be. 
the executors. Privacy was neccliary ; and Rothlay was in- 
veigled into Fife, upon pretence that he Ihould take pofleffion 
for the king of the caftle of St. Andrews, tffi the appointment > 
of another bilhop. When the'mffiilpeflang prince was lidingt 
with a imall attendance, between Nydie and Strabura, near; 

St. Andrews, he was feized, and held a priibiier ^in the calUe, ' 
till the governor and his council, aftembled at Culros^ Ihould' 
determine the place of his confinement.: The tower of Falk- 
land was named ; and thither Albany and Douglas, with a ; 
ftrong band of followersj conducted the prince, leated on a 
labouring horfe,. arid covered with a rullet cK>ke,- to defend 
him from the falling rain. Here under the cuftody of John' 

Selkirk, and John Wright, two afiaffins employed by Albany,' 
the moft cruel of deaths, . that of famine^ awaited the heir of; Eaftcr 
the monarchy: and he was buried in a private ; manner 
Lindoris, diftant from the tombs of the Seotilh kings, or thole 
of his family, the conlpirators not darings by a- funereal pomp,™ 
to awaken the attention and detedion of the peq>le ^ 

, ♦ Bowaj;, 432. . 

* Bowar, 431, 432. Winton, 886, writing in Fife, the earldom of . Albany,; 
and under his regency, concealsf all the circumftances, aniJ only mentions the 
death and burial of 'David. Budhanan, X, id, fays a' woman fupplied the un> 
fortunate prince with thio cakes of barley, while another gave him milk ftomi 
her breads: but they woK dctefied.and fcmoycd’ '^f^.taU icems &om- Boyce,' 

f. V. 350, who adds that the prince devoured his own fingers, in famine and 
defpdlr. 

A great 
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1402 A great fecurity to crimes arifes from the good nature of 
honefty, which believes their commiflion impoffible ; and as 
Albany had conduced his horrible plot with great (kill, and 
gave out that his nephew had unexpectedly died of a dyfenterv ; 
and for the imprifonment there was the king’s pditive man- 
date; it is no wonder that the nation was beguiled. To fecure 
and to continue his regency, it was however proper that every 
16 May doubt fhould be cleared, and a parKament was called and met 
at Edinburgh, an aflembly which the long government of 
Albamy had futSkiently taught him how to chufe, and influence. 
In a mock examiiuititMi^ Albany and Douglas cunfelTed the 
imprisonment, but imputed the death to divine providence. 
A remiflioa was however thought necelfery; and was given 
20 May by the infirm fovereign in terms as atnptei as if tlicy had 
murdered the heir apparent. In this pardon, which is extant, 
the confinement of the pnince is a&ribed to the caufe of public 
utili^; but the immediate motives of the perpetrators are 
exprefsly faid to be concealed ftH* a iiiflicient realon ^ Does 
this fingul^ declaration refer to the king's mandate, which 
might in the vulgar eye have appeared a confent to the death 
of his fon; or ■ to fome crime falfely . imputed to Rothfay 
by the confpirators, as for example a defign to murder his 
father, or unde ? This is dark : but it is certain that folly and 
wickedneis are companions, and that the means ufed by Albany 
to clear his clorader are precifely thofe which fully eftablifh 
his guilt. 

To divert the public attention, it was refolved to continue 
the war with England, which had been interrupted by a Ihort 

^ • This curious paper is preferved in the 4to Regifter dVeii quoted, f. v. 12, 
sdieiicd it tvSs publilhed by Sir iOsvid I^ahymple, Reoaurks, p. 278. 


truce, 
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trace, and feme negotiatiocu for peace \ A fair pretext arofe 1 40a 
from die incurfions of March and his adheFcntB, that earl and '-■•v— • 
his fen being penfioaed by the Englilh king, for the mainte^- 
nance of a fmall body of troops during the Scorife hoilUities. 

By the advice and feppoit of the young ead of Douglas, then 
fefident at Dunbar, the chief landholders of Lothian agreed 
to condu£t feparate expeditions into England, becaufe the 
people of the Meife favoured the exiled earl, and did not exert 
their ufeal inroads. The leader of the fir (I incurfion was 
John Haliburton of Dirkon, who advaitced a confiderabie way 
into the inimical country, carrying fire and ravage in his pro*- 
grefs, and returned with fuccefe and Ipoil. But the fecond^ 
conducted by Patrick Hepburn of Hales, met with a different 
fate ; for having advanced too far into England, and remained 
too long, the Earl of Mardt found time to unite the power of’ 
Northumberland wkhhisown, and 40 i^ercept Hepburn and 
his followers in their return, at WeR-Nifeet in the Merfe, 22 June 
three miles feiith of Duns. An obfeiiiate oonflid enfued, 
rather fevourable to the Scoite, rill the fen March arrived 

* In Vefp. F. VII, f. ii8, is a fetter'fiem Douglas to Henry, dated Edylmd- 
Ibhellis, I Feb. and figned “ Le Conte do Dou^a^ Sdgnear de Galway ot 
dc Dunbar and Henry’s anfwer 2y Feb* occurs f. 84. From thefe letters h 
appears that on the 16th May 1401, (fee in Rymer, VIII, 190, a truce of 
26rh April 1401;} Douglas and Northumberland had met at Camelfpatb, and 
agreed to a truce of a year to Martinmas 1402: Douglas complains that 
Northumberland does not obferve the treaty. Henry in return- Uames Douglaa 
for burning B»nborough ; yet promifes to fend ctminirfltaners. Thetianf^ 
a£lions of the various years, the title of iDunbar, fee. Slew diefe letters to hare. 
been written in 1402. 

Yet on. the 20th Sept. r.. 2=1401, Henry Itad ilTued inftruAions to demand 
homage of Scotland, admitting however that if there were neo evidence, the. 
claims ought to be abandoned, and a treaty, of thirty years propofed, England, 
cetaioing Berwick, Roxlnirgh, and Jedburgh. Vefp. F. VH, f. 83. 

with:. 
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1402 with a frcfti reinforcement, when victory declared for the 
Englilh. The Scotifli leader was flain, with feveral other 
gentlemen, and the flower of the youth of Lothian ; many 
were mortally wciinded ; and John and Thomas Haliburtons, 
John and William Cockburns, Lauder of Bais, and many 
others remained captives *. 

Douglas, flung with regret for the lols of his brave friends 
and countrymen, and inflamed with rage againft March, his 
particular enemy, immediately applied to Albany for a body 
of troops, to be added to his own power upon an expedition 
into England. The governor coniented, and difpatched a 
confiderable force under Murdac his eldefl fon ; the earls of 
Angus and Moray alfo joined Douglas, who entered England 
with an army of ten thoufand men, carrying terror and de- 
vaflation to the walls of Newcaftle. Henry IV was now 
engaged in the Welch v^ar againft Owen Glendour ; but the 
earl of Northumberland, and his fon the Hotfpur Percy, with 
the carl of March, colle6ied a numerous aixay ; and awaited 
the return of the Scots, impeded with Ipoil, near Milfield, in 
the northern part of Northumberland. Douglas had reached 
Wooler, in his return ; and perceiving the enemy, feized a 
ftrong poft between the two armies, called Homildon hill. 
In this method he rivalled his predeceflbr at the battle of 

*4 Sept. Otterburn, but not with like fuccefs. The Engliih advanced 

'* £owar, 432> 433* afterwards called Slaughter Hill. 

Hutnt Dougl. I, 218. An original letter from Henry to his council, dated 
Hanhurght 30 June, is extant, Velp. F. VII, f. 18. He informs them that 
the fon of March, with 200 foldien of Berwick, had defeated 400 Scots; and, 
among 240 taken and ilain, are John Haliburton and three other knights cap< 
fives; while Sir Patrick Hepburn fell. He adds that 12,000 Scots had ravaged 
the coantfy around Carlifle, and intended another invafion, fo the neceflary 
direfiiona for defence muft be illued. Northumberland, and his fon, appear, 
from .th» letter, to have Isca high in Henry’s favour. 


to 
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to the affauk, aftd Henry Percy was ab6ut to lead them up 1403 
the hill, when Mar-eh catt^t fiiS*' bridle, and advifed him to 
advance no further, but to pour the;drcadftil fhower of Englifh 
arrpws into toe enemy. This advice wasVfollowcd with the 
ufual fortune ; for in idl ages the bow wrwj the Englilh inftru- 
/nent of vi^ory, and though the Scots^ and perhaps the French, 
were^ fiiperior, in the ule of the fpear, yet thb weapon was 
ufelefs after , the diftant bow had* detaded the combat. Robert 
the Great, fenfible of this, at the battle of Banocbum ordered 
a prepared detachment of cavalry, to rufh among the EngliHi 
archers at the commencement, totally to difperie them, and 
flop the deadly cfihfion; But -Douglas now ufed no fuch pre- 
caution; and the confequcnce was that his people,' drawn up 
Oft the face of a hill, profited one geheral mark to the enemy, 
none of whole arrows defcended in vain. The Scots fell 
without fight, and 'uttrevengcdv till a fpirited knight, Swinton, 
exclaimed aloud* “'O my brave bouritrymeh 1 what fafcination 
has feized you to-day that you ftand like deer to be fhot, inflead 
of mdtt%irig‘ yoiir antient courage, and meeting your enemies 
hand to. hand ? Let thole who ddcend with me, that we 
may gain vifiory, ot life, or fiill like men.” This being heard 
by Adairi Gtordoni between whQm and Swinton there exifted 
an antient aind dea<By feud, attended with the mutual flaughter 
of .many he inlbuitly fell oh his knees before 

Swinton, begged his pardon.; and defif^dtobedubbted akmght 
by him who'mrhe muft hbw regard as the wil^, and boldefi: 
of that order , in Bntain. The c(»emony perfortnedi Sufinton 
and Gordon defcended thc ifill, 'aiCfcom^nied ohly ' by one 
hundred men ; and a-de^ei^ to 
death. Had;;a firniiar Iphit ^j|igw by Scotilh army, 
it is probable that tlw event of the day would have ‘been dif- 
ferent. Douglas, who was certainly deficicat in the moll 
' VOL. I. L important 
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1402 important qualities of a general, ieemg his army^ begin to 
diiperfe, at length attmpted to defcei^ the hillj but the 
EngliiH archers, retiring a little, font a fli^t of mtows lb 
fliarp and fltong that no armour could witbftand; and 'tiie 
Scotilh leader himfelf, who^ panoply was of remarkable 
temper, fell under tifc ..woaads, . th^ 'fbe. 

Englifii of 'arms, kn%hts or fquires, did not Ih-ike one 
blow, but sofliakicd fpe^lators of the rout, which was now 
complete. Gteast iiuinlMrs of tiie Scots were llain, and near 
five hundred peiiflied in the river Tweed 'upQn* 4 hrir flight. 
Among the illulhrious captives were -Douglas, whofe chief 
wound deprived him of an eye ; Murdac ion of Albairy ; the 
Earh of Moray, and Angus ; and about awenty four gentlemen 
of emment raiflt-and power. The diief llain were Swinton, 
Gcn-don, Tivingflon of Calendar, Ramlky of.Dalhoufle, Walter 
Sinclair, Roger Gordon, Walter Scot, and others. Such was 
the ilfiie of tiue unfortunate battle of Homlldon 

Htwy Percy di%raeed the vh^ory by an adt of cruelty. 
Among the captives was Sir -William Stuart of Foreft; and 
Percy inliRedit^t he, being a native of Tividale when under 


^ Bowar, WUitoii,^i6-i^n8. Wslf. '4«7, 408. 'Onerburn, 236. 

eiftfinge idta of arrows, " ut ipfot. 

artnatos omoinq p(^tiar<;nt, tc^l>raren^ gItuUis ftrfararmi, l^nccas 

fiinid^nt.'’ He brands John Swinton, as “ infidus ufri^ue regi." Hall 
in deferibing-thhi '^battle, 'f. v; '17, fsys not unpoetlradly, “ the bright beam of 
viiSory ftone cm 4^1(3 <)W%e’»cr«&.^^ i8illild^ who inTpeaed the^>ot, 
informed thcauthor atat-fhsae or Uttie-preeiptc^, pn die iidc 

of the bid which the Scott dclccaded, anl tyMtitr toipcrceivcd hy them, 
contributed much to thtir cattfufioq and tout. 

The anonymoiu hift^tn of £eT.abc>ureilr iiys'li 453, that Petty had only 
l$no cavalry, and joeo aitbera. dot EHTars a French knight was taken,, 

for whofe ranibipi Mid that of -Deugla*,- a was raifed in France. 

See alfo Iht VrAos, p. 148. 


the 
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the Engllfh fho«ld be rc^ar(}6d as a traitor. Sttiart, 

a man of wifdom and ek)qttenc©,. defended himlclf fo well 
that he was acquitted by threo fbcceffive juries ; but the malice 
of Percy led bkn to aixponfit a new, jury of his followers, and 
Stuart was drawn ‘at*dqfttai^ed*j-am^ thimurniurs of the 
•En^iihy who knew that lus iHNHrh was the only canle his 
death'. 

Henry IV, on receiving iitte^igetice el -die; battle af Ho- 
mildon, defined the Percies awt to lic^ their 

prilbnefs, without his eonfisrt : ted, to paBiate this appsuantly 
harfli mandate, he getacroufly granted the ■tafldom of Dau|^, 
with Eikdale, Lid^dale, Lauderdale, the lor dflij p of SeHiifk, 
fcMuft trf Ettrick, county of Tividale^ ted afl the odter'appte'* 
dages of that houle, to die Earl of Nertlnteberiand; 
who finiled at this Kbteil gift of a Country^ itedser idtequered, 
iw>r likely to be anohjefi of eafy ftitere V ' dtet 
refolved to take tho'lteg in ‘lu8t>a|i and: 16 make this 
conqueft tte prwendedol:^ of; arras, in^ be turned 
’apinft the gwiaiitcr, Mean^ji^ the rt^jcni’a tea, 

ibmetimes teraaed Earl .of Fife, and teirae other prifiMaers 
were fent to Henry, and were preteraed in #iaU parhatnent. c 
Sir Adam Forefter, one of daefe calves, made k -fpeecdi be- 
fore that great 'lai^Hee; which would -Itene been wifer if 
better timed, reprefei^ng tlii adtehlig^^ telid and duraWfe 
peace between the nati||tei( but- Henry oraticra, 

becaufe Foreilef ^IismI ooncerrang 

' Bowar, 434. Winton, 887 ; who adds ihsit a fquire* named Thomas Kcr, 
v^as tried with Stuart, fw te fiuna elht^god oflPemje, and; tsinh^faned tn the 
fame ill^ yajF. >’X%9ir'qtianer| ti^arc e^pqfed an atrocity 

{(ton retaliate cm^P^rcy Tdmf^if, as Wiptofi q^ervM, p. 888<' 

Rymer, Vlil, 278, 289. 

Albany’s 
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1402 Albany’s intentions to fight, at the fiege of Edinburgh cafile’.. 

jjgjj. gf Albany was freed, upon his word of honour not 
to withdraw from England ; the inferior prifoners were com- 
mitted to an eafy confinement. The carl of March requefted 
the parliament, that he might be r^ored to his lands in pror 
portion as fubdued by the Englilh, and that fiich of his peopio 
as chofe to oblerve allegiance to England Ihould be received ; 
all which was willingly granted, but it was infilled that his 
people Ihould take an oath of fidelity 
T40 3 An incident occurred, which contributes to paint the features 

of the times and of the government. SirMalcom Drummond, 
brother of the late queen, had been married for fome years to 
liabella, in her own right countefs of Mar. He was fuddenly 
iurprized in his cafile by a band of rufiiai^,. and imprlfoned 
till he died of his hard captivity. In the next year, a decent 
term having expired, Alexander Stuart, natural fon of Alex- 
ander the deceafisd earl Buchan, brother of Albany,, forced 
the counted to wed him ; and as he was a noted leader of 
.the highland freebooters there is no room to doubt that he had 
been tlie murderer of her hulband, in order to attain this 
wealthy marriage. Thefis unworthy deeds were &n£lioned by 
the government ; the king’s name being boldly fet, by the 
regent, to a charter confirnung the earldom to a lawlefs inr 
truder Thus every infiilt, and every crime, feem to have 
been crouded by Albany, his younger brothers and adherents,, 
that could contribute to the depfefiipaand ddbrudlion of the 
king’s family and connexions.. 

! , • ■ ■ 

* Pari. Hift. IT, 7*-, ,721 London i75r, igvols. 8voi 

* The commons recommended him to the king^ Waif.' 238! 

* Winton, 888, 889. Sir D. 'Dalrymple Sutherland' Cafe, Ch. V, p. 47. 
Record of Charters, B. 7, n. 257. 

The 
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The Earl of Northumberland, and his 'fbn, were .now intent 1403 
upon open rebellion againft Henry IV ; and to colo\ir the '-•‘v— 
railing of th^r troops, and gain time for adding frelh muftcrs, 
it was refolvcd to make a (hort incurlion into Scotland, on 
pretence of rendering effcdhial the grant of the earldom of 
Douglas. Accordingly Henry Percy, and the Earl of March, 
proceeding with a confiderable: force belieged Coklawis, a June 
ftrong tower in Tividale on the confines of the Merfe * ; but 
found lb obftinate a defence that,- both parties being fatigued, 
it was agreed, between Percy and Greenlaw the captain, that 
if no aid were fent by the Scotilh king, or jgovernor, the for- 
tj-efs ihould fiirrender on the firft of Auguft, being fix weeks 
from the date of the- convention.. Gladftane, the proprietor 
of Coklawis, who had remained concealed in the place, foon 
haftened to the king, who referred him to the governor. 
Albany afifembling a council of prelates and nobles at Falkland, 
laid the afiair before them i and. they knowing him little in- 
clined to war, pretended idiat; it was. better to give up that 
paltry turret, than encounter : fmther danger from England,., 
when the. Scots were weakened and dilheartened by the late 
defeat. Upon which, to their furprize, the regent who ap- 
parently had intelligence the commotion raifed by the 
Percies, and. that the north of: Etij^and was incapable either 

* Bovrar, 435. It .was in, or;Bei|r^ the fite of this prefent Ormifton, about 
three miles to the fuuth of Kelfo. Iii a letter to the EngUfli council, Ncwcaftle 
30 May, Vcip. F. Vfl, f. .23, Northumberland mentions that he and his fop 
have indentures and hoftages for the furrendcr of Ormijim calUe in Scotland, 
on the tft of AugufI,' if not delivered by battle ; and he requires 'money for his 
fervices. In a letter to Henry, 26 June, ib. f. 25, the carl demands money, as 
he had received none, though it was maliciouOy reported that 6d>;oo6/. had 
palled into bis hands fince the king’s coronation: he allures his “ Mageftcc 
roysllfc” that he lhall be at Ormijim on. the day appointed. The letters are 
ift French.. 

oiC 
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of offence or defende, ftarted up, and exclaimed, “ I v6w to 
God and St. Fiilan ti&t I fltall prevent the appointed day, 
although none fhould attend me lave that youth, my groom,** 
pointing to Peter de Kinbuk, then holding his horfe at a 
diftance. The houndl, effedmdly duped and aftonifhed by 
the governor’s new i^it, aniWered with tears of joy, “ May 
God cernfirm his m ^ imd 1:^ his aid we engage that 
our help IbaU hot be decent.** Albany was foon at the 
headiOf a lUnhefYnis arahy, conlifting according to our antient 
accounts of net dity thoufand rude cavalry, and as 

numy infimtry; With feme lols he took the fort of Inwerwick 
in Lodiitm whidi had beeti feiaed by the Englifh, after the 
deftru^hon of tibe flower of Loddan at liomildon ; and was 
approaxdung Coldawis, when a . mdSfenTger brought him tidings 
Percy was defeated and flam at Shrewfbury. Upon this 
die governor encamped ins widAbattaUohs around Coklawis, 
and ordered a herald to prochdm ^ joyful intelligence ; then 
diflndflsd'his army, and leturaed is ih triumph *. The battle 
df .f^trewftsiry, with the pnidesft and bdd condu^ of the 
Scbdfli earl of Maiiidi 'on the part «f Henry IV, and the 
fptrked adtiom of Ekraghts * in behalf of Percy, belong to 
Eng^fh luflory: of dds narration k vS the duty to obferve 
diat the'condudt arf'.AUaaay^was repreh^tfilde in a high degree, 
and that by his uflial tmicondud he loft a fit opportunity of 
regamihg Jedburgh, Roxburgh, or Berwick, m: ptherwife aflail- 
ing die north isS England, in its weak and difliffe^ed ftate, 

* The fitustion of this :plaiee ti coa^ptred hd die deferiptien of 

LotbUm, Kaeu'»..At]as. 

• Bowar, 435«>4^. Wtmoa, 

*■, TIhs ead had ioft n <7^ in dw batde of Hhtnildofi : and hi this Ite Was 
aroiiQfied h vtmdiu Waif. 411* He felfed Henry to the .ground, befoie hk 
was himlclf captured. Monftrelct, Vol. I, f. v. 6 , edit. 1518. 

' and 
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and avenging; the affronts and the loi&s of his country. The 1403 
people of Scotland were then ahnoff unknown in their own'—'^ 
government, but the patience of die nobles and gentlemen 
under this long and diigraceihi Regency, yet further to be 
lengthened difgraced, can, only be accounted for, by in- 
ferring that Albany /fflared with them die l^ils of the king 
and of the people, and thus indulged to the utmoft the na- 
tural ipirit of ariffocracy. 

An impoffor appearing in Scodand, under the imme of 1404 
Richard II ’, the policy of Heniy IV perceived what dan- 
gerous commotions might arife from ^ pretext, and his 
defires of peace were increa^. He wilh^ to include the 
Scots in the long tnice, formerly ratified with France ; but, 
not fiicceeding, ufed other pacific negptiati^, and Robert III 
on his fide appointed commiffioners to treat for the ranfom of May . 
Albany’s fon, and Dou^s, and for a truce if obtainable upon 
proper terms ; which was in faft concluded for a veiy Ihort 
time ■ . Another meeting was agreed on to confer concerning 6 July- 
a definitive treaty, and among the Scotifli commiffioners 
were James Douglas lord of Dalkeith, the bifhop of Gla^ow, 

Sir David Fleming, John Merton doi^or of c^non law, and 
Walter Fpreffer carhop of Aherdeep pnd feerp^y of 

* Winton, 879, 880, quoted under 1399. Wair> 4)3- 

5 Rymcr, VIII, 345, 359, 363. 

* 1 ^> 369, 370. In Augttft,. apparently pus ydar, RplKit-lfent 0 avid Fleming: 
with a letter to Henry, beginning ** /alutem et quietis defiderium,!’ to confer 
concefoing fpnnea&irmeattpaed bythe £aglilli.kiiig^^toIikiniiig, Vefp. F.VIl, 

£. 63, n. K About , the Apie tkne'the couapth of MbJTit,wi»te to Henry, re- 
prefenting her diftrefs, and that bet huftaady fihcedicy left their country; 
tittpefiilence raged acoun4theif reftden<^, fnd^ci'r fees afFordod no opportunity 
of their retreiitiqg jMiPolbraadl^tH tiH it obsied* Bercy ’s followers were enraged 
at March for the death of their tjiaftet. Ac- ■ Paginal ^gned “ Vdlrc Immblp 
oiatrice,” d{c» Vpfp. F^Vll, f, 96, 


The. 
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140+ The lafling bars in the way of fblid peace feem to have been 
'“■">"~^the treaty between Scotland and France, and the poflfelEon of 
fome places in the borders by the Englifli, which they could 
not refign, nor the Scots ceafe to demand, without difhonour. 

1405 A Scotifh veflel, of great yalpe, having been captured by 
Jan. an Englifh armed barge, near St. Andrews^ letters were ad; 
drefled by Robert, by Albany his lieutenant-general, by the 
bilhop of St. Andrews, and by other ^pinent perfbns to Henry 
. demanding rcftitution, but without effeft *. In confequence 
of this injuihce, the Scotifh commiflioners failed in their ap>i; 

March pointed meetings wi^ the EnglKh on the inarches ; and mu- 
tual animofity began to difpQvcred *. 

The aged and fif^lMy king*, fccludpd. in the ifle of Bute 
the vi6hm of his own weaknels, and of his brother’s favage 
ambition, had yet a few. friends left., Among theie was 
Henry Wardlaw, nephew of the late cardinal, and recently 
appointed biihop of St. Andrews by the Pope, a prelate re- 
commended by his love of letters, and of his king, and country. 
To his charge James, Earl of Carrie, and only furyiviug fbn 
of Robert III, now in his eleventh year, was committed by 

* The original lettm tnsy b<f feeii in Vel(p. F. VII. Robert’s, f. 1.02, n. i, 
beginning with wilUing to Henry " ** falutent et i^uietis populi deflderium 
Albany's, f. 26 ; the bilhop’s, f. joa, n. 2 ; the carl of Crawford’s, f. 103, n. 1 ; 
and one by David Fleming df Biggtr and Cumbertnld, f. 82, n. 2. 

* O. The Engliih commiflioners, the biihop of Bath,' the earl of Weftmore- 

land, and lord F'itzhegh, to Henry, Morpeth 26th March. Vefp. F. VII, 

£. 96, n. I. . - ' , 

In the couriie of this year Ireland alfodifplayed her relentihent. From the 
Annals .at the end .of Camden’s Britaania it epjpeara that, in the year 1400, 
the conibble of Dublin cafik met Come Semijih ^ipS near Stranfotd in Uliler, 
who defeated the Engliih and fiew many. In revirn^ the merchants of Drog> 
heda, A. D. 1405, ravaged a part of the Scodih Ihore; and in June, the fame 
year, the people o^Dublih attacked St. Niniain’s. 

* Bowar, 436, 439, In the firft paflage for £xAaa read St/im. 

his 
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liis father, and by his advice France was chnfen as a fecnrc 1405 
retreat for the heir of the kingdom, from the brvital force or 
dark art of Albany ^ The poliflied education t(i be received in 
that celebrated country afforded a fair pretence for this plan ; 
and the regent feems not to have oppolcd it, hoping perhaps 
.fomewhat from accident, divining the unpopularity of a fo- 
reign education, nor regreting to unite the public attention 
by being the neareft heir of the monarchy left in Scotland. 

1 lenry Sinclair earl of Orkney was appointed chief attendant 
of the prince in this voyage : and a fhip was ordered to the 
ide of Bafs, in the firth of Forth, to receive the important 
charge. David Fleming of Cumbernald, a relation of the 
king, and feveral chief gentlemen of Lothian, conducted the 
prince, and faw him fafe on board : on their return they WTre 
purfued by James Douglas, uncle of the earl, and a conflid 
followed at Hermanfton moor, in which Fleming and many i4FcI>, 
others fell*. 

The 

* Bowar, 439. 

* Bowar, 439. Winton, 895.— Walfinghain, 416, 417, informs us that 
Fleming M'as (lain in revenge for his advice to Northumberland to efcape into 
Wales, as the Scotifh nobles intended to have delivered him up in exchange for 
one or two of the peers captured at Homildon. If fo this event mud have 
happened in 1406. The grofs errors of clwonology in Bpwar, Winton, and 
even our later hidorians, occafion perpetual difficulties. That Robert III died 
on the 4th of April 1406, is evinced beyond all doubt by the learned Ruddiman, 
in his notes on Buchanan, p. 436 ; who at the fame time exprclfes his opinion 
that the prince was captured in 1405, as Bowar’s inconfident account bears that 
the capture happened on the 30th March, and that the father died of grief on 
the 28th March ; while Winton exprefsly dates thefe events in the years 1405 
and 1406. It is clear Irotn our hidorians, and Walfingham, that the earl of 
Orkney accompanied the prince ; and he was a captive in Eingland in Aug. 1405, 
when his brothers were permitted to vifit England, as may be inferred from 
Rymcr, VIII, 410; on the 13th Sept. 1405, a fafe conduct was gr.anted to 
Orkney, then a prifoner, to vifit Scotland, (his brothers apparently hodages,) 

VOL. I. M Rymcr# 
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1405 The prince had only proceeded as far as Flamborough head, 
'^^when he was intercepted by a Ihip belonging to Cley in 
Norfolk; and the Scotifh vcflel, being Ihiall and unarmed, 
30 Mar. was taken without defence. The royal captive, and his at- 
tendants, were immediately fent to the Englifli king, who 
laid with (arcaftic joy, “ Had the Scots been grateful, they 
ought to have fent this youth to me to be educated,' for I 
underftand French well.” Henry then ungeneroufly ordered 
the prince, and Orkney, to the Tower: and nineteen years 
clapled before James law the end of his captivity ’. 

Rothfay herald appears to have been fent, in order to treat 
for the deliverance of the prince : and Albany interefted in 
the welfare of his Ion Murdac, who remained a prifoner in 
England, endeavoured to conciliate Henry, and expreffed his 
2 June regret for die failure of the conferences '. But a ftorm now 

burft 

Rjiner, VIII, 415. Yet it is lingular that no mention of the prince occurs 
in any writing of that year. John fon of Henry fays, in a letter to his father, 
Vcfp. F. VII, f. 95, n. 2, that Orkney liad joined Northumberland and 
Bardolf at Berwick: the letter is dated Durham, 9 June, in all appearance 1405. 
Yet Bowar and Wintoii agree that Orkney and the prince were captured in 
March or April. The fame writers concur that Fleming was ilain, on his 
return from accompanying the prince on Ihip-board : yet Walfmgham feems 
rightly to place the flaughter in 1406 : he is however midaken in dating the 
capture 1406, as appears from the paflports to Orkney. When the materials 
are fo complex, and difctnrdant, the candour of the reader mud be requeded. 

* Bowar, 439. Winton, 895, dates the capture 12th April. Walfingham 
fays, with naivett, that James w’as font *' ut coalefceret et informaretur in 
Francia, de facetia llnguaque Gallica.” Henry’s words ho thus exprefles, 
“ Certe fi grati fuiflent Scoti, hunc milident mihi juveoem indituendum, nam 
tt idioma Francia; ego novi.” . Hid. 417. Ypod. 170. 

' O. Albany to Henry, Falkland 2 June, figned, “ Robertas dux Albanix,. 
germanus regis Scotiae, ct ipfius locumtcnens generalis.” Vcfp. F. VII, f. loi, 
11. 1. On the loth July Rothfay herald was again fent by Albany to Henry 
on private bufmefs, probably to infure the continuance of James in captivity ; 

and 
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burft forth in the north of England, which threatened to 1405 
immerge Scotland in open war. 

The earl of Northumberland, whd had been pardoned by 
Henry after the battle of Shrewfbury, began, in concert witli 
the earl Marlhal of England, the archbiftiop of York, and 
.lord Bardolf, to revive his rebellion, if it can be fo called, 
againft the ufurper. But Henry’s vigorous meafurcs fpeedily 
extinguilhed the flame. Some of the carl’s confederates were 
feized, and executed, while he himfelf fled into Scotland, June 
accompanied by his infant gfaiidibn, aitd by lord Bardoif *. 

The Scots availed themfelves of the confufion, to manitefl: 
their lenfe of Henry’s injuftice. Some joined Northumberland 
at Berwick ; and the Englilh monarch, alarmed at the com- 
plicated danger, in vain ifliied a commiffiou to John his fon, 8 July 
conftable of England, and warden of the eaflcrn frontier, 
(offices transferred to him from the earl of Northufribcrland 
two years before,) to negotiate a truco with Scotland till the 
following Eafter h Upon the retreat of Northumberland into 
their country, the Scots gave the town of Berwick to the 
flames ; but the caflle, which was held for the rebel earl, 
foon after lurrendered to the EngUfli king *. 

Robert, 

and to explain that any preparations of Scodaiid for war were only to prclcrve 
appearances on Albany’s part. Vefp. F. VII, 79, n. I. 

* Waif. 416, 417. Bowar, 439. Original letters of Henry on this rebellion 
may be found in Vefp. F. VII. 

* Rymcr, VIII, 403. 

* Otterburn, 257, fays that the Scots burned all the toWn, except the 
churches and monaderies. It is AifpeAed that it was on this occafion that 
a fpirited letter was written by Jatnte Douglas, fecond' fon of the earl, (Bdwar, 

439,) to the Englifti king, who complained that the followers of that nobleman 
had, in the time of truce, burned Berwick, and fbme places in England. 

Douglas anfwers that the Englilh had killed numy Scots, and taken fome 
Scotilh fliips ; that diey had ravaged Arran, and the caiUc of firathwicke, 

M 2 Lauderdale, 
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1405 Robert, yielding to age and infirmities, had abandoned the 
reins of government to Albany, in title lieutenant general of 
the kingdom,' but in fa <3 regent. It appears that Albany, 
probably iafligated by Northumberland, meditated, or pre- 
tended to meditate, an invafionof England, for Henry ordered 

S Sep), his array to be in readinefs to oppofe this defign ■ ; and he< 
16 Sept, iffued a commiffion to treat with Donald lord of the Illcs, 
and John hi§ brother*, the potentates of the Hebudes being 
generally the allies of England. But botli parties fbon relaxed 
end Sept, in their refentment; and a truce was concluded, to laft till 
the enfuing Eafter 

1 406 The ambition of Albany prevented any effedhial intercefllon 
for the liberty of the prince ; and perhaps his father regarded 
him as more fecure in England than in Scotland. No warmth 
of animollty feems therefore to have arifen on this account : 

7 Feb. and Henry renewed his powers to prolong the truce *. 

Robert III, overwhelmed with infirmities and misfortunes, 

4 April died at the cafUe of Rothfay in Bute, after having nearly 
completed the leventeenth year of his haplefs reign ® 

Lauderdale, Tividale, and a part of £ttri<dc foreft. Thiy curious original letter 
may be found in Vcfp. F. VII, f. 17. It is only dated Edinburgh 26 July, 
dire6lcd “ To anc excellent and amychty prynce Kyng of Inglandc and after 
the words “ Hcc Alinychty Prynce, the haly gaft you halt in his yhcmfall,” 
is tigned, “ Jamis of Douglas Wardane of the Marche." 

About this time alfo, mud have been written a letter from prince John- to 
his father Henry, mentioning that the earl of Mar, (Alexander Stuart,) was 
at fca between Berwick and Ncwcaftle, defpoiling Kngliih VelTels. Vcfp. 
F. VII, f. 62. 

* Ryraer, VIII, 414. * Ibid. 418. 

* Henry’a commi(non,is dated 19 Sept." Ib. * Rymcr, VIII, 430. 

* Winton, 898. Bowar, 440'. The capture of James happened on Palm- 
Sunday 1405 ; the death of his father on Palm-Stinday 1406; "Winton, 897, 
898. Hence perhaps the fable of Robert’s dying fiiddenly, on receiving the 
tidings of bis Ion's capture, as both events happened on the Jam day. 
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CONTAININO 

THE REGENCIES OF ROBERT, AND MURDAC, 
DUKES OF ALBANY. 


CharaBer of Albany — -March returns — a heretic burnt — fed- 
burgh taken — mutual ravages-r^infurre&ion of Donald lord 
of the Ifes — battle of Harlow — univerfity of St. Andrew's 
founded — Henry V- of England — incurfons — difgr aceful ex- 
Jiedition of Albany^his death — Murdac regent — treaty for 
the ranfom of fames-^affairs of the Scots in France. 


T he charader of Robert Duke of Albany requires but a 1406 
few features, to finiih the delineation, which has already 


prefented itfelf in his aflions. He approached his fevchtieth 
year, when, by various arts ahd crimes, he attained the great 
objed of his purfuits, in the foie? government of Scotland. 
His perfon was taU, and majelHc, his couritenathce amiable : 
temperance, affability,' eloquence, real gcnerofity, apparent 
benignity, a degree of cool prudeppe bofderii^ upon wilHom, 
may be reckoned among his virtues. But the ilxades of his 
vices arc deeper ; an infotiate ambition, unrekntbg cruelty, 
and its attendant cowwdicci or at leaft an ablblute defed of 
military .;^jfame, a contempt id the beft human affedions, a 
long pradice in all the dark paths of art and diffimulation. 

His 
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1 406 I lis adminiftration he ftudied to recommend, not by promoting 
'-’■'V—' the public good, but by fharing the fpoils of the monarchy with 

the nobles, by a patient connivance at their enormities, by a 
dazzling pomp of expenditure in the pleafures of the feaft, and 
in the conciliation of munificence. As fortune preferved his 
gONcnuncnt from any fignal unfuccefs, lb it would be an abufi' 
of tenns to bellow upon a wary management, which onK' 
regarded his own interell, the praife of political wifclom 

The three ellates, having met in parliament at Perth, foon 
after the demife of the late king, decency conllruined them 
formally to recognize tlie title of the captive prince to the 
fovereignty; but the regency and Ible command of affairs were 

1407 ratified to Albany*. The treaty with France was renewed: 
and the truce with England continuing, the regent lent em- 
bafiadors to adjuH any differences which had arifen, yet appears 
not to have even m^entioned his captive nephew But a more 

lincerc 

* For the character of Revert duke of Albany compare Eowar, p. 466, 
" convivus qiiotidianus . . . vir magnapm expenfarum, ct extrancis muniheus. 
Erat enim forma praccipuus, eorpore procerus et altus,” &c. with Wintott, 
p. 900, 901, who praifes his beauty, (Irength, wifdom, religion, hatred of 
heretics, chaftity, fobriety, majeftic deportment, aSability, attachment to the 
ckrgy» and to the commons; and, from two or three lines in the palfagc, 
evidently wrote this part after the death of Albany in I 4 * 9 » though the hillorical 
events of his woiit relative to Scotland clofe in 1407- But thefe old writers 
uniformly praile the great; both belonged to the Church, which was eminently 
favoured by Albany. Winton lived under his regency, and in bis earldom of 
Fife ; and Bowar often follows Winton. Their indiferiminate praife is over- 
come by the indubitable evidence of faCl and record. 

* Winton, 899. 

* The renewal of the French league, Feb. 1407, may be found in the 4to 
Regtftcr, fol. V. 61, and ms. Leagues fub anno. See alfo Du Tillct, f. 117, 
where, among the perfons who fwear, are James Douglas warden of the 
marches, brother to earl Douglas; and John Stuart, lord of Graham, Earl 
Palatine of Stnthern : the latter unknown to our genealogills ; the former is 

James 
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lincere and efFefhial interceflion was made for the Earl of 
Douglas, who was permitted to revifit his country upon an 
engagement to pay a ranfom of one thouland marks, and 
leaving hoftages for fecurity *. Many Scots now crouded ta 
the Englifh court, fome in the hopes of adraiffion to the pre- 
fence of their young fovereign, and of attracSIing his favour 
by their attentions : and others from various motives. Among 
thefe was Alexander Stuart, who had become Earl of Mar by 
the unwarrantable means above recited; he appointed a tourna- 
ment of Englifli and Scots in which the latter were defeated : 
but his reftlefs fpirit carrying him into Flanders, in the fol- 
lowing year, he diftinguifhed himlelf in the fervice of the 
Duke of Burgundy, who had fent him to afllft in quelling a 
rebellion of the people of Liege, againft their bilhop John of 
Bavaria *. 

Tho 

James the Grofs, afterwards earl of Douglas, (fee 14105.) Henry’s letter to John, 
his fon, concerning the prolongation of the truce for a year, occurs Vcfp. F. VII, 
f. 106, n. 2* Albany's letter appears, f. iii, dated 2 March, and dates that 
the Scotifli embaifadors. Sir William Grame, and Sir John Stuart, having been 
well received, the regent had called a parliament to confider Henry’s anfwcr; 
and the truce was prolonged from next eafter to that in the enfuing year. The 
archbiihop of Canterbury advifed Henry, (Vcfp. F. VII, f. 88-) to infift that 

the fool calling himfelf king Richard'* ihould be given up ; but the king 
Teems to have palFed this matter with due contempt,^ though in 1404 Scrle 
yeoman of the robes to Richard II came from Scotland to England, and had 
pertuaded many that Richard was alive. He was executed. MS. liarl. 266, 
5 H 4. 

^ A copy of the agreement between Henry and Douglas, dated London 
i4March 1407, may be found in ms. liarl. 381, f. 212. After the date Douglas 
adds, with his own hand, that if France or Scotland break the truce, he and hit 
followers iliall adhere to Henry. The copy is by Sir Simonds d’Ewes ; and 
the fcal i$ delineated, Douglas and Galloway in alternate quarters, fupporters a 
male and female favage. 

* Winion’s two laft chapters, p. 902—916, relate to Mar’s a£lions ; his v;fit 
to England in 1407, the tournaments there (fee Otterburn 260 his voyage to 

France 
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1 408 Tl^e Earl of March difappointed m his hppes of the couqueft 
and grant of his cftates, by tlie Englifli monarch, was not 
indifpofed to return to his own country ; and the regent and 
the nobles of Scotland knew', from experience, tliat his en- 
mity, and his friendlhip, w'ere not unimportant. A new 
goveriunent having taken place, Albany could now throw the 
blame of the injuries offered to this nobleman upon the late 
king; and an accommodation was effcdled. From the liberality 
of Henry IV March had acquired Ibme eftates in England, 
which lerved to indemnify his lofs ; and Douglas reftored his 
Scotifh domains, upon condition however of retaining the 
lordfhip Annandale, and its caftle of Lochmaben \ 

A feene, it Is believed, before unknown in Scotland diigraces 
the annals of this year. James Refby, an Engliih prieft of the 
fchool of Wickliffe, was condemned for herefy by a clerical 
council, prelided by Lawrence Lindoris, an inquifitor; and 
delivered to the fecular arm, and to the flames, at Perth. 

France in 1408, p. 904, paiTage thence to Flanders, p. 905 ; the conteds at 
Liege bct'wei'n John of Bavaria and Hprn ; Mar joins Burgundy in the war 
againft Liege, p.t9iq; the death of Horn, p. 913; the council of Conftance, 
1414 i the marriage of John of Bavaria to Elizabeth of Brabant, 1418 ; that 
of Mar to a Br|bantine lady, and his return to Scotland, (1409!) p. 916 
Compare Divxus, Rcr. Brabant. Antw. 1610, fol. p. Z13, 224. Mar is fpe- 
cially mentioned; in tftt; war of Liege, by Des Urfms, p. 196, and Berry, p. 12. 
Albany, in a lettecto Heniy 4 Nov. 1407, Vcfp. F. VII, f. 77, n. i, tcftifics 
his gratitude for the king’s courtely to Mar, to Murdac,'and to Douglas. 

It is doubtful wltat is the red 4 ?*® following events, narrated by 

Mondrelct, Tome I, c. 35, edit. 1518, under the year 1407. The prince of 
Wales, fays that writer, accompanied by his uncles, and an army of 1 000 men 
at arms, and 6000. archers, (about x2,ooo in all) proceeded about Teus faints 
(1 Nov.) to make war in Scotland. The king of Scotland then at St. Janjtn, 
(St. Johnllown, Perth,) in the middle of his kingdom, aflcmbled a large army 
under Dmglas and Bnchan ; but he found the Englilb too powerful, and fent 
embafladors to conclude a truce of one year. (See 1385.^ 

• Bowar, 444. 
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The articles of his herefy amounted to about forty ; and tlie 1 408 
ifirft and chief was that the Pope is not the vicar of Chrift ^ '--v— ^ 
Winton particularly prai^ Albany for his averfion to Lollards, 
and to herely, and for his devotion to the catholic church : 
and from this incident the reputation appears to have been 
well founded. But it did little honour to his govei;nment to 
inftitute the firft example to his country of fanatic cruelty, 
though much of the blame muft reft upon piieftly perfecution, 
upon the examples of othef eounlries and, the fpirit of the 
times. The {acred light of phftofophy, which eftablilhes ab- 
Iblute right of confcience, and unlimited .{pope of opinion, 
was yet far from its dawn; and the barbariftn of the age 
thought to honour religion by crime, and the Deity by the 
deftru£lion of man. 

The truces, Nvhich had extended from the commencement 1409 
of the regency to this time, having expired without renewal, 

{bme of the conunMis of Tividalc, a people hardened by their 
limitory fituation, and conftant expofure to war, aflaulted and 
took the Caftle of Jedburgh, which had remained ili the hands 
of the Englilh lince the battle of Durham * ** Thq^^^ls were 
, fo hardly cemented together, that much l^x)ur was required 
to deftroy them, as was fefolved, in order to prevent the foe 
from regaining {b firm a- hold t and it was kgitatei in a parlia.^ 
ment, held at Perth, that a tax of two pennies upon every 
hearth ihould be railed , for this purpolei But the regent, 
anxious for popularity, oppo&d this relblution, laying that 
during his regency no tax had ever been levied, nor Ihould he 
now ^gin to merit by that abule the maledidtion of the poor t 
and he accordingly ordered the expence to he defrayed out of 

* Bflwrair, 441— 443. 

* Pvwtr, '444. BeddeS'&rwick and Roxburgh, Faftcaftle was alfo iu the 
hands of the Engliih, as appears from dii!eient letters. Vefp. F. VII, f. 97, &c. 
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1409 the royal cuftoms’. One of the inconfiftencies of human 
affairs is, that a power irregularly or criminally acquired is 
often exerted in a manner far more excellent, than the juft 
tenor of authority ; for the latter refts upon an indifpenfable 
claim, while the former requires ftipport from the affeflions 
of the people. 

1410 To revenge the loft of Jedburgh, Robert Umfraville, of the 
Engliffi family which claimed the title of Angi^, entered the 
Forth with ten (hips, and took fourteen veflels laden with 
drapery and grain; and afterwards ravaged various parts of 
the Scotifti coaft. The fupply of corn which he brought tai 
his return, was fo feafonable to. England, then affU< 51 ed with a 
fcarcity, that he was honoured with the vulgar appellation of 
Robert Mendmarket '. But it is uncertain whether the coni 
captured in the Forth was an import into, or an export from 
Scotland. Nor were the Scots deficient in fucceftful hoftility, 
for Patrick Dunbsu', the. ion of March, took by ftratagem the 
fortreft of Faftcaftle, on the northern fliore of the Merle, 
which had been for a fhort rime in the Englilh power *. 

Although Henry IV was irritated by the loft of Jedburgh, 
and meditated a blow againft the regent, yet. to cover his defigns 
he permitted a propofed truce to proceed lb as to require 
Albany’s ratification ’. This was conveyed in a letter to Henry, 

* Bowair, 444. ' Harding, c. 207. Stow^ 338, * Bowar, 444. 

* The truce itfeif may be feen in Vefp. P. VII, f. 95, n. i . It is in Engliih, 
and extends from 21 May next to ai May 1411 : is dated at Reewele 27 Jan. 
1409-10 : the commillioners are Berwick and Cairns for Scotland, Sir Richard 
Kedmain and Mr. Holme for . England. .On the 21 J{in. 1410, Henry gave 
inftni£iions to Emond Bo^c, (quire of the chunber, as envoy to Albany, in- 
filling on the return of I^ouglas to England, offering Murdac of Fife for a 
ranfom of 50,000 marks, or if a loi^. peace were giltnted his free deliverance. 
Albany herald, iiad moved the marriage of prince John of Lancafter with the 
regent’s daughter ; but his inffruSions were doubted, and if right Henry will 
deliberate on the bttfineCi. Vefp. F. VII, f. 99. 
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ibme exprefHons of which were efteemed rather prefumptiious ; 1410 
for the regent was ftyled “ by the grace of God,” and men> 
tioned “ our fobjef^ of Scotland*.”. As Henry's title to his 
crown was not lb good as Albany's to the Scotilh, and a con- 
liderable limilarity occurs in the progrels of their ambition, it 
is no wonder that luch exprellions feemed to imply pride, or 
reproach. 

But the moR important event during this regency now 1411 
anles in the rebellion, as it was termed, of the lord Of the 
Ifles. The lubje6l of diipute was the earldom of Rols, a title 
of uncertain creation, but which at lead alceiids to the twelfth 
century. The ancient linfe failedi in Euphemia Rols, wedded to 
Walter Lefley, whole iffue were Alexander Earl 4Dlf Rols, and 
a daughter efpoufed to Donald lord of die Ifles : EuphtOiia, 
upon Lefley *s deaths married Alexander Earl of Buchan, Ion 
of Robert H. Alexander Earl Of Rols had by his wife, a 
daughter of Albahy, an only child allb named Euphemia, who 
became a nun, probably by the inlligation of her mother’s 
family, and with the intention of refigning the dignity to John 
Earl of Buchan, fecond Ibh' bf the regent, when Ihe came of 
age ; but the refighation was riot executed till four years after 
this period*. As Euphemia 'By entering into a nunnery was 
regarded as dead iri iaw^ Donald lbtd‘ of die Hies relblved to 
defeat die . machinations of the family of Albany, by an im- 
mediate fe^ure of , the: earldom, w|^h included the ifland of 
Sky, and lay contiguous to his dominions. Not contented 
with this acquiiiuon, to Ihew hiS Icorn of the regent, and 
recommend his.ailiance to the Englifli king, Donald raifed an 
army of ten diottfarid men of the Hebudes, and of Rofs, and 
advanced as far as Mar in his delblating inroad, intending to 

♦ Rymer, VIII, 635. 

* Sir D. Dalrymple, Sutherland Cafe, ch. v, fea. 7, from many records 
there quoted. 
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1411 fack Aberdeen, and ravage the country even doWn to the 
^Tay*. 

To ftof> his deftruftive career, Alexander Stuart Earl of 
Mar, and Ogilby iheriff of Angus, haftily coUeded ibme 
troops from Buchan, Mar, Garioch, Angus, and Merns and 
24 July met the mvader at Harlaw, about ten miles northweft of 
Aberdeen. Mar’s army was inferior in number; and the 
battle was obftinate and fierce, but indecifivc. On the fide of 
t)onald the chieft of Maclean and Macintolh fell, with about 
nine hundred ; and Mar loft five hundred men^ among whom 
were ibme of rank, as Scrymger conftable of Dundeo, George 
Ogilby heir of the family, and moft of the gentlemen of 
Buchan ^ The lord of the Wes was however fo much weak*- 
ened, that he was forced to retire; and the regent immediately 
Colle6tiiig an army marched to the caftle of Dingwall in Rofs, 
tvhich he took and garrifoned toward the end of autumn. 
Next fiimmer Albany fet tlnee armies on foot to invade 
Donald’s twritories, who was obliged to abandon his preten- 
lions to Roft, to. make a peiiimal fubmifilon, and give oaths 
and hoftages for indcran^ation, and future obfervance of 
peace*. As the interefts- of the regent were concerned, the 
motives of his condu£t deferve no applaufe ; but the condutSL 
itfelf was in this inftance fpirited' and political, for it might 
have proved dangerous to have permitted a large and con- 
tiguous acceflioii of territory to an independent chief, the ally 
of England. 

• Bowar, 444. 

’ Ibid. 445. Contemporaiy pbem The battle of Hadanr. Mar af|wars to • 
have married the heirefs of Doffle in Brabant, and returned to Scotland, In 1409.. 
He lived till 1436. Stewart’s Gen. 135. 

• Bowar, 445. 
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Meantime it appears not that Henry IV made any exertion 1411 
to aflift his ally, a greater field having opened to his ambition 
in the affairs of France, the long diflenfions of which kingdom 
had now ripened into civil war. Henry prepared the fliture 
conquefts of his fbn by engaging in the party df Burgundy, to 
whom he tliis year lent a fijpply of troops r and it became an 
objed of his prudence to prevent any difturbance of his deligns, 
by terminating hoftilities with Scotland. The publication of 
a remarkable papal bull, given by Urban V in 1 368, but not 
openly current till now, alfb Contributed to this end’. In 
this pontifical mandate it is forbidden, under pain of excom- 
munication and interdiftion, to all perfons ecclefiaftical or 
fecular, of whatever rank, to form any leagues ag^infi: the 
government of Scotland, or to enter that kingdom hoflilely, 
or make any depredations in it, or even to prote 61 or affifi any 
who (hall infringe this prohibition. To the tenors of excom- 
munication other penalties are added; and iufiuny, degradation,^ 
incapacity of any places of honour or truft, are held out to 
the violators ; and, if kings^ their fiibjefls are abfblved from- 
their allegiance.. This kft threat may have had fame influence 
with Henry, whole title little required any additional Ihock.. 
Urban V was a Frenchman, and wafm ia the interefts of his 
country, ftruggling at the period of this bull vnth Edward III 
the origin of this fubnination is therefore eafily explained; 
and it appears to have lain dormant at firft from a dilcovery of 
the friendly, difpofitions of David 11 towards England ; and,, 
afterwards negleiSted and forgotten, to have l^en revived by 
accident at the prelent epoch.. 

Various negotiations for a truce between ||||lij|land and 
Scotland occupied this, andtbe foUowiet^ year,^^ !^ occafiouedi 

Abercr. II, 140.. 
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1 41 1 a fiifpenfion of arms. Neverthelefs Douglas of Dnimlanrig, 
v—' and Gawin Dunbar, broke down the bridge of Roxburgh, and 

fct fire to the town ’. But neither this infult, nor the lofs of 
Jedburgh, could divert the Englilh king from his attention to 
France j and the Earl of Douglas, finding no employment 
for his martial fpirit in his own country, refolved to bear a 
part in the French deeds of arms. Thrice, lays a monaftic 
hifiorian, he was repelled by contrary winds, till by the advice 
of the Earl of Orkney his companion in the voyage, he vifited 
the ifle of St. Colm in the firth of Forth, and addrefifed his 
fupptications to tlw tutelary Saint, ColUmba. Then he failed 
to Flanders, and by the Saint’s affijftance foon returned*. 
Douglas mufi: have Rnind it impra^cable to take a decided 
(hare in the war, for the alliance of England (hifted from 
one party to the <^er j nay the French kmg himfelf was in- 
decided. " 

1412 To Henry Wardlaw, biihop of St. Andrews, Scotland now 
became indebted for her firft univerfity, an event more in- 
terefiting and importaiit than dubious negotiations, or the 
tumults of war. It is pleafing to confider. the dawn of the 
light of learning, rifing as after a tempeftuous night of dUcord 
and barbarifm, ^d commencing, its falutary influence. The 
ftudies of the time were indeed unimportant, the thorny traft 
of fcholaftk theology, the clerical ufuipations of canon law, 
a logic which taught not to reaibn, a phflplbphy devoid of 
wiidom : but (Hll the mind was employed, a (acrifice, though 
rude, was offered to (cience, the field, began ,t0 be rnan^ed, 
which in time was to yield productions of delight and of utility. 
At Pentecc^ 1410 the leCtures at St. Andrews had begun, 

• Bowar, 447. 

* Ibid. The period of Orkney's deliverance from his EngUfli captivity was 
perhaps 1405. ^ Rymer, VIII, 415, 429. 
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but the bulls of confirmation were not received till this year, 1412 
when Henry Ogilby mailer of arts, who had been deputed 
on that fervice, arrived with the papal confent. Uuiverfal 
feftivity enlivened the city, the bulls were prefented to the 
bifhop who appeared in ftate in the refeflory, were folemnly 
perufed aloud, and Te Deum fung, and the elevation of joy 
and of wine pervaded every ftreet. On a following day a 
grand proceffion was inflituted, in which were feen not lefs 
than four hundred clergy 

The death of Henry IV, and the fucceflion of his warlike 14.13 
fon to the Englifh fceptre, introduced little alteration into the ^*'^‘^** 
afeirs of Scotland. One of the firfl a6ls of Henry V was to 
order the fbn of Albany, whom policy had Hill retained captive 
in England, and fome odier prilbners to the tower ; left they 
might have taken an advanta,ge, of which there did not want 
examples, in efcapiiig upon a pretence,, believed in that age to 
be juft, that their promifesf of honour were only engaged to 
the late king, ?nd became vacated by his death *. Refblving 
to take advantage of the diftradled ftate of France, he had 
efFe6hial means in his hands to lecurel the neutrality of Scot* 
land, by continuing the captivity of James, and of Albany’s 
cldeft fon ; and to (hew his amicable intentions he difmifTed 
Ibme Scotifh captives of inferior note*. The Scots were 
afterwards amufed with three unfucCefsfbl negotiations, in the 
lame year,, between their regent and thfe Englifh king, for 
the ranfoni of James. AUxihy fent a more ferious embafly 

* Bowari 445; The original charter 'Of the hiifiop is rcheairfed in Scotft. 

Cal. iirkler the reign of James IT. A deed of thia prelate, 18th April 1414, 
occurs in ms. 'H«i. 4637^ Vtd. HI, f. 188. 

* Rymcr, IX, 2. Accordingly the truce of May 1412, which was to laft till 
Ealter 1418, (Rymer, VIJI, 737,) was regarded as annulled.. 

■ * Rymer, IX, i 
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lor the ranfom of Murclac his ion; but this defigii alio failed 
and only a truce was agreed on, to lafl: till June 1414: at 
which time it was continued by further negotiation*. 

While Henry V was occupied with his vidorious expedition 
into France, the Earl of Douglas took and burned Penrith ; 
and in revenge Dumfries met with a fimilar fate The want 
of an Earl of Northumberland now began to be felt ; and it 
was relolved by the Englifli government to accomplilh a treaty, 
commenced in the preceding year, for the exchange of the 
regent’s fbn and the young Earl of Northumberland, Ion of 
l lotfpur, who had been left in Scotland by his grandfather, 
when he retired into Wales. That he was detained as a 
captive, after the feizure of the ScotUh prince, cait hardly be 
imputed to injuftice ; but he was liberally educated at St. An- 
drews by the bilhop, and met with fuch honourable holpitality 
that grateful impreflions alone filled his mind. Before Henry 
proceeded to France this exchange had been determined ; but 
was poftponed on account of the ungenerous flight of Murdac, 
who was however taken, and the captor liberally rewarded *. 
The anxiety of the regent, now far advanced in years, for the 
prefence of his heir, and the wiflies of the Englifli for the 

* Rymcr, IX. 5, 40, 79, 48, 45, 60. In May 1414 Albany fent Maxwell of 
Caldcrwood, and Mr. Robert Lanyn, to Henry to negotiate the ranfom of Murdac 
and James. Vcfp. F. VII, f. 114, n. i, 2: f. 115, n. i. The letters are 
dated at length, “ 26 Mail 1414, et gubernationis noilrx 9 an additional 
proof that Robert III died in April 1406. The delignation of James is Angular, 
-« Jacobi Alii quondam Domini mei regis.” 

Bowar, 447, mentions the aAaAination of Patrick Graham Earl of Strathern, 
by Sir John Drummond, who died before the puniAiment of his crime. Graham 
was carl in right of his wife Euphetiua Stuart ; and their fon Malis Graham 
was ftripped of the title, and efiate by James I ; a raOt adl which excited a 
Graham to his aflaflination. Sutherland Cafe, ch. v, fed. 13. 

* Bowar, 448. * Rymer, IX, 280. 
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proteffion of ahotligr Earl of Northumberland, at lad conlpired *4^5 
together : and ^ exchange was carried into effetl u- v— 

A frefli treaty for the ranibm of James proceeded fo far, 1416 
that Henry confentc^ that the Sco^ hiag, now of age, fhould 
vilit Scotland, on condition of returning withih a limited time, 
under the penalty of one hundred .thouiand marks, giving 
hoftages for lecurity But Ibme pretext was found by the 
regent for breaking off this negotiation ; and he at the lame 
time entered into a correfpondence with the duke of Orleans, 
now a prifoner in England *. 

While Henry V had entered upon his lecond expedition 1417 
againRFrance, and was engaged in tins eOnqueft of Noh^^ 
yVlbaiiy colleded a large army, and it iiito t^ 

appointed the one under Douglas to inyeft .Roxburgh, ' while 
he himfelf with the other befieged Berwick, But the dukes 
of Bedford and Exeter, gathering an array of more than one 
hundred thouiknd men, if we believe an Englilh hiRoriau, 
and of which Exeter boalled that forty thouland were equal 
to the chofon ibldiers under Henry hi France, the Scots were 

* Rytner, IX, 323. In the invaluable Colledioa of papers, Vdp. F. VII, 
f. 108, n. I, is a warrant for removing Murdac to W^kwonh, dated 22 May, 
regni 3 — 1415; inftrudio&s alfo occur, f. uo/'datad at May, r. 3, agreping 
to the exchange, provided that Percy, afletit to fulfill what Robert Umfrayillc 
and John Witherington, efquires^have promifed to Henry in his name. Henry 
Percy being at length brought to Berwick, filial, orders were iflued oq the 10th 
Dec. Ib. f. 109. 

* Rymer, IX, 417. 

* Guthrie, who generally copies Abercromby, Maitland, and Granger, has 
occaTionally new intdligisnce, but carelcfsiy omits to point oot his authorities. 

He mentions this cm-rerpondehce, Vol. HI, p. 248, as conducted by means of 
Henry Talbot, and betrayed by i doniefttc oTOrleans Who was a fpy in Henry’s 
pay. In Vefp. F. HI, f. 5, is an autograph letter oi Henry V, recommending 
attention to this intercourfe of Orleans and Albany. 
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1417 forced to netire*. AUnnyfoems to have had chide hitelli- 
gcncc, tmd to have thoti^ht that the fcMce of Ehgknd -was m 
F£an<Hii5 while Henry had ih fafi; only a fo^hdl hat 
Tha people of Scotland notii)%e£Ung the^ numbers ofthe foe, 
and mily feahg the ^ated thk attempt 

of Albany w iih gr<^t 

Tha iu 

tha dep^t^d^i^ in aflferting' the foperiority 

of counciti-^ thc. jpopM, afoer ilmumig the cohfont of the 
other bathi^lc litmgdc&s,' at h^ an envoy to Soitland for 
that pu^ie/ A b^ to Perth^ 

Abbot of Pontiniac kt^ and 

fooum tho;^ and the cafo was exatditied. 

Ibmiediif^lp^h^ tlie Regent, y«ho tdfocr fovo\»ydl&i cau^^ 
and appomted Boheit^ Engtilhmah'ib defend h, 

who ix^forifonate^^ into hereticu propofitions 

in the dtten^t;. aful foe^mvedky of jSb^ Aadhs^, and mofo 

dfe new 

the Coiiiicd, tbatScoibhid ihoilM the 

cXainpleof the odtir datbolfo"lbf« . M ' 

1419 The Werk%as dfeon by^ Wiliam’ H%b^ of 

‘Faftcaftle^^nt fome&i^fh troops^^^^a^ undi^'r Robert Ogle, 

* ^war^ 4^;awntipni<^i6,Mt!tia^^ tKe Fml rauf eitfedmon, 

with.dtie ifwn'. ' 197^ bribes thi^ cnteiqpozie w. the iqUi* 

gations of 01dcdtliilii(nd the Lolards, who wiihedto reftore the pretendfM^ichard 
to the thntte : a' ridieulout imputation; arifing ftpM antignity. againft the 
Loiarda. Qrfe^ns feems to«l)av« i|ean>the infiigabn’. ' Tbe boffibaftic qaaOitKe 
of Thomas of p. 16a,; may excite a fSklle. In V«Qj. 

a, is a ietter-of Henry, dasediSt&y tbi i qip te i ii,, tw^aidtwng tfegt Alfaay iiae^ 
to attadt Berwick by fea and hmdyi dMMit H^d of Am^, fed; ^ cannon 
and other warlike liores were Ihipped in Scotland for that putpofe. Albaoy’a 
army is computed at 60,000. See «Ilb jCymer IX, 307,, dated ^41:5. 

♦ Bowar, 449—451. 
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he deceived Hadybvutdtt in pr(^oiu1ig a compeiilation forde* 1419 
liverance of the caftle, while his men fecredy fcaled the walls, "v— 
and overpowering the Scots flew Halyburtoiw and his twenty 
three followers 

Henry V had now reduced all the northern parts of France ; 

.and the Daiqihin was left almoft deftkute of friends or re> 
fourcet. In this ncceflity he feat an emhafly te the Sootifli 
regent, requirmg affiance id conformity with loi^ extfUng 
treaties ; and a parliament being held it was refblved to comply 
with the Dauphin's demand, in cdnfeqiueo^r Athahy fent his 
lecond foil, John Stoah Ba;! of Buehan» with a. cbeTen army 
of feven thouflmd men, among whom were fbme noUei, and 
many knights dod e^phres; and npodi their arriyi^ inFrance 
the DaupHn unmedittely united them with hb little 'army, 
then about. to attempt the redu^on of Langtiedoc *. 

Robert Duke of Albany after haying ruled Scotland for about 
thirty-four years, indMmg ^1^ ft^rmer mansgemtot tuider his 
father and brother, diedat the cafHOuf Sthiing;} in the'dditeenth 3 Stpt. 
year of his fble regency# after a life df vqnWafdaOf eighty years. 

'I'o his high offlee his ion Murdae fucceeddd ; a man of a very 
difterent charafler, indokni and remift even to wcakneft,' and 
not capable of patenial, ftir left of p|ruieely aumorit|''*; But 
the circomftances of the times maintaintd him in hft difficult 

* {bsnir«,458, afisr a toqg, hit eurioiM, dSgidSen ooncerntnf the hiftorf «f 
WalM St thftperiod. 

‘ * Bowar, 449. Tha b|iftc>(y sferibad to-AIsin Chattkr, Paris 1617, 4t0t bat 
raaltjf yiitMb % flvoyt (iee bift. ds JSan Chutier, Paris itS6t, folio) mentions, 

P^ 49 t ^'Scots as juft ardml h I'idvce id I4i9<. On UrfibS, p. 358, fays 
that twdl^Oi knigbMr ** Tkiejm QpvUiihy, ct ^GuiUsuaie de Gtss/’ came to 
aflift the in 14181 and p. 38|#.)ie efUmatet thehuti who amved 

under fiuebsm and Wigtom b only 4000^ or gcoo. 

* Bowar, 466, 467. 
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1419 ftatroii for four years, at the end of which* James aifumed the 
“■"^^' fceptre of his fathers. 

Few incidents worth notice arife during the (hort regency of 
Murdac, except the tranfe^ions of the Scots in France, a new 
icenc« but which more properly belongs to the French hiftory- 
Uowever at the end of this^ book a brief account fhall be ex- 
hibited of thefe deeds of arms, which reftedled no. imall credit 
upon Scotifli valour. , 

1420 The Earl of Douglas; enterhig England" with a confiderable 
force, took the town of Alnwick, and burned' it to the ground 
In the . next year Henry V proceeded to York, and invited 
Douglaf to C’^hference, in t^ibb he found means to engage 
the eaii to jerve 'bim'WitK two himdred^ hbrie, and as many 
infantry, upon Henry’s aUowing him the yearly fum of tw© 
hundred pounds ’. The motives; of Douglas to thaa lingular 
and trealbnable treaty are not hiificieutly apparent, but it 
feems t^t the j^cakncfs-tJf the Scotilh; .government concurred 
with the dSnglifK gold to mfUgate this irrcgidar. condud. 

To add to &e domelHc calamities of Scotland' under the: 
feeble regency of Murdacf tliat country was alilided with a 
hew ai^ wide malady, proceeding frpm: irregular fealons^ 
This was a conta^ous fever and dyfentcry,. in which many of 
all fal^ penihed- An^ong the^-^ of note were Henry 
Sinclair earl of Orkney, Jswi^rDouglas lord of Dalkeith; and 
George Dunbar earl of Marc^, a nobleman, mod fortunate in 
war, the fide ujpoii which he flood beingjalways vidorious,, as 
in the battles, of’ Otterburn, Nifbet, 

Benrig,. and other Ids impoi^antconfli^,’. %; 

J421 In order to induce the ISbots to wiflidraw from France, by 
bringing them into the hateful ^pre^l^mefit of lighting againfl 

* Bbwar, 46b. *■ Rymer, X, lij, 3oMiy i42i.. 

* Bowar, 46b, whb adds that the (BfedTe was called the ^uhtw. 

their- 
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dieir own king, Henry V determined to have the company of 1421 
James into France ; and, to induce him to compliance, en- 
gaged that he Ihould be permitted, three months after their 
return, to pals to Scotland for a time, upon giving a number 
of Scotilh n<^les as hplUges*. But Henry never returned; 
and his death in the lucceeding year opened .a lurer pFolpe6t 1422 
to James of his deliverance frorn a lengthened captivity. 

The Duke of Bedford being appointed Protedlor of England, 
juftly conlidered it as a luperior policy to form an alliance with 
the Scotiih king, and deliver him upoit ranfom. James was 
accordingly permitted to lend for commiHioners frpm Scotland, 
to confer at Pomfret with thole, of England^ whole inftrudtions 1 425 
were liifficiently moderate. They were to demand forty thou- ^ J“*y 
fand pounds, as a recompence for the maintenance of James 
while he reiid^ in £ngland^|^’name of ranfom being unjuH; 
and invidious for a prince not taken .in vin his tender 

age capable of arms ; they were, to ^ for the pay- 

ment in proportions of two thmitj^nd pouiids a year : to offer 
perpetual.peacc, or,^ if rc^fled^ a long thice: to obtain an 
agreement that no more' Scots Jiould proceed to France, and 
tliat thole already there be. recalled: artfully ^ induce the 
Scots to demand an Englilh lady in marriage^ the king: 
and lalUy to. proceed upon ' compcnlktion of damages if de- 
manded’. The Scotiih coihmifficm^rs probably returned to 
lubmit the terms to their gwernment, ; and to procure ample 

• Rymer, X> 125. Thi/inUruowitt the eit^gement with Douglas, 

and bears to have been mediitW by that earb iwhdi^ajr perhaps be vindicated 
on the fiippofition that he onfy intended ta Ibltdw the fate of his Iwereign. . 

In 1420 James was a gueft at the coronation felKval of Catherine of France, 
minutely deferibed.^by, Fabian, II, 176, 177. 

* R3nner, X, 294. The propofal of marriage was to originate with the 

Scots, ** cum mulieres regni Anglix, ialteavnobiles, non fokant ulUo virorum 
connubiis fe offccre.'.’ . .. 

inllru^lionsi.; 
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1423 inftniilioiis ; for the filial agreement was fettled at York, and 
after a delay of two months ♦. 

Murdac the regent lad fufliciently learned from experience 
the oppreflive weight, and mortiHcations, of power, when not 
fupported by abilities ^ His own ions, inflead of being awed 
by the important office of their father, ieemed to (hare his 
dignity for the &ke of licence, and to regard his authority as 
a proteflion for their vices. There is a tradition, the (impUcity 
of which feems to (peak its truth, that the regent had a favorite 
falcon, which hit (bn Walter had cMfteii requeued un(ucce(sfully, 
and at 1^, vexed with repeated re(u(kl, he tore it from his 
father’s hand, and tvrifted its neck: upon which Murdac mildly 
exclaimed, “ Since you pay me fo little refpeft, I muft invite 
him whom both muft obey *.** 

But whether the regent’s conjbnt proceeded from his wi(hes, 
or from his weakne(s, and want of influence and ability to 
withftand the national defire, it is certain that the ScotKh 
commiflioners a£led with (incerity. The conclulive treaty only 
bears that forty thou;^nd pounds fliould be paid for the main- 
tenance of James, within (iX; years, by half*yearly payments : 
that hoftages (hould be given: and that the Scoti(h regent 

* Rytner, X, 299. Mutdatc’s coinniUnon is dated 19 Aug. 1413, gub. 3. 
ib. 298, whence a draibt mayarife that he was not recognized regent till 142a. 

* To ilrengthen his authority Murdac procured bonds of fervice from fome of 
she nobility. That of Mar, dated 20 Kov. 1420, is among Sir James Balfour’s 
papers, ms. Had. 4694, aa. Mar becomes ** man of fpalen, duelling, 
and revenew,” to Munli^' .excepting allegiance to the king: and Murdac 
grants him part of the profits of jufiiciary, of Aberdeen, Bamf, and Invernefs ; 
and liis natural fon Thomss is confirmed in the rcverfion of Mar and Garioch. 
After foine other claufes, half the rents of Badenoch, Urquhart, and Strathoun, 
are alfb afligned to Mar. On fiich foundations flood the power of the regents. 

* fieyce, f. v. 358. In 0 ^. 1423 Murdac fwore to the obfcrvance of th« 
alliance with France. Du Tillct, f. 1 36. 
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ihouM fend cmbaflkdors, empowered to clofe the marriage of" 1423 
James with an Englifh lady of rank. The laft claufe muft'— ^ 
refer to the confent of parliaihent, ncceffary to efFeft the 
elponlal and adjufe the dower. And a ipace of time being 
required to accompUfli thefe affiiirs, the month of March, in 
die approaching year, was fixed for the final arrangement. The 
Scotifli comraifiioners afterwards proceeded to London, and 
came under folemn cn^geihcnts to fulfil die agreement, and 
among other articles undertook to procure four obligations 
from the burghs of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen, 
for the whole money to be paid 

James foon after efjxiufed an Englifh lady who had long 1424 
attra^ed his affe^iions. This was Joanna daughter of the 
duchels of Clarence, niece of Richard II, by her firft hufband 
John Duke of Somerfet, foaith fon’i»f John of Ghent, Duke 
of Lancafter, and grandfon of Edward III. The ceremony 
was performed at the church of St. Mary in Southwark; 
and next day the Scotifh king received, as the portion of his 
queen, a difoharge of ten thouiand pOunds out of the fom to 
be paid to England *. The hoftages caime to Durham at the 
appointed time ; and James began his long expedled journey 
to his own kingdom. Upon his arrival at Durham, a fecondary 
fet of hoftages were named, out of which, in cafe of death, 
any of the former might be fupplied ; and a rental of all their 
eftates was given in, which affords an interefting record of 
the ftate of wealth in Scotland at that period ’. Many Scotifh 

' Rymcr, X, 299, 302. Henry V only idtewcd 700/. a year for the main- 
tenance of Janies* Pat. Rolls, 2H 5, part 301. 

* Rymcr^ X, 322* JLeland CoUeA. III^ lo. Sowar, 474. Caxtonh 
Higden, 1482, f. 412. 

^ kymer, X, 327, 333. Sec Appendix. The inftruftions for the meeting 
at Durham occur Vefp» F. VII, f. 27. 
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1424 nobles and gentlemen now croudcd to pay their court to the 
fovcrci^ ; and James, amid the acclamations of the people, 
9 April entered at laft his own realm But before proceeding to his 
naemorahle and fpirited reign, it will be proper briefly to re- 
view the deeds and fate of the Scots in France. 

The year after the arrival of the Scotifli auxiliaries, we find. 
Henry V uling the company of James, his captive, as a mean 
of preventing the hpflilities of his lubjefls; but without effeft, 
for they continued to fcrve die Daiiphin^ jiiftly regarding their 
Ibvereign’s will as' iueffefbial while under conftraint. The 
firft impbfta|te ai 5 lioii ?iri wHbb the Scots ajlpear is the battle 
of Baug^ ib called from a village in Anjou, twenty two miles 
to the eaft of Angers. The Dauphin had appointed the Scots, 
led by the carls of Buchan and Wigton, and Stuart of Darnley, 
to guard that province againft the Duke of Clarence, whom 
Henry V had ditched for its redu^on. On the twenty fecond 
day of March, 14.i1, the Englilh wdieil foraging took four 
Scots, and brought them to Clarence, who thus learned that 
the Scotifli army and a few Freiu^ lay at Bauge. The Duke 
inftantly Iprung from the table exclaiming, “ Let us attack 
them, they are ours : but let none follow lave the men at 
arms;” and after a qukk march he came to Little Bauge, 
where a few Fjrench j^ended the church, and gained time 
for Buchan to arrange * troops. The EngUfli aware of this 
left the church untaken, and advanced ; but to a complete de- 
feat Clarence, diflinguiflied by a coronet of gold and jewels 
upon his helmet, was the firil (lain ; and a (imilar fate awaited 
the Earl of Kent, the Lords Grey and Rois., and above four- 
teen hundred men at arms. ‘ The Earls of Huntingdon and 
Somerfet, and many others of note, were made captives. To 


' Eowar, 474. 
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reward the Earl of Buchan, who had flaiti Clarenc e with his 1424 
own hand, the Dauphin gave him the liigh dilVuictiou 
Conftable of France *. 

In the following year the Conftable took Avranches in 
Normandy ; and probably learning the agreement w hich his 
/ather-in-law the Earl of Douglas had made with Henry V, 
he relblved to detach him from the Englilh intereft. For 
which purpofe he vifited Scotland, empowered to offer the carl 
the duchy of Tourainc ; and Douglas confented to bring five 
thoufand men into France. The Datiphin, now Charles Vi I, 
j-ewarded Stuart of Darnlcy with the lordlhip of Aubigny in 
Berry ; and the family and title were to become not a little 
illuftrious. The death of Henry V had checked the Englilh 
exertions ; and Buchan and Douglas were only ordered to de- 
fend the Loire, and prevent the foe from entering Berry 
But fortune now became adverfe to the Sdbtilh auxiliaries ; 
and two fucceffive defeats almoft extinguiflted them. The 
firft happened at Crevan in Burgundy, in the year 1423. 

Cliarlcs 

* Des Uifins, 389. . St. Remy, (at the end of the anonymous hiftoiUn of 
Le Labourcur,) p. 153. Hiftory by Berry, aferibed to Alain Charticr, p. 51. 
Monftrelct, c. 239. 

Bowar, 459, 460, has dirtous details. CUtiliice^ after having been pierced 
with a fpear by Sir William Swinton, was flaih by Budian with a battic-ax. 

The brothers of the future queen of Scotland were taken prifoners by the Scots. 

On hearing the tidings, the pontiff Martin V faid tudicroufly, ** In truth the 
Scots are the only antidote of the Englifh." 

* Bowar, 463. JeanChartier, p. 7. Berry, p. 5$. 

Charticr cxprtfdy lays “ leduche dc TouRAiNt" was granted to Douglas, 
and fo Berry, p. 60: *' ducattw Turonenfis,” Bowar, 463 : a princely gift ! 

He was afterwards buriqd in Tours, the capital of his duchy, Bowar, 464. 

See the grant in Du Tillct, f. v. 136, dated 19 April 1423, extra£lcd from the 
regiilers of the parliament of Poitiers ; and the recognizance of Douglas, as 
Lieutenant General of France, is publifhed by the fame author, f. 136.. 

, vot. I. r The 
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1414 diaries VII intended that the Scots ihould proceed to Cham- 
pagne, and defend that country againft Saliflniry ; but Aubigny 
laid fiege to Crevan, and fent for cannon, which were refufed 
as he neglected his orders. Salifbury advanced to raife tiic 
fiege, and an aftion enfued in which the Scots were defeated : 
Stuart of Darnlcy and Aubigny, conftable of the Scotilh army,, 
was taken prifoner ; and fbon after exchanged for the marftial 
of Burgundy : Sir William Hamilton, and! about nine hundred. 
Were left on the field *. . 

The odier defeat,, which may be regarded as final, happened 
in the firft f ear of Jame^ ; but the connexion renders its de- 
Icription proper at this place. This was the mfcmorable battle 
of Vcrncuil in Normajidy, fou^on rfie feventeenth of Auguft, 
1 424. The archbiftop of Rheitns had been lent embaiHador 
to Scotland, to j^ocure a reihfiinrceiilint, which landed in 
Bretagne ; amdf^bouglas, how Duke of Tduraihe, advanced 
to raife the ll^ge of Yvry upjdbrtaken by the Eiijglifh. But 
the French kmg learning that a little muft be lifqued, before 
the place was relieved, afifembled all his Woops, and leaving 
Tours, with Buchan the cOnfiable, he met his barons at 
Chateaudun aiid hdyhhded to ilfemhuil. ’Bedford upon this 
raifed the fiege of Yvry, and marched to meet the French and 
Scuta. Arriidn£iiear J(^^ feht a < herald to Douglas, 

who ih detiillm c^^ him John with the leaden fword, 
informing hiih that he had to dfhik Widl him, and that 

The gKt of Aubigny to John Stuart l^eur ^rvette, fDarnl^,) et de Con- 
cteflaidt, conftaUe of the Sebtift army, occurs, f. v. 135, dat«d 26 hllarcb 1422. 
That d’Ervette is a corrupdto ! of Daialey affj^eua from Jeint Chartier, p. 4, 
and %rry, p. 58, whofe ca£'ei|^% » tktydh ffor DertuUl). Congreflault, or 
bbncorfault, is a lordihip in ^rry, afKirWanI nddlry die Shiarts to the Moni- 
penies, Jind had been gradted 2.i April 1421. Thaiuiiaffiere Hift. de Berry, 
hourges, 1691, fed. p. ... 

* Jean 'Chartier, 4, feeny, jji. Hall, f. v. 86, Monftrelet, 11 , 8. 

he 
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he would wait till he had that honoua^ The Duke of Tourahie 
anfwered that he was moft welcome ; that he had coiuc from 
Scotland to^find him, afid he begged him tQ come quickly. 
If in thefe minute matters the manner of Plutarch be imitated^ 
it is becaufe it intejrefts, and paints tmn and noonners. The 
battalions were Toon, arranged upon either full,* and Douglas 
refolved not to lofe an advantagedhs Ration, to await 
the EnglUh : the Vicomte of Narbcauie, the French "general, 
tinhappily thought otherwife, and proceeded with the national 
rafhaefs which had decided the battles of Cre0y, Poitiersr, 
Azincour* Douglas was forced to follow the exatnple ; and 
the army loR breath, rank, and Ration, while the enemy re> 
tained ail. The French font two thouii^ ^o attack the rear 
of the foe; but they were defeated by Rio En^ijlH archers, 
and a general rout enfoed. The Duke Of Tguiraiuet and his 
foii*in-law the conRableof France, and moilc of the Scotilh- 
men of note were Rain ; and of the Ffendi the Ticomte dr 
Narhonne, the Count D’ Aunmle* and many other nobles : of 
common French and Scots fell about four thouiand hve hun- 
dred. Doii^las was honourably interred in Tours, the capital 
of his fhort-iived duchy Such was the event of the battle 
of Verneuil, which ruined the affinsa of £3ij^es VJI« till 
about five years aRer, whin the MW of Orleans begaxi to 
revive them* The heroic race of Aubigiifi^aiad other parti- 
cular families and individuals, west afterwards diRuiguiRiiod- 
in the wars of France; but this ruinojos cooRi^l C!4||^uaUy 
prevented any Scotifo ausdliasies iRom evor uifoangrlh^ king- 
dom in ftiture 

* / 

*Bowsr, 463. Beny, 59—60. JesnCha^, 9 . ,Ldi|nd Colkft* 11 , 490 * 
Caxton’s Higdra, f. 412. Monftielet, II, 15. Rail, 89 --^. 

* A few adventQKfs muft be excepted, and fome uoops in the feigns of 
James III and IV, but whofe adUons an not known to biflonr* 
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COkfAlNING THE REION OF JAMES I. 


Charaktr of of Albany^ his 

fpnst and Jjefmose^pcarliament-^cimmrcial negotiation with 
Flanders---^rliam*Ui----^f^rifo^ of highland chiefs — 
refirefente^iyesforfidres---^^ .with<France>—4nfurrebiion 
i of AUiet^r ’ lord" of the Ips<^kh fokmjfon^omnurciai 
treaty wUh Flastdeff’—farliamefst — fhOie with England-- 
commotions in the highlands— EngliJk pro^f<ds— heretic burnt 
^ — March confined— fiorliament— death ff Maryr— Margaret of 
Scotland wedded ta the Dau/Am—fiege of Roxburgh— par- 
Hdmt^*!^Jfefiination tf yatnes* 

1424 V PTER two wndbritkd inai^e reigns, and two regencies 
— MM. of no {uperior chathdier, a monarch is to (ucceed, whofe 
g^ernment » to be ^i^oguifhcsd for ifstiovelty and vigour; 

. and the hodle <Df%l^it i» at laft to know a fovereign. James 
had. now ttbainftd his thirtieth year ; »tiid htir prime of life was 
yet fiugjber reoommended by every' advantage,, which natural 
talentC and t complete eduoatiofi, couM l^fbw. In ^Hbn 
he was rather under the middle' (ize^ but endued with inch 
lirhmeis and ^i^ty as to excell in' every' manly eacercilb* In 
wfefiling, in ^ of . idte bow, or the ipear, in 

throwing the quoit, in^miming, in hor^ he yielded to 

none, j^t his mendll abilities ware yet niore confpicuous. 

A man 
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A* man of Icience and learning, an excellent poet, a mailer of 1424* 
mulic, die fame of his accomplilhments refle£led glory even 
on the throne. lUuftrioiis 40 c;^i7 perlbnal virtue, free from 
any perlbnal vice, his Very amulements'adorned his charafter ; 
his hours of leiliire being frequently dedicated to elegant 
writing, and nuhktute ps^dng, to mSK^iucal aA knd to 
the cultivation of the garden and thelordiard . 

The features dF ^ gpvemHHiettt>it is more difficidf to dif- 
criminate. If we beUeve Ibme writers, not left than three- 
thouland men wPre put to dedli, in the two fiiA years of his 
reign ;*^and after the inroad of Donald Ba^och,. three hundred 
highland banditti mtct with Ae^,!^ tljiefe 

matters are quite utdcnpum m contemporary atid authentic . 
monuments of pur hifteoy : the jh^ce of Janses fell only dn a 
few nobles, and fome chiefs of .clans 4 but the numerous de- 
pendants of thole vicinal of equi^UeTeveiihyienibraced every 
occafio'n to excite 'dhcontebla, and pro^gai^ ihlfehpods againll 
the gover^ent, fal&hobds whidyttye evenFfai^ page 

of hillory, for one of dir misifortunes of the bpule of Stuart, 
has conlift^d in die pri^ndices of . feveral Scotifli hiftorians., Tf 
any bUune mull fall, let it faU^where it onght, upon the mif- 
rule of the houfe .of Albany. . 'To a people who had lived for 
half n caid:ury under a lpo& and delegated, . govertunent, and 
who had been accuftimsed to reganl hcpiicd%S Uberty, it is no 
wonder diat thep;uudnnent of crimes feemed quite a. new and 
ftrange^crpelty : that a ialutary Ikength of government ap- 

* Sowar, feq. . Msir, 309! His poems, The Kite’s Quair, Pcbli.s 

V> the Ph^r, &c. have been Kpeatdily publilhed. gneiu Sji^vius, afterwards 
pope Pius il, who viHted Scotland in 1435, ^feribes him as cor[iuIent( “ qua> 
dratus et multa pinguedine grali!s.” Didcr. AQc^-£uropa!, Paris, 1534, 8vo.. 
p.415. VV' • 

* Abercr. II,, 311, from Heder Boyce, f. 361, a fit authority I 

peared 
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*1424 pcared defpotil'm : that a ncccffary and legal taxation afliimed 
(hape of tyrannic extortion. The commons, led by the 
nobles, abfurdly regarded the eaufe of the latter as their own, 
and faw not tliat the king in crufhing the ariftocracy was dojng 
the moft clfcntial fervice to his people. The plans of James 
were (agacioas and profound, but fometimes incur the charge 
of temerity ; and while they partake of the greatnefs of genius, 
they are limited by the want of a fufficient power in the Scotilh 
monarchy for their complete execution. In a word James is 
folly entitled to the uncommon chara£ler of a great fovereign, 
in the arts of government and of peace ’. 

Kaftcr Upon entering his kingdom, James proceeded to Edinburgh, 
- t Apr. jjg keeped the feftival of Eafter ; and afterwards ad- 

21 May vancing to Scone, was there folemnly crowned with his queen; 
Murdac duke of Albany, as earl of Fife, performing the cere- 
mony of placing his fovereign in the throne * ** . A truce of 
ieven years having been previoufly formed with England % 
James had foil leifure and opportunity to attend to the internal 
26 May foite of his kingdom ; and a parliament commenced at Perth 
live da^s after his coronation *. With the ails of ,this parlia- 
ment begins the regular feries of Scotilh laws, and a new light 
arifes upon a moft important province of hiftory, that of go- 
> ernmcnt and manners. The reiterated theme of battles, and 
negotiations, may now be diverfified with more interefting 
intelligence, and the arts of peace may afford a pleating contrail 
to the devailations of war. In this national council it was 

* Bowar, 51 1, record* an apopluli^m of Janies, when he was informed on 
entering his kingdom, that the regencies had left it a feene o^raud and rapine, 

** By the help of God, though I Ihould myfelf lead the life of a dog, I ihall 
make the key keep the calBe, and the bulh fecure the £0w.” 

* Bowar, 474. * Rymtr, X, 328, 332. 

® Afls, edit, 1566, (C(«ni8«nly called the BUck becaufe printed in 
black letter,) fol. 2, 
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decreed that the antient privileges aiid freedom of the church 1424 
be coufirmed : that the king’s peace be firmly held, and 
private wars allowed : that no man ihould travel with more 
followers than he could maintain^ : that efficient adminiftrators 
of law be appointed through all the realm : that no extortions 
tjiom churchmen, or farmers,* in particular be admitted : that 
the cuftoms and borough rates be affigned to the king, and 
mines of gold and lilver tinder certain reftriftions : that the 
clergy ihall not pafs the fea without the king’s permiffion, nor 
have penfions out of benefices in .Scotland : that gold and lUver 
Ihould not be exported but upon paying a high cuftom : that 
all perlbns exceeding twelve years of age Ihould be taught 
archery : that agriculture be protefted by the deftruflion of 
rooks, and by a prevention from fetting fire to heathy ground 
while the corn was (landing ; that certain cuftoms be raifed 
on horfe, cattle, and (heep, and herrings, and on furs ; that 
inns be kept in every borough; and no beggars allowed, except 
permitted by the Iheriff in the country, and in towns by the 
aldermen or bailies *. 

Such were the (alutary regulations of this parliament, many 
of them befpeaking political prudence, and others an amiable 
fimplicity of manners. But diere were two others of remark- 
able import, and therefore referved for a feparate coufi deration. 

The firft orders the (heriffit to enquire what lands belonged to 
the crown, under the preceding monarchs David II, and the 
two laft Roberts, declaring* at ffie fame time that the king may 
fummon the holders to (hew their charters The fecond 
impof(» a large (ubfidy, in order to defray the (Iwn payable to 
England for the king’s maintenance Though the juftice of 

' Ads, f. a, c. 5. • Ib. f. V. a, f. 5. • Ib. f. v. 2. 

* Ib. /. 3. See Appendix. 

thefe 
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1434 tlicfc ordinances cannot be queftioned, yet their policy may. 
'■J'he former, it is believed, produced no effert, except fufpi- 
cion, a!\d difeontent, among a number of the liibjedls ; and 
the latter excited an almoft nniverlal diffatisfa£lion. 7 ’hough 
a (ubiidy to defray the king’s ranfbm, if taken prifoner, was 
one of the few taxes authorized by the feudal fyftem, yet tlv 
prefent circumftances did not, to the public mind, juftii y ibe 
impofitioH. The tax confifted of twelve pennies in the pound 
of all forts of produ£lion, farhis, and annual cents, cattle and 
grain, whether of the clergy, or of the laity, and to continue 
for two years. Auditors, or chief receivers, were appointed, 
who in the firH: year colle 61 cd about fourteen thoufand marks ; 
but in the fecond year the popular expoftulations increalixl and 
prevailed The confequcnce was, that the fum payable for 
the king’s maintenance in England was never defrayed, 
a 42 ^ It was not to be expelled that the uforpations of the family 

of Albany fhould pals unrevenged ; and James was no foonci 
firm on the throne of his anccilors than he thought of dil- 
charging this great duty in a Ipirited manner. As their powxr 
had continued for a long time, and was deeply rooted in the 
nation, it was necelTary to try the public pull'e, and proceed 
by degrees. Accordingly, in the very commencement of his 
cxercife of authority, James had ordered Walter, the eldeft 
Ion of the late regent Mur^c, into cullody ; and at the fame 
time, probably only to veil his defigns, and prevent the family 
of Albany from being regarded as the foie objcdls of his refent- 
ment, Malcom Fleming of Cumbernald, and Thomas Boyd 
of Kilmarnoc, Ibared the lame fate, but were loon after re- 
leafed*. The next objeds of imprifonment were Duncan 

* Bowar, 48a, himfclf one of the auditors. 

* Bowar, 481, dates this imprifonment on the i^th May 1424, before the 
king’s coronation. 
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carl of Lennox, father in law to Murdac, and Sir Robert 
Graham ♦. At length the public inclination being fufficicntly 
explored, James ventured on a moft daring expedient ; and 
Himmoning a parliament to Perth he gave orders to arrcll at Mai. 
once Murdac duke of Albany, and Alexander Stuart his fecond 
Ion, with the earls of Douglas, Angus, March, and not lefs 
than twenty gentlemen of great anceftry and power As it 
is certain that the revenge only extended to the houle of Al- 
bany, and was meant to proceed no further, hiftorians find 
fome difficulty in accounting for the pretext or motive to this 
large exertion of authority. The pretext might perhaps be, 
that the prifoners had not complied with the late a6t of parlia- 
ment in producing their charters; and as moft of tliem, if 
not all, had been warm fupporters of the family of Albany, 
the motive appears more certainly to have been the prevention 
of any infurreSion in favour of that houfe. Inflantly upon, 
the feizure of Albany, the king took ppffeffion of his caftles 
ofi^-Falkland in Fife, and Down in Menteith: Murdac was 
con^itted to Carlaveroc cafUe, and Ifabella his duchefs to 
T antallon, places remote from the feat of their feudal influ- 
ence *, 

That the precaution ufed by James, in fecuring the friends 
of Albany, was not vain, may appear from the condudl of 
James Stuart, the youngell fon of the duke. Having efcaped 
his intended arrefV, he, with the affiftance of Finlay bifhop of 
Lifmore or Argyle, raifed a band of Highland freebooters, 
afTaulted and burned the town of Dunbarton, and put to the 3 May 
fword Sir John Stuart of Dundonald, uncle to the king, with 
thirty two men. The monarch, juftly enraged at this infult, 

* Bowar, 4.82. This Sir Robert Graham was the fame who afterwards 
afTalHuated James. Buch. X, 28. 

* Ibid. • Bowar, 483. 
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142^ oVidered the fen of Albany to bit pit)claimed tt feiott ; lihd fo 
hot was the purfuit that he was forced, with this bithop and 
other accomplices, to feck refuge in Ireland, whence they 
never returned. Five of his band beirig taken ift a few days, 
fuffered die moft ignominious and extreme ptlttidiment of the 
law ^ 

After a delay of two months neceflary to coUeft fiifficient 
proofs of Albany’s guilt, and to prepare the minds of the 
18 May people, lames adjourned the parliament to Stiriing, and this 
important trial WaJs inftituted. The jury cottfifted -di twenty 
One members of parliament, all of whom, as forming only 
onehoufe, were in JSeOtrand regarded as peers”. The judge 
Was the king himlelf, feting ’on the throne of juftice, with all 
the pomp of royalty ; and this ufeal praftice of the monarch 
prefiding in his own caufe may be Vindicated from the ancient 
Ideas conOerning a jury, Who Were efteemed arbitrators of fadl 
and of law, the judge being only the organ of their terdid. 
ft is remarkable that among thfe jury We find Walter Stuart earl 
of Athole, Archibald earl 'of Oon^as, William earl of Angus, 
George earl of March, and three gentlemen who had been 
arrefted with Albany As by the Scotifh law a majority was 
fufHcient to condemn a prifener, this jury feems to have been 
artfully managed, in order to remove any fbfpicion from the 
king, and to throw the feverity of the verdiift upon Albany’s 
own adherents. Walter 'the regent’s elddft fctfi was firft tried, 
.14 May found guilty, 'afld inftantly ’beheaded ; any delay Serving hO 
purpofe in I'uch a cafe but to Creartfe danger. Being a man of 
tall and comely ftamrif, 'eloquent and afiable, he was rather 
regreted. hior did 'the Vulgar voice lei's oommfferate his 
brother’s gigantic ihape, the former suithority of Albany, the 

* Bowar, 483. * Home, lord Kaimt, Iflift. haw Trafts, 272. 

» Bowar, 483. 
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venerable age of Lennox, a noblernan approaching his eightieth 1425 
year, who were all three executed on the following day 
We are left in the dark concerning the oftenfiblc grounds of 
their condemnation ; but it is probable that their feis^ure of the 
royal lands, and property, formed a chief article. The eftates 
©f Fife, Menteith, and Lennox, with others, thus became 
the property of the crown, and contributed in iom# degree tP 
compenlate the dedications, which had happened nndcr llie 
regencies*. 

It muft not be omitted that, in the fecond parliament of 
this reign, held at Perth as above mentioned, feypial prpdent 
laws were pafled, Ibr the more eSedlual dinhhment of th^ 
who infringed the a^ of the national council ’ : for preventing 
any leagues among the fubje^, an edi^ evidently pointing to 
the prelent circumftances of Albany's adherents t as does 
another, puniilung the recovers af rebels by forfeiture, and 
atiotbdr noted ftatute condemning to death and noniifcati»i all 
guilty of propagating foUehoods between the king end the 
peo^. Other laws of chh aliemldy contain regulations re» 
lating to trade and Oj^eullure, and the adminiilration of 
juftice; ms which iaft head it is ordered that all the inferior 
judges abide by the ftrifl tenor of the law, and that the king 
may warn them fo to do, as well thofo within regalities as 
others : diat if a poor peribn cannot fee an advocate, the king 
(hall provide one; that if the jhvereign pardons, on condition 
the duasigs tseiiigeapipffitdttid to^ plaintiff', 

* fiowor, 4&3. The Coupar ms. K). note, fays Welter Stuart was conviAed 
of rtUnj ; a kuit that ^ depredation of the royal domains, and revenues, was 
the chief d»ffe againft aH the criminais. 

* But the (dbte of Lennox was not forfeited, and continued in a kind of 
^yance. Douglas Peer. 397. 

* A£U, f. 6. 
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1425 be had of the highlanders who before the king’s return were 
'“-^'"^ ufed to rob and kill each other, for from them the compcnfa- 
tion cannot be raifed, but from the lowlanders *. 

-Aug. While James was celebrating the anniveriary of his bi'-th at 
St. Andrews, attended by Douglas, Mar, Murray, Angus, and 
other nobles, he gave audience to the Flemifli embafladors whft 
had been deputed to fettle fbme commercial differences. I'he 
Scotifh merchants had, during the regencies, been treated w ith 
great arrogance, nay even letters of marque had been iflued 
againfl them, in Flanders, which, with the duke of Burgundy, 
iuAained the Englilh party againft France. James had in 
confcquence ordered the Scotifh trade to be transferred to 
Middleburg in Zealand ; but upon the offer of compenfati(Hi, 
and enlarged privileges, by the embaf&dors, the commerce 
was reftored to Flanders As Venice was the grand feat of 
trade between Afia and Europe, fo Bruges in Flanders was the 
commercial link, which conneded the merchandize of Venice, 
and the fouth of Europe, wdth its northern countries. Moft 
articles of manxjfaflure being alfb imported from Flanders by 
the Scots, who were yet Kttlfe verfed in the arts of induftry, 
it is no wonder that the Flemifh were eager to retain a com- 

• * Afts, f. 6—8. The afficers of ftate appointed by James appear, from 
Scotftarvet’s Calendars, to have been, John Cameron bifliop of Glafgpw chan* 
cellor; Sir John Forclter chamberlain; Myrton dean of Glafgow treafurer; 
Robert Liatider of Bafs jufticiary; Walter Ogilvy mailer of the houfehold ; 
John Sievis clerk of regifter; William Foulis fecretary, -afterwards keeper of 
the privy feal ; John of Spens comptroller. 

On the 8th June 1425, James iflued a commiflion to Henry bifliop of St. 
Andrews, authorizing him to refume all alienations from the church, with power 
of anathema, and orders to all judiciaries to aflift. This curious paper is pre> 
ferved in.Harl. ms. 4637, Vol. Ill, f. 189, with an unimportant deed of th^t 
patriotic prelate, t8 April 1414. 

* Bowarj^S?. 
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fiierce, which was one great caufc of impoverifhing Scotland, 1425 
and contributed not a little to the riches of Flanders. v— 

It is with much complacency that this narration now pro- 
ceeds with the hiftory of peace, for which ample materials 
begin w'ith this reign to be found in Scotland. In a third 1426 
parliament, it was ordered that all merchants Ihould import ” 
feme armour, and arms, with their cargoes ® : that all the 
lieges fhould be governed by the laws of the realm, and not 
by particular laws, or privileges, or by the laws of other 
countries : that no man, who had acculed another, Ihould be 
of the jury on his trial : that the prelates, earls, barons, and 
freeholders of the king, Ihould appear pen^ally in parliament, 
and not by procurators, except on lawAil caufe: that the books 
of the law be examined, and reformed : that to liipport the 
inns, travellers Ihouhl lodge in them, and not with friends : 
that none Ihould pafs into Ireland without licence, as the 
rebels had been there received, nor Ihould the Irifh come to 
Scotland as they might be Ipies for the English : that a court 
of feflion be inftituted, the chancellor, and certain dilcrcct 
perfons of the three eftates, to fit thrice a year, for a period 
of time, and hear all caufes ; that they who have nothing 
lhall labour for their living: that the afls of parliament be 
regiHered, and<copies given to prelates, barons, and burgefifes, 
at their cxpence This laft adl was particularly necellary, 
in order to render the parli^entary inllitutious known, and 
practical : and after all it is recorded, as an apophthegm of 
Buchanan, that in Scotland one great a£l of parliament was 
wanted, namely a decree to enjoin the ftrift obfervance of the 
others. For a chief part of govenunent, though unoblerved 
by politicians, refts in the ipirit of the people : laws are vain 

* ASts, f. V. 8. * Ibid. {. v. ii. 
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1426 without manners^ and a nation, accuftomed to loofe mifrulc, 
regards even law as a part of its licence, as a fermon and not 
as a duty, as a fplendid theory and not as folid pra 61 ice. In a 
ipecial afHzc of this parliament, regulations were introduced 
into weights and mcafures, and provifions were made againlf 
the fatal effcfb of donkeftic fire *. The frequent aiTembling 
of the national council does great honour to James, fur mo- 
narchs inclined to defpotilm have ever trembled to meet the 
reprefentatives of their people ; and the a^s reflet praife on 
the patriotifin and the wifdcnn of the infUtutors. 

To renew the tres^y with £>etunark, and adjuft the debt 
due to that kin^om for the derelidhon of the Hebudes to 
May Alexander III, the Scotifit king lent Sir William Crichton his 
chamberlain, and two odier envoys, to Bergen; where, the 
ddjt being completely cleared^ an aumicable arrangement was 
29 July figned 

3oSc|n. Another parliament, held in the £une year ', after Home 
regulations concerning trade and agrkailture, ordered that every 
lord beyond the Gramf^ mountiuns, in whoft lands ancient 
cafties flood, fliould repair and dwell in them, or at leaft one 
of his friends, in order to govern the country and expend the 
produce in the territoiy. To give aa exafnjde lames Gom> 
manded the caflk Invemefs to be repahed * : and finding 
that the highland chiefs were ftrangert to his laws and govern- 
ment, he refblved to inculcate i|}ito their obduracy feme prki- 
Ofdes of good otxler by a fidutiny feverity. The Lords of the 

' AEks, f. la. Tile ane U is JMbiidi wiwh iiy tMaera coaBpvtatiMi 
is 1437, but the next are Sept 1426 : the mtOafe feems lo havp ariien 
from this parliaoient haying iitten till aher die year 1426, commenced on the 
•5th March. 

» Torf. Ore. 198^205. Botrar, 509. 

* A&s, f. 14. • Compare Glendooic’s fidiaafitioi), p. la. 

* ftiinur, 488. 
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liles in paoticuiar, by th^ couihuit confederacy with Elngland, 1426 
and repeated inroad, well deferved a fignal chaftifcmcnt. 

In purfuance of thele motives, ceitainl/jidl and laudable, the 
king alTembled a parlnment at Invernel^ in tfad %ring, which 1427 
the highland diieftains were (jpecially (ummoaed to attend ; 
and faddenly atTd^ed Alexander Lord of the files, and his 
mother the Counte& of Rc)&, Angus Duff* leader of four 
thoufand Mackays of Strathnavem, Kenneth More duef of 
two thouland, John Rofs, William Lcfley, Angus Mocay, aisid 
Macmaken, each allb a chief of two thau£ind ; and in duMt 
about (iff:y principal heads of iawleis clans. Two of thism, 
leaders of a thoulknd each, were izdbKody tried, condemned, 
and beheaded ; and one, who had mutidered the laite Lord of 
the files, was alfo executed in impartial juilicc. The others 
were 'Scattered, as priitmers, amohg the calfiies of different 
lords through the kingdom ; and after a dme ibme were con> 
demned to death, and ffuam were reilored to liberty. The 
Lord of the Ifles and his mother were retained intaiptwity 
till, apparently a|ter a year or aaore, the fociner was delayered, 
while the latter ieems in vain to have bneen retained as an 
hoffage for his fidelity K Such were the proceedings upon this 
occahon, which hy lome have been termed ianguinary ; but, 
if neceihty be the tyrant’s plea, it is sflfo that 'of kw and of 
juftice. Lenient and conciliivtoty mimfores would have had 
the kime effed as snufic upon the deaf, and could have &rved 
no end but to increaie the pride of ohefe chieftains, and to 
debafe the laws and the monarchy. Perhaps it might however 
have proved more politick if James, upon the capture of the 

^ fiowat, 48&, 4.89. She was daughter, and heirefs, of Sir Walter Lcdcy, 
who, with his brother Norman, took Alexandria in the time of David Jl, and 
had a French title. Ib. 
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1427 chiefs, had infifteJ upon receiving their fons, or neareft rela- 
tions, as hoftages ; and thus not only have Jiad pled;:cs for 
tlieir good beha\ iour, hut alfo an opportunity of con;ributing 
to civilize the highlands by befhnving on the future chiefs a 
proper education ; a conduct which might have paffed into a 
perpetual ndc. But in the choice of difficulties it is almoin 
iinpoffiblc to feize the exaft mean ; and if equity enforce the 
acknowledgement that James w'as apt to do too much, and 
too little, the peculiarities of the country, and of the time, 
muft come in for a (hare of the blame. 

' J“*y It was ordered in a parliament, held at Perth, that thofe 
burgefles who were fummoned to parliament, and were abfeut 
W'ithout lawful caufe, fhould be fined in ten pounds each ; that 
the lawfuits of Scotifh merchants in Zealand, Flanders, or 
other foreign countries, be decided in Scotland : and fevcral 
a 61 s appear for the puniffiment of murder and felony *. 

1428 The next year is diftinguiffied by a confiderable innovation 

Vlarch Scotifh conftitution. An adl of parliament palfed that 

the finall barons or freeholders, might difpjenfe with their 
attendance in the national council, upon appointing two com- 
miffioners from each (hire : thefe reprefentatives were to have 
the privilege of chufing the fpeaker of parliament; and the 
cxpencc of their attenda’icc was to be defrayed by thofe who 
July ^formerly owed that duty Another remarkable decree after- 
wards appeared, enjoining the fiicccflbrs and heirs of prelates 
and barons, to take an oath of fidelity to the queen * ; an in* 

♦ Afts, f. 15 — 17, In the original the date is 1426^ but errors in the nu- 
merals are not uncommon in the ilatutes, and it is acknowledged in the preface 
that the copyifts have often fallen into inidakes. The 22d year of the king, 
and tuefd^ty being the ift of July, monday thc'7(b, are circumftances which fix 
1427, the dominical letter being E. 

• Ibid. f. V. 17. • Ibid. f. 19. 
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dVitution probably pointing to her regency, in cafe of the king’s 1418 
demifc, and the immaturity of the prince. v— . 

Some trifling negotiations had takeii place in the preceding 
year with England, now governed by the duke of Gloceftcr 
and cardinal Beaufort; but James, ihough • indebted to that 
Jtingdom for an education excellent and truly royal, to which, 
and to the fchool of adverfity, he dwed the expanfion of his 
talents, had yet no realbn to be iatisfied with the generolity, 
or the friendfliip, of the Englilh court ’. The Scotifli mo- 
narch was therefore well inclined to follow the former tide of 
politics towards France, whofe king Charles VII was ftill in 
a moft reduced fituation, and nearly overwhelmed by the 
power of England and Burgundy. Refolved by every con- 
ceflion to procure the aid of Scotland, Charles diipatched the 
Archbifliop of Rheims, and John Stuart, Count de Dreux and 
Lord of Darnley % for that purpofe. In confequence of their 
inftrudions, the embafladors offered to conclude a contrad of 
marriage between Louis the Dauphin, afterwards Louis XI, 
and Margaret the cldeff daughter of Scotland, both then in- 
fants, upon condition, tliat James lhoul(^ . lend fix thoufand 
effedive men to the aflillance of Charles, being the only dower 
required. The princefs was neverthelefs provided in an in- 
come, and contingencies, as ample and honourable as had been 
ever granted, upon any royal marriage of France. Such terms 
could not be refuied ; and the contrad was figned and ratified. 

Nay, the two monarchs. mutually fwore to obferve the former*"' 

^ Rymcr, X, 376, erroneoully aferibes a commiinon of James IV to the 
bimop of l^oray, for a peifonal conference with Henry VII, to this year; 
mifiaking the 2 id of James IV, 1509, for the tid of James I, 1427. Aber- 
cromby, who eafily imileads and is ntifled, has fallen, II, 280 : Guthrie, III, 

3>5> is ufual liidicroufly wife upon the occafion, though themiftake had 
been deteded by Keith, ffilhops, 87. Henry VI was only fix years of age, 

* Aubigt^ was now in ab^ance ? • 

vojL. j. R alliances. 
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1^28 alliances, entered into between their kingdoms; and Charles 
■'■■''■^a/figned to the Scotifh king the county of Xaintonge, and Lord- 
ftup of Rochfort’. The fix thouland men were to be lent 
when the French fleet arrived to tranfmit them; but the ftate 
of affairs, which changed , in favour of Charles the following 
year, rendered the maid of Orleans an objed of greater atteiir 
tion ; to the iiKreafing profperity of France the aid was unne- 
ceflary, and was never feat, nor demanded; but as no infringe- 
ment could be charged, the treaty of marriage maintained its 
force, and feven years after was fvdly completed. 

1429 The government of England was rather alarmed at this 
new connexum between Scotland and France, and an interview 
was propofed between James and cardinal Beaufort : the king 
to Feb. was to be attended by a thoufand horie, and the cardinal ob- 
tained permiflion from the Englifh court to meet him either 
on the borders, or in Scotland’. Bot the interview was appa- 
rently not carried into effed, and was perhaps fotmd to be 
uameceflary, as the French alliance did not afkudly occafion 
any infringement of the ^ce. 

The Lord of the Hies, who had been- at laft fet at liberty, 
after many admo^iona and injun^ons of fidelity, fi>on in- 
dulged his revenge, by gathering his kwlefs bands, and burning 

* MS. Leagues Fiance. aad Scotbod, Hark 1144, Aibaoflo, figaed by James 
19 July, by Charles 29 Odl. 1428. Inilead of Xaintonge, the duchy of £erry 
was offered, ib. but neither was-a6tbally given, thodgh the former was after- 
wards claimed by our iBonarehs. Thefe deedbidro'Spipear in l)b Tillet’s-Retfoei!, 
Paris 1588, folio, with the oath of the Scotilh geecn, prelates, &c. to obferve the 
treaty, f. 138. 

In 14*7 (bme Scots wcre< itt Fiance, under Kennedy; and'afTilted La Hire 
in the noted relief of Montargb. Jean Ghartier, p. 495. 

• Rymer, X, 410. On the i Ilf Dec. 1428 a fafe condufl had been iffued to 
James, to meet the cardinal at Duiham or Newcaftic, ib. 403 ; but the king 
rejcdlod the propofal. Yetbe renewed the truce, I2'july 1429, ib. 428! 
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the town of Inverncfs. James, juftly enraged, coUe 61 ed an 1429 
army, aitd overtook the invader in a marlhy ground near^— v— ^ 
Lochaber ; where the freebooting lord was totally defeated. 23 June 
His force confifted of about ten thoufimd men, of whom two 
clans, Chatan and Cameron, on tlw %ht of the royal ftandard, 
acceded to tlte king *. The Lord of the Ifles, reduced to de- 
fpair, fent an cmbaifl^ to entreat peace ; which being refufed, 
he refolved to put himfelf entirely in the king’s mercy. For 
which purpic^ he came privately to Edinburgh, and on a 
folemn day, only attired in his ftirt and drawers, he before 27 Aug. 
the high altar of Holy Rood Church, upon his knees preiented 
his drawn fword to the king, in the prefence of the <)ueea and 
many nobles. His life was granted, in canfequence of his 
hiunble fubmiflion ; but he was committed to the caille of 
Tantallon, under tihe care of his nephew the earl of Angus; 
and his mother, the counted of Reds, to the ifland of Inch 
Cohn in the firth of Forth ’. 

A commercial league of cate hundred years was entered 
into between Scotland and Flanders*. The latter country 
had, in 1384, palled to the dommion of the houfe of Burgundy 
by marriage ; and this treaty was concluded with Philip III 
duke of Burgundy, who in 1 430 was to become alfo duke of 
Brabant, and in 1433 HoUand and Hainault; united 

principahties, which ranked him among the chief potentates 
of Europe. 

Several patriotic regulations were ifiued by the parliament 14^0 
concerning the forms of procedure; and a lumptuary law was Mwch 

* Bowar, 489, who adds that on the 20tli March following, 1430, the former 
clan furprized the latter in a diuich, and deftreyed almoft all its people. 

* Ibid. 490. 

■ “IW* alliance is referred to on its Benewal-in 1530. Harl. ms. 4^37, 

Vol. Ill, f. 16. 
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1 430 paffed, permitting no men to w€ar filk, or furs, except lonfe* 
and knights, and their cldeft Tons and heirs. The different 
fiirts of armdur, and arms, to be ufed by various ranks of 
perfons, were accurately prefcribed i and it was ordered that 
the fame laws fhould be obferved in relation to wrecked veflels, 
as were ufed in the countries to which they belonged: and tliat 
advocates fhuuld fwcar to their belief in the juftice of the caufe 
which they pleaded. AH Scotifhmen, who travel to England 
without the king’s leave, are declared traitors ; and, by a re- 
markable decree, all barons and lords, having lands on the 
weftem op the northern leas, particularly thofe oppofite to 
the i(lands,'are enjoined to furnilh a certain number of galleys, 
according to the terms of their tenures*. The want of a 
fleet, to keep the iflands in due lubordination, mufl have fug** 
gefled tills laft inftitution; the policy was laudable, and it 
muft be allowed that James attempted more than all his pre- 
deceflbrs to join the difeord^f* parts of his kingdom in firm 
and compadl union ; but this decree, Kke moft other Scotifh 
a»5ls of parliament, feems to have been carefully eluded. 

If. oa. 'The profperity of James was further advanced by bis be- 
coming the father of male-twins, one of whom^ James, was 
to afeend the throne upon the premature deatli of his father ? 
but Alexander, the firft-born, died in early infiuicy *. 

The truce with England being on the point of expiration, 
1 May was renewed for five years’.: and the wildom of the Scotifh 
monarch preferred to the vain glory of war his patriotic cares 
for the eflabllfhment of law and order in his dominions. For 

’ A£ls, f. V. 19— f. 22. • Bowar, 490. 

’ Rymir, X, 482 — 488. TTiis truce appears to kave been fettled at 'Edini- 
burgh in Dec. 1430. See the inftrudions, Feb. Vefp. F. VII, f. 43. On 
the 24th May 1430 Martin V granted to James, and others, an nbfoluti(||from 
the oaths taken in England, sis. Harl. 4637, Vol. Ill, f. 155. 
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Qnkn6wn caufes James ordered the Earl of Douglas, and Sir r 45 i 
John Kennedy, his own nephews by the maternal fide, to be 
imprifoned. Perhaps Douglas had been guilty of fomc private 
pra61ices with England; or the king wifhed to fecure the peace 
of the fouth of Scotland, while he was employed in quelling 
the northern infiirredions, by retaining Douglas its chief leader 
in captivity. Conjefhire wanders in liich enquiry ; but it is 
certain that Douglas ‘remained a prifpner till the end of Sep- 
tember this year ; when the king in a parliament, held, as 
ufual, at Perth, confented, at tlje requeft of the queen, nobles, 
and prelates, to deliver both Douglas and the lord of the Ifles *. 

Meanwhile, in fpite of all 'the endeavours of James, the 
highlands remained in a Aate of conftant rebellion and lavage 
anarchy. In Strathnavern Angus Duff, ^ and Angus Moray, 
both of them lately delivered from the imprifonment ordered 
at Invernels, met in conflifl with , twelve huiidred men upon 
either fide ; and lb fierce was the encounter that hardly nine of 
the whole were left alive Donald Balloch, a relation of the 
Lord of the Ides, kiided in Lochaber with a confiderable force ; 
and finding Alexander Stuart Earl of Mar, and Alan Stuart 
Earl of Caithnels, ftationed at Ipvqrloch^, to defend the weftern 
coaft, he attacked them, though leaders of a larger number, 
and put them to a .total rout. Alan, who was the fon of 
Walter Earl of Atliol, was (lain, with fixteen fquires of his 
own family, and many others : Alexander, and the remainder 
efcaped by flight.i Donald, confcious of the atrocity of his. 
ofience, took immediate refuge, in Ireland 

• Boxvar, 490. 

• Ibid. 491. Angus DufF was the chi«?f of the not(^ Mackajrs of Strath- 
iiavern, ib. 489. 

• Bowar, 491. -Boyce, f. 361, fables that James ordered three hundred of 
Donald s followers to be executed. 
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1431 Another fubfidy was attempted to be raifed this year, in 
'-“'border to llibdue the northern rebels; but with what fuccefs it 

was levied, is not apparent *. 

1432 After a (hort period, condemned to the filence of hifiary, 
but which probably paffed in quieting the commotions in the 
highlands, of which no further intelligence occurs during this 

1433 reign, the Icene of public affairs again opens. The Englifh 
govfcrnment, liifficiently alarmed at the declining ftate of their 
power in France, became more and more anxious to prevent 
the now impending completion of the marriage treaty between 
that kingdom and Scotland : and for this purpofe fent Lord 
Scrope to the court of James, with offers of great advantage. 
His propolals were a firm and perpetual peace, and the refti-. 
tutiou of Roxburgh and Berwick, and every portion of terri- 
tory which Scotland could juftly claim There is reafbn to 
beUeve that the Enghfc were finccre ; but the honour of the 
king and of the nation, and the mutual intereffs of France and 
Scotland, were motives momentous enough to caufe the re- 
je^Hon of even fiaperior terms. The difculfion of this affair 

0£l. etid)^ rather ludicroufly. A parliament being called at Perth, 
the propofitions were agitated before the king, in the Domi- 
nican Churoh ; and the nobles and prelates foemed to' accept 
the terms. Ikying that peace and liberty were the objefls of 
their chief defire. But the abbots of Scone and luchcolm, 
fitter affiffants at a monailic difpute than at a public delibera- 
tion, aflferted that the Scotifh kiijg could not treat of peace 
with England, becaufe of the confederacy with France, which 

* Ads, f. V. 22 , c. 146. See Appendix. Bowar, 482, forgets this tax, though 
he was again one of the auditors. 

* Bowar, 498. In Vefp. F. VII, f. 53, is a paper 23 July, (11 H 6, 1433,) 
being an anfwer to the credence of RouHc, the envoy of James, and promifing 
that lord Scrope Ihould foon be fent to promote peace. 
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had been exaniined by the univerfity of Paris, and confirmed 1 4.33 
by the Pope. Otlier objedhons were alfo ftarted ; and the ’“**•’**' 
day being wafted in difcuffion, it was agreed to refiime the 
fubjeft on the morrow, when John Fogo, abbot of Melrofe, 
alledged, on the other fide, that no perfbn could abide by the 
divine laws, who depended on the will of another; and that 
no king could lawfully fwear to another ftiat he would not 
make peace with a third, except by the confent of the fecond. 
Violent altercations among the clergy now arofe; the parlia- 
ment was transformed into a hall of ecfclfefiaftic dilputCs ; and 
as fuch difputes never decide any tiling, the members feparated 
without determination^ only the very w*artt of decifion left the 
alliance with France in full force; and the Englifh propofitionk 
were coufidered as rejedled. Llndoris, the inquifitor, called 
Fogo to account for his fentiments, as favouring of herely; 
and Fogo retorted by feveral epiftles, but tvas at laft fbreed to 
make concelfions ♦. This ftrange aftair calls to remembrance 
the latter hiftory of the Greek empire; when vehement chufeh- 
men ruined the national concerns by idle dilutes; and fb 
totally .ufelefs is learning out of its place, that a fenatC Of 
American lavages, exerting only their plain fenfe, would have 
difeufted fiich a fiitge^ with fkr more ability thah all the abbots 
in the world. To complete the abfiirdity, the Scotifh church- 
men gave out that the only intention of England had been to 
excite fehifins and hefefies in Scotland * ; as if the very idea 
of fuch imbecility could fall witifin the conception of an^ 
political mind. 

The clergy had, in the preceding part of this year, exerted 
their power in a manner yet more blameable.. Paul Crawar 

* Bowaf, the abbot of Inch Colm, 4.99, 500. 

* Ibid. 499. A fetter of James to the Council of Bafle, Aug. 1433, 
in Marlene’s Anecdota, Paris 1729, folio, Tom. VIII, p. 615. 
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1 433 a German, and a follower of Hufs, having come from Prague 
to Scotland, where he exercifed medicine, was called to ac- 
count for his opinions by Lindoris the inquifitor, condemned, 
and burnt at St. Andrews 

1 434 James proceeded in his fchemes of humbling his nobility, 

fchemes too great for his powers of execution The earjs 
of March had been long remarkable for their dubious fidelity 
to Scotland, and repeated ingratitude to its fovereigns : nor 
was the memory of the late revolt, and the mifehiefs M'hich 
it had produced in the preceding reign, eafily to be extinguiflied. 
I^laving therefore quelled the Hies and highlands, w hich, as 
the moft important office, engaged his firfl: cares, the king re- 
folved to complete his own power, and that of his kingdom» 
by removing the family of March from a territory which had 
been the free gift of a Scotifh king to an Englilh exile, and 
by placing that houfe in a more northern and fecure part of 
Scotland. In purfuance of this juft and prudent plan, James 
ordered the earl of March to be confined in the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, and took pofleffion of the fortrels of Dunbar, the chief 
feat of the family *. . •» 

>435 ^ parliament being liimmoned, two clergymen, and feven 

10 Jan. commons, were appointed to hear and report all caufes during 

• Bowar, 495. 

’ On the ift Feb. appear in(lru£tions to lord Fitzhugh, concerning the re- 
drefs demanded by James for fome Scotilh fliips taken at fea. Vefp. F. VII, 
f. 57, original flgned by the.Engliih council. Of the 7th Feb. ib. f. 58, is a 
credence to Mr. Stephen Wilton, envoy to James. As to the propofed mar- 
riage between Henry VI, (now eleven years of age,) and a daughter of James, 
it had often 'been deliberated ; but the council hefitated, and referred it to Henry’s 
kindred ; fo a great council was to meet at Eafter in London, and their opinion 
Ihould be remitted to James. Dragon purfuivant had lately been fent to Scot- 
land concerning the march infi^^ons. His in(lni£IioB8 occur, ib. f. 49. 

• Bowar, 500. 
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thefeffion’; an inftitution not explained, but apparently in- 1435 
tended for expediting this particular bufinefs, and quite diftindl ' 
from the committee of lords of the articles, who are known 
as early as the reign of David II. The king’s advocates 
alledged that the father of March having engaged in open re- 
bellion againft the kingdom, it was not in the power of Robert 
duke of Albany the regent, to pardon him, a privilege belong- 
ing to the crown only ; but that the eftates were forfeited : 
and that, by the laws of Scotland, all alienations of crown- 
lands, to which defeription the forfeited eftates of March be- 
longed, were void, when made during the minority, or cap- 
tivity, of the l()vereign. After a long debate the parliament 
decreed by the mouth of David Dempfter the fpeaker, that 
the eftates of March were forfeited, and remained a part of 
the royal property The king completed his defign, by im- 
mediately granting to March the earldom of Buchan, which 
had feme time before reverted to the crown *. The only 
other aft of this parliament engages all the members to give 
written promifes of fidelity to the queen • : and it feems that 
James was not unaware that his public Ipirited meaftires laid 
him open to attempts of private revenge : a lulpicion, alas, 
too foon to be verified. 

A confiderable property accrued to the crown, by the death 
of Alexander earl of Mar, a perlbnage repeatedly mentioned 
before. This nobleman had debafed his youth by bad aftions; 
but, in the latter part of his life, had acquired ixo -Imall repu- • 
tation in foreign wars. Being a natural fbn of Alexander, 
the fourth fon of Robert II, his eftates and effefts, as provided 

* Abercromby, II, 292, gives their names. ’ Ibid. A 6 ts, f. v. 23. 

* Bowar, 500. The earl of BuChan, killed at Vcrncuil 1424, left only a 
daughter. Stewart’s Gen. 1 15. 

* A£ls, f. 24. 
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*-4^5 by the- oI 4 Sc0tifK. laws cctncemiiig baftardy, fell to the king*. 
'therQ may bft a furnaize that Walter earl of Athole, only 
farviying uncle of the king* being allb uncle of Mar, who 
liOftv no furvivitig ifllie % had entertained ambitioiis hopes of 
adding th^ contiguous earldom to his own, and that of Stra- 
thcrn,, which the king had beftowedon him eight years before; 
and that bis. diiappointnaent was ojoc iacentive- to. the atrocious^ 
mucder of his nephew and fisvercign, if he really was; con- 
cerned iui that crime. 

An infringement o£ the truce, happened on the part of 
England* Sk: R<^rt Ogle yomjger, in fupport of one of 
10 Sept, tho rebels againlblames,^ entered Scotland with a confiderable 
force, and ravaged the. eonntry about Hakoa and Paxton. 
After a. coidUi^ in wbieh about forty were flain. Ogle, was 
defeated*, and made, prilbuer with moll of his followers, by 
William earl of Angus* UepburoL of Hailes, and Rumfay of 
joSept. Oo^houfic* fames, w.aijgcdy'iemoniih'atcd to. the Englilh court 
againll tins wanton: infta^Uon*. 

1 436 The dajipbin of France having now attained his thirteentli, 
yeafi* aiid(ti»:Scotilh paa<wfs her twelft^^^^ it was relblved to 
complete the; marriag^. Two/ French envoys arrived, to be- 
troth the bride ; and Ihe \yas lent to Franec aCtciidad by a fmall, 
fleet, and an^ honourable train* of which; the chief perlbnstwerc 
William Sinclair earl of Qj^sney the admiral,, and John bilhep of 
Brechin> The others amountedto fiKteeivknights.and fquircs* 
and a hund^d and forty, ’young.genllemeni: they wene guarded 

♦ Bow^:vr, 500^ 

* Mar’s foil 'rhomas died before hU father. Sutherland Cafe, ch. V, p. 48. 

• Bowar, 500, fays Ogle was defeated at Piperden. The date is afeertained 
by the corrcfporulence of James and Henry on. the fubjefl, mentioned in the 
long inftriidlions of the £ngU(h council for redrefs, Vefp. F. VII, f, 48, dated 
$ Feb. regni 14= 1436. I'his idK)ad is ludicroufly magnified by our hillorians, 

by 



JAMES 1 . 


by a thoufand armed mem, ia three galley:;, and fix barges. 1436 
Tlie Englilh government, irritated at the rejetliou of their '— "v—i 
propolals, fent out a fleet of one hundred and eighty veflels, 
to intercept the priiKcfs ; and they awaited her appearance in 
the channel. 'Meantime a number of Flc^ifh merchant fliips 
appeared, loaded with wine from Rochelle, which were cap- 
tured by the Englifli, but aSpanifli fleet luddenly approaching 
recaptured tlte pri?ses. During thefe conttefls, the royal bride 
arrived fafe at Rochelle, being ftiroed to reach that part of Mjy 
France, as the EngliHi and theftr allies podTefled the north: 
and a difpenfation of age being granwed by the archbifhop of 13 June 
T ours as diocclan, the marriage was {oon after iiblemnized. 6 July 
'fhough James was, by the feudal law, entitled to a fubfidy 
from his people upon this occaflon, yet he haddifeovored from 
experience their inability, «r 4kmctin^bn, to pay any tax ; 
and he was contented with the contributions of the principal 
laity and clergy, which were not a liClSe liberal 

The unhappy bride had paflfed to a huiband of famed ma- 
lignity ; and not all her prudence, her wit, her love of learn- 
ing, her tafte for poetry, her affability, could fave her from 
the pangs of domeftic diflrrels. After an unfrmtful marriage 
of nine years, her extreme delicacy of miadeaufedher to fell 
a facrifice to a vague word of a villainous courtier'* 

Enraged at the manifetthoftilityeommilfed by the Englifh, 
in the attempt to iirtercept hh daughter, the delay of redrefs 
for the incurfion of the former year ; and probably defirous of 

r Bowar, 485, 482. A minute account of her reception in France and 
marriage, may be feen in the Hift. de Charles VII, par jean Chattier, edit. 

Louvre 1661, fol. p. The difpenfattons, and other papers relating to the 
marriage, may be found in the curious biflory of Louis XI by Duclos, Haye, 

1750, 8vo. I'ome IIL p. 4 — 15, 

• Sec the notes on the year 1445* 
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1436 preventing any machinations of his nobility, in confequcnce 
“''•^of his vigorous meafurcs, James refolved upon a war with 
England : a ftep to which he might alfo have been induced by 
his treaties with France, now completed by the marriage of 
the dauphin ajid Margaret. He fummoned the whole array 
of his kingdom, computed at nearly two hundred thoufand 
men, mounted on fmall horfes, but not entitled to the appel- 
lation of cavalry, and yet a greater number of rude infantry^ 
and loofe attendants on the army. With this unwieldy force 
»Aiig. he befieged Roxburgh; and after wafting fifteen days, and 
almoft all the miffive arms of the kingdom, he was forced to 
abandon the fiege, and return inglorious’. Stich is the ac- 
count of our monaftic hiftorian, whofe conftant warmth in 
the praife of James, juftifies his candour. Latter writers, 
upon no authority^ fay that the king difmifled his army be- 
caule he heard of a confpiracy, which would have been the 
beft realbn for retaining it. The real caufe feems to have 
been that James found that he was conluming his own king- 
dom by fo numerous an hoft, and could not difmifs a parti 
without an afiront; or that the fpirit of the nobles, Ihewn 
under his fucceflbrs, began to operate in a contempt of the 
regal authority, and in the lacrifice of their country to their 
refentments. 

oa. The laft parliair^nt of James I met at Edinbugh. It was de- 

creed that jurymen ihouldfwear thatthey had received no bribes: 

• Bowar, 502. He eftimates the force at 400,000 ! But inglorii remea- 
runt." The affair is Hngular, and rather obfeure. Harding, c. 229, 230, fays 
that the connexion of James tvith Burgundy led him to this invafion, and that 
he fled on Northumberland’s advancing with 80,000 men. Tlie nobles pro-, 
bably flicwcd their difeontent by diflenfion, as in the reigns of James III, and V* 
Burgundy had abandoned the Ehglifli intereft in 1435, and James was in ftrift 
alliance with him* 
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that trelpaflbrs may be accufed at the king’s mftance, though 14.36 
no private profecutor appear : that, to fecure the importation v-^ 
of bullion, merchants (hould bring three ounces of bulliou for 
every fack of wool exported, and a fimilar rate for hycles, aud 
Hamburgh barrels : that no perfons be permitted to remain in 
taverns after nine o’clock at night : tljat no Englilh goods be 
brought into Scotland, and that no Englifli man import fuch 
except by fpecial permilfion: that no Scotilhman fell falmon 
to the Englifh, except the latter have fafe condudl and pay 
Englifh gold : that no Scotifhman buy wine of certain Flemings 
in Scotland ; that no perlbn be permitted to remove gold, filver, 
or jewels, out of Scotland'.. The commercial regulations 
feem' more calculated to fetter, than to encourage, trade ; but 
it was long before the real fpirit of commerce was underftood,. 
even in more, enlightened countries. 

The cruel terminating feene of the life of James approaches. 1437 
A very minute, and interelling, account of this melancholy 
tranlaftion is contained in a manufeript of the period, hitherto 
unknown to our hiftorians, and which fhall be here followed ‘ ; 
aud it is hoped that the fingularity, and importance, of the 
feene will afford a fufficient excufe for a degree of prolixity. 

Sir Robert Graham uncle of the earl of Strathern, , after- 
wards of Menteith, had been imprifbned in 1425,. as is above 
mentioned, but the caule is unknown. Two years afterwards 
James had refiimed the earldom of Strathern, upon pretext, 
as feems, that it was confined to heirs male ; and had given it 
to his uncle Walter earl of Athole for his life : afligning, in 
recompence, that of Menteith to Malis Graham, the former 

• A&s, f. 24, 25. 

* This memoir is printed in the appendix, and is not only extremely curious 
and important in itfelf, but as it prefents a fpecimen of the Englifh language 
between the time of Chaucer and that of Portefeue. 
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1437 earl of Strathem Robert Graham may have been difcnn- 
tented at this exchange of his nephew’s dignity ; dbut it is not 
ealy to conceive that his wrath upon this account could have 
excited him to the murder of his Ibvereign, and far lefsthat he 
could have wifhed to ferve the ambition of Athole, to whom 
his nephew’s former earldom had palfed. The art of this man 
feems to have equalled his audacity ; and he muH have in- 
ftigated Athole, now approaching, if not exceeding, his 
feventieth year *, to this conlpiracy by ambitious views, only 
fit to captivate 'the dotage of age, or inexperience of youth, 
and incited by cGraham Ibloly to promote his own defperate 
revenge. This idea is favoured by the following narration, 
which alfo explains the violent caufes which inflamed this 
aflaflin: but it would he neither a matter of paradox, nor blame, 
to infer that Athole, and his flimily, were really iiuiooeut; and 
that they were accufed hy Graham to gratify his auimofity, be- 
cauie Athole held his nephew’s eftates andflignity. It (hall only 
be further premifed that^lir Robert Stuart, grandfbn of Athole, 
on whom the confpirators pretended to beftow the crown, was 
the ion of David, eldefl; fon of thaCt earl, left an hoflage in 
England for James, ever fmee his arrival in his kingdom ; and 
who apparently died there either before this period, or foon 
after. 

According to this ancient relation, James had diicontented 
his nobles by his vigorous procedure againfl; tlicm ; and they 
aflferted that his avarice of confiicated eflates, and not his 
juftice, induced him to luch actions. The people were alfo 
difpleafed becaufo of the -fobfidies impofed, to which they had 

* See the Sutherland Cafe by Sir D. Da’rymple, ch. v. p. 56, 57., from the 
original charters. 

* Walter carl of Athole and Strathern, the fecond fon of Robert 11 by Eu- 
phcinia Rofs, mutl have been -bom about 1367 at the lateft. 

long 
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long been ftrangers ; and' were even inclined to pronounce his 1 4 7 
government tyrannic. In this pofture of affairs, and probably ' 
in the year i4‘34» after March had been confined j and his 
effates feized. Sir Robert Graham, now delivered from his 
firft imprifonment, and irritated by that difgrace, propofed, in 
a. meeting of the lords and chief men, that he would reprefent 
their grievances to the king, if they would fupport him. As 
he was eloquent, and verfed in the laws, they willingly af- 
fented. Accordingly, in the next parliament, or that held for 
the forfeiture of March in January 1435, Gtaham’s violence 
led him to exceed his commiffion; for he role with an enraged 
countenance, and approaching the royal feat, laid his hand on 
the king, faying,, “ I arreft you in the name of all the three 
effates of your realm, here affembled in parliament ; for, as 
your people have fworn to obey you, fo are you'coilffrained by 
an eqxial oath- to govern by law, and not to wrong your fubjefts, 
but in juffice to maintain and defend themi” Then turning 
around, he exclaimed, “ Is it not thus as I fay ?” But the mem- 
bers, ffruck with conffemation at Graham’s ralhnels, remained 
in profound filence : and the king inffantly ordered the auda- 
cious cenlbr to prifon, to which- he was conveyed, after a 
fevere farcafin on the mcanneff of Ipirit, Ihewn by thofe who 
had promifed to fupport him. Soon after Graham was ordered 
into banilhmentj and all his- pofleflions forfeited to the king. 

The bold! and gloomy exile- retired' into the ftirtheff highi- 
lands, meditating revenge r and he had even the audacity 
formally tOTenounce his- allegiance, and' to fend a- defiance to 
the king in writing, aflerting that James had ruined him, his 
wife, and children, and pofleflions, by his cruel tyranny ; and 
that he Ihould- kill his fovereign with his own hand, if occafion 
offered Upon this a proclamation was made, promifing three 
thoufand demies of gold, each worth half an Englilh noble, 

to 
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14^7 to any perlon who fhould bring in Graham dead or alive. 

’ Meantime that ardent Ipirit was employed in digefting his 
fchcme, and he fcnt meflages to feveral of the members of par- 
liament, during its (eflion in Oflober 1436, offering to aflaf' 
finatc the king, and beftow the crown on Sir Robert Stuart, 
Athole’s grandlbn, nephew and favorite of James. 

'rhc court held the feftival of Chriftmas at Perth ; and the 
contemporary narrative details fome popular ftories concerning 
omens, which happened to James. The worft omen was liis 
\'igorous adminiffration, which had created many enemies ; 
among whom the conl'piracy fpread, like a fire among com- 
buftible materials, and had even reached the moft intimate 
atteivdants of the palace, without exciting any fitfpicion. 
Thrice did Chriftophcr Chambers, one of the traitors, and 
who liad been a (quire of the duke of Albany, approach the 
royal prefence, to dlfclole the plot ; and as often did he fail, 
from accident, or from a miftaken fenle of honour, or pity to 
his aflbciates. 

20 Fib. At length the confpiracy being fully ripened, a night was 
fixed for its execution ; being that of the lecond wednefday in 
lent, according to Monftrelet, or the twenty feventh day of 
February in the year one thoufand four hundred and thirty- 
feven; but that of the firfl; wednefday in lent, between the 
twentieth and twenty firfl: day of that month, by the account 
of Bowar, w'hich deferves the preference The earl of 

* Monftrelet, II, f. 98, edit. 1518; Bowar, 503. In 1437 lent began on 
the 17111 Feb. In 1438 on the 2 d March. Another argument, if neceflary, to 
enforce the learned Ruddiman's reply to Abercromby, who, with his ufual igno- 
rance of chronology, dates this event in 1438. The chartulary of Glafgow, 
Harl. 4631, has Obitus Jacobi primi Regis Scotorum, vigefimo die Februarii, 
A. D. Millefimo Qtiadringentenmo, Trigefimo Sexto.” The chronicle at the 
end of Winton crroncoufty bears, faftrm ene, or Ihrove-tuefday. 
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Athole, and Sir Robert Stuart, were at the court that cx cniiig, i 
which was pafled before fupper, and after to a late hour, iti'^ 
. the amufements of the thric, in playing at chefs and tables, 
reading romances, fmgirig and muftc. An Irifli or highland 
woman, pretending to’tnagic, who had long before given the 
king a hint of the plot, and had only frtet withf laughter, again 
came to unfold it ; but was referred tSl the morrow, as the 
king was bufy at pky. An hour after, James called for the 
parting cup ; and he and the company drank, and withdrew. 
Sir Robert Stuart, private chamberlain to the king, and hiS 
chief favourite, is acCufed of ^iiilig the locks of the royal 
cliambcrs, to prevent their being foiit, and even of layiiig 
boards acrols a deep ditch, that environed the garden of the 
Dominican monaflery at Perth, where Jamtis was now lodged, 
in order to enable the confpirators to pals : but thefe offices 
feem to belong to meaner auociates, and the guilt of Athole 
and his grandlbn is doubtful. After midnight, Graham with 
about three hundred perfbus, mbftly railed in the highlands as 
may be inferred, entered the garden. _ The king was now in 
his bed-chartiber, ftanding before ^the fire, only drefled in his 
night-gown, ani.converfing gayly with the queen and her 
ladies, when, jult as he threw off his nighit-gdwn to go to 
bed, he heard a great noife, as of men in armour, crouding 
and claf];iing together, and perceived a blaze of torches. Suf- 
picions of treafon inffantly arifing, the queen and ladies ran 
to the chamber-door, but could not kffen it, the locks being 
Ipoiled : and the king requeftihg them, if poffible, to keep the 
door fhut, attempted to efcape by the windows, but found 
them clofely barred with iron. Perceiving no other refuge* 
he with the lire-tongs land an exertion of ftrength, tore up a 
board of the cliaraber-floor, and letting himfelf down dropped 
the board above him. He was now in one of thefe incom- 
voL. I. T modiou^ 
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modious neceflaries, ufual in old edifices ; but Hill could not 
efcape outward, for, by a fad fatality, a fquare aperture in 
the place had been filled with Hone, only three days before, . 
by the king’s' command, becaufe the balls were apt to enter 
it, when he played at tennis. Neverthelefe he might here have 
remained lafe, had not his own impatience betrayed him. 

Meanwhile the traitors burft open the chamber-door, and 
feveral qf the ladies were hurt ; particularly, as our hiftoriaus 
lay, Catherine Douglas, who, with a fpirit worthy of her 
name, had her arm broken, by thrufting it into the ftaple 
inllcad of a bar. The ladies Ihricking with horror, fled to 
the furtheft corner of the room ; but the queen was fo ex- 
tremely agitated that Ihe Hood without power of Ipeech, or 
motion, and a villain balely wounded, and would have flain, 
her, had not a Ion of Graham interfered, laying, “ What will 
will you do, for lhame of yourfelf, to the queen ? She is but 
a woman. Let us go and leek the king.” The queen was 
then permitted to withdraw ; while the ladies remained loft in 
tears, and confterhation. 

The traitors Ibught the king .in every part of the chamber, 
and another adjoining, without lucceft. Moft of them had 
gone to extent their fearch, and a temporal quiet fucceeded, 
when the king moft unhappily, after having heard nn noile 
for fome time, and thinking that the confpirators were gone, 
called to the ladies to bring Iheets, aiKl draw him up from his 
uncomfortable concealment. In the attempt Elizabeth Douglas 
fell down into the place, and Chambers, one of the affaflins, 
entering with a torch, perceived the king and the lady, and 
called to his fellows, with favage merriment; “ Sirs, the- 
bride is found, for whom we have fought, and caroled alt 
night.” LTpon this, another traitor, Sir John Hall, leaped 
down with a dagger in his hand ; but the king feized him'be- 

. hiad. 
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hind, and threw him under his feet. Hall’s brother met witli 1437 
the fame chance ; yet the king in vain tried to wreft a dagger'*"*'^ 
from either, and only wounded his hands, and rendered him- 
felf incapable of further defence. Graham himfelf now en- 
tered the king’s retreat, who requefted his mercy; but Graham 
exclaimed, “ Thou cruel tyrant, thou never hadft mercy upon 
thy noble kindred, nor others, ib expedl none.” James laid, 

“ I beleech thee that, for my Ibul’s falvation, th^ wilt let 
me have a confeflof.” But Gtaham retorted, “ Thou (halt 
have no confeflbr but this fword and Aabbed the king, who 
in vain cried for mercy, and offered half his kingdom for his 
life. The alfainn, fomewhat relenting, was about to with- 
draw, when his comrades above delired him to complete their 
Intention, elfe he Ihould himfelf encounter death at their 
l\ands. Graham, and the two Halls, then accomplifhed the 
horrid deed by multiplied wounds. 

Thus perilhed James I in the forty-fourth year of his age, 
and the thirty -firft of his nominal reign, but only the thirteenth 
of his aftive authority. 

Not fatiated with the murder of their monarch, the alTallins 
Ibught the queen, fearing her revenge ; but Ihe had now 
efeaped. The rumour at length reaching the outer court, 
where the fervants were lodged, and thence the town itfelf, 
numbers approached with arms ^nd torches, upon which tlic 
conlpirators hafeily withdrew. Sir D^vid Dunbar, arriving 
alone, attacked them, flew one, and wounded another,. but 
was overpowered and left dilabled. Straiton, a page, was 
flail! : and the band made good their retreat to flie highlands, 
only regreting that the queen had been faved, whole vengeance 
they dteaded. Nor without caufe ; for, in lefs than a month* 
afl the chief afiors were in jail. 

r » 
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1437 The firft taken were Sir Robert Stuart, and Chriftopher 
Lr-v-w Chambers ; who were executed with cruel tortures at Edin- 
burgh, and the former’s confedion of guilt may have been 
forced from his pangs. Atholc was taken by Angus, tried 
31 Mar. and condemned j but Eader approaching, the crofs, upon 
which his grandlbn had been tormented, was taken down, as 
unbecoming that iblemitity; and he was fattened to a pillar, 
with a p^er crown upon his head, thrice inferibed with the 
term Trinar. Antony bifliop: of Urbino, the papal legate in 
Scotland, heard the c<aifeffions ojf Stuart, and Athole*. The 
latter alferted his innocence; but faid tlut his grandfon had 
propoled'the confpiracy, from which he had difluaded him, 
and uuderttood that he had fucceeded. It might be laid that 
Stuart having been forced torture to coiifefs guilt, Atholc 
was' of courfe obliged to accord witli Im grandfon’s tettimony ; 

' Eneas Sylvius is fubllUuted for the blfoop of Urbino by HciElor Boyce, tlie 
grandfather of all onr hiftorical. errors ; and the miilakc is rcligioully maintained 
by all our hiflorians. Eneas Sylvius, afterwards pope Pius II, vilitcd Scotland, 
before the duke of Burgundy left the Englifli party in Aug.. 1435. Comment, 
p. 4. ' And in the year that Alfonfo of Arragon was captured by thcOenoefe— 
1435: ib. He returned in the lame year to France: and in 1436 another 
legate was fent, namely Antony de Santo Vito, bifliop of Urbino. Ughelii 
Italia Sacra, (Venice 1717, 10 vols. folio) II, 792. His paffport occurs in 
Hymer, X, 660, and is dated 22 Noy. t 43 ^* Ughelli’s account runs thils: 
“ Sexto autem Idus Quintilin proximo infequentis, [1436,3 pro refUtuenda 
ccclcflaflica difoiplina,. aliifqMe.longi; gravjflimis componendis rebus, in Sco- 
tiam, ad Jacobum regem, cum'amplilfim^pksrnendi poteflate abcodem pontilicc 
[Eugenio IV] legatus ell. Difficillimis Scotiae xebus inopinato Jacobi regis 
nece magis magifquc perturbatis, ad Anglorum regem, See. dirigitur.” Antony 
de Santo Vito proceeded to thq council bf BsUil on his return ; and was after- 
wards dillinguilhed by his enibaflies to Geijmmy, Fiance, and Spain. 

In narrating the murder of James I, Jean Chartier, p. 95, fays that the 
perpetrators were chiefly fervants of Albany, and other lords flain by James, 
who was a brave and jull prince, and well beloved by his people. 
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for it is difficult to conceive that Stuart could have*be®i guilty 1437 
of fuch black ingratitude to his beneficent Ibvercign, and of 
fuch a total facrifice of common prudence, as to engage in 
this conlpiracy, from which to expedl the diadem muft have 
been the infatuation of frenzy. But .Graham’s art may have 
pradifed upon his youth, and weaki\cfs, to this degree; and 
the evidence of his guilt at laft rather preponderates. As to 
Athole, his hoary head might well have been laved : the laws 
concerning mifprifion of treafon are moft fevere, calling for a 
facrifice of kindred, of friendfhip, and of human nature : his 
grandfon’s fcheme he feems to have regarded ^ too wild for 
any man of common underflanding to attempt ; and was he, 
for what he expedited to pafs as idle difeourfe, to proclaim his 
grandfon a madman, or a trtiitor, and to ruin Ws pofterity? 

But to leave this difeuffion, the agOd carl was beheaded at 
Edinburgh ; and his head was fixed upon a (pear, giicircled with 
a crown of iron.. . 

Graham, and many others of the traitors,, were tortured,, 
and put to deadi, at Stirling. The daring chief of the aflaffim 
had the infblence to plead that, having renounced his allegi- 
ance under his hatfd and feal, he had a right to kill the king, 
as his mortal ei^emy : nay he addreiTed his judges, and the 
fpeiSlators, aflbring them that they fhould foon pray for his 
foul, as one to whom they were indebted for their deliverance 
from a tyrant. Nor was his courage lefs than his dark fana- 
ticifm of vengeance, as. app<ill^ from the fpirit with which 
he bore his, horrid torments. Some of the aflbeiates aflerted 
that they knew not even the nature of the conlpiracy, but Ijad 
been prevailed on to join the party, upon pretence that the in- 
tention was only to carry off a young lady of th? court, whom 
Sir Robert Stuart was to marry ; a circumftance apparently 
alluded to in, the expreffious of Cliambers abovementioned. 

The 
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The fon of’ Graham, Thomas Hall, and Chambers, arc parti- 
cularly mentioned among the victims ; and the latter would 
cxprels no repentance for the king’s death. This full and 
minute relation is given, not only as prefenting all the circum- 
(lances of an important event, but as it ferves to correft fomc 
millakes of former writers. 

James left only one fon, his fucceffor ; but his female ifliie 
confifted of not left than five daughters ; Margaret married to 
the Dauphin; Ifabel to Francis duke of Bretagne; Eleanor 
to Sigifmund archduke of Auftria ; Mary to the count de 
Boucquan, lori of the lord of Campvere ; Jean to the earl of 
Angus, and afterwards to the carl of Morton 

' Crawford Stuarts, 36. Stewarts Gen. 65. The marriage of Margaret is 
above narrated. For Ifabel, (and her portrait,) fee Lobineau Hill, dc Bretagne, 
f, 621. For Eleonora, De Roo Ann. Auft. 399. 

Mary’s dcifiny was more obfeure ; but from Coucy, p. 574., flie appears to 
have been wedded before 1449 ; and her hufband was only a Jeigneur. Olivier 
dc la Marche, the contemporary Burgundian, in his curious memoirs gives Tome 
^tices concerning her. He fays “ lut feigneur dc la Vere, un mout puilTant et 
notable chevalier Zclandois, du nom et des armes de Bourfelle, ct qui, par fa 
grande conduite et renomm^e par la mer, avok cu la fil^ du Roy d’Efcoce, foeur 
germainc dc Madame la Dauphine, dont cy-defliis eft fal^e mention ; et I’avoit 
mariee a fon fils le Comte dc Boucquam.” p. 263, 264. ^d p. 332, ed. Gand, 
1566, 4to, be mentions that the countefs of Boucquan \jic) daughter of Scot- 
land was delivered of a fon at Vere in Zealand, and the count of Charolois, fon 
of Burgundy, went to Vereon the occafion. A. D. 1451. Jean is known in 
Scotilh peerages. See the years 1453, iMl' “ fufpcdled that the prlncefs 

Jean, wedded to 'Huntley about 1470, wS a daughur of James 11 ; perhaps of 
the queen of James I, by her fecond marriage. Yet a genealogy^if 1484, ms. 
Harl. 712, thus arranges the daughters^ 1 . Dauphinefs. 2. DueWs of Bretagne. 
3. Johanna to Huntley. 4. Eleonora, Auftria. 5. Maria dmina Kamfer. 
6. AnnabcUa to Morton. 
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A RETROSPECT OF THE STATE OF SCOTLAND, 
• DURING THE REIGNS OF ROBERT II, AND III, 
AND JAMES I. 


Se&. i. State of the people^ and of civilization — 2. Government^ 
lawSf tallies — 3. Agriculture ^ vfrftl arts — 4. Commerce, 
money, navigation — ^.Ecclefajiic hifory, literature, language 
~6. Ornamental arts, manners, drefs. 


SECTION I. 

State of the peoftle, and of civilization, 

■TXTHETHER education, climate, or government, pro- 1371— 
▼ » duce raoft|pfFe 6 I on national charader, is an impor- 143 7 
tant problem, difculTed by many able writers, but hitherto not 
lufficiently rclblved. It muft^owever be granted by all, that 
each has its fhare in exciting or depreiiing mental energy, in 
eftablilhing general induftry or indolence;, in promoting public 
happinefs or mifery. But of thefe grand caufes education 
feems defervedly to claim the preeminence. To deny the 
power of climate, would be to forget that man is “ fubjeft to 
the Ikycy influences;” yet his induftry, or care, may gene- 
rally 
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1^71 — rally overcome or elude its efFccls: and foil is almoA: equally 
1+37 fubfervient to labour. Government exerts a more pervading 
influence ; even, the peafant in his cottage is opprefled by the 
burning heat of defpotifm, or the blafting ftorms of anarchy. 
'The rewards of his labour ccafe amid the general diftrefs 
caprice of fome little tyrant, for flaves are ever tyraiits wher,e 
they can, or the revenge of a foe, may aflail hb hovel-; and 
while his family perifhes in penury, the labourer j^s the 
mountain robbers, and falls the vi£lim of thole 
uflbrded him no proteftion. Even moderate government 
ufFefl domeflic life, and individuals, ”*more than is commonly 
conceived ; a w^, a tax,, an unwife law, becomes an univerfal 
misfortune ; while the benignity, and fltill, of the rulers 
large the happinefs of aU. The influence, Iflce that of th» 
eledlric elementi, is rarely unveiled to the popular eye, though 
the fubtile Iluid :Operate moft widely on the public .health. 

In the oriental legiflations the connexion between laws and 
manners is often indiifoluble : and the laws become perpetual, 
by being grafted on the ^habits of that creature of habit, man. 
In Europe, on the contrary, the^aws and manners are pro- 
verbially diflinfl. Jurifdidlion puniflies crimes, but.< »»d w lS' fds 
not virtues ; far lefs can it improve domefliic morals, or dif-*^^ 
fu(e the light of inflruflion over a benighted nation. Thcfe 
are the iacred provinces of education, a ca^ of national cha- 
rafter more prevalent than either of the former, as it 
the very rOot of offence,^ and fows lafting feeds of intelligence 
and worth. 

But education, on the extenfive fcale here implied, remains 
an experiment even to the moft civilized nations; and its 
efFe 6 fe muft neither be regarded as fpeedy, nor infinite. Even 
infants dilplay, Ibme a perverfe, others a placid difpofition ; 
and it is doubtful whether any care or art can eradicate, or 

fubdue, 
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fubdue, the inlxjrn temper. If the bad habits of an individual 1371 — 
prove often unconquerable by reafon or virtue, how deeply *437 
muft fnch habits be rooted in a whole people, where example 
operates like a contagion ? 

I leiice it is that the fpirit, and manners, of the people 


yught toT'prefcnt the main 6bje£l of political dilculTion on any 


p^jgl^^lar Rate, and the more efpecially where government and 
education have little force. In whatever form of adminiftra- 


tion, only a part can ftiine upon the public theatre, and thus 
attra<R the notice of hiftory. The mafs of the nation remains 
in obfcurity„;: even in enlightened ages; and philofbphy can 
only eftimate its hiftory by that of its manners, for which the 
beft materials are to be* found, not in the pages of the annalift, 
‘hut in poems, novels, and romances. Barren however as are 
j^e annals of the poor, their ftate may always be juftly efti- 
miated by that of the adors, who vaunt and vanifh in the 
hiftoric feene ; dnd from the progrefs of nations, as favage, 
baiibarous, or civilized. The monkifti page prefents but a 
fmall pulle, yet from it the health, or ficknefe, of the whole 
body may be gathered with confiderable certainty. 

In Scotland, at the period now under review, the people 
were flowly advancing from barbarifm towards civilization. 
A pe^ce of fome duration had taken place before the acceffion' 
of the houfe of Stuart; and the confequent intercourle with 
England, a country then rapidly progrefliye in the arts of life, 
muft have increaled the national, energy. Yet the feudal fet- 
ters continued to be firmly rivetted ; every man was the Ibldier, 
or the iriKial attendant of his chief; and flocks, herds, agri- 
culture aflbrded only fiiblervient occupations. While the tingle 
fcicnce of the great was war, their foie amulement hunting, 
their chief magnificence a numerous train, it is no wonder that, 
the poor were ferocious and idle, lecure during health of a main- 
* .v<iL. I. u tenance 
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1371 — tenance from their lords, and in ficknels of monaftic charity« 
1437 Courage, honefty, franknels, attacliment to thw chiefs* co»- 
ftituted the chief virtues of the peafantry ; temperance, and ^ 
{bbriety were the virtues of the foil : fpirituotts liquors, that 
banc of the poor, were as yet unknown in Europe, except 
among the (lores of the phyficiaiK. Nor had religious fanati- 
cifon, that unintermitting intoxication,, yet poifoned the popu- 
lar mind with habitual gloom : the poor chiefly knew tlic 
chridian religion from its charity, fnxn the public exhortations 
of the preaching friars, and from the gay exhibitions of the 
Roman catholic fydem. 

By more polilhed foreigners Scothwd continued to be re- 
garded as a country completely barbarous. The author of the 
Dittamundi allows that it is rich in fifli, fiefh, and milk,, but, 

Molto e cl paele alpeftro c peregrino, 

E ha la gente ruvida 6 falvatica. 

** Mountainous and ftrange is the country. 

And the people rough and favage 

The long and fovefe ordinances of Robert II againd mur- 
derers, and their receivers and fopportexs, adord a proof diat 
this charge was not unfounded^*^ .And the orders to the army, 
not to pilli^e their own countrymen,, prefent another indance- 

* Edh. 4tOj^ jib. IV9 c; It is SKided:that ScQtbnd is improved. 

Per bonta de Adoardo chc Imia e viyop 
Che glU fruAatLpm fti chc la narica. 

^ By the goodnefii of Edward now living, who has cliaftifed it or wan- 

dered much over it,” for the expredion feems provincial and^ obfc|tre. Ed- 
waid HI of England is implied, who died in 1^77. The Dittamundi of 
UbertMS de Faciis is a defcription of the world, in the &rm of a commentary 
on Solkius, who is introduced in dia]ogue» as Virgil in Dante. 

^ Stat. Rob. II, apud Skene. 


of 
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of barbaric manners T\ic Fatlteraniy Kerns, or marauding 1371— 
highlanders, by continual inroads into the low countries greatly i +37 
obftrm3:ed the progrefs of induftry and dx'ilizatlon ; and this 
inteftine evil^ more pernicious than foreign invaiion, continued 
to a late period. Strangers tolhat indulfry which excites the 
Swife peafant to cultivate the precipice, and the' Norwegian to 
derive that fupport from the lea which the land refufes, the 
highlanders fuppKed their wants hy rapine : and the Civil ani> 
nioilty was increafed by the difFerence of origin, language, and 
manners; fo that the difficulties with which the government 
had to Uruggle, and the bbftacles agautft order, Were perhaps 
greater in Scotland than in any other European kingdom. 

The example of Henry II of England, who planted a Flmilh 
colony in Wales, eicaped the Cbleryation, or exceeded the 
power, of our monarchs ; and the cdtnplete tranfpolition of 
the population of a province, through an expedient far from 
unknown to the Perfians,- CI reeks, and Romans, appears to 
lurpals the wdfdom, or the enterprize of any later government. 

Though the peafantry were in ia£l the flaves of their lords, 
by menial or by feudal bondage^ yet ftW hi^Ukces occur of 
abfolute villanage ; and it is believed h6 exam^ appears in our 
records, of an eftate fold farmers; labourers, atid 

families, attached to the lbil*/ %The UppeUatioii hujbond^ 
given to the Scotifh farmers* feeipiS indeed to imply that they 
were conhdered as bond llaves' of their lord's houie, or as fixed 

* R^. 4to, t V. 72. 

* Nilbet ki his Heraldry, Vob I, p. 131; gives ah extrad of a charter of 
Robert I, regni 14, from the ‘chartiilaijr'-of Dunfermlin, declaring Adam 
Adamfon and his four foni free : “ declaratum eftqo®** Adamus filius Adami 
non cfl: homo nofter ligius, feu nativus, qinh pro voluntate fiia;’’ and he and 
fons were delivered ** ab onmi jugo ef onere fervitutis executed “coram 
juftictario noftro." 
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1^71— to their own particular farm-houfcs; yet what little evidence 
^437 remains teaches us to confider them rather as {laves in cuftom, 
than in law. The hujband lands^ or farms, were divided into 
tillage and pa{lurage, were always imall, and t^e farmers of 
courfe poor’. The cotter who rears his hovel of turf and 
{fraW, under an old thorn, and cultivates three or four acies 
of the common, would in thefe ages have been fly led a farmer. 
Large farms undoubtedly advance agriculture ; and perhaps 
the numerous labourers employed are as ufeful and valuable 
members of Ibciety, as if each farmed a fmall portion of laniL 

With the^cceflion of the houfe of Stuart, a (fronger light 
begins to arife on the internal {fate of Scotland. Barbour 
wrote his celebrated poem in 1375; and in narrating the 
a6fions of Robert I, he prefents many piftures of the times 
and mamiers, the lapfe of half a century being imperceptible 
in the^{low progrels of civilization. But the curioflty of 
Froiflart a {franger has prc{erved the {fronge{l features ; and’ 
his vilit to Scotland forms an epoch in the hilfory of national 
manners*.' From his account it appears that the French, 
themfelves' regarded by the Italians as barbarians, {huddered 
at the penury and barbarity of Scotland. Even in the Dou/ce 
E/coc/ie or low lands, (for tb|^ighlanders of /a Sauvage E/co-^ 
che were confidered as we iiow do American favages,) a re- 

* Skene de fign. verb* voce HuJB^nd^Iandy originally about fix acres. 

• Froiflart was in England in ^391, TomeJV, fol. 14. He was at DaU 
keith in his youth, about the ycar«i36o, T. Ill, f. 117 : and no other vifit of 
his to Scotland is known. It is not therefore wonderful that, when he wrote 
his hiflory in 1400, his memory made fomc flips, particularly the ftrangc one 
concerning the hcnifc of Douglas, which milled lord Hailes, Remarks, p. 121. 
FroilHut confounds the carls of Douglas with the Douglafcs lords of Dalkeith ; 
nay he afligns to that name tlic arms of the earls of Moray; ‘‘ d or a irois oreillcs 
dc giieullcs !'* His more recent infgrmation was derived from the French knights 
who vilited Scotland. 


markable 
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markable ignorance prevailed of the cwnm^neft arts of life. 1371— 
The meaneft articles of manufadhire, horfe-fltoes, harnels, ^437 
faddles, bridles, were all imported ready made from Flanders. ^ 
The houfes of the common people were cpmpbfed of four or 
five polls to lupportihe turf walls, and a roof of boughs : three 
days luflRced to ereft the humble manfio^% A contemporary 
hillorian adds, that ** the country was rather dcfert than inha- 
bited, was almoll wholly mountainoij?, and more abundant in 
i'a\ ages than in cattle 

I'hc Englilh education of James I contributed to the civi- 
lization of his kingdom. Yet even in his reign the pidlure by 
Enea Silvio, afterwards pope J?ius II, is fan; from flattering. 

“ Concerning Scotland he found thefe things worthy of repe- 
tition. It is an ijland joined to England, ^llretching twn hun- 
dred miles to the north, and about fifty broad ; a cold country, 
fertile of few forts of grain, and generally^jd QC,<tr|p„ but 
there is a fulp^ureous ftone dug up which is ufed f5to 
The towns are unwalled, the houies commonly built without 
lime, and in villages roofed with turf, while a cow’s hide fup- 
plies the place of a door. The commonalty are poor and 
uneducated, have abundance; of flelh and filh, but eat bread 
as a dainty. The men are fmalj in llatiinre, but bold ; the 
wonien fair and comely, and prone. t^i the pleafures of love; 
kifles being there efteemed of lels conlequence tlian prefling 
the hand is in Italy. The wine i is< all imported ; the liorfes 
are moftiy final! ambling nags, only a few being preferved 
entire for propagation, -and neither curry-combs nor reins arc 
ufed. The oyfters arc larger than in England. From Scot- 
land are imported into FjUnders hides, wool, fait fifii, and 

a 

’ Froiflart, Tome II, f. 170, edit. 1518, 4tOa 

• Hid. de Charles VI, par Lc Labdurcur, Tome I, p. 102, plus pleine 
tie faiivagine que de bedail.’* 
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1 ^ 71 — pearls. Nothing^ gives the Scots more pleafure than to hear 
> J -37 the Engliih difpraifed. The country is divided into two parts, 
the cultivated lowlands, and the ^ion where agriculture is 
not ufed. : The wild Scots have a (fflUlrent language, and fome- 
times eat the bark of trees. There ar# no wolves. Crows 
are new inhabitants, and therefore the tree in which they 
build becomes royal property^. . At the winter folfticc, when 
the author wa»*thhrc, the day did not exceed four hours 
In another place, obferves that the fabulous tale of the 
l>arnacles, the invention of dreaming monks, had paifed from 
Scotland to the Orkneys : and that coals were given to the 
poor at the church doors, hy#ay of alms, the country being 
denuded of wood\ 

The ^dgorp^ adixuiEdftrati^^ of James I imparted tranquil* 
Uty ahd laippinefs to the . people ; and often regretted by 
them ^ring the dillra^icnis ofuhe hibfequent reigns Till 
dbis penod the Aatqtes were concealed from the nation in the 
darkt^fr.of the ktui language the good fenie%f^s monarch 
order^; them to be ilTued in the Scotiih tongue, while in 
Engla^ the laws were to be dieted in Latin and French till 
the rdgn of Richard 111. Thus region, and law, the foie 

* One of. thofe lailbkes fmtient in qurfory ttavels. By c. 19, pari, i J. I, 
trees in which rooks are furred to build are forfeited to the king. Hence the 
error. 

* Pii II Comment, rerum m«n. fui temporis'i Franefurt 1614., folio, p. 4: 

a produdlion not in the cdlefitons of liit Works. The ^pdunr adds a ac- 
count of bis ^ventures in thp north of En glsad on l^s nWriu,. He went dif- 
^ifed as a merchant, and on palling the could g^t, mother wine nor 

bread : an alarm was fpread in the night that the Scotiih borderers were ap- 
proaching, and the mep fled, but the Women refnfed; ** luhil enim his mali 
faduros holies credunt, qui Ihiprum inter mala non ducunt." 

* Delcript. Alix et Europa;, Paris 1534, Svo, p. 4it. 

* See'fiowar, 510. 
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rules of {^ular condiu^l* were veiled from the people; but 1371— 
there is no abfurdity which man has not reduced to prailicc. *437 
The ftatutes of James a^£ wifely ordained to advance civili- 
zation, and the fenguini^niieoriil’ may exult in their effects; 
but they rather proclaim the inteUigehiCe, of the monarch, and 
of his eccleiiaAic minifters, than the national advancement. 
Ordinances prepared in the cabinet' by wife and gtfed men, 
were pafled by the lords of the articles} while the peers. and 
landholders, with whom the jufifei£lion lay, either did not 
attend, or voted with a fenile. Aiid die frequent repetition 
of the. fame laws, even fe late aS ;||^ reigns of James IV* 
and V, conlpires with the records oif to convince us, 

that the ftatutes rather indicate the evils that did exift, than 
the remedy of thefe evUs. The roots of national habits are 
too deep to be affected by die thur^r of laws, dfe (low divul- 
lion of ‘education can alone ^plode than. 

Among the datutes of the fird James, the followii^ are 
the mod pertinent to the prefent difeuffion. That no private 
wars be allowed ; that none travel iwith more attendants than 
they maintain ; that xno fomar^ fhall force their refidence upon 
the clergy or farmers ; .^t in burghs^ and on high ways, inns 
be erefted ; and that no beggars be permitted, except didin- 
guifhed by a badge importing the leave of the magidrates; 
and the hofpitals fef the poor a^ ordered to be re- 

formed. A retnarkt^fe law ordains, that ad idle perfons, 
without means- of Iw^lihood, ihaJl be impnlbned, tdl they give 
fccurity, and ffiaR'Within forty days betake thenifelves to feme 
fervice or crad. The trial of the caaf<» of die pbpr is ifeclared 
to be gratuitous 

The inditutioa of inns,, repeatedly enforced, was perhaps 
calculated , to lave the monaderies from the dequent intrufion 

♦ Aas, f. I, 2, 5, f, 8. 

of 
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1371 — of numerous guefts; but the neceflity of fuch laws indicates 
1 437 3 - radical defed in civilization. The firft objeft of the Romans, 
-i-wif conqueft of a barbaric country, was to open high ways 

through it ; fur on mutual and eai[|^ntercourfc all civilization 
depends. Y et this firft and indifpenfablc ftep is unknown in 
our ftatutes. Some regulations appear concerning ferries ; but 
till within thefe fifty years tlie roads in Scotland were hardly 
paftable. And while the Swift cuts his way through the Alps, 
our mole hills in the highlands prefent inlliperable barriers. 
The civilization of a country is always in exaft proportion to 
the number, and condition, of its high ways. The omiflion 
of this one law wlfcs radical, and obftrudled afll the others ^ 

In the burghs a greater degree of civilization muft have 
prevailed than in the country ; but the inhabitants of the burghs 
were few, compared with the general population. Froiffart 
eftimates the houfes in Edinburgh, then the capital, at four 
thoufand*; they were fmall wooden cottages, covered with 
ftrauf ; for modern Edinburgh, with its houfes of ten or twelve 
ftories, cannot date higher than Mary’s reign, when all the 
French cuftoms of Scotland really commenced. By a com- 
mon calculation the inhabitants of the capital, in the reign of 
Robert II, hardly exceeded fixteen thoufand. 

For Ibme unknown caufe, James I prohibited the eledlion 
of deacons of crafts ; perhaps they abufed their power in ex- 
citing fedition ; peihaps the genuine fpirit of a corporation 
began to operate in monopoly, 'and oppreftion. But a warden 
and couitcil are ordered to regulate prices, the warden to be 
cholen by the council of the burgh, and not, as the deacons, 
by the craftfmen themfelvcs. Malbns, carpenters, finiths, 

* The firft Scotifli ftatutc concerning highways, is of the reign of Charles II, 
1661, cap. 38. 

• Tome II, f. V. 169. 
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taylors, weavers, are the only trades mentioned in the ftatute'. 1371 — 
The inftitution of corporations by patent feems unknown in *4^7 
Scotland, till the reign of James IV : the crafts embodied and 
regulated' themfelves ; aiH^ thc attention of government w as 
hardly diverted to them, except to prevent impofition. They 
vvould have charged for holidays, and undertaken more work 
than they could accomplifli, while one craftfman would refufe 
the work ncglcdled by another *. The foie intention of tliefe 
adls feems to have been to break the monopoly 

James I has himfelf delineated the manners of the common 
people, in his poem called Peblis to the Play. This play was 
probably aii annual feilival, in honour of the faint to whom 
the church was dedicated, or on fomc other occafiou ; and fiich 
•wakei are yet known in the north of England. The humour 
and jollity of the meeting end in tumult and uproar, but dis- 
play a very different charafter to the gloomy fanaticifm of the 
two fucceeding centuries. From this fmgular poem, among 
other articles of manners, w^e learn that the women wore 
kerchiefs and hoods, and tippets ; the mufic arofe from the 
bagpipe ; the men Ibmetimes wore hats 6f birch-twigs inter- 
woven, the hat being any high covering of the head, while the 
bonnet was flat. A tavern, with fair table linen, and a regular 
fcore on the wall, are introduced; the reckoning twopence 
halfpenny a piece, is coUeded in a wooden trencher. The 
cadger^ or packman who carries fifh, &c. through the country, 
on his little horfe ; the flilmocC danc6, "confifling in exertions 

’ A£ls, f. 14, 18. 

* Ib. 14. Cenfrairies firft appear in France about 1264. Le Grand, I, 260. 

* To thefe hints concerning buighs it may be added that harlots arc ordered 
to dwell in the (kirts of the towns, to prevent hazard from fire, concerning 
which regulations are enaded. Ib. f. v. 12. 
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1371— of high leaping; and other anecdotes of popular manners, 
*437 diverlify the piece 

The drefs of the common people confifted chiefly of a 
doublet and cloke, and a kind of Ihort trowfe ; the head was 
covered with a hat of baflcet-woik, or felt, or with a woolen. 
l>onnet ; while the. legs and feet remained bare *► Shirts wens 
hardly known even to the great. The female drefs was a 
kerchief or a hood, and a tippet about the neck r the kirtle, 
or clofe gown, was rarely accompanied either with the wyheot 
or under petticoat, or with the mantle; and the feet were 
naked. 

As the flate of fbciety was rather paftoral than agricultural, 
milk, and its various preparations, formed a chief article of 
food. Meat boiled with oatmeal, or filh, fupplied more lo- 
lemn meals. Bread and vegetables were little ufed, a circum- 
fhiHce to which it may perhaps be imputed that the leprofy 
was not uncommon. The chief fifli was the flilmon, concern- 
ing the capture of which many regulations occur in the a6ts 
of parliament, and which alio formed a grand article in the 
Scotiih exports- 


SECTION n. 

Governmenfy taws, taHict^ 

THE government, and laws, of a country are fb intimately 
connected with its hiftory, when contpofed in a proper manner, 
and with philioiophic view^ that little remains to be added on 

* Seha Scotifli Ballads, Vol. It, p. t. 

• A pradticc prevalent among the common people of England at this period. 
$ven the feet of many of the Englifli archers were bare in battle. St. Remy, 
p. 89. 

■ thefe 



RETROSPECr. 


’55 

thefe important topics, except to glean a few remarks, and * 37 * — 
prefent fome general obfer\'ations. *437 

The policy concerning the highlands formc(i a chief ohje 6 l 
in the Sootiih government. David II had ejtdted the chief- 
tains to deftroy each other, by beftciwing liie eftate of the 
flaughtered leader on his aflaflin, and by the reign of terror 
had cftablilhed tranquillity 'Phis cruel policy was aban- 
doned by the houfe of Stuart. Robert II aiiigned the high- 
lands to the care of his Ion the earl of Carrie, and other 
peers ; who were impowered to call the chiefs before them, 
and concert means of juftice*. But this plan erred in the 
other extreme of mildnefs : and James I, after having been 
obliged to exempt the highlanders from the law of retribu- 
tion, becaufe, as the ftatute bears, they had been accuftomed 
to rob and kill each other % was at length cohftrained, as wc 
have feen, to have recoUrfe to lcvcrity. 

The reign of this prince revived the long dormant power of 
the laws, and the boldeft of the peers dared not to oppole his 
mandates or meflengers. •* The people,” adds the old hil- 
toriographer, “ then lat in the opulence of jicace, fccure from 
ravagers, elate in heart, and tranquil in mind; becaufe the 
monarch had wifely expelled quarrels and rapine from the 
ftatc, had appeafed dilcord, and reconciled enmity*.” But 
the regal jurifdidtion, though much confined by the feudal 
iyftem, was carried by James I to a height that proved fktal 
to himfelf. 

It is umieceflary to dwell on the feudal government, fo ably 
difeuffed by numerous aufttors. A fingular feature oi it in 
Scotland was the freedom from taxes ; and that at a period 

* Fordun, II, 380. * kegifter, f. v. 7 a. * Aks, f. 8. 

• Bowar, 510. 
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i^^l—when France was overwhelmed with them, and the blood of 
1437 poor, as ufual, was mingled with the wine of the rich’. 
Another rcma/kable diftinftion from modern times was, tluit the 
royal authority was M^eakened in war, and increaied in peace. 
The fbldiers belonged to their chiefs, and not to the fbvereign : 
but the execution of the laws was a prerogative of the latter: 

An idea of the royal revenue may be formed from the mar- 
riage contrafts of our princes, the dower of the wife being 
eflimated at one third of the whole. Robert II, and III, were 
manried before the acceflion of the fainily : and the avaricious 
condudl of the Englifh court, in the marriage of James I, 
rendered any contrail to this effeft unneceflary. But that of 
James II and Mary of Gelder is extant ; and though the evi- 
dence be fomewhat excurfive it is lufficiently in point *. The 
dower aiTigned is r 0,000 crowns of gold; and thefe crowns, 
in a contemporary ftatute, are eftimated at fix fliillings and eight 
pence each, Scotilh money’. Hence 10,000 gold crowns 
equalled 5000 marks Scotiih money, and the royal revenue 
was 1 5,000 marks Scotifh, or about 7,500 marks fterling of 
that time ; in weight about 14,060 pounds of lilver, in efficacy 
about feventy thoufiind pounds of modern currency. But the 
rapacity of ftatefmen and favorites, and other caufes which 
did not affeft the eftates of the ariftocracy, confiderably dila- 
pidated the revenue of the crown,' and rendered it fubjedl to 
filch variations that fifty thoufand pounds may moft fafely be 
affumed as a medium. Perhaps the earls of Douglas poflefled 
a revenue equal to two thirds of the royal ; which however 
certainly more than doubled that of any other peer 

The 

’ In 1385 the taxes were fo numerous m France that many emigrated. 
Dcs Uriins, p. 46. 

• MS. Harl. 4637, Vol. Ill, f. v. 6. » Ads of 1451. 

* In the edimate of the revenues of the hoflages for James I, fRymer, X, 
317, 333,) the highed are thofe of Argyle and Dalkeith, 1500 marks derling 

each. 
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The revenue of the crown arofe chiefly from its demefnes, 1371— 
from the various feudal calualties, ward, relief, marriage, *437 
cfcheat, forfeiture; from vacant bilhoprics, fines, prefcnts 
for grants ; and from cuftoms on merchandize. Its preroga- 
tives appear to have been, i . to fiimmon the parliament, and 
propofe laws, which feldom or never failed to pals : 2. the 
adminiftration of juftice : 3. creation of honours and dignities : 

4. command of the national array : 5. nomination to eccle- 
fiaftic preferments. As the firfl: of thefe prerogatives en- 
croached on the legiflative power ; fo, on the other hand^ the 
parliament regulated embaffies and treaties, and ordered peace 
or war *. The coinage of money belonged to the crown ; but 
any alteration was regarded as unconilitutional, if not fiinc- 
tioned by parliament. 

Hence it appears that the revenues and power of the Scotilh 
monarchs were in themfelves fufficiently rcfpedlable ; but the 
age of Robert II, the weaknels of his lucceflbr, the dilbrders 
pf the regencies, and above all the extreme avarice of the 
ariftocracy, ever preying on the royal domains and ;f(pvenue, 
were caufes that greatly injured both the wealth and influence 
of the crown. 

In paffing to the national council, or parliament, the moft 
ftriking objeft is the number of ecclefiaftics, which exceeded 

each. But that of Douglas muA have been far larger. The 1500 marks might 
now equal 15,000/. 

It muft not be forgotten that the royal expences were almofl wholly doniedic, 
there being neither civil nor military lid, the officers of date and adininidrators 
of law being only paid by perquifites ; and even embaffies were defrayed by the 
members of parliament, or by the merchants. The revenue of Henry V of 
England was 55,714/. los. (Rymer, X, I13,) or about 550,000 modern pounds. 

* This important fa£l is evinced from many documents in this work. See 
particularly the reign of JaiiKs V. 
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1 37 1 -- tjiai of the peers But till the days of Forman, and the Be- 
1437 tons, prieftly ambition feems to have been little known in 
Scotland ; and the ftatutes generally evince great wifdom and 
patriotifm in the Icgiflative body. The members unhappily 
did not alTemble in two chambers as in England ; the burgefles 
were annihilated in prefence of the powerful ariftocracy, who 
themfelves only Ikilled in arms left legiflative difeuflion to the 
clergy. An oppolition was Icaroe ever known in the Scotifh 
parliament, becaufe its operations were previoufly fettled by 
the ^veil-known committees of lords of the articles, and ap- 
proved by the king, fb that in fa*Sl the flatutes were prefented 
for its fan^ion, not its difeuflion. Nay there is room to believe 
that an pppofition in parliament was viewed in as trealbnable 
a light as oppofition in the field ; and that the minority only 
tieflified its diflatisfadiou by its nonappearance. 

The adminiAration of the laws was the chief difficulty ; and 
the king and patitameut c^ten recommended this great obje 61 
to the peers in their refpc£iive territories. During a minority 
the parliament alone bad the power of nominating a regent and 
council *. At what precife period the king’s privy council 
fucceeded the Aula Regis, or council of great officers of ftate 
Is dubious. It was much on the fame model, being compofed 
of the chancellor, chambetlain, treafurer, privy feal, fecretarv, 
and a few other members. Its power during a minority was 

* In the parliament at Cambufleenneth, 1314, the number of abbots already 
amounted to 14, Scone, Kelfo, Arbroth, Holyrood, Lindoris, Ncwbottel, 
Cupar, Paifley, Dunfcrmlin, Linchi^n, Inchaffray, St. Colm, Deer, Sweet- 
heart. The priors 5, Cpldin^am, Heftenoth, St. Andrews, Pittenweem, Loch- 
{even. Add the bilhnps 13, and the Turn is thirty-two. 

* See the reign of James V when the parliament declare that, by the king's 
demife, the power had devtlvtd io the three ejiates who had appointed Albany 
regent. Yet the will of the dcceafcd monarch was commonly refpe£lcd ; and 
the queens of James I, 11 , and IV, were acknowledged as regents for a time. 
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great, but at other tiroes entirely under the controul of thei 37 i— 
fovereign, and hardly known in hiftory. Far fuperior was the *457 
fate of the privy council in Denmark and Sweden, where the 
members ulurped the chief power; and under the name of 
fenates controuled the monarchs. The want of titular nobility 
in. thefe countries was a radical caufe of this Angularity, for 
the prelates having no balance to their afcendancy, and moft 
of tliem being (enators in virtue of their fees, the landholders, 
burgefles, and peafants, could not ftruggle againft fo powerflil 
an ariftocracy. In Scotland, on the contrary, the bilhops^nd 
the church were a public benefit, as they balanced the power 
of the ferocious nobles, and lupported the monarch and the* 
laws. All inftitutions depend on time and circumftances ; and 
the bane of one country may be the felicity of another. 

Had our kings poffefled the nomination of the adminiftrators 
of juftice, tht ariftocratic influence would have been confide- 
rably checked. But moft of the legal officers enjoyed heredi- 
tary and indefcafible right. Such were the Iheriffs, though 
efleemed the king’s peculiar officers ; nay the peers were fome- 
times hereditary Iheriffs in their own jurifdi^ions. 

Even in burghs, the aldermen and baillies were more fre- 
quently devoted to fome neighbouring chief, than to the king. 

Of the Mair and Serjemds little is known.. An aft of 
James 1 feems to evince that the office of Mair and King’s 
Serjand was lynonymous ; and it Ihews that the barons had 
alfo their ferjands. The Mair was diftinguilhed by a red 
wand ; the officer of regality by a fimilar badge, red at one 
end and white at the other; while the banon ferjand had 
a white wand, and he of the burgh a red. All bore horns to 
found occafionally *. The terms Mair and Serjand have varied 

more 

^ Afls, f, 17. Another ftatiite, f. v. mentions Mairs of fee, or heredi- 
tary, of the flierifFdom, or of part; and authorifes them to have deputies, to 

execute 
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1371— more in fignification than perhaps any others; even now a 
1437 fcrjeant at law is a very remote office from a ferjeant in the 
army ; and a Mai re of Paris from a Scotifh Mair. In its pri- 
mitive meaning the term Mair is, in various countries, of 
high dignity, but had now been degraded in Scotland from thp 
magiftrate to the meffenger. The Mair and Serjeants were 
the heralds of the law ; but their office was in thofe time? 
arduous, and honourable, and worthy of the attention of the 
legiflature. Even thefe offices were often hereditary; ;^.and 
Skene mentions that in his time there were “ Mairs of lee 

The legal juriffiiftion of the crown chiefly appeared in the 
Brief, or Ihort writ, iflued from the chancery. Thefe brieves 
were of two kinds, one dire£ted to the IherifF, or the Mair or 
ferjand mcffengers of the law, ordering the party to be cited ; 
the other empowering the judge to try the caufe 

The royal power, though eminent in times of peace, and 
uneircumfcribed by any fenate, was neverthelefs balanced by 
that of the ariftocracy ; which during war, or minorities, even 
aflumed the afcendancy *. The baron was in fa 6 l a king in 

his 

execute arrefts and fummonfes. It is furpefled that the Murmor of the eleventh 
century, (Enq. into Sc. hift. II, 319,) was the Mor Mar or great Mair of a 
province, a term fynonymous to the ancient Earl. In the gloffary of Ducangc 
the word Mair or Major implies in numerous inflanccs great authority. The 
office of Coroner feems to have been confined to criminal cafes, that of Mair 
to civil. In the ifle of Man there were Moans for every /headings or diftri <3 of 
three parifhes : (Order of the Tinwald 1422, in Townlcy’s Journal, White- 
haven 1791, II, 231, 232.) By one of thofe fingular changes which occur in 
focicty, the ihcriiF remains a moft honourable office ; and the Mair, formerly 
almoit his equal, has dwindled into the bailiff. 

* Dc verb. fign. voce Mams» 

^ Home Hift. Law Trails p. 288. 

* Coronation oaths are folcmn trifles, and they appear unknown to our old 
annals. According to Niibet, Her. II, 154, the clergy, peers, and commons, 

in 
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his own jurifHi6iion ; and the operation of the laws was di reeled 1371 — 
by his loyalty, or his diflatisfa61ion. The former was hardly ^437 
to be fecured, except by a munificence which weakened the 
royal revenue, and power : this avaricious Ipirit of the nobility 
was encrcafed by the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart, and the 
peculiar circumlfances which accompanied that event. A 
family, formerly their equal, alcended the throne ; there was 
no regal anceftry, no foreign fplcndor, to command avi'c and 
obedience : and a dubious loyalty was only to be won by con- 
ceffions, or promiles, fatal to the conftitutionaJ alcendenev of 
the crown. Age, weaknefs, regencies, conlpired to increafe 
the wealth and preponderance of the ariftocracy ; and when 
.lames 1 regained his feeptre ; many an effort was required in 
order to replace its chief gems. 

The few peers, their number hardly exceeding twenty, 
continued. tO' be chiefly denominated from the counties into 
which Scotland was then divided The military force of the 

Ml firdcr, afkcd the new fovereign if he were willing to accept the crown ; 
which being put on liis head, a bifhop cried God blefs the king ; another 
anfwcrcd God blefs the people, and the king; and again, God blefs the king, 
and the people. 

^ 'l"hc chief deviations were, that there never was an carl of Mearnsy but 
Crawford fupplied the place. Levenaxj or the banks of the Leven, (now 
yiox) gave a title correfponding to Dumbarlonflurc. Yet fo ftrong w^as the 
original idea that Bow^ar, 541, confounds the counties with the earldums. 

Strathera w'as a county Palatine, earls David and Walter Stuart, Euphemia the 
countefs, and John Stuart, 1407, (Du Tillet 1 17,) all appear as Palatines, 

"Phe title of Thane feems to have been introduced after the time of Malcom III, 
and cxifted long in Scotland. Robert II grants the thanedom of Kintorc to’ 
the carl of Moray, “ referving the office of the free tenants.’* Septft, Cal*. 

Harl. 4609, p. 97* JameiS I grants a charter to Donald thane of Caldor, Id. 

No. 4620. The fame ms# records a charter to John Meyners of the office of 
“ Cochachderatic of Kyncollonie ; and lands of Fcrrochie and Coulcntync, ly- 
land in the abtbanrie of Dul.” Yet. the dif&rcnce between X thane and baron 
IS unknown ; and fome dot^bts ir^&.that ignorance may have blended the Saxon 
Thane and the Irifh Taniji. 

VOL. I. y fhire, 
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1371— ihire, and the greater part of its civil juri0idlion, were in the- 
*437 hands of thefe potentates; and the inferior barons were at- 
tached to them by tenure, by clan, by interefl and. expectation, 
or by bonds of manrent. 

The progrefe of government, legiflation, and the uleful arts 
and fciences, ought to occupy moft attention in hiftory; but 
thefe pacific objects yield to wars and revolutions. War un- 
happily forms the grand bafis of the annals of man ; and" one 
battle often produces the happinefs or mifery of man^ millions, 
for many centuries. Hence the ancient claflical hiftorians are 
ample in d^ribing the taClics of various nations; while 
modern writers leemto vie with thofe of the middle ages in 
their negligence of this important theme, which, from its in-> 
finite confequences, deferves to be arranged in> the fame dais 
with the government and laws of a country. 

It is well known ftiat die chief weapon of the Scots was th* 
^)ear., often inefFeClual againft the Englhh long-bow, becaufe 
k was not accompanied, as in the Macedonian phalanx, with 
ftrong defenfive armour. The buckler in particular feems to 
have been imall and weak, being only of wicket work covered, 
with leather ;■ the /allodia iron cap, and the doublet of fence, 
muft have afforded little proteCHon againft the Englifh arrows, 
which like the Phrthian even pierced' the 'mail of the knight. 
Other dfenfive, weapons were the brogged fuff, or pike, the 
axe, the fword,, the knife or dagger '. Such were the arms 
of the coihnim people : but the- chiefs, knights, and fquires,, 
were arrayed in plate-armour which hadf now fucceeded: the. 
habergmn, or coat of fmali inwoven rings ; and they wielded. 
. the battle-axe, the two handed fword, the iron mace, or the 
f^ear. Perlbns worth ten pounds of yearly rent, or fifty 

! Winton ass. 84a, 868. Afts, f. v. 8* fi ai.. 
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pdurKls in goods, were ordered to have a hai Gt helmet, arid 1371— 
gorget ; a pelan braced before and behind^ with plates to cover * 4i?7 
the front of the thighs and legs, and gauntlets. The yeomen 
worth twenty pounds in effefls, were to. have .the habergeon, 
iron hat, bow, .quiver, fword, buckler, knife ; and, if. hot 
ar<hers, an axe, or a pike. The burgefs worth fifty pounds 
in goods, was to arm completely as a gentleman ; while he 
who poflefled not above twenty, appeared in the aiTay of the 
yeoman*. ; . 

James I was particularly anxious to. eilabliih the ufe,of the 
bow, and ordered frequent aiTemblies near the paiifii churches 
for the exercife of archery: but after his death the national 
habits prevailed, and among a hundred attendants of a baron, 
hardly fix archers could .be found, the remainder refuming 
their ipears \ It appears that armour, nay fpears, and bows, 
and arrows, were chiefly imported ♦. The martial mufic, a# 
is well known, confifted of horns. Some cholen followers 
were arrayed in the livery of their chiefs ; but the reft of the 
army prefented a motley mixture *. » . 

The difcipline, and exercife, were trivial ; the arrangement 
was by clans. On the march almoft every man rode a fmall 
horfe, to fave fatigue; but none, except the knights or fixed 
cavalry, remained on horfeback in a battleu . Elach man carried 

* A£ts, f. ai. * Bowar, 48S. 

* A£ts, f. V. 8 : in particular the heads of arrows and of fpears feem tp have 
been entirely imported from Flanders. 

* Froiflart lofes all temper in fpeaking of ^tland, and the Scots, on account 

.of the treatment of Vienne and his petulant knights. The admiral, fays he, told 
the French king, that he would rather be earl of Savoy, or Artois, than king 
of Scotland ; the force of which confided of about 500 lances (3000 men at 
arms,) and 36,000 commoners, of no avail againft Englifh archers, or 1000 men 
at arms, fol. 183, T. 11 . The common arms he deferibes as tiou^/x (hunting 
fpears), or knives, and iafiim d’armtt, 
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i^Mi_provi(Ioiis for forty days, chiefly oat-meal ; but meat was fup- 
i 437 plied by pillage. The right wiiig became the van, the left the 
rear, while the center retained its ftation. 

The exadl order of battle, the arrangement of the ranks and 
files, are fubjeds enveloped in much obfburity ; and while, 
with all the lights of the Roman daffies, it remains doubtful 
whether that great people arranged their Haftati, PrincipCvS, 
and Triarii, in Angle lines, or in deep files, there is lefs room 
to wonder at the careleflhels of the monkiffi hiftorians. Yet 
it appears fiifficiently dear that deep files were uled,’ and that 
the battels ox battalions were almoft fquare ; though fome- 
times they fought in an efchelle or drcle ; fometimes perhaps 
in the gothic wedge®. Thin files of two. or three feem a 
modern invention, long pofterior to the ufe of - cannon and 
fire arms. But the utility of the deep maffes formerly ufed 
is not eafily difcovered; not above three Ipears could come 
into contad, and the reft feems an idle depth, expoled to the 
arrows of the enemy. This theme muft be lubmitted to mili- 
tary men ; and it is doubtful if the materials be fiifficient for 
precile inveftigation. 

The moft eminent or fldlful peers who were prefent com- 
manded the grand divifions, commonly four, the right and left 
wings, the center, and referve. Under them the fmaller barons 
aded as inferior officers, in feudal gradation, and often by 
hereditary right. 

In fieges cannon now began to be ufed, inftead of the fovvs, 
battering rams, and other engines, the reliques of Roman 
ikill. But no memorable fiege happening after the acceffion 

* The efchelle was by the Scots termed a Jbiltrum. The hoft was fometimes 
divided into three or four of thefe Jhiltrums of the heavy armed and fpearmen, 
amid which the archers and light infantry were Ihcltered, as by fortreffes. See 
Holinlhed’s defeription of the battle of Falkirk. . 
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of the houfc of Stuart, and the Scots having been Angularly 1371 — 
deficient in this art, it is unneceflary to illuftrate the topic. 1437 
Thefe remarks lhall be clofed with an abftrad of tlie agree- 
ment, in the beginning of June 1385, between the earl of 
Carrie and other peers, and Jehan de Vienne the leader of 
the French forces in Scotland. It bears that they ihall march 
towards the borders on the twenty third of July, and fliall lay 
fiege to fome fortrefles, but as battle is expeded their ftrength 
is not to be wafted in doubtful affaults : that none fliall pillage 
in advancing to the marches, but fhall pay for what they have, 
on pain of beheading ; and all perfons coming to the army 
to fell victuals fliall be fiife : if any man flay another, it is in- 
ftant death : if any common foldier ftrike a gentleman, he 
fliall lofe his hand or ear ; if one gentleman ftrike another, 
juftice fliall be adminiftered by the captains. In riots between 
the French and Scots, the byeftanders muft feize the guilty, 
who if knights are to lofe horfe and armour, if commoners a 
hand or an ear v the like penalty for thofe who fliall diflodge 
their companions, or diforder the march. All Scots and 
French are to wear, before and behind, a white croft of 
St. Andrew ; if the armour be white, it muft be borne on a 
fquare, or a circle, of black cloth. If any Scot infult a 
Frenchman, he is to be feized by the French, and brought 
before a Scotifli chief; and fo in the contrary. He who un- 
horfes an Englifliman is to have half his ranfom. None fliall 
fet fire to a church, kill a woman or a child, or commit rape, 
on the penalty above mentioned of knight and common foldier. 

The prifoner fliall belong to that captor who firft received hiS 
plighted hand ; if taken from him the captain fliall order refti- 
tution; if the prifoner be killed a reafonable ranlbm fliall 
be allowed. All fafe condufts granted by Vienne fliall be 
obferved by the Scotifli lords and captains ; and the French 
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1271— -leaders (hall p^y like reverence to thofc of the Scotifli gene- 
1437 rals\ Such is this curious ordinance, which throws con- 
fiderable light on the military manners of the times. 


SECTION m. 

Agriculture, Ufeful Arts. , 

ON thefe topics only a few brief illuftrations occur. Though 
Scotland was already denuded of wood, as before evinced, it 
Was not owing to the progrels of agriculture. James I or- 
dered that each poor perfon who ought to be a labourer, (hould 
either be the half proprietor of one ox in the plough, or dig 
every day a fquare of (even feet of ground, a toil which ex- 
tended through the year muft not have been inconlidcrable *. 
His ftatutes alio ordain that every farmer, uling a plough of 
eight oxen, (hall (bw every year a firlot, or four Scotilh pecks, 
of wheat, half that quantity of pca(e, and forty beans, under 
the penalty of ten (hillings to the baron Oats and barley 
were almoft the ible crops ; not only wheat but peafe and beans 
were extremely rare, and Jieafe-bannocs were till lately efteemed 
the next j*egale to wheaten bread. The adls concerning 
wolves and rooks, and burning of heath at improper fealbns, 
need not be recapitulated. Stealers or peelers of green wood, 
breakers of orchards, deflxoyers of rabbit warrens, and dove- 
cots, were all juftly punilhed by this wi(e prince j who allb 
eftablhhed a new extent or valuation of landed property '. 

The frequent wars between Scotland and England, (ince 
the death of Alexander III, had occahoned to the former 

» Re^ifter, f. V. 72. * ASs, f. v. 7. » Ibid. f. v, 14. 

* Home, hift. bw trails, p. 416, feq. 
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eo^try the lofe of more than a century in the progrefs ofi^yi— 
civilization. While in England only the northern provinces *437 
were expofed to the Scotifh incuishbns^ Scotland fiifFered in its 
moft civilized departments. It is apparent that, in the reign 
of Alexander III, the kingdom was more abundant in the 
nfeful arts and manufadlures, than it was in the time of 
Robert III. 

When James I concluded the commercial treaty with Flan- 
ders, it is highly probable that he invited Flemilh artilans to 
fettle in his dominions. With his admirable talents for go- 
vernment, it feems impoflible that he could overlook the ad- 
vantages of a plan certainly purlued by his fucceflbrs *. 

Yet the evidence concerning ufcfbl arts and manufafhires 
continues barren. In a ftatute of 14*8 mafons, carpenters^ 
fmiths, taylors, weavers, are mentioned ’ ; and perha^ one or 
two other cra/fs, as cordiners, or the like, may be omitted. 

The weavers were apparently folefy employed in coarfe linens, 
and perhaps fome woolen (hids. But while Ireland from its 
Englilh lettlemcnts exported the latter, Scotland had certainly 
no manufactured export *, The rich were wholly clothed in. 
foreign produCls; which foem evento have furniihed the hoU--^ 
day drefles of the poor^ 

* BoycC|. f, 365, affirms that James t procured Plcmith artifts;- biit a con- 
Jc£tiirc is better than his authority. From Bowar^. 505^ it appears that James 
delighted in the mechanic arts. 

* Adis, f. 18. 

* The Dittamundi tcftifics the export Ireland of fme, fays, or. thin/ 
woolen ftiifFs.. 
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SECTION IV. 

Commerce^ Money y Navigation. 

1 3 7 1 — THE grand emporia of commerce at this period were V enice, 

^437 England, Flanders, and the Hanfe Towns. Venice in parti- 
cular concentrated the commerce of the eaft and fbuth ; anti 
Flanders that of the weft and north. Hence the extreme- 
opulence of the Netherlands, and the rapid progrefs of their 
ufeful and luxurious arts. To them almoft the whole Scotilh 
trade was confined : Ibitie voyages to Norway, Denmark, and 
one or two of the Hanfe Towns, and fome to France for 
wines, formed perhaps the only varieties. 

The imports from Flanders extended, as has already ap- 
peared from Froiffart, even to the commoneft neceflaries. 
The exports by the account of pope Pius II, were hides, 
wool, falt-filh, and pearls The ftatutes further fupply 
horfes, kine, flieep, various Ikins for furs, as mertrik, fulmart, 
otter, fox, hart, and roe: and woolen cloths, probably of 
Scotilh wool manufaftured in Flanders for Scotilh merchants®. 
The cuftoms on imports and exports amounted to about two 
Ihillings in the pound, or a tyth ; but the extent of the trade 
cannot be alcertained ^ The balance was however greatly 
againft Scotland, as may appear from the gradual impoverilh- 

* Scotland was long celebrated for pearls. Julius Caefar is accufed of invading 

Britain to procure that precious article, «nd there feems no evidence that they 
were found in the fouth. Alexander I had a vail colledlion. Dalr. Ann. 1 , 58. 
The Tay ftill furniflies fomc pearls. ’ 

• Afts, f. 3, 5. Herring, frefli, falted, and red, are alfo mentioned. Talch 
or tallow is forbidden to be exported. ' 

’ lb. f. V. 7, &c. 
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mmt of the country, and rife in the value of the coin? and 1 571- 
no lefs than five Ratutes of James I appear, againft the expor- *437 
tation of money. v— 

The merchants often ivent abroad with their cargoes ; but 
none was permitted to ule this privilege, except he were 
worth three ferplaiths of wool, each ferplaith being eighty 
ftone weight, or about two fiu^s *. 

Campvere does not appear to have been the ftaple port, till 
after the marriage of its lord to a daughter of James I. The 
Dam or Amfterdam, Sluys, Bruges, are mentioned as the 
places of reibft ; and in the latter city James I founded a 
Scotilh chapel, to be fupported by ibnote duties on veflels ’. 

In the old manuferipts of our laws thofis concerning Ihipping 
appear, certainly not later than the reign of the firft James; 
but they throw no light on commerce. It is remarkably that 
they always name Berwick, in mentioning a i&a>port; and 
Bourdeaux is almoft the only foreign hall^ known to their 
doubtful pages. They are merely private regulations, pro- 
bably Engliih, and compofed at Berwick, which, when (hips 
were of fifty tons, a^ired to be a port; and even Co late as 
the reign of James V demanded to be confidered as the ftaple 
for all Scotifh falmon imported into England \ 

Domeftic traffic was chiefly carried on at fidrs, ^ amiable 
and ufeful invention of the Roman catholic fiipei^tion. 

They were commonly held- on the ^y of the faint to whean 

* Afts, f. 7. Skene vocc firfbuh. 

* Ads J. in, 14.66, prohibiting further intercourfewhh theS'n^n, the Sluys, 
the Dam, or Bruges. A (Unite of Jaaies 1 , f. 18, implies no. (Uple, as it men- 
tions indifferently Zeland and Flanders. The chapel appears in a grant of 
James IV, 1512, Scotff. Cal. 

' MS. Harl. 4700, written about x 430 > and perhaps the ddeft extant of the 
Regiam Majefiatem. And fee ^ reign of James V. 
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1371 — the parifh church was dedicated, and fometimes on fundays^ 
H37 'rhither the merchant or the chapman brought his goods r 
'-“'^and the farmer and the peafant difpofed of their produfts, and 
returned to their wives, daughters, or miftrefles, with necef- 
faries, or little luxuries, the cloths and tools of Flanders, op 
the filks and fpiccs of Venice and the Eaft. 

Yet the defe£l of induftry in agriculture, pafturage, and 
manufaftures, occafioned as above mentioned a great balance 
againft Scotland, and affeded the coinage, which till the year 
1355 had been equal in name, weight, and purity, to the 
Englifli. In a parliament of June 1385, it was ordered that 
the moneyer Ihould ilTue coin of fterling purity, either from- 
bullion, foreign money, or vafes and other plate; and render 
out of the pound weight of filver twenty-nine Ihillings and 
four pennies, or in other words three hundred and fifty-two 
pennies. Thofc who bring blanks of France arc to have the 
fame weight, cxceflt the lofs of fix blanks in the pound. The 
Engliflf noble of fix fhillings and eight pence is ordered to go 
for feven Ihillings and eight pence Scotifh : the French crown 
of 47 dcniers for 43 Scotifh pennies and that of Flanders for 
47 and a.half-peni^y ; while the French mouton is to bear 50. 
The exportation of money, by fea or land, is prohibited, on 
pain of forfeiting the liim, and even the life of the offender to 
be in the king’s power ; except foreign merchants who bring 
corn,* wine, boards,, or the like necefilaries,. who may export 
their profits *. In the reigns of Robert III, and James I, 
Scotifh money was to the Englifh as one to two. The gold 
coinage of Scotland commences with the- aeceflion of the 
houfe of Stuart ’. 

Navigation 

* Reglftcr, f. 74. 

* Ahderfon Dipl. Grants of Robfert III appear to .Thomas Melville, officer 
of the mint, and. to Galfur Goldfmitb, coiner. Scotf. Cal. Harl. 4609, f. 121. . 
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Navigation continued in a ftate of imperfeftion. The (hort 1371— 
and heavy ihape of the fhips, with a high chamber on the H37 
poop and prow, or fore and back caftle, large tops like 
leries in the mafts, and other inartificial mechanifm, prefents 
a ftriking contraft to the light elegance, and rapid movements, 
of modern vcflels. Even the galleys, or fhips with oars, dif- 
played their high caftles, and a form far from agile. The 
lliips had thus left command of the fea, and were more ex- 
pofed to the ftorm, fb that it is no wonder that failing in the 
winter months was ftridlly prohibited. James T ordered with 
great juftice that, in cafe of fhipwrecks on the Scotifh coafts, 
foreign vefTels fhould undergo the fame laws as were pratSlifed 
in the countries to which they belonged ■*•. To judge from 
what little evidence arifes few foreign fhips vifited Scotland, 
and the little trade was chiefly conduced by the natives. 


SECTION V. 

Ecclejiajlic Hijlory^ Literature^ Language. 

In the middle ages the hiftoiy of literature is intimately 
conneded with that of the church ; and it is a Angular reveffe 
of chance and time when literary men, themfelves the priefls 
of the mufes, become enemies of their predecelfors the priefts 
and monks, whofe influence was only that of knowledge over 
ignorance. During thofe barbaitus times, when fcience was 
negleded, and force alone reigned, a literary man could not 

The latter was probably a foreigner, Fleming or Lombard. It is probable that 
the engravers for the mint alfo executed the feals of the middle ages, the belt 
productions of art in thefe times. 

♦ Acts, f. V. ai. A carrick of Lombardy was wrecked near Leith, OCt. 
V4.25. Bowar, 487. 
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1371 -,-purfuc his ejtcept in a moiiaftery : and there is rcalon! 

*437 tP beHcYC that inany cprdiahy dpfpifed the iuperilitions which 
’“"'''^they prpfeffed^ and had, like the ancient phUoit^ers, their 
exoteric doftrinc for the people, and their efoteric <br the 
learned : at Jeail this ieems. the tnoft rational way of account- 
ing for the fa-efervatien of mmy cla^Bcs, and woths of phi- 
lofophy, little accordant' with the ehrifliian purity, and do^trin&e; 
and for fbme minute but lingular circumftance?,. in feveral 
iculptures 8n4m<ini»lcripts of tboft times.. 

That chriflianity had an eminent effe^ in th.e progrefe of 
civiU^atlpn, it would he ablurd to deny. Its enemies aflfert 
that it introduced only new motives of dilbord, proferihed all 
vigour of inteUeft by the unbepUity of belief, excited innu- 
merable wars of religion, (a contradi^ion in terma almoA: 
unknown to the ancient world,) murdered mdUons for any 
ablurd dogma; and even by the fcverity of its dofirines, tended 
to vitiate or madden mankind, unable to obforve laws repug- 
nant to their nature. But foch are human aflairs that #h 
eminent advantage can be produced, without great concomi- 
tant difafters ; and the obje^ns’ proceed upon a fallacious 
ground, as being eftimated from a partial view of the influ- 
ence of duriltianity in civilized* times, inlVead’ of a general 
retrofpebl of its influence on barbarous nations^ and* periods.. 
The tenets of die ancient pKilofophers had' been confined to 
a few iiuiividUals; but the chrillian lylfom was diflufed through 
all ranks of men ; and ita progrds into the northern kingdoms 
is marked by the firft dawn, of fcience,, and' civilization. It 
was in itfelf a fyftem of education; and' diua accomplilhed 
what no, conqueft,. intprcourfc*. apt form. of gpvejrnment,. could 
have fiipplied ; and even where its firfli fteps are marlted. with 
blood', the temporary evil produced' a lading benefit, by abo- 
lilhing the coiidant wars and (laughters of favage lifo, and the 
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uxunolatson of htunan vidlima to deformed idols.- Realbn has 1 371^ 
as yet bad ik> poiwer over nadons, and enthufiafm alone eouM 1437 
produce iiich wide and lailing efFe 6 h: but while Ibme may 
doubt whether any particular fyilem cMf religion; be defigned 
by providea£» as an eternal fabric, ear as a icaifolding to hide 
and accoin^fh focne great defign, let us be’ contented to 
cribe to cdiriidianky its juft merits^ in advanch^ the ftaCe of 
barbaric Ipciety. 

The hiftory of the church of Sccdiuid preceding the re* 
formation prefents fow important events^ and the chief are 
mweven with the national annals. Only fome detached fofls 
and remarks are i%ierved for this place. 

The privileges of the Scodih church arc often conformed in 
the ftatutes, but are no where precifely enumerated. They 
ieeaa to have been an exemptbn from tribute and war^ and 
ftom the fentence of a temporal judge : a jiu£cial authority in 
the ipirituai caul^ of tkhes, teftamenfs, matrunonial and 
hdretkai affairs : freedom to let lands and tithes : fobmifTion 
to no foreign, church, but. to the: pope: alone: a- power- of 
holding provincial councils for the regulation of the national 
church; In benefices the pontiff had only the right of con- 
firmation and deprivation^ said the purchafe of any benefice • 
at Rome was ftridly prohibited. The bifhops were eledled by 
the chapter^ and the- royal' recommendation feems feldom to 
have intervetwed. Abbots were chofoir: by the monks alone ; 
the feeult^r clergy were named; by .the proprietors of the lands K - 

* Thefe clergy were either parfons, (re^rs,) or vicars* Nfany were in the 
appointment of the biiKops, and of collegiate bodies, whofe chapters they 
formed. Hence the lay patronage was much confined. The^ parochial anti- 
quities of Scotland have been littfe explored;. but the number of pari (li churches 
feems to have cncreafed fincc the reformationv It appears, from the foundation 
charter of the collegiate church of Dunbar, that a vicar’s falary. was about ten 
marks fbrling, or about feventy pounds modern currency. 

Many 
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1^71 — Many fees, and abbeys, were opulent; but Jatnes III feems 
1437 to have been the firft monarch who feized and made a traffic 
of the nomination. 

Winton gives a lingulaf tale, unknown to other writers, 
concerning the appointment of a biffiop of St. Andrews. In 
the year 1399 Walter Danielfton, parfon of Kincardin O Neil 
in Aberdeenfliire, by Ibmc means took pofleffion qf the caftle 
of Dunbarton. Three years after, on the death of Trail 
biffiop of St. Andrews, Thomas Stuart brother to the king 
was elected by the chapter, but not confirmed by the pope ; 
and Danielfton offered to furrendef Dunbarton, if the fee 
were affigned to him. The terms were accepted by Albany : 
but Danielfton only furvived this ftrange tranfadion half a 
year *. 

James I introduced the Carthufian order into Scotland : he 
found the Benedictine and Auguftinian monks fo relaxed in 
their difqjpline, that he wrote a letter of^^exhortation on the 
ftibjeCt to their abbots and friars T. After a lapfe of irear a 
century, a general council of the Scotiffi clergy was held at 
Perth in 1420; but its regulations are of little moment. 
Another council met Antony biffiop of UrbiAo in February 
1437, but the king’s death prevented any procedure 

The mals, pilgrimages, and preachings, formed the great 
objeCls of devotion. Bowar difplays the virtue of the mals, 
in faving three monks of his monaftery, who were bringing 
ale in a boat that was loft, with a credulity worthy of the ninth 
century ’. The moft noted pilgrimage appears to have been 
Whithern ; and James I iffued a general permiffion to the 

* MS. 886. ^ Bowar, 508. 

* Innes Eflay, II, 587. Bowar, 502. 

* Cont. Fordun, 467. 
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Englifli and people of Man to vifit that fanfluary Sermons 1371— 
in the vulgar tongue were not only delivered by the preaching ^ 4-37 
friars, but by fuch of the bifliopsi and other fe*cular clergy, as 
were capable. At the coronation of Robert III, 139a, 
Thomas bilhop of Galloway preached the iermon *. An idea 
of thefe lermons may be drawn from thofe at the opening of 
Englifli parliaments : latin fentences from fcripture were mixed 
with declamations in the language nf the country. . 

Scholaftic divinity continued to be regarded as the chief 
branch of literature : an idle iVudy, in which the powers of 
the human mind were conliimed in mere dilputation concern- 
ing ideal words, while things were neglefled or unknown. 

The acutenefs wafted on quidditiesi entities, and «her ab- 
furdities, might if applied to life, manners, or real fcience 
and philofophy, have made important difcoveries : but fuch is 
man, ever ready to abandon the important realities before 
him, and eager in purfuit of barren vifions. Tip the univer- 
fity of St. Andrews was founded in 141a, the Scotilh youth 
deligned for the church were chiefly educated at Paris and 
Oxfqrd’.. 

Amid many> important circumftances, which mark the ac- 
ceffiOn of the houle of Stuart, may be placed the commence- 

* 'Scotf.' Cal. “ The fauls of Whithdrn,” Rabelais, H, 32a, mentions the 
frequent pilgrimages to St. Trei^an, (Ringan, a Scotifii corruption of Niniao,) 
and I, 250, puts St. Treignan of Scotland, as a common oath. 

* Winton, 860. The homilies in latin were for the ckigy, and for publi- 
cation : but fermons in the vulgar tongue feem to have continued in all ages. 

The Anglo-faxoa homilies ace ittnumerable c and the pradice might be evinced 
from contemporary writers of all centuries, in France and other countries. 

Des Urflns in particular often mentions fermons, being himfelf an archbiihop. 

* The firft profeflbrfliips at St. Andrews were for fchool-divinity, canon- 
law, philofophy and logic ; the profeflbrs Lipdoris, Cornel, Shevis, Gill, j&c. . 
fiowar, 445.. 
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1371 — ment of a fucceflive ferics of Scotifti authors; while before 
**437 that period hardly half a dozen can be enumerated, at di/lant 
intervals, and \hole chiefly ' meagre chroniclers or rimers in 
latin. At the head of this feries {lands John Barbour arch- 
deacon of Aberdeen, who in 1375 wrote his celebrated hiflo- 
rical poem on the a^ons of king Robert the Great. He alio 
compofed a genealogy of the lungs of Scotland, from the fa- 
bulous Brutus of Geffrey of Monmouth, down to Robert II 
inclufive ; and endeavoured to render the new dynafly more 
lUuftrious by poetical embelliihment. This work is lofl ; but 
we learn that he derived the Stuarts from Wales, and from 
Fleance dc Waran, and fell into unchronological errors which 
Bowar {loints out, about fixty years after the appearance of 
this ideal genealogy, an offering of flattery on the altas of 
loyalty *. 

Jcdin of Fordun, an ufeful compiler of hiftory, alfb flourlfhed 
under Rtffier^L His work was however little known, till it 
was republilhi^ with large additions by Walter Bowar in the 
reign of James II. Thomas Barry, canon of Glafgow, and 
firft provoft of the collepate church of Bothwell, wrote a 
long latkii poem, in wkms kinds of rime, on the batde of 
Otterbum, 1 388. It is preierved by Bowary and is not without 
merit in its lingular line ' 

Andrew Winton, prior of Lochkven, con^ofed his riming 
chronicle of Scotland, udiile Murdac duke of Albany was 
regent, 1419 — 1424, as appears from his prayer that the fon 
of Robert Duke of Albany may equal his father James J 
is well known as a poet of great genius^ It is lately that Sir 

* Barbour’s Bnice, London 1789, pref. p. xix. Bowar, 543. 

* Cont. Fordun, 406. 

* MS. 901. The fruite of him God graunt to be 

Sik as in bis tyme was he.” 
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Hew of Eglinton, Etrik, Heriot, John Clerk, James Afflek, 1371 -' 
Mungo Lockhart of Lee, and Clerk of Tranent, old poets ^437 
mentioned by Dunbar, belong to this period : and we know 
that metrical romances were now common, . and formed a fa- 
vorite amufement of James 1 *. Barbour and Winton prefent 
ample Ipecimcns of the Scotilh language at this epoch. 

The civil, canon, and municipal, law, muft have been 
cultivated; but no certain work remains on thele topics, 
though the ftatutes evince confiderable Ikiil and prudence. 

Moral philol'ophy, imtural liiftory and philofophy, mathematics, 
medicine, pradical divinity, aftrology, chymiftry, were branches 
of fcience not uncultivated at this period, but no trace of 
them can be found iit Scotland. 

SECTION VI. 

Ornamental Arts^ Manners ^ Drefs. 

THE Hate of the arts was not fo mean as may be imagined. 
Architedhife, in particular, began to afliiine all the richnefs, 
of which the Gothic ftyle, is fufceptible. To the credit of 
Robert II and III it may he remarked, that no religious foun- 
dation is alcribed to them; and the revenues of the crown 
were keeped facred from fuperftition. Of the latter prince it 
is recorded, that when Annabella his queen endeavoured to 
perfuade him to cre£l a magniiicent tomb for himlelf, he an- 
fwered, with his accuRomed piety and hurailityi that he would 
prefer the meaneft fepulchre, as more proper for one of the 
worft of kings, and greateft of fmners’. The foundation of 

* Contetnp. account of his alTafllnation. * Bowar, 440. 
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1371 — monafteries had, in the preceding century;, remarkably fub- 
1437 fided. The wealth of the monks had rendered them volup- 
'“"^^'^tuous, illiterate, and remils in their duties, fo that even the 
malTcs for the founders appear to have been uncelebrated. 
Hence a new fpecies of religious foundation became falhion- 
able in the fifteenth century, that of collegiate churches or 
provoftrics, fo named bccaufe the lupcrior was ftylcd provoft. 
The fecular canons, or prebends, formed a body at the college 
church, occupied in divine fervice, and finging malTes for the 
founders, while their vicars ferved their refpeftive parilh 
churches. Thefe collegiate edifices, with fbme foundations 
for the Obfervantincs, a branch of the Francifeans or Gray 
Friars remarkable for auflerity, prefent the moll: certain and 
genuine fpecimens of ecclelialiric architedure at this period; 
llich as Dunbar, Bothwell, Botham, Corftorphin 

The larger caftles continued to be diftinguifhed by one or 
two exterior walls, and a court in the centre of which flood 
a large and high tower, or donjon. Some there were which 
approached to more modern architefture, being built around 
a central court, and only fortified with a ditch and draw- 
bridge. Every laird or country gentleman had his fortaliccy 
or tower, a lofty edifice with fmall windows, fiirmounted by a- 
flat flone roof and battlements, and fecured by a ditch. In 
towns the tew chief houfes had more of the modem flyle, 
fortification being unnecellary while the town was guarded by 
a wall and ditch. The architefihire feems to correlpond with 
the Flemilh; the Scotifh artifims perhaps fludying in Flanders... 

» Spottifwoode, Religious Houres. ' Winton ms. 835, gives fome account 
of the architecture of a part of the church of St. Andrews, which had been 
burnt down, and was rebuilt by biihop Landai, 1341 — 1385.. Tombs of con- 
fidcrabte elegance are alfo found in Scotland, of the period now under view ; 
but nothing is known of the artifts. 
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Bo war celebrates James I for the conftrudioii of palaces, 1571— 
and reparation of caftles, but he does not fpecify the inftances *, *437 
Gardening was alfb a favourite amuiement of that prince ; 
and Bowar mentions his delight in planting herbs, and trees, 
and in grafting The ufe of pot-herbs leems never to have 
been interrupted in the middle ages ; and conRant intercourfe 
with Flanders, a celebrated feat of horticulture, muft have 
given the Scots a tafte for gardening. The monafleries in 
particular were diftinguilhed for good gardens and orchards ♦. 

In painting it is probable that no native artift arofe, though 
James I was himfelf an eminent calligrapher, illuminator, and 
painter in miniature *. But Venice had already introduced 
many arts from Conftantinople, and in the current of com- 
merce had^ imported them to Flanders. Oil-painting in par- 
ticular was known for centuries, before John Van Evck about 
,1410 made fbme improvement, which gave him the fallacious 
honour of being confidered as the inventor In the erediion 
of the palaces, colleges, and churches, often commemorated 
in this century, it feems impoffible that painting fhould have 
been forgotten. An old writer mentions that, on the execu- 

* Cent. Ford. 514. 

’ Ibid. 505. Till the year 1500 the gardens even in France had only 
freilles, herceaux, ienmUes, preaux, /leges, et pavilions de verdure. Le Grand, 

I, 150. 

* There is an idea, or tradition, that coleworts were introduced in the north 
of Scotland by Cromwell's foldiers. They may have laid out a few gardens, 
or introduced fome particular cabbage or pot-herb, but okra were common in 
Scotland in 1267. Fordun, 11 , 105. The provincial council of 1269 mentions 
the tithes of gardens in town or country. Wilkins, I, 611. And in the pre- 
ceding century David I was fond of gardening, as Atlrcd obferves in his life. 

Vitae San£t. Sc. 444, 449. Arnoldus Villanovanus, A.D. 1300, enumerates 
three forts of cabbage, white, green, and frizzled. See alfo Crefeentius dc 
Agricultura. 

’ Bowar, 505. * Rafpe on oil-painting, 17811 410. 
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i^yi— tion of Murdac duke of Albany, his fons, and Lennox, 1425, 
1437 they were buried in the Blackfriars church at Stirling, on the 
fouth fide of the great altar, with paintings of their perfons 
and arms". Heraldic painting, at leaft, muft have been 
common *. 

James I was alfo diftinguiflied for his Ikill in mufic ; and 
the chronicler in celebrating this talent throws fome light on 
the ftate of mufic in Scotland at the time. That prince, he 
fays, fungwell; and played on the tabor, bagpipe,, pfaltery, 
organ, the flute, the harp, the trumpet, the Ihepherds reed : 
on the harp in particular his performances were admirable, and 
were highly applauded both by Irifh and Englifli mafters 

In the confideration of the manners of the great, hunting 
forms an eminent feature. Deer-ftealers wefe feverely 
puniflied; and a ftatute appears ordering that no partridges, 
plovers, black-cocks, muir-cocks, nor other game, be taken 
from the beginning of Lent till Auguft, under a penalty of 
forty flnllings'. Falconry feems to have been a favourite 
diverfion of Murdac duke of Albany ; and was long to continue 
in high efteem *. ' 

But tournaments prelented the grandeft theatre of enter- 
tainment. In 1390 Sir David Lindfay of Glenelk, afterwards 

^ “ Figiiris, et armis, eorundem, depiftis.” Extra£la e Chron. Scot. p. 272, 
apud Douglas Peerage, p. 397. For paintings A. D. 1400, fee the StatiAical 
Account of Scotland, I, 329, 

* The engraving of fcals, one of the chief arts of the middle ages,, may alfo 
be confidcred as belonging to heraldry. 

* Bowar, 504, 505. The terms are, tympana et. choro, pfalterio et ergane, 
tibia et lyra, tuba et fijiula , . ., cithara. 

* Afls, f. 7. 19. In 1416 a pair of llorks, eican/ee, built in the fteeple of 
St. Giles, Edinburgh, and remained a year. Bowar 449. The crane,«,^x, 
is commemorated in Adomnan’s life of Columba, Vitz S. S. 96. 

* It is firft mendoned by Firmicus in the fou^h century. Le Grand, I, 
320, fays the hound, and glove for the falcon, on a tomb, Blew a pacific per- 
fonage j the lion, helmet, &c. a warrior. ‘ 
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earl of Crawford, paffing with a gallant train to a tourneiy, *37*"” 
appointed at London by Richard II, overcame lord Wells, a 
valiant knight, both in the horfc and foot combat : and the 
circumftances are detailed with minute pride by the Scotilh 
chroniclers On the day after the conteft, a Ipecimen arofc 
of the rude wit of the timej an Englilh knight laying that 
there were no doubt bold men in Scotland, but fiich were the 
iflue of the Englifh illicit intercourfe with Scotifli ladies, 
during the conqueft of that kingdom to which Sir William 
Dalyel, a knight in Lindfay’s train, retorted that the calc 
might be true, but that it was equally certain that a propor- 
tional degeneracy had taken place among the Englilh warriors^ 
the progeny of valets, cooks, clowns, and fathers confeffors, 
whom the ladies had admitted to their arms, during the ab- 
lence of. their lords in Scotland. And Sir Piers Courtenay, 
an Englilh knight, royal champion, and brother to the pri- 
mate, wearing on his lleeve an embroidered falcon, with this 
motto, 

I beer a f^con, faired; of dicht. 

Who fo pinches at her, his death is dicht 
In graithJ 

Dalyel affumed a fimilar drelsi with the badge of a magpye, 
and this device, 

I beer a py pykkand at ane pcs, 

Quhafa pykkis at her, I fal pyk at his ncfe 
In faith. 

The challenge was underftood, and accepted ; but the afiair 
terpainated ip a ludicrous demand of Dalyel, that, as by the 
laws of tournament, the champions oug}it to be perfectly equal,. 

* Winton 853—856, 

and 
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1371— and he had lofl: an eye at the battle of Otterburn, Courtenay 
H37 of courfe (hould have one of his extinguiflied before the com- 
bat *. In 1 394 the earl of Moray was llain in a tourney with 
the earl Marflial of England ; and in 1407 Mar was defeated 
in a fimilar conteft James I feems not much to have en- 
couraged thefe Ipedaclcs : and it is his higher praife that he 
brought the realm to fuch tranquillity, that there was no occa- 
fion to proceed to any court in arms, nor to raife any fpear, 
except tliat which hwe the royal pennon, the mark of his 
omniprefcnt authority 

While the commonalty were lo much attached to the foot- 
ball and golf, that pofitivc ftatutes became neceflary againft 
thefe diverfions, in order that archery might meet with due 
attention, the great amufed themfclves with pawme or tennis. 
The difpolal of the evening, a great ohjedl: in a life of eafe, 
forms a marked diveriity in the manners of the great in dif- 
fereht ages. Among the ancients the chief repaft, at that 
time, beguiled the fatigues of the day. But the barbaric 
duftoms of a large dinner in the morning, and a flight flipper 
three or four hours after noon, left the evening liftlefs, fbli- 
tary, and vacant. The game of tables or draughts, flipplied 
modern cards ; and the minftrels now and then atoned for the 
want of theatric exhibitions. The evenings of James I pafled 
in playing at chefe, or tables, reading romances, flnging, 
piping, harping: the voidie, pr parting cup, was the flgnal 
of retiring to reft 

In food little luxury foems to have been known, till James I, 
who had reflded nineteen years in England, fet the example 

* Bowar, 423. * Caxton’s Higden, f. v. 398. Winton, 903. 

* Bowar, 51a. ’ Contemp. account of his aflaffination. 
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of a higher ftyle of living *. Under Robert II, the Erench 1 571— 
knights could procure no wine but at a great price ; the ale *437 
was no better than fmall-beer, and the bread was of barley or 
oats Among the Romans indeed barley bread was the food 
of gladiators, to give them ftrength ; it was alfb a favorite of 
the Greeks, and Hippocrates has written in its praile. In the 
cookery of the middle ages meat was highly fealbned ; and 
even the wines were often mingled with fpices. Diflilled 
fpirits are unmentioned even in the fou^of Europe, till about 
the year 1300; “^ind were chiefly confined to the fhop of 
the apothecary till the fixteenth century. * There feems little 
mention of brandy or whiikey in Scotland, till the reign of 
Charles II 

The drefs of the common people has already been defcribed ; 
but that of the great was more complex. The linen fhirt 
began to be ufed, over which was a doublet, or veft with 
fleeves ; and the jacket or the gown fupplied the modem coat ‘. 

The 


* Hence the loud complaints of Boyce againft the luxuries introduced by 
James I. Winton, 904) mentions Mar's open houfe and table, at the fign of 
the Tin plate, a tavern in Paris. Tin or pewter plates now began to be ufed 
inftead of wood. 

® Froiflart, Tome ll, f. 182, 

* Aqua vita diftillcd from wine was known as a medicine in Prance, about 
the middle of the twelfth century, and feems a produft of Arabian chymiftry 
imported by the crufaders. Arnoldiis Villanovanus A* D. 1300 ii the firft how- 
ever who fpeaks in precife tcrn>$ of aqua vita^ and recommends it for moll 
diforders, in his book on the prefervation of youth. Lc Grand Vie Pf iv€e des 
Francois, Paris 1782, 3 vols. 8vo, Tome III p. 63, fcqq. And heel fc where 
obferves that the diftillers arc not known as a cortfrairie at Paris, till 1537. 
Schoockius de Ccrcvifia, 1661, fays that corn-fpirit is derived from Ruffia. 
Whiikey was originaHy the Irilh Ufqucbauh,. a literal tranflation of aqua vita, 
being barley, faflFron, and fugar, dcco£led, and mixed with corn-fpirit. 

* The gown when very clofe was called a circoat, and fometimes by the fe- 
male term kirtil, as appears from the catalogue of the wardrobe of Henry VI f I 
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1371— The hbfe, dr breeches and ftockings in one piece, and flioes 
•437 of cordwain^ cordovan or Spanifh leather; and the hood, or 
filken or velvet cap, ornamented with jewels, completed 
the drefs. An a 6 t of James I prohibits any to wear filk, or 
the finer furs, except tbofe lords and knights whofe income- 
amounted to two hundred marks a year, and their heirs ; the 
ufe of embroidery, pearls, or ornaments of plate, was alike 
reftrifted ; but others might wear ferpes, belts, broaches, and 
chains The belt, ||p girdle, formed alfo a neceflfary article 
of the drefs of the great : and there were other modes adapted 
to different ranks and occafions, the mantle or fhort cloke 
open at one fhoulder, the tabard or loofe jacket, and the like. 
But the gown and the robe, and their furring, conftituted 
grand objedfs of diftindlion and expence, being generally of 
filk, velvet, or cloth of gold. Other particulars may be 
learned from tlie contemporary account of the aflaflination of 
James I : that prince was “ {landing in his night-gown, all 
undrefTed fave his fliirt, his cap, his comb, his coverchief, his 
ixared pynfons upon the form.” Shoes with long peaks, 
faflened to the knees with chains of gold or filver, were in 
fafhion for fame time, as appjears from numerous authentic 
teflimonies ; but it is remarkable that they occur in no paint- 
ing nor illumination *. 

The 

in Strutt, {II, So, confifting of robes, gowns, kirtles, coats, and doublets, 
where a kirtle with lleeves is mentioned. And in the Speculum Regale, p. 286, 
a man’s tunic is vsttiai. KyrtU-flaus. The gown was put on as a ihirt is, and 
was girded. Circoat Ihotild be furctUy as being. over the coat or jacket, often 
worn over the dauilety fo called apparently as being a double drefs under the 
jacket. Juvenal des UrGns deferibes, p. 177, the whole drefs of Charles VI 
as conGGing of a Giirt, veG, ijpfPon) robe, hofe, and bouts. 

* A£tt, f. V. 20. 

♦ The Eulogium Britanniae, written apparently in the beginning of the reign 
of Richard II, 1377, gives the ol^ft teGimony concerning, thefe chains ; and 

Rofs 
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The drefs of the ladies confifted chiefly of the kirtil^ or clofe 1371— 
gown and petticoat in one piece, and the mantle. Other i 437 
articles were, the voylkot or under petticoat, ihift of fine lin- 
nen from the Netherlands, hofe or high<iiftocking8 of linnen or 
woolen cloth, and Ihoes of leather from the Morocco 

or Spain. ’ Nor ought the girdle, and the broach, which 
faflened the mantle, to be onjitted. The head*dre& appears 
to have varied confiderably, according to the rank or' tafte of 
the wearer 

Rofs (Warw. Chron. p. 205) fays they began in that reign. They were 
probably confined to it, whence thor rarity in illuminations : but (hoes with 
long pikes appear in the ftatutUftg £. IV. c. 5, repealed 24 £. IV, 1483, 
and are common in mss; . 

* In defcribing the female drefs, Chaucer (MiQer's Tale) mentions the ftint 
or girdle, the hamu-eloth or apron, (hift embroidered round the neck with black 
filk, forming a collar, white vtlupere or cap with a fillet or ribbon, leathern 
purfe with filk talTels and ornaments of metal, broad broach, fhoes high laced. 

The wylicot, hofe, and order of the garter, he modeflly omits : the kirtil and 
ina^tlc he paiTes as trivial. 
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BOOK VI. 

CONTAINING THE REIGN OF JAMES II. 


Minority and r^ency — truce with England — Crichtort^ Eivingf- 
ton, and Douglas — marriage of the queen dowager — execution 
of Douglas — marriage treaty wit^j^etagne — -Jiower of Douglas 
—fall of Crichton and. Livingfipn—death: of the dauphinefs,^ 
and the queen daw e^er— execution of Living/lonr—EngliJh in- 
curfons — battle of Sark — marriage of James, his charader 
and ad 'rve authority — parliament — affairs with Douglas — 
his treafons — murder of Maclellan — Douglas fobbed by the 
king — commotions allayed — tranquillity — univerftyofGlafgow 
founded — grand-rebelHon of Douglas — quelled— confiid at Ar- 
kinholm — death of Moray and Ormond— parliament — James 
invades England — truce— parliament— fege of Roxburgh — 
death of James.. 

1437 F the' reign, now about to be deferibed, no original and 
V-/ authentic Ij^ftory r«nains; and at a period when we 
might exped a light fb ftrong, as to illuminate the minuteft 
features of aftion, and of charafter, a. kind of twilight fur- 
rounds us, in which only a few large object can be deemed. 
The ads of parliament, and' other records, ■ prefent unques- 
tionable evidence ; but it is not in the fixed formality of fuch 
writings that the moft interefting details of hiftory are to bd* 
found ; and any regular epiflplary correspondence concerning 

public 
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public affairs Scotland cannot difplay, till towards the end-; of X437 
the reign of James IV. Thefe fetnarka are inti-oduced to'-*"''^ 
fblicit ^ome indulgence for tl:^ part of the narra- 
tion; in which howeyer no kboto fparai to recover 

authentic 'fa£te, and to place thetti jinadifUnift pQint of view 
- . X parliament bcihg caUed at Edinburgh,’ the’ ifirfl: objeft was 25 Mar 
the coronation bf the youngfJdngi', now only in Advfixdi year 
of his. age, and which ^aft^j^elhmzed on the twenty-fifth 
day of March, then reptited^&e firft day of a new year * ; the 
next, was ah a«S; pa0bd to revoke all alienations of lands, hr 
other property^ belohgirig to the crown, fince ’the death Of the 
late king, except granted by fihe cemf^t of the thite iftates ; 
and to declare all future alieiiatioas void, fave thofe wai*ranted 
in nice manner, until the king fliall have attained his twenty- 
firft year 

' Bowar, the contiauator of Fc^duar |ermlnates’ his Uftorical labours; with 
the death of James I. The fcanty origiilal materials,, for the reign of the 
fecond James, arc chiefly the brief notices at the end of Bowair’s work, p. 518 — 

52c, 'and the hiito^by John Mair, Paris 1521, Edih. 1740, 4to. p. 322—326, 

4 iis injudicious narraive of Etigliflt ttf&irs abridging the ml objeA of his work. 

He&or Boyce clofed the firft editipto of his. flsbks, 1527, 'With^hc death of 
James I : and happy had it been fpr our hiftory, if he had not written the reign 
of James 11 at great length i which, after circttlating in ms. and being tranflated, 

(with the interpolation of two large paflageS after mentioned,} by Undfay of 
Pitfeottie,. was pidsU&ed iti the fecond edifton of Boyce’s biftory by EBrrerius, 

Paris X574. Not onli^fhas Lindlay tnnllated Bc^ce^ febulous account, but. . 

Lefley aW Buchanan^h^tve bisen copt^od to abr^e it, without correifti^s; or 
new f^ds, In this reign only will l^yce . be occalionally quoted, and' with 
■inuch'hefidition.';'- '' ' ' ' ’• 

■ With the rii^ of Jiffies lli tcoBuhehik-^foiw; hiftwia^ 
never 'borrowing fi||)mt.«iwb eftier, Lihd%, Feiyp^ Buchansn. 

* A&s, f. 26. The date amtp^ numy fimijia^ ewn^^ 

.March. But fee>Ruddttiuih’8 notes pn Budutniin, . 1 , 4^ The continuator 
of Bbw'ar, p. 5^18, ri^tly dines the cdrbliaftDavpf Jdd^ oii tlie’25th March. 

* Ads, -ibid. " 
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In our of conftitutional information it is not to be 

difcoYere4 by whom this parliament was fummoned. Late 
wrUaers alTert that this high privilege Was exerted by die officers 
of,ih4:e; but their duty certainly expired with the decealed 
lovereign, and the facfcdrtmth that fuch officers belong to 
the nati^ is a modern difcoveiy. Th&fame authors careleisly 
inform us that thOigovernment was divided, by the parliament, 
between Sir Wdliam Crichton the chancellor, and Sir Alex- 
ander Livingdon appoiat<^ keeper of the king’s perfon. Both 
afco^nJits feem more than doubtful. . There is every reafon to 
believe, from the repeated oaths of fidelity ordered by James I 
to- be taken to hi^ queen* and Trom; other circumftances, that 
the late monarch, had, by hb telbment, appointed the queen 
regent, with a chofen council ♦i that the parliament was called 
by the regency : and, diatCtichton and Livingflnn. were not 

♦ TTie cont^ppnuy MS. on the death- of James I aferi bes die puniflimcntof 
the* regicides to the queen, an indiedtibh that the chief power. Svas in. her hands. 

Of (he MS. annals, of this reign by Sir James Baifbiir a ttahfeript has been 
obtained i, but they of little value, and chiefly abrii%e 4 £^ Bojee's hiftory. 
He mentions die following perfopt as ^the:,counoii: of. Sir.Willian* 

Crichton, Archibald earl of Douglas, William lord, Hay, grpat condable, James 
lord Ltndfay, Walter Halibiirton, tr^urer, braes Kei^^y bifliiqp of St- An- 
drews, Henry Lighten bilh<q> df 'Moray,. Mr.^WtliiamTruml^l,.keeper-of the 
piivy-feal. . Livingftoh as keeper Of tlK ’ktp^’s'^rifoh Sir James regsuds as 
poflei&d ^ the chief outhonty : bm this councilis prdwbly from fopie record, 
as he datesits eledtiori 27th March. Yet Kenricdy w#; not biihop, od' St. An- 
drews^till 1440; the^ifhbp of Moray Was John tVihcrhefter; Lighton was 
bifhdp of Aberdeen.' (Keith’s Bilhops.J' So inuch Jor Sir James’s accupey. 

From Scotdarvet’s Calendws thd folieWng bflteen appeaiWoivatits the beginr 
ning of this reign: Sir William CrkWn, duncdlor ; Alexander Livingfton, 
of Calendar; James Liyihgfton, captain of StirUi^{caiftle.i William Truai* 
bull, keeper pf. the privy-feal ; Sir Robert Lau^r of Edrington and Bafs, 
judiciary; J<dm Railfloo, fecretary; Richard Craig, dire^or of chancery;' 
Walter Halibnrton, treafurer ; John Shevis, clerk of regider ; Nicol Ottirbum, 
official of Lothian. 


indebted 
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indebted to the national council for their power, but derived 1437 
it -from the will of Jstmes 1 . It is moft improbable that a 
proud ariftocracy Ihould have foH2dfc?ih; their pretcnfions, upon 
this great occafion : but that die late king appointed 

two gentlemen of reputed wi0(»m ’and integrity, in oppofition 
to the dangerous ambitioia of the nobles, b 
his charader, and hij^y '>b‘edible. A lim^r ieries' df <^ents 
enfued to thofe wMch occur .in the minority of lames V : the" 
fpirit of the nation, and of the times, was litde adapted tO' 
the conduct of a female hand,' not only feeble, but expoled 
to juft rufpicion, becaufe the queen was a native of England,; 
between which country and Scotland had long ftibftfted either ^ 
open enmity, or inveterate jealouly. Finding that her power 
could not command confidence, nor influence, loon fliflink 
from it; and left, Crichton and livingfton to maintain their 
turbulent elevation.. 

An open, war with EngMd 1 ^ taken place before the deadi 
of James and the .f^ of tlmt prince was not fuch as to 
Iblicit peace; but the prelent Ibte; of Scotland, under the 
diftraftions of a minbrity, rendered a treaty defircable. After 
feme negotiation, a lafe Conduft was granted, hy Henry VI, 18 Sept, 
to John bilhop of Glalgpwi AleMhdeVSeton of Gordpb, , Sir 
Walter Ogilyy, and Sir John Eorfter^; as embafiatiors ftpm 
Scotland * : yet, from feme unknown .caufe, probably i^dif- 
fenfibn hetween. CrichtPh and Livingfton, , thefe embaiTadors 
were not fent. Soon after, other pcifons were appointed, 30 JJov, 
namely the lords GotdiMX and Mont^mery, Methven provoft 

' Rymer, X, . 6 ‘f^. ■ le 1402 this hbtife of Cmdon clofed m a daughter, 
to SetPm, of this noble family. So io 1660 the title of. 

Hsmttibn p{^(f to dw IkiU 
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1438 of Lineludeny fecretary to the king, and John Vans efquite; 
3 "* and a trube of nine years was fandiorifed *; 

• we cfcklk the ddub^fid acOTunts wM we havt of this 
f^|n, Ctichtdn 'had fOiidd ' means, pfotoably by the ' foperior 
irtflucnte of his olfidc, as to toirt pofleflibn of the 

infant iitgy whom "he retained iwl&e of Edinburgh. 
■Jlte^ueen, the jdft claitft of Livingfton, Ity a ftra- 

obtaift^^ ’ahil cbhfeycd herlbn to SWling, ahd dethiered 
him to the liw bf his le^i guardian. ' The Chancellor applied 
to Archifb^ eaft'bf Douglas for his afliftance. Which was de- 
fied : "Li'i^iiigftbn invfcfted tite caftle of Edinburgh ; but he 
and ^thb ehahccilor agreeing 'to join agaihft Douglas, concord 
was reftbred'^.'"-: ' 

There Cannot be a ftronger pfdbf of thb ighoratiCe'bf our 
earlier writers, concernfeg tlus reign, %aii ihCir 
the powerful earl of Douglas was nCgiefted, while it is known, 
fiom authentic records, That ^ held the high office of liehte- 
27 Nov. slant general , of the kihgdbnai and eveit ffim a parlia’- 
1420 ment*. In another national- alPsmbly it was Ordered that the 
13 Mar. lord lieutenant, and the king’s chofen council, fliould hold two 
feffions yearly for the adhimifl^atiotf of jultice : and that the 
lord lieutenant (ho|f!td*ieiae any rebels, or de^odlers, lodged 
or ftrongholds, and enforce them to find furcty for 
th* |^od behaviour But Arehibald’earl Of Douglas died 
this year } and W^ fucceedod by his fon, a youth whofe years 

* Rymer, X, 679, 689 . Rytner ernMiewi% ft^fKifesWeiniu^ Jaiues I to 
have l}appemd between the corami^ns Qf- %|ttBti(tber ;a||id N(^^ a ftnuige 

miftake, as any Scotifli hiftbry mi^t have i^ieWn'tha^ itlhappened jn lent. 

’ Boyce, lib. XVIll, init. LindfayV tranllatioai Edit. £dia. 

1778, 8VO. ■■ '' , X „ A'- 'l 

J Aberc. II, 319, from ms. records. • A^, f. v. 26. 
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did not exceed fourteen) and were too. immature, to (uppbrt 1439 
the dignities of his father,'. w- . 

Meantime petty feuds and commptiom destroyed the public 
peace and welfare : the flood of ariflocra|dc. tyranny and vio- 
lence, which had been confined by the, government of 
James I, bnrft the' temporary bsuri^rsy and delt^j^ thie ^uutry* 

Joanna, the quepn-mother, noarried Sir James, ji^jrt,. com*, 
monly called the Black knight of Lorn : the barba|ifin.of the 
age rendering it unlafe for a woman of rank to remaan without 
the protedion of a warlike hufbsKjid. ,Bub Sir James.’ Stuart 
being a fiiend to the family of Poliglas, as is laid, Livingflon 
confined him, and his elder ijrother,' and even > the queen, till 
they engaged not to fiipport the houfe of Douglas. The fruit 1440*' 
of Livingftbn’s infolence was that the. chancellor, by .anp^er 
ftratagem, recovered the poffeffion of the king's perfon, and 
conveyed him to Edipbufgh. But^ by the mediation of friends* 
a lafling agreement was atdength.formed between them ; and 
the king was committed to Livingfl;on’s.carc,.as prdercd by his 
deceafed father « 


* Boyce and Lindfay date the death of Dougin in 1439. . His ej^kaph,. 
Hume’s Dougl. I, 267, bears that he ^ied the:2bth kwe 1438 : but three origi- 
nal deeds confute this date, Aberc. li^ 319, ahd ihei^'at for M.cccc.xxxvnit 
(1439) Hume read ^3^ 4 ai iiQt tmft«|uent»Merrc8|ie<W8date might^^^^ 
in an ^itaphj if.placed loog^fteillte^j^veQVi 

* Bk}^e, lib^,XyIU.. Tbe imprifocment 

of the queen is ^idenced by a ether, ta’Alexsmder<Napier, comp for 
his fervice to thb queen-mother^, to the king, and tlw recbitripence of a hurt 
ih hk' body,: fC the ftmi'bf the : trait^oOs betrityli^’ ind^l^^nfiuiment of 
the faid qn^V.by AlexShd^!Ltvirii^nV ^ *I%e huidrgranted are thofe 

of Phi}(lc,‘m'’the k>rdflii]^ bf^^^h^ thc khig’s 

hahds'hlr^^he forfeiturnof die fal^ AleimiNiiin'L^ be held blanch for 

afiiver penhy : 7 i^rch.i449-5p. Slw^. Cat fub {kta. 

Howdllr 
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1440 However this be, it is certain that a parliament was held at 
Stirling % in which it was decreed that the privileges of the 
clergy ihould be obferved : that the adminiihrators of juilice 
ihould hold their leflions twice a year : and, by a remarkable 
ad, that the king ihould ride dirough the realm, imme- 
diately upon inliUigence being fent to his ribuncil, wherever 
any rebellion, flaughter, burning, robbery* outrage, or .theft, 
happened ; to call the ihciiff of the ihira, wherein the crime 
was committed, before him, and before he leaves the ihira^^o 
remedy the mifehief and punilh the offenders ; in the ex^du- 
tion of which ordinance all the barons, with one affent, arc 
obliged to aflift In this Angular decree we find the legif- 
lative body regarding the king in the modern light of a chief 
magiftrate, bound equally with the meaneft-fubjed to an obe- 
dience to the laws: yet it may be fufpeded that this new ftyle, 
nfed by the parliament, flowed from temporary circumfiances, 
and not from fixed principles of the conftitution ; the nonage 
of the king evidently pointing the ad to thofe who had the 
cuftody of his perfon, as implying Chat the fovereign was not 
to be the prilbncr of an individual, but the free inlpcdor of 
his kingdom at large. 

The ^wer of thUhoufe of Douglas had arifen to a formi- 
dable height, and was during this , feign to contend with the 
royal authority. Galloway, Ani|mdale, and other extenfive 
territpries in Scotland, the duchy of Toufabc and lordfliip of 
LongucvUlc in France, rendered tq the duef qf that family 
revenues perhaps equivalent to thofe of the ScotUh monarch. 
The young carl, now in his fixteenth year, poffefifed the im- 
petuous Ijpiijt, and haughrinefe, natur^tolfii age and fortunes. 


His 


* Afts, {f V. • 
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His higheft title, that of duke of Touraine % which a weak 
regency had permitted the houfe toaffume, diid which impolicy 
had not applied* to the French king to dilibontinue, emboldened 
the Douglas to regard himfelf as a foreign'prince, independent 
of the laws of his country. The prudeiwse of age might have 
induced a concealment of ponap, and power, from the fear of 
and danger ; but, in the arrogance of youth, William 
earl of Douglas difplayed a conilant train of one,thoufand 
herfe, and a dazzling magnificence in his houfehold ; nay he 
W0UI4, even create knights,, and hold courts in imitation of 
pa^kp^nts*. 

The chancellor, wlio, by his office, was <^iefly charged to 
fee the due execution of the laws, was irritated at the infults 
offered to them by the power of Douglas, Inftead of bearing 
with the young earl’s infplence, in the. hopes that a few years 
would infiife moderation and prudence into his condu^; *111^ 
flead of fecretly uling the king’s influence with the court of 
France, that the foreign titles and pofleflions might be with- 
drawn from the family, Crichton refblviad to cut off the earl, 
and his brother ; a meafiire wliich might perhaps have admit- 
ted fome apolog/,' had tl^y been advanced to maturer age, 
for it feems ftriftly equitable that an op|lreflbr, *who is above 
the procedure of juftice, may be facrificed to the laws, with- 
out any procedure of juftice ; but which, while we confider 
the tender age of the offenders, muft be pronounced unjuft, 
murderous, and tyrannical. Nay when the confequences are 

* This title was proudly borne in Scotland. Margaret dnehefs of Touraine, 
countefs of Douglas and Lougucville, occurs in two' chatters about this time. 
Scolft. Cal. Hsirl. 4.620 (unpagrf, but beg. J. li.) She was the king’s aunt, 
the widow of Archibald fir ft duke of Touraine, flain in 1424. 

* Boyce, lib. XVIIi. Lindfay’s tranll. p. 13. 
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1440 lecn, this a6l will appear weak and impolitic, and will incur 
the bittcreft charge of depravity, that of ineffectual guilt. 

By plaufible invitations, and flatteries, William earl of 
Douglas, his brother David, and Malcom Fleming of Cum- 
bernauld, a faithful* adherent of the family, were inveigled 
into the caftle of Edinburgh, and after an infldious entertain- 
ment, and a brief and delulbry trial, were beheaded ^ The 
earldom of Douglas fell to the next male heir, James lord of 
Abercorn, llirnamed the Groff, a prudeijt and peaceable ma^n, 
but who unfortunately •enjoyed his title only two years, and 
deft a turbulent William, the third of that name : the un- 
entailed effates of Galloway, Wigton, Balvenie, Orjnond, and 
Annandale, were inherited by Margaret, fiftcr of the murdered 
earl, commonly called The Fair Maid Galloway, who wed- 
ded her coufln the third William, thereby reftoring the houle 
of Oouglas to all its power *. The want of wildom in the 
government, upon this occaflon, exceeds belief ; but it is eafier 
to commit a murder, than to perform an aClion of common 
prudence, and crimiJ^ought never to infer ability. Margaret 
was apparently a ward of the crown ; at any rate the new earl 


* Cont. of Bo^r, 518, {#!id Bowar, 496, note.) Chron. Mid of Winton. 
Mair, 322. Among the fables of Boyce, and all becomes fable in his hands, is 
the talc of thebull’s head, psrelented before Douglas as a fymbol of death. Such 
a flgna! were abfurd in itftlf, and the height of impolicy. As Boyce connedls 
die Scots with the Egyptians, &c. this fymbol may peibaps be traced in foroe 
andient author: at prefeiit it fuiSces to £iy.that it was unknown to Scotiih hif- 
tory and manners. 

* Yet James the Grofs held thefe titles, or his epitaph is again erroneous. 
Hume Dougl. I, 29J. In a charter of 1440 he is fpccially called earl of Anen- 
Uale, and lord Balvcny. Scotft. Cal. Wigton and Ormond do not appear, “and 
may have been unentailed. If James bad Galloway, &c. why did they not pafs 
to his Ion ? Beatrix, wife of James the Grofs, is, by fome writers, confounded 
with the fair maid of Galloway. 


WUliam, 
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William, and the heirels, were within the degrees of confan- 1440 
guinity, and he was forced to apply fecretly to the pope for a v— » 
difpeniatioD, which not arriving lb Ipeqdily as he hoped he 
married her on Good Friday, m the time of Lent, a day and 
penod elleemcd as unlawful as the nlarIiagCS^ The oppofition 
to this cohn« 9 iion ought 4 b hate 'been cogent, the pretexts for 
annulling it wefe juft: but for this unaccountable negleft the 
regency, the nation, the king, were afterwards fufficicntly to 
fuffer. 

An embaffy arrived firom Bretagne^ to pri)pole a marriage 14 4.1 
between Francis count de Montfort, Ibn and heir of John V 
furnamed the Good aud Wife, a^ I&bella of Scotland lifter 
to the king*. The pre^jofids Were fttvourably heard; and Stir 
George Crichtom adiniral of Scodand % Foulis archdeacon of 
St. Andrews, and William Monipeny efeuire, who was after- 

wards 

» Boyce, lib. XVlII. LindfayV tfanll. jo. Hume's Doug). I, 293, 294. 

Yet the fail is doubtful. She feems to have been very young, and only affianced > 
for in Feb. 1449-50, appears a grant of her marriage to carl Scotft. 

Cal. and publiflied in Hay's Vindication of El. Mote> p. 66» 

* Lobineau Hift. dc Bret. Paris 1707, i^io/ p..&i9. 'Onjhis occafion 
J^obincau relates, after Argentr6| that On the return of his envoys, Hit^nt and 
Pcncoedic, duke John V alking their opinion of the lady, they ainfwei^ that 
(he was beautiful, of elegant fhape and bloomtng health, but fpoke 
parently not from diferetion but great iimplicity. The duke's nocM reply ss^as, 

“ Chers amis, je vousprie retoumez en Efcoee, et me i'amenozf die eft telle 
qiie jc la defire. Ccs grander fubtilit^s en une femme nuifTent plus qu'ejies ne 
fervent; je ii'cn veux point d -autre. Par Saint b^colas j'eftime une femme 
aflei fage, quand die fait itietfrc difference entre la chemife ct le pourpoint dc 
fon mari.'" Lobineau gives her portrdt from an original in the cathedral 
church of Vannes. v, 

• Lobineau, as ufual with the French, corrupts his name to Trtth^n. He 
was pcrbT»ps the fccond fon of the chancellc^', and is, it is believed, th^firft 
admiral of Scotland on record, though the admirals of the Scotifli king" be 
mentioned in the truce of 1429. Rymer, X, 482. Crichton appears aiudmiral of 

• c c 2 Scotland 
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1441 wards employed in ‘many negotiations, proceeded to Bretagne 

*— to complete tlwS tranfadion. It was foon after fettled that 

IQ July • * 

• James fliould pay with his lifter a portion of one hundred 
thoufand faluts of gold ; and the duke of Bretagne agreed to 
a dower of fix thoufahd livres *. ' Her voyage was, from un- 
known caufes, delayed tiU the following year. 

1442 The truce with -Englandj which- would have expired in 
1447, was, by asiticipation, extended for {even years longer, 
till the firft day of May 1454 liabella lifter to the king 

Nov. proceeded to’ Britagne, where Ihe wa& wedded to the neW 
duke Frat^s I 

1443 Sir Wifiiiani RdUiven, IheiiiF of Perfti, convening an high- 
land freebooter to juftice, was attacked by a body of Atholc 
nacn, led by one Gormac, but by tiie Ipirit of Ruthven,. and 
Ibmc- gentlemen in his company, the ai&Uants were defeated; 

4 Nov. and about 'thi^.flain*. A parliament was held at Stirling: 
of its proceedings We only know that an a(ft was palTed, to fe- 
cure the property’ of the church agaihft delpoilers’. Some 
doubts hav^ arilen concerning the lucceftion to the important 

Scotland in a charter oil April tJgo : in Feb. 145.1 he Hy^ed Geq^ge Crichton 
of Cairns, aSoiiral of Scotland. > Qii the Stb July 14$2 he is earl of Caithnefs. 
Scotil. CaU The title had pafled to- the crown on the forfeiture of Atholc i and 
on theimth of Crichton was conferred on the Sineikirs of Orkney. Suth. Cafe, 
c. iv, p. 44,i^5. 

* l/obineau, 'ib. The £^ut m^hf be worth lor. The livre was then about 
one ounce of ftlver, and perhaps equal to two pounds of modern estimation. 

* Rymet, XI, 4. 

^ John V had died on the aS Aug. 1442. Ilabel landed at the caftle .of 
Aural 30 O^. with a great train of ScotiHi lords and ladies. Lob. 1 , 62t. 

• Boyce, Kbe XVIII. Liridfay’s trainfl. 30, 31., 

• 27. Of thia year aippear to be the' anfwcrs to the articles of the 
SediMh' king, Vt^. F. VII, f. 59* they menticui that the Scotifli parliament 
was% meet 4 Nov. They chielly concern the payment of 40,000 marks, due 
for the rwifim of James I. 
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JAMES II. 19; 

earldom .of , Orkney, Thomas of Tholac, the bifhop, made a 1443 
formal report on the lhbj|<^ to Chriftopher III, king of Den- 
mark Sweden and Norway, in which the right of the houfe 
of Sinclair is eviilced *. 

The king now approached his fourteenth jear, when, by 1444 
the ufage of^moft kingdoms, he was regarded as; capable, of 
managing his j||^Eur$ : the perturbation of a minorityi, flattery, 
and the danger, of oppo^g l^e royal will, as femn as the 
llightefl: degree of manly thought appears, concurring to fup- 
pofe in princes, whofe flation is the moft* difficult, a far more 
early diferetibn than is to be found in the common ranks of 
mankind. « That reign muft indeed be very weak, which 
tranfeends not the inefheacy, and difturbanc^s of a regency. 

By the common courfe of ; human affairs, the young king de- 
lefted the. control o^ livingflpn* and Crichton ; and the nu- 
merous friends of the houfe of Dcniglas were fuccej^ful in 
fharpening his refentment agaiofbj tho& flern 'guardians, who 
had held him in captiv^y* and ip, turning his affedlions to the 
earl of Douglas, whofe youth was more congenial, with that 
of the king, and whofe pOWef could irrdiflibly enforce the 
royal defies. It is &id th^ Oalbrpth^ a psurtiian of Douglas, 
having flain Semple deputy' governor of Dunbarton caftlci and 
feized the whole command of that fortrefs, Douglas became 
anxious for the event,, and proceeding to the king’s prefence, 
put, himielf wholly in die powdr of Jdmes, with profeffions 
and oaths of the huihblefl fidelity : and that the monarch, de- 
lighted with his. fubmifiion and behaviour,; admitted him to his 

■; -V- • ^ ^ 

This valuable diploma is printed in Wallace’s Orkneys, and in the Ork- 
neyinga Saga: and one of the mod curiohs hiftorical pieces of that dark 
period. The tranferiber has, by a common error, omitted qxiadragejimo after 
quadringentejimo^ vvhencc^ the .date 1403: but the real epoch is clear from the. 
contents* 

moft 
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1444 moft chofen counfcls’. However this be, it is certain that 

the office of chancellor was now talken from Ciicl^oia, and 
conferred upon James Bruce biihojp of Dunkeld % Crichton 
fhut himfelf up in the caftle of Edinburgh, "of which he had 
been governor fince the late rcl^, wUh a refolution to defend 
himfelf againft thpjyiolence of hi» ene^ I-ivingfton, 

who was leis obop^ous, either by office or crimes, heli the 
caftle of Stirling. 3 i)oug^ ul(W his new power with am ex- 
cefs, dangefoua to ffie king, and to himfelf. Xn aihort tinae 
all the followers ef ffie late adminiftration were ffifplaced, and 
fucceflbrs devoted to the prdent miniftry were appointed: 
three brothers of Douglia^ ,fbon became peers Archibald, 
by marrying the younger daughter of Jlimes Dunbar, carl of 
Moray, acquired that title and eftate, upon the death of his 
fatheF-ini>law, to ffie pyqudice of thOf chancellor’s eldeft fou 
James, Who had wedded, the elder daughter*. Hugh was 
created earl of Otmmd ; apd John lord of Balveuy *. This 
acceffion of power to a femily, before too potent, was the 
height of impolicy, and could only be granted by a youdi to a 
favourite. . ' • 

1 445 Douglas procured a parlian^t ^ be held, in which Crich* 
ton and Livmgfton were denounced rebels, and ffieir eftates 

* Boyce, lib, XVIII. Lindlay'S tranfl. 31. 

* Crawf. Off* 32, from a.charter. , Keith Bifliops, 54, from aUdther. 

* James and Archibald were twin brothers of the fecond birth i The former 
was the itrlf born, but was in the church, (fee Drummond 50.) He was'how-. 
ever afterwards to become earl of Douglas. 

* Crawf. Off. 31 1. His peerage, and that by Dougtiu, under the title. 

* Peerages. The lands were before in the family. jOrmond was ere£led 
into a marquifate by James III for his younger fon.‘ i.Suth. Cafe, ch. IV, 

' P* S 7 f whence it appears that Ormond was a hill, (probably an, ancient moot- 
hill or court of juflicc,) in Ardmanach on the eaft of Rofsihire. Yet there is 
a village of the name, two miles weft of the chanonry of Rofs. Pom’s Maps. 

forfeited. 
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forfeited. The caftle of Crichton was taken, and deftroyed ; 1445 
and, in revenge, the late chancellor made cxcurfions from the 
caftle of Edinburgh, and ravaged the lands in Lothian be- 
longing to Douglas. , The kingdom fell into complete anar- 
chy, and became one fcene of violence and diforder*. 

James was induced to befiege the caftle of Edinburgh, 
which was bravely defended by Crichton *, who had indeed no 
realbn to regard the royal kmy but as that of Douglas. 'The 
liege was turned into a blockade, and continued till the next 
year. ' , ' 

Eleanor and Jane^ the two utnnarried lifters of James, pro-- 
ceeded to France, to ftieir lifter the dauphinels, apparently on 
the death of the queedPImother ^ ; for Scotland was in a ftate of 
lawlefs confulion ; and there was realbn for apprehenlion, that 
Douglas would convert the princely bridals into a further ac- 
ceflion of power to his family. Upon their arrival, they found 
the dauphinels dead ' : but the French monarch received them 16 Aug. 

with 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII. Lindfay's tran 0 . 33, 34. It i$ certain that a parlia- 
ment was held in July 1445, and pafled an aft draining that all the lands and 
cfTeflsof the late king (hould bc enjoyed by the preient during his minority, 

(ASs, f. ay ;) a ftatute probably pointing at Ctifhton and Ltvingdoh. 

• Cent, of Bowar, 519. Mair, 32a. 

* Perhaps after her death, (Berry, 158,) the predie date of which is unfixed: 
but it certainly happened before 24th Npv. 1445. of which date there is a lafe 
condud to James Stuart the hulbanci of the deceafed queen of Scotland. Ry- 
mer, XI, 107. 

• Berry hift. de Charles VII, (publiflied with the works of Alain Chartier, 

Paris' 1617, 4to.) p. 158, “ellc etoit belle et bonne donne." Duclos hift. de 
Louis XI j I, 57. She was only in her twenty-fecond year, and was buried at 
Chalons. 

The lingular fate of this princefs may cxcufc a digreflive note, from the 
original .naterials farniflied by Duclos, HI, 26 — 61, being the informations 
taken in Oft. 1445, and ih 1446, concerning the caufe of her death. Thefe 
informations purport that certain words fpoken by the malicious Jainet de Til- • 

lay. 
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1 445 with great afFeftion, and demanded a difpenfation for marrying 
the elder to the dauphin, which being refufed by the pope, 

ihe 

lay, an officer of the dauphin, had penetrated fo deeply the tender and melan- 
choly heart of Margaret, as to occafion her death. Their truth (he denied on 
the perdition of her foul ; but (he would recline on her fofa, and exclaim, Ah 
Jamet ! jamet ! you have gained your purpofe. If I die it is on your account, 
on account of the fair words you have fpoken of me, without caufe or reafon* 
At other times flic would fay, May I If I ever wr<>ngcd my hufband! The 
fcnefchal of Poitou, prefent when the latter cxprcflibn efcaped, exclaimed, 
Falfc and wicked fcoundrcl, flic dies by your malice ! On her death-bed her 
•confclFor could hardly perfuade her tb pSurdon Jamet:' and (he cried out,€Now 
he has gained his purpofe* The words^ (he faid, were the^ worft that could be 
pronounced of a woman, and tended to ruin her iifthe opinion of the dauphin. 
Almoft her Uft fxpreflion was, Were it not for my conjugal faith, I (hould re- 
pent that I had ever come to France. 

On the fecond examination in 1446, May— Aug. Jamet de Tillay was twice 
queftioned ; and the queen of France herfelf gave a depofition. Tillay con- 
fcflfed that, on entering the chamber of th^ dauphinefs in the du(k of the even- 
ing, and perceiving no lights, he faid it was grande paillardle in the officers to 
(hew fuch negligence ; denied that be accufed lady Pregentc of managing Mar- 
garet’s amours, as he would not wi(h more chaftity in fits own wife, than he 
was perfuaded beloved to die dauphinefs; and he offered the duel to any man 
who would fay thlnie had arraigned her honour : denied that he afferted that 
.Margaret’s illncfs arofe from love, while he only faid that it proceeded from her 
fitting up all night, making rondeaux and ballads, (44, 5a ;) and that (he would 
never have a child while (he was fo fond of four apples and vinegar. He de- 
nied. that he faid the dauphin did not love his wife becaufe “ Ics balTes marches 
ne fe portoient pas bien.” .The queen’s depofition proves Tillay to have been 
a malicious meddling fellow, capable of any falfehood. His fecond examina- 
tion bears that Margaret would compofe twelve rondeaux in a day ; that' (he 
fometimes was laced too tight, at 'other rimes too loofe. The fatal words at 
length appear to have been ** Avez vous point vu cettc damp-la ? Elle a mieux 
manicre d’une paillardc que d’une grande nufitreffe.” Have you fecn that 
lady ? She has more the appearance of a harlot than of a great princefs.” He 
denied that he had faid them, and offered the duel ; aflerting that no lady could 
have more of the appearancp of high birth. But the Words were confirhSed by 
another witnefs, p. 59, 
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iKe was many years after wedded to Sigifmund duke of Aitf- 14+5 
tria: and Jane returned Co her own country’. The queen- 
mother who died this year, left three fons by her' feeond huf- 
band, John, and James, afterwards eatls of Athole, and 
Buchan ; and Andrew, who became bifii<^ of Moray 
Meanwhile the difordefs of the country elicreafed, under 
the mifinanagement (rf" Douglas, and caufed even the regency 
of Crichton and Livingfton to be regreted. Amoujg die petty 
feuds, commemorated in our dubioM annals, a difcbed of more 
importance is introduced. A dilpute arifing between -iiindfay 
Ibiuiof the earl of Crawford, and Ogilby <rf“ Iiuierqjiharity, 
former was joined by his fUther, the latter by the catrl of 
Huntley, and a defpchite ccmflifi eiiftiedv Crawfttrd, Hunt*-, 
ley, and Ogilby, were (lain, with many other gentlemen, and'* 
near two hundred of their followers *. 

Crichton at length furrendered die caftie df E^butgh, 1446 
xrpon terms highly advantageous to himfelf, for his eftates, 
and honours, and even his office, Were to’ be reftored; and 
the conditions were ftrifdy affiiered to Several reaibns ap* 

On the whole Margaret was tOo' fo;id of poetry, mj,j|Mj|||d$'entute with Main 
Chartier is well known ; flie was too carelefs of 1 ||^)etfon and manners, and 
had perhaps a fccrct blemifli whidb difgull^ Uy: dmiplUn. But the chara^er 
of her hulband, afterwards Louis XI, is of b^lt maUg^ty ; and her aecufer 
was proved to he.o “ fcoUhdrel” and “ common lii^,** (|ualities which doubt- 
Icfs recommended him to the fpecial protection of Lobts>: , , 

* Puclos,^ I, 57. Roo Ann.. Auft. ,3^9. Jane, was wedded to Angus. 

Grawf. Stuarts, 36. 

* Berry, ij8. Stewarts i&sn. 171. Lefley^ 498, ftyi (he died 15 July 
» 446 -. ... 

• Boyce, lib. XVIII. .Lindfay’s tranfl. 36. Lcflcy, 297, dates this 
confliA 13. Jan. 1445— 6. 

• Lindlay, p. 37. Crawf. Off. 30, fup|)|ia£:s, with great probability, that 
CrichtONR was not reinilated.in the office of cjhancellor, till the death of bifhop 
Bruce 1447* lo 144S ha appears as chancellor ia an inflrument. ms. Leagues,* 

Fr. and S. and du Tillet, f. 140. 
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1446 pear to have induced the king, and Douglas to &ch conceHions : 

was probably-, now difcovered by both that ^e. aged cxperi- 
encej, and abilities, of Crichton were necefllary , to give fome 
liability^ and order, to goyernm^t,4uid re^ore greater relped 
to the laws. Dpi^glas feeing to .have fpiiu&il.ithat, by gralping 
all, he would Ic^e all that tbe. aeoi^ 
talents, aiid faine, ^ih^h l)brf» the power of his 
adn|iniflration« < It appears that CncKton had never been 
cordially united^yy^^A but had from iieceffity only 

confented .tp cod^ ; when the death of the. queen- 

mother bfid ;h:ft ^vingdoia, (^ftiti# of ftrong : influenceiihe 
ungeneroufly ipuEide: his peace .wit^ l^ugks, by ^e facriflce of 
bis colle^^e^ . l|has fvirprifed> j[Qj|e tEat ppuglas latiated his 
rj^venge upon ]lUying^n.i^d family, who were iiuiocent 
, of. the murder. of his, two .relations; and that Crichton, was 
neyer chaiged' with it is reafonable to 

infer thrt ther|; Were motives'; for this conduft ; the 

kmg ;himii|df Had been prefent at the murder, and in the 
jeaipuiy.of M^-^thotity might jconhder it as a matter rather, 
too delicate for | ^ bhJ!lton>? Pougfes, might have had litde in- 
clination to conTOSujjjn adlion, which laid the foundation of 
his power ; and. the Mention of wWdb was perhaps not un- 
known to his fether, who might otherwife have immediately 
inlH^ted thewhofefbrceof die houfe of Dougkis againll the 
goverumisnit ^i ,- s ; 

The earl of Douglas was, about, this time, created ^tenant 
general of the kingdom *] an oiffice 0/ extreme power, which 
had been held by one of his predectlTors at the commencement 

*■ Yet the violence of Livins^oh to d^tpieen in 1439, (fee.e note on that 
year,) indicates the tyranny of his chara^er ; and he nai|d>^ ^ infti- 

.gator of the a(&ffination of the Oouglafes. 

* Abcrcr. II, 333. The A£ts, f. 28, jnention a lord lieutenant in 1449. 

of 
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of this reign. He nW reftlved tipon the perditidn o'f the 144.6 
family of Livingfton, which Had oitf^ done its duty to the *''*■■**■ 
king and kingdoto, i^ oppbiin^ the exoihitant influence of the 
houfe of Douglas. Accordingly I fiSf Alexander Livingfton, 
formerly keeper of the king's perfon,^ Jhmes* his eldeft Ion, 
Robert and Divid livingftons, add Sir'^Jfaihes Dundas, and 
Sir Robert Brudb, (jgnnedbsd with the fanuly, wfei^tommitted’ 
to feveral prifons: but ISir AlexkHtlfef,'''and thc’ iwo other 
knights, Dundas, and B^uce, 'were deliveyed u^Ktti paying 
large fums of itioney : ‘the othert ^ere tried and b<^ekd<^ *. Dec. 

Although the trute with Eh^and And, in? 1^442, been coh* 1447 
tinned from 1447, when it Was othej^wiic^tb chains, 'till >145 4, 
yet the Englilh borderers, h||hwing the confUflon into which 
the maladminiftration of Douglas Had plunged Scotland, re- 
folved to avail diemfelves of the occafo^n. The fluntly iinbe- 
cility of Henry VI, and the cabals of die 4|ttebn'8 party, and 
that of the duke of Giodcoiler, diftraded the government, 
and rendered the fobje£ls ‘udruly and difaffofled. Several mw 
roads of the borderers took 'place 'this year; tn which, as is 
faid, Dumfries on the one part, Ind Alnwick on the other,> 

.were burnt 

• Bi^cs, lib. XVIII. Lindfay's tnmfl. 38, 39. It i(‘lurprirntg that there 
is no fuperior authority for thefe events : but Livingfton's forfeiture is inen> 
tioned ii^ t^ charter of 1450, nanated in the notes 40 i 4 > 39 } and that of James 
his fon, R^ert hurgtjt of Uthgm, and Janlea DundSs, in a charter 22 May 
14^0. Scotft. ^al. Yet Crawf. Off. 312, and Dough 'Peer. 412, Ibhn to 
evince diat^min LtvingRon was not executed. Bo^ Mga this ddCft fon 
Akxander. • 

In 1446 Dutibar caftle was feizekl by Piatridc Hepburn, 2 rebel, as appears 
from^ a catalogue of the Coldingham charten 'lioV it Duj|batti, itl bibl. Hirh 

4623* 

’ Boyce, lib. XVlIIt Lfedfay,'4o, irtyit'Aijhvick. b'- 

D d 2 Hay, 
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Ravages of foch nnpoitance called, greater powers inta 
* a^on ; and the batde of Sark, fp called from a river in An- 
nan^e, terminated the difference in a manner advantageous 
to tl^l^ Scots. Unfortunate^ we have Englilh, nor Scotiih 
contempora^ account of this battle, the only one which occurs 
l^tween due nations for a long period of tim^. When at the 
diftance of nearva century we find records of this a3ion, the 
Englilh pafii it in .COmfdote filence, and fhe Scots too much 
fwell their viffory. The accounts of Jean Chartier, and 
MonRreljet^ ifeem to, dcferve the prefeience ^W even there 
the nunibezs af^ear tor be exaggerated. According to the 
French hifbnajte, -the to the number of fifteen thou- 

iknd, oondufted by the carl of ||luntingdon and ibrd Percy». 
i^pparently wafd(^ of the mardbes, entwed Scotland by the 
weftern border, "aiid advanced fix miles into the .country. 
The eari of Donj^as haftily advanced,, with only fix thou&nd, 
attacked the enemy in the open field ; conquered, and took 
the two geoends caq>tives. Upoh^the tidings of this defeat, 
the cm-l Of SaHIbury, who'%as lord lieutenant of the uojgh of 
England, imfed an aimy cf and lent this for- 

midable force to invade Scotland. Douglas, apd his brother. 
<!>rnu»ad, with ftiirty-two thoufand men» attacked the Englilh. 
by fu^rhse, aad’ put ftiem to a total route ^ with the incredible 
lo& of berwe^ twenty and tweuty-lbur thou&hi, taken and 


Hay, in his Vindicatiaq of Elizabeth Mbcc, Edia. 1743, 4ta, h^fobliflied^ 
f. 65—73, »curiou8 pa^r of ^ Aug. determining thie priority of birth 
to James poitglaq above lib Iwin-brottier Ardiitiald carl of Murray. 

Ab<^ diis thne died Camera^ blihop of Gtafgow, who is diftinguiflied by 
impie^ in the hdions of Boyce. His curious canons, 1432, may be found in* 
MS. 4631;^ Viil. I, p.47 i s^od 1 ^ g^tcrkne Teems )to have been his 
fcycrity„i^;5hiW<%,;^ipKpe.' 
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flain. The Septs then entered England, and ravaged the 
country as far ai Newcaftle*. 

• The reader will in vain con&k did Eoglilh hiftonaas for thit battle, the 
only one of importance, from that of Halidoit 14.0* to that of Flodden 1513. 
Harding, Caxton, Julian Notary, Fabian, Hall, Leland^ Coll, i, . 04 ,' even 
the copious Holinflicd, are equally filent. ' Brtt the hiftbry, 1442 — 

1509, is very defective. . 

Monftrelct, III, f. 8, «Kt. 1518, derives his aceoMt from the |p«*t chronicle 
of St. Denis; and liiys that three Scotiib priefts.of the diocefe of Dooblane, 
related it upon oath before the chronicler of France at St. Denis. He dates it 
1449 ; but the truces of that year, and die lilence of Rymer in 1448, iupport 
the date commonly afligned by our hiftorians.’ The battle oif Sark alfb occurs; 
Cont. of Bowar, 519; and the war between England and Scotland in Je»Q 
Chartier, p. 142, who,, p. 146, narrates the battle of. $ark in the fame way 
with Monftrelet, but with many corr<^orative circumftahees. H^orHuntingdon 
'he feems rightly to put Sir Thomas mmn^bn. Jean Chartier wjs hitnfelf 
Chantre of St. Denis. Add that the chronicle of Zatifiiet of Lie^, who wrote 
in 1461, bears at 1450 that the Scots invaded En^<md» and took, great prey, 
but he dates this the fame year that James wediW Alary of Gcldcr; col. 471, 
in Marlene's ^necdota. 

Among the unpublilhed pieces of RytOKt, ^ 4 btt>, the** are fome articles 
tendiiij|to confirm this war. Art. X 4 » 3 F<Pt449, is a commiffion to Clif- 
ford, Scrope, 4k. on foarch afikirs, menttpning the fmrpi/e of the 

Scqts; SaUJbury vw warden of the weltem inarches. Art. 15, fame date, 
fame effedl ; the ^ots are ill-tfifpofcd to England,^ and annoy die inarches: 
Henry escufes the nonattendance of tbefe petarsin flic parliament^ to meet 12th 
Feb. (1449, Pari. Hift, II, *po.) Art. 9, 8 July;«449, is a commilBon to the 
bifliop of Chicbeftej^ aafhlw^ 'Peaumci^ treat fat a^i/uace of nmr, or a 
truce. Art lo^ la^efle^, a5r .Aug.. 1449 * 

Lefley, 301, dat^ the battle of Sark, 1450. The ^agnus with the red mane 
of the (awldus Bc^ce. is Redmain, a common EnglUh name on the 

borders^ fwm the IV.' Sit Richard Redmain is mentioned in 

trufds of that re^, F. VIlj f. 931^4 95,, n..l. In a Ftehch hiftory 
ojF Scotland, yefp.' C. XVJ, if. mq. itie » iudiej^fiy ciUled JBMtnuJJh It 
Grand. " ■' ■ ' 

Addthiat in 140 Douglti| il[bdd &«em li^ the regulation of the bor- 

ders, probably occafiooed by war. See thefe curious ftatutes of Lincludcn, 
Titus, F. Xlllj f. V. 39, and id the Aftpaiidix. 
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1448 Sir William Cricht<?n, chancellor of Scotland, John Railf- 
A_.-v-n*j bifliop of Dunkeld iecretai^, and keeper of the privy feal, 

aod j^ic^olas Ottirburn officM of Lothian, had palled on a 
Iblemti criibalTy to France and' Burgundy. The grand objects 
of their miffion were, to renew the alliance with France; and 
to difeover a proper bride for James now in his eighteenth 
y^r. The league. between Prahee and Scotland was accord- 
31 Dec. ingly repeatedi^ia<ithe mpfl jl^lemn and ample form, and v ith 
a conJfirmiilton of ^ the T preceding treaties, linoe that of 
Chaises the Fair^nd! Robert I, in the year 1326 

1449 the court pf France tiien prefented no liiitable wife for 
the Scotiih king, the embalTadors proceeded to that of Bur- 
gundy/ PhiUp/^e Good,’ who ruled that potent duchy, or 
rather Juil%dom, with celebrated wifdom and fplendor, had in 
1430, ^ above narrated, ,>c(mcluded a commercial treaty with 
Scotland for one hundred years. He recommended to the 
embaflfiidors his kinfwoman Mary, daughter of Arnold duke of 
CeI4crland, .ai a My w^ythy of the hand of their fovereign ’. 

This matrimonial el^Pgemeiit was accordingly e^ered 
upon, in die prelence of envoys from France, then in ftridl 

I April alliance with Burgundy. • The treaty was concluded at Bfuf- 
fels ; and bore that Philip Ihould pay at Bruges in the cou'rle 
of two year? fixty thouiand crowns of gold, as the portion of 
the bride. James enfeofed Mary in Strathern, Athole, Meth- 
Ven, Linlithgow, and other lands for the ^payment of a dower 

* Du Tillet, f. 140. .The contoirfiBcm of Jgafiec is dated 6 May 1448, r. 12. 

* Treaty James and Philip,' t April 1449/ Vol. dll, f. v. 6 ; 

ifviiere it k mentioned that the elivc^ feoad Muy, ** jam niibilem et formo- 
fam;” am that they ratornedto Fiimce to etk&U^Ctmles VII, who ftnt with 
tj^n .embaflUors to exphfite the' laanrhigp. 

Arnold of Egmont became dbke OeMe^ in 1423, and in 1468. His 
fon Adolf haviosg tebolled agaihA him, he left his territories to Charles the Bold 
duke of Buiij|jpi<h. Minet Chnm. 6dg. Aatr. 1636, folio, p. 304. 
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of teii thoufahid crovms, in cafe of his pi’evious Heceafe and 1449 
he rclinquifhed all the hereditary claims of his wife, in 
her father ;irft a male heir. " On the faihe day a perpetual 
league of mutual defence was concluded with Philip, in 
which the duke of Gelderland was comprehended *. 

During the negotiation reciprocal in tercourfe, andfe^ivity, 
occupied the courts of Scotland ‘and Burgundy. A Burgun- 
dian hiflorian delcribes at great length a tournament cele- 
brated, in the time of lentfiat Stirling in the prefenCe of the 
Scotilh king, the judgi and rewarder of the combat. Two 
Burgundians of the noble houle of Lalaih, and a third fty led 
the fquire Melyades, challenged two of the Douglafes, and 
Halket, to fight with the lance, battle-ax, fword and dagger. 

After a feftival of fome days, the combatants entered the lifts, 
clothed in velvet, and proceeded to, their pavilions to arm; 
the earl of Douglas himlelf, attended- by not left than about 
five thoufand followers, accompanying tbe Scotiftt champions; 

After having been folemnly knighted by the king, the parties 
engaged: the fpears were loon tftown away: one of the 
Douglafes was felled by a battle-ax, and the combat becoming 
unequal, the king threw down his baton, the fignal of its- ter- 
mination ^ 

As 

* Treaties Janies and Philip )«.s. Harl. Vol. Ill, f. v. 6, and f. li. 

In Dec. 1449 the dukes of Bretagne and Au^a are joined in the ratification of 
the treaties with France and Burgundy. Sootft. Cal.; , . 

* De Coucy, p, 567.. His curipfis and intereftiiig ahhals of a few years are 

publilhed by Godefroy, at t);!« end of the hifitvy <£ J^ Charter, 1661, 
folio. feetm to have been hi the negotiatitHu, and to halra accom. 

panted; Mary of Gekfer to Scotland. For this cqmbat cotnpSreCont. of Bowar, 

519, who inentitms the champions, James Doi^ae brother of the earl, (a cir- 
cumfiance whicl^ with dllicrs, occt^oesgteat doubt-of his having been a church- 
man,) James Douglas brother . of Lochlevea, and John Rofs of Halket. 

Jaques 
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1449 As the lady had been educated in the court of Philip, he 
defrayed, 'with his accuftewned magnificence, the nuptial pre- 
parations on her fide. The lord of V^ere in Zealand, whofe 
fon had before this period married a fifter of James, was ap- 
pointed to conduil the brides who- with many tears took leaxe 
June of the duke, and his fon the count de Charolois. Coafting, 
not without terroi*, along the inimical Englith there, on the 
fixth day Scotland afofe to their eager eyes ; and they anchored 
near the ille of Where then flood a hermitage and a 

chajpel facred to St. Andrew. Havii^ paid her devotions, 
the queen proceeded to Leith, where (he was met by many 
nobles, and a concourfe of all ranks of people, who to the 
polifhed Burgundians appeared almofl barbarians. Seated on 
horfeback behind the lord of Vere,^ Marj' advanced to Edin- 
burgh, where (he was lodged in the convent of the jacobins 
or gray-friars. > After the refrefhment of the following day, 
the king vifited her at midnight, and remained three hours. 
In the courfe of a week her nuptials, and coronation, were 
celebrated with much barbaiic pomp *. 

Jaqiies Lalaiti was one of the moft celebrated knights in Europe. Olivier de 
la Marche is full of his praife. The Scotilh tourney he deferibes, p. 271. 
Hcrue de Meriadet was a fquire of Bretagne, p. 265. Lalain was killed by a 
cannon-ball in 1453, p. 394. The family feat was in Hainault. 

“♦ De Coucy, 574, feq. The more minute parts, il}u{trative of manners and 
cuftoms, arc referved for that department. -In the barrennefs of materials, for 
the reign of James II, the inforjteuion of that writer is invaluable, and yet has 
been unknown to all our hiftoriansl 

The numerous biihops and nobles, accompanying Mary in;Boyce’s dweitful 
page, f.^6, Lihdfay’s tranft. 3S, are quite unknown to this honed contem- 
porary. From the drltpagi to the lad Boyte is equally a iabulid. 

Confult alfo Olivier de la.Marche, who however briefly mentions the marriage 
of Mary of Gelder to James, « un moult beau et plaifant chevalier, jeune et 
vertueux roy ; et fut celuy qui svoit U itldtiS du vifage rouge.'* 
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The victories of Douglas had afforded little compenfation t 449 
lo Scotland for his tyranny and oppreffion, which feemed to in- ’—v— 
creafe in proportion to the continuance of has power. For him, 
and his followers, there whs no lawf^and die country groaned 
under the moft deftru^ive anarchy. .But the % heavy years of 
his authority Wereibon.to expire;, and differed circumfVances 
were already phppai'ing to l^Sen his influence. The charms 
and fciife of the q^eea began to infufe a more manly character 
into her huiband, to arouie him from his .lethargy, and to form 
a party capable of undermining the odious power of Douglas. 

James 11 may now be fiiid to hate aflumed a permanent 
charaflcr, of which the delineadou^f^^ here attempted, 
as far as barren and fcanty materials will admit. His a^ons 
proclaim him a prince of decifive, and: fometimes even violent, 

Ipirit. In war he was a valiant and poplar leader ; and fur- 
pafTed his father m a marked attention to military difeipline. 
Negligent of pomp, the equal of every foldier, he Chared the 
mean repail of the march, confident that poiCbn is feldom 
admiuiflered in veflels of wood, repofing abfolute faith in the 
love of his people ’. The power of his abilities, the excel- 
lence of his intentions in peace, are heft difplayed by the laws 
of his reign, always the mofl inftruftive and valuable portion 
of hiftory. His wiiHom appears conlpicuous, in his reverence 
for the couniels of the wife, 'in guiding his moil important 
aflions by 'the esqperidice of. OriAton,. and the benign and 
pattiotic prudence of Kennedy. Tlic perdition of the ariilocra- 
tic and tyfanmt^hpufe of Douglas was to be a fpirited exertion 
of juilice to hiapfelf, apdfto 'hb people. ^ 
plan yet existed, deft^ ariflocracy, feems 

a r^ned theory,, incpi^ruous with '^e ignorance and ipirit 

• Mair, 326. 

and 
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1449 and manners of the times; and is beft confuted by the plain 
■'■'^fadls, that the families abafed are ever remarkable for im- 
portant crimes, and that the property, and power, which 
were withdrawn from one houfo, were evw to be beftowed on 
another. Even when Louis XI, and Henry VII, were, to- 
wards the termination of this century, in countries of greater 
civilization, and political foience, to humble the ariftocracy, 
an unprejudiced reader will be ready to infer that the events 
proceed rather from chance, and circumfomces, and the rota- 
tion of fociety, than from dehgn. As to foe perfon of the 
fecond James, we only know, that it was robuft ; and that a 
red tinge, which deformed one of his cheeks, gave him the 
vulgar appellation of James with foe fiery face 
• The truce with England had been, in May, renewed for 
a very fhort time ; and among the commifiioners named to 
prolong it, in September, we find Livingfton, who had been 
again taken into favour, and appointed jufticiary of Scotland r 
a circumfiiance which appears to prefent a proof that the in- 
fluence of Douglas was much on the decline. At length, in 
November, a truce of a new aind fingular complexion was 
ratified, bearing no certain term, but that either monarch 
might violate it, when he pleafed, upon giving a notice of 
one hundred and eighty days 7 . 

One of foe laft traces of foe power of ’Douglas occurs in 
foe decrees of a parliament, held at Edinburgh, this yeru*, and 

‘ Mair, 322. “ James Mfith die red cbcfk, or vritk tke file in his faceJ’ 
Chronicle end of Winton, ms. * 

^ Rymcr, XI, 229, 231, 235, 247. Sir Alex. LivingRon of Calendar, judi- 
ciary of Scotland, occurs p. 235. The paper concerning Berwick and Rex- 
buigh, 14 Nov. 1449, p. 244, is a curious fpeciinen oif language. In June 
1450 Dr. Methven had a lafe condufl as envoy from James. Rymer’s Unp. 
Papers, 4610, art. 49.. 
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probably in the early part of it.- The IheriiFs are therein or- 1449 
dered to caufe reftitution be made of any ftolen efFeds: if*— "v— 
theylhould refuie, or be negligent, or : {Ostial, the complainant 
is to ap{dy to the king-s lieutenant; tvho is the (heriffs 

as if they were as thofe 

who -di£»bey the king*s adS, giv«i tnider itie^royal^fe^ and 
decreed by thb lieutenant edid the thjm It would 

appear, from , this ordinsbloe, thit the office bf Ueut<am)l: ge- 
neral the kingdom wanted litt^of being a foie regency. 

This dangerous dignky ceitalfdy^y^^ after ihe marriage 
of the king: and Dksuglas courts attended 

with the exea-atiot^ of the pepi^e/f .it is £iid that .$if.Eiehardi 
Colville, having filled tepet^ 
a foUbwer of Douglas, 

revenge i which he cott^bted in th^^U^iith of Tas enem 
Douglas, irritated at. this hdduk ofFevad tb h^ 
ravaged the lands of Coltdllevbefi^l^ his caftle,. took it, and 
left not one inhabitant *Uve’’. That age, in the true fpirit of 
chivalry, priifed the .carr« exerthm of ftioiidflup \ at prefent 
this adion appears in its real colours, as a Sanguinary revenge* 
as a contempt of joftice, as an infult-to dbe laws, hnd to&'^ 
ciety ; and as peculiar:^ difgtaceful to him who bad been the 
fecond magiftfate in the kingdom. 

The commencement of . the king's adive authority was 1450 
iignalhted ,by 0 memora^e parliament, heldnt Edinburgh, in 
which a great number of ialutary regulations were iHued '. 

It is .ordained that « general peace -be proclakned through all 

* A€ts, f. 28, 20 Jan. 1449, rcgnl 13 — 1450; Yet this parliament, being 
diftin£k in the ads frenn that of Jan. 1449-^0, feems to belong to 1449. 

* Boyce, lib. XVllI, LlndfayVtranfl. 53. 

* Ads, f. 48— 31. This tnaybe -thb failie with the iottacr; but is here, 
f. r. z8, dated 19 Jan. 1449. 
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1 450 the realm, fo that all men might travel in fecurity, without 
— V— » any proteftion, fave that of the king’s peace ; and if any fub- 
jeftftand in fear of another he may have borrowes of peaces, 
that is a pledge .for his good behaviour : that juft, and able, 
judges be appointed: that the jufticiary fhall pals twice through 
the country in the year, as ordered by the ancient laws : 
that any rebellion againft the king be punillied according to 
its nature, and by the advice of the three eftates; and if any 
openly rebel, or make war upon the king’s fubjefils, in defiance 
of his prohibition, the king fhall advance againft them with 
the whole force of the land, ,if neceflary, and punifh them 
according to their deferts. . Xhefe unufual ordinances iuffi- 
ciently paint the diforders, into which the bad adminiftration 
of Douglas had thrown the kingdom. Other ftatutes decreev 
that if any perfbn affift thofe who fhall be brought to juftice, 
he fhall be punifhed equally with the tranfgreflbrs : that the 
warden of the marches fee that the truce be ftridly obferved, 
and appoint ftich officers as he fhall anfwer for: that admi- 
niftrators of law, who wilfully tranf^efs, fhall lofe their office 
for a year, and be fined: that delpoilers be compelled to make 
full, and fpeedy, reftitution, pay all expences, and a fine to 
the king : that the jufticiary or jufHce general, the chamber- 
lain, the coroners, and other officers obliged to travel through 
the country, have but a moderate attendance, that they may 
not annoy the people : that foreftallers of com be punifhed, 
and the com forfeited to the king ; and that even the poft 
feftbrs of grain keep no more than is necefTary for their annual 
confumption, and fell the remainder in open market at the. 
current price. 

Above all, one remarkable a£t of this parliament deferves 
attention, being conceived in the following terms. “ It is 
ordained that if any man, as God forbid, commit or do treafbn 

againft 
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againA the king^s perfbn, or his majefty, or rife in war againft 1450 
him, or lay Imnds upon his perlbn violently, of whatever age 
the king be, young, or old ; or receive any that have com- 
mitted trealbn, or that fupplythem with help or advice, or 
garrifon the houfe of them who arc convi^ed iiflf treafon, and 
hold their houles againft the king, or garrilbti houies of their 
own in affiftance of the king^s rebels, or that *flault caftles, 
or places where the kuxg’s perfon lhall happen to be, without 
the confent of the three eftates, ftiall be punilhed as traitors*.” 

This ftatute has occahoned altercations between the fevburers 
of monarchy, and thofe who attach ideas of freedom to a par- 
liament of the middle ages, when the only dilpute lay between 
monarchy and ariftocracy. 

It was further ordained that all the regalities, in the royal 
pofleflion, Ihould be judged by the king’s jufticiary ; and the 
freeholders of fuch regalities fhould appear in parliament, 
equally with thofe of the royal domains ^ As many large 
eflates had fallen to the crown, in the preceding reign, this 
meafure feems intended to increafc the king’s influence in, 
parliament: and fuch was the Ipiritof the times that, to in- 
creafe the power of the Ibverei^ij was to enlarge the freedom 
and happinefsof thepTOple, labouringundbr the worft tyranny, 
that of a feudal ariftocracy. Other prudent, ftatutes concern 
the puuifhment of robbery, the regulation of the coin, and the 
penalties of contumacy againft the courfe of jviftice '*. Such 
laws fhine like a . corufeation amid the night of barbarifm ; 
but, it is bdieved, imparted little of vital heat. tb. the political 
atmofphere; It is ealy to form good laws : the difficulty lies 
in the exeeutioni The chief felicity of a nation is to have 
few lawsj and to be accuftomed to obey them. . 

.*■ AAs,i f. V. 3Q, c. 25. * Ibid. ♦"Ibid. f. .29, 31. 

Douglas, 
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1450 Douglas, difgufted at the lofi of his power, or wifluiig to- 
'**''*^ difplay his pomp in foreign countries, palled to the jubilee at 
Rome, with a train of fix knights^ fourteen gentlemen, and 
eighty attendants*. In his abience mhny ednapfaunts were 
made againft the iniblence of his dcpendlhts : the earl of 
Orkney, a nobleman of itrMcely muni^inee^ relpeiSUble for 
his talents, and patronage of letters, was ieti^ to' examine the 
abufes, and Was incited: the king, julBy enraged, proceeded 
in perfon with a fufficietit !force, took the caftlc of Lochsanaben, 
and demoliihod that of Dot%las^. Upon his return from Rome 
Douglas fent a iubmiidive mefli^e tothe king; and as he could 
not, in equity, be reputed guilty of events which happened 
during his abfence, and for which a fuifident puniihment had 
been tadten, he Was gracioufly received ^ 

Acorn- 

* Coat, of Bowar, 519. Mair, 322. The number it eftimated from tlie 
fafe conduct granted to him on his return by Henry VI, 12 Nov. 1450; 
Rymer, XI,. 277. In the jubilee of 1450 innumerable people Crouded to Rome ; 

■ and ninety^mn wen killed by the prefs, at the end of the bridge of St. Angelo. 
De doucy, 608. • . , 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindiay’s tratdl. fs* 5 ^ fine’s Houfe pf Douglas, 
1 , 336 — 339> Doubtful, for tlw caftle appears in 1454. 

In 1456, at the inliance of William $ndair earl of Orkney ahd Caithnefs, 
chancellor of Scotland, Sir^Grlbert'Hay tranflated Bbnet’s then popular book, 
L’Arbre des fiatailies, as a|pears from the prologutfimbHfoed by Dr. Mackenzie 
in his Lives of Scotilh Writers. Our heralds, liber+l in titles, add to Orkney 
that of Oldenburg, knight of the gdden Seece, See. not even knowing that 
Oldenbui^ was a title of the royal houfe of Denmark, and inaliensible. The 
other additions are as falfe. See the lifts of the knights of the fteece in Oui- 
ciardini, deice, de Paefi Baftei. 

* fioyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s trai^. 57. Heme's DougU 1 , 339;, who 
erroneoufly adds that be was again appomted -lieutenant general of the kingdom, 
a title no longer to be found in this reign. 

Under this year 1450 appear many curiops charters, illuftrative of hiftory, in 
Scotfianret's Calendars. The queen’s endowed lands confirmed in parliament, 

22 Jan. 
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A commiiTion was granted by James to Douglas, and other 1 45 1 
embafTadors, to confer with thoft of EJugland, concerning any'‘5[^fj^ 
breaches of the truce *. But the ewl certainly did not deferve 
this confidence, being engaged in a iiecret plan of revenge 
againft his fbvereign ; and in the following mo^n^ he obtained 
from the Englifh court a protection for himielf, his three 
brothers, twenty-fix gentlemen, and fixty-feven attendants ’ ; 
the chief perfbns, therein mentioned, afterwards following the 
houfe of Douglas in their revolt. Other plenipotentiaries were 14 Aug. 
nominated, who adjuiled a truce of three years 

In a parliament, held at Stirling, a long.feries of regulations 25 061 . 
was made concerning the coin, in which a laudable attention 
is fhewn to its purity, and regular currency *. 

Meanwhile Douglas proceeded in his difbrderly, and trea- 
fonable, praClices. He attempted, as is faid, to aflaffinate 

0.2 Jsin.-^Permiffioa to bifhops to make teAan^ents, and difpofe of moveables, 

24. Jan. — Lands to George Crichton of Cairns, admiral of Scotland, i April — 
Permiffion to William carl of Douglas to ereft Strathaven into a burgh of ba- 
rony, 23 April— Confirmation of a grant by Campbell of Lochaw, (anceftor of 
Argylc,) to the collegiate church of Kilmunc in Cowal, 12 May r. 14 — Grant 
to cart Douglas of lands of Culter, forfeited by James Livingfion, &c. 22 May. 

William lord Crichton, chancellor, of the lands of Cafiellaw, Lothian, 
to recooipenfe the fiim of 1800/. expended on the king’s houfe, and 40<^/> iont 
to the king, 12 Junc-^Commiflion to Nicol Ottirhurn, and John Dalrumftli a 
merchant, for receiving the queen’s portion— Confirmation of the decree that 
James Douglas of Heriotmuir is older than his . twin-brother Archibald earl of 
Moray-^Grant of the marriage of Margaret Douglas^ daughter of Archibald earl 
of Douglas to William the then earl, a Feb.— »Foreft of Ettrick and Selkirk made 
a regality in favour of Douglas, 26 Jan.— Confinnation of Galloway to Douglas, 
above and beneath the water of Cre, blench for a red rofe, 26 Jan. 

Such minute particulars would be beneath the notice of hifiory, were not 
this reign peculiarly obfeure, and the author anxious to throw all poflible light 
upon it. 

.* K^er, XI, 283. ^ Ibid. XI, 284^ * Ibid. 287^293. 

Ads, f. 32. 

Crichton ; 
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1451 Crichton; who efcaped, and afterwards had nearly fhrprisscd 
“■'v-—' Douglas, then lodging in Edinburgh with a fmall train’. 
The lands of John Herries, a gentleman of eminent loyalty, 
being ravaged by fome followers of Douglas, he complained 
to the earl without cffedl, and in revenge ravaged a part of 
Annandale : but he was taken, and hanged by the command 
of Douglas, in contempt of the king’s prohibitory mandate^. 

Thefe appear trivial offences, when compared with a grand 
meafure now entered into by Douglas, and which threatened 
deftru 61 ion to the king, and the kingdom. As Douglas was 
by. far the moll: powerful noble of the fouth of Scotland, or 
rather a petty fovereign in that department, lb Alexander 
Lindfay earl of Crawford, and John earl of Rofs, lord of the 
Ifles, held the higheft authority in the north. The policy, 
and vengeance, of Diouglas conciliated a league with thefe 
potent nobles, llriilly obliging all the parties to mutual defence 
againft every injury ’ ; and to fuch a conjunftion the laws 
themfelves were injuries. The monarch trembled at this 
confederacy, the power of which was. in faft luperior to the 
royal authority; but he relblved to diflemble for a feafon, 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranll. 58,59. Hume’s Dough 1,343. 
Crichton had probably been advanced to the peerage in ^1450, for his fervices 
in the royal marriage : he died about 1454. Sir Alex. Livingllon Teems to 
have died about 1450. 

♦ Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranll . 60,61, Hume, I, 345, 346, who 
Teems rightly to call him Sir William Harris of Terrcglcs. This writer, who 
compofed his work about the year 1630, has often original and authentic 
intelligence. 

’ Ibid. Lindfay adds the earl of Moray, who was the brother of Douglas, 
and before in the ftridefl: union with him. Compare Mair, 323, who only 
mentions Crawford. 

In' July 1451 Douglas had refigned moll of his lands into <he king’s hands, 
and procured new charters, “ notwithftanding any crimes of forfeitry,” &c. 
committed by him or his uncle Archibald. Scotll. Cal. 

though 
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though the nation, in a juft alarm, already beheld the king 1451 
dethroned, and the country palling, from ariftocratic tyranny 
and dilcord, into a lubjedlion to foreign dominion. 

An incident however loon occurred, which haftened the i4(;z 
execution of the royal vengeance. Douglas had perluaded or 
overawed moft of his vaiTals, efpecially thole in Oalloway, 

Kyle, Carrick, Cunningham, and the diftridls adjacent, into 
an engagement of attendance, and aid, even againft the Ibve- 
reign himfelf. ,But a few of the more moderate, and prudent, 
were averle to fuch illegal ties; and among thele was dinin'- 
guilhed Maclelan, guardian of the heir of Bomby, and a near 
relation of Sir Patrick Gray, who was Ion of lord Gray, and 
captain of the king’s gjuard, an office of the greateft confi- 
dence The earl of Douglas, irritated at Maclelan’s obfti- 
nacy in redlitude, luddenly bcCeged his houle, todk it, con- 
veyed the owner to the caftle of Douglas^, and threw him 
into ftrid durance. Upon hearing this, Sir Patrick Gray laid 
the affair before the king, and inftantly obtained a mild letter, 
rather of fupplication than of command, requeifting Douglas 
to deliver the prilbner to Gray. The earl was fitting at dinner 
in the Caftle of Douglas, when he was told that Gray, a 
familiar fervant of the king, was at the gate ; and, in Ibme 
furprize, arofe to receive him with; much apparent civility, 
and invited him to partake of the repaft. luring tlie enjoy- 
ments of the table, Douglas was revolving what Gray’s corn- 
million could be ; and guelfing the truth gave a fecret o.rder, 

* Among fume flight variations, Liiidfay has infbrt^ 'tbis ftory in bis tranf- 

lation of Boyce, pu 61 — 64, and its nai/ veracity is far remote the manner 

of Boyce. In p. 81 — 87 is another fimilar interpolation, afterwards to be ufed. 

The royal guard now appears for the firft time, perliaps in imitation of the 
Scotifh guards of France eftabIKhed about 1440. 

* Yet according to the fabulous Bbyce it was demolilhed in 1450. 
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1452 in confequctt'cc of which the prifoner was led to a green hefidc 
V. -.^-^the caftle, where his head was ftruck off, dnd taken away, 
and a cloth was fpread over the body. Hie meal ended. 
Gray produced the royal letter, which was received with all 
the reipe^ of fraud ; and the earl having peruied it laid, 
** I am beholden to you for brining ihe fo gracious a letter 
from the king, el^^ially CtmlidOring how matters (land be- 
tween us at preient. The demand lhall inftantly be granted, 
and the more &vduraldy for your &ke.’* He then took Gray 
by the hand, and led him to the green, where removing the 
cloth, Dou^bis coldly laid: ** Sir Patrick, you are come a 
little too late. This is your lifter’s fon, but he wants the head. 
Take his body, and do wtftl it what you will.” Gray replied 
in anguilh, “ My lord, &ice ycto have taken his head, you may 
dilpole of his body then caBkig for his horles he mounted, 
and laid to the earl, My lord, if i live, you lhall be rewarded 
for your prelent labour^ aceordhng to your demerits.” Douglas, 
enraged at this threat, called for his horfe ; but Sir Patrick by 
the gobdneft of his led fteed elcaped tlus purflaii, which ex- 
tended near to Edinburg. 

The king irritated beyond n^aftire at luch repeated inliilts, 
aggravated the moft fanguinary cruelty, and the moft pro- 
fligate contempt of the laws ; and anxious to prevent the effedls 
of the icU'midahle league formed againft his authority, called 
a cholen council to deHberate upon the mealiires to be followed. 
It was refedved, in order to avoid the horrors of civil war, that 
Douglas Ihould be inveigled into court by flattery, and upon 
pretence that the king forgave Ws paft enormities, and only 
32 Jan. delired him to reform his future condu 61 '*l About this 

a pafl^rt was obtained frond the Engliftt king, for Douglas, 

• Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay, 64. 

- his 
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his brother Jamesi lord Hamilton, joined with Crichton, 
Montgomery, Gra/, three bifhops,; and others, to go in pil- 
grimage to ; TImo condn^l was apparently 

never ttfedi 'and l)««gl«$ 3*4 hw fp ftrangely 

blended in under the 

pretext of * 

a Icheme had ^en Dougbsy when m the de- 

fencclefs garb of a pli^riai* , 

However this be, the earl ms preva^<»ii uponi^ towards the 
beginning of lent, which) this year happeffied, in the end of 
February, tc vifit the; cewt at the ca^le of Stirling After 
fupper, the king taking him apart into a fteret diamlber, 
where only Ibrnc of dw- {«iry ccnmcit, and th«'''guaftl, were 
in attendance, mildly informed him that he had . heard of the 
league with Crawford; and^ other $ and deiSred him to 
break fuch illegal engagemenfSt' l^on^aa proudly refofed, 
and had the afroganGe" to^ uphrakl^ durldng with his procedures 
againft him, which had forcod hitn^ aS’ he alTerted, to form 
this confederacy; The fen;;!*! of repeafod infuks^ and of an 
outrageous contempt of his authority^ conlpirod' with the 
prefent perfonal adroiitr to kindfo' a\|hinl& of inftantaneous 
fury ; and the monarch excladmiiig, ^ fif.you' wU£ not break 
this league, by God I fhall,** drew' his dagger, , and ftalhed 
Douglas. Sir Patrick Gray then ftruck the earl with a battle 
ax, and the wound was ihftantly mortal *. 

» Rymervjsr, 303. , 

* Liiklfay, {>. 64,- fays that, according to the' report of fdine; Dong^ ob- 
tained a fafe epnduft from James under the great fieaL Hume I, 351, aflerts 
tbis as faft s.^and p. 361 he meations that this lafe conduft was contumelioufly 
dtaggQd at a horie’s tail, after aflaSSnatiob. That author’s prejudices may 
be doubvsd : yet Lefley and Buchanan confirm the fafe condu^. 

. *;Mair>, 323. . Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 64—66. Hume’s 

355* 
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1452 It is (aid that the four brothers of Douglas, Sir James the 
v_.-u-w y^ho had abandoned his clerical character, and now 

became earl of Douglas, Archibald earl of Moray, Hugh earl 
of Ormond, and John lord Balveny, in the hrft eruption of 
revenge, proclaimed the king a delpifcr of his covenants and 
of go^ faith, even at the gatoi of die caftleof Stirling. Then 
collefling their force, and returning, they burned the town ’. 
Two of their own hanie were extremely obnoxious, becaufe 
they were loyal^' the earl of Angus, and Sh John Douglas of 
Dalkeith : the caftle of the letter they befiegcd in vain. After 
Douglas, and his &mily, and followers, had excited great 
conunotions in the fouth of Scotland, James partly by exer- 
tion, and partly by lenity, prevailed on them to return to their 
duty ♦. 

. This happy efi^ was produced, in a confiderable degree, 
by the dilcomfiture of Crawford, the aflbciate of the Douglales ; 
who riling in arms, was defeated by the royal troops com- 
iSMaymanded by Huntley. The aftioii happened near Brechin; 
and was accompanied with great (laughter on the part of the 
vanquilhed^. 

The civil confli^ls being ih Ibme mealure appealed, a parlia- 
^6 Aug. naent was held at iEidinburgh, which ifliied regulations tending 
to prevent a fcarcity of grain, in confequence of the internal 
commotions 

Douglas, 

' * Mair 323 imputes this to lord Hamilton. Compare Hume I, 362. 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay's tranfl. 67 feq. Hume I, 364 feq. 

* Thus battle is by Boyce and Lindfay alligned to 1453:4 but the Harleian 
MS. 2363, written by a monk of Kinlols, dates it on afeenfioa day 1452. 
Lefley agrees, p. 304, and Ferrerius Hift. Fans. Gordem,, ms. Harl. 1423, f. v. 
148, who gives a loi^ account of this engagement. He wrote in 1545: ib. 

145. ^ ■■■ 

* AiEts, f. V. 33. Amid the Icarcity, and imperfection, of materials it, may 
not be improper to commemorate the following charters of 1452, from Scotliar' 

vet’s. 
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Douglas, at length reconciled to the king, entered into a 1452 
folemn engagement, 1 . Not to pretend any title to the earl- 
dom of Wigton, except with the queen’s confent : 2. Nor to 
the lands of Stewarton, a part of the patrimony of the duchels 
of Touraine, his mother: 3. To abandon in future all hatred, 
or enmity, againll: all perfons: 4. To preferve the public 
peace, and make compen&tions to perfons already injured : 

5. To obferve the ftrifteft duty and refpeft to the king. This 
inftrument was ligned by Douglas, and lord Hamilton, for 
themlelves and their adherents ^ 

The public tranquility being completely reftored, the earl 1453 
of Douglas, the abbot of Melros, and Robert Liddel of Bali- 
mire, proceeded on an embafly to England, to prolong the April 
truce, which would otherwife have expired in 1 454. It was 
accordingly protrafted to May 1457 : was duly ratified by July 

James'. During his refidence in London Douglas obtained 
fafe condu6ts for himtelf, and lord Hamilton, to pals to 
Rome probably with a view to folicit difpenfations for his 
marriage with Margaret, the fair maid of Galloway, the 

vet’s Calendars. The lands of Guddie were granted to Robert Noric for 
bringing the tidings of the birth of prince Jatnes, i June. The lands and 
caftle of Tantallon to George earl of Angus, warden of the weflern marches, 

30 June. The earldom of Garioch to. the queen, 26- Aug. A charter by 
James earl of Douglas was confirmed, 27 Aug. , 

* Ruddiman, notes to Buchanan 441 , 442, from a copy in the Advocates 
Library, Hamilton is called brother of Douglas, becaufe he had wedded £u- 
phemia widow of Archibald carl of Douglas, .who died in 1439 » 

• Rymcr, XI, 324, .336, 339; 

Ibid. 326, 327. The three brothers of Douglasj lord Livitigdon, the 
bifliop of Glafgow, &c. &c. are included in the j(afe conduds. See ib. 333, a 
fafe conduA to fome burgefles of Edinburgh^i and Stirlmg, for the fame pilgri- 
mage. The intentions may have been innocent ; and the journey of Douglas 
in 1450 feems to have rendered thefe holy expeditions fafliionable in Scotland 
at this period. .. 
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* 453 of Wlllia,m late earl of Douglas, his brother. In this 

defign. he was oppofed by the influence of Janaes ; nnr is there 
evidence that he ever completed the marriage. 

This interval of domelBc quiet was diflinguiflaed by the 
foundation of the univeriityi of Olaigow, by the pious cares of 
William Turnbull; bUhop of ihat fee.. Tt Was endued with 
ample privileges ; and a> bull of Nicholas V' confirmed the 
ecedion. The relpedlable founder feon aftei; died, at Rome, 
whither ho retired from the fiibfequent- conimotios^ m his 
coimtry'. 

Ifahel duchefs of Bretagne, fifeer of James, being now a 
widow, was requefeed uv marriage by the prince of Navarre ; 
but the pix^ofalr being difagreeable to the French court* the 
bilhop of Galloway, and Dcwid Linihay efquire, were fent 
embafladors- to Bretagne, in order to fruflrate the prince’s ap.. 
plication, in which they fiicceeded*. . 

* Keith, BKhops, 149. On the loth Dec. ]t 47 ^> appears a charter, coti* 
firming the.llhertieyof.the.caiVege C^rGlaigow, granted in 1453. Scotft. Cal. 

* Lobineau, Hift. de Bretagne I, 654. She perfifted in widowhood; and 
in 1459^ there were three duchefles dowager of Bretagne. Ifabel had only 
daughters, one of whom wedded the duke de Hohan: and file lived , till 1494, 
after furviving many dukes and duchefles of Bretagnei Lob. paflim. 

On the ift May 1450 )ames granted a charter to Sir William Monipeny, for 
fervices to the dauphinefs, the duchefs of of Bretagne, and of Auftria, 
and his other fillers, Of the lanh^f Hallis of Airth, to be thereafter called the 
lands of Monipeny, blittch for a red rofe. Scotft. Cal. where fee alfo 7 Oft. 
1451. A defeendant Alexander Monipeny bought Concorfault in France from 
Stuart of Aubigny : his brother William Monipeny, abbot of St. Satur, was 
chofen archbilhop of Bou^ges in Thaumafliere Hiil. de Berry, 39$. 

. Scotftarvet’s Calendars are now ainhappily defedlive for four years, fripm 1453 
to > 457 . 

In 1447 the queim of France, on. a pilgrimage to St. Micha«l» was acepm- 
panned by 0 eanor of Scotland, fiftW of the duchefs of Bretagne. Ltd), fub ann o. 
See here, under ^ year 1457 * further intelligence concerning the princefles. 

The 
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The deepeft obfcurity impends even over the latter part of 1454 
the reign of James II, and it is almoft impdllible to enlighten ’■'“v— 
the events with the clear colours of chronology. Amid this 
uncertainty, the moft probable plan of arrangement Ihall be 
followed, and committed to the candour bf the reader. 

The death of Crichton, the chancellbr, ^hb had long mo- 
derated public affairs, feems to have opened the Way to the 
liicceeding tumults ^ Meanwhile the Englifh government 
complaining of depredations on the frontiers, the bifhop of 
Brechin, and the earl of Orkney chancellor, were appointed June 
embaffadors to adjufi the grievances : and loon after a fafe 
conduft appears to Beatrix, countels of Dou^as, widow of 16 June 
James the Grofs, and Margaret widow Of WilHam, with John 
Douglas lord of Balveny, on pretence of a pilgrimage to Eng- 
land, but probably to form treafbnable coiinedUons between 
their family and that country The cbntefts between the 
houfes of York and Lancafler had nOw commenced; and the 
duke of York being, at this period, poflefled of tSie fupreme 
power, he fevoured the houf^ of Douglas, in oppofition to 
James, who, in coiijunftion with France, lupported the in- 
terefts of Henry. 

Crawford, who had joined in the bond which proved fatal 
to the late eirl of Douglas, bad been punifhed with forfeiture, 
but was pardoned on fubmiffion *. Yet Mofay and Ormond, 

• Cfiiwfisrd, Off. 3O) jfatefr his <^ath I 455 v followed by Douglas. 

Yet Crawford, 34, fays Orkney was made chancellor on the death of Crichton ; 
and the former now appears in that capacity. See in Abercr. II, 430, the 
fabulous titles of Orkney. So in 1764, Dotfglas, Peerage 185, ftyleis William 
of Nithfdale prince if EianJUnt (Dantt-ic ;) amd htd (f Spfitce, (Prufiia) ! Thcfe 
gentlemen' febtn igbofant that foreign ebuntries hWe hiftorians. 

• Rymer, XI, 349. * Ibid. 

• Boyte, lib. XVIII, puts a fabulous oration into the mouth of Crawford, 
which Lindfay, 73—78, enlarges with family affedion. 
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1454 the brothers of Douglas, again excited a rebellion in the north, 
and ravaged the lands of Huntley and other loyal perfons. 
Huntley alTembling his followers gave half of Elgin to the 
flames, becaule that part of the town fupported Moray : and, 
though defeated at Dunkinty, he railed frefh troops, and 
forced the Douglales, Moray and Ormond, to leave the north 
of Scotland, and take fhelter in the Hebudes, whence they 
autumn proceeded to join their brother in his grand rebellion 

To underfbihd this rebellion aright, it feems neceflary to 
throw a brief glance <m the affairs of England. In the end of 
the preceding year Henry VI,. a prince whole weaknefs ren- 
dered his whole reign one minority,, had fallen into a ftate of 
infanity ; and Richard duke of York had been foon after de- 
clared proteflor of the realm. As James was ever firmly 
attached to Henry, and evinced on fubfcquent occafions an 
eagernefs to fupport his interefts, there is reafbn to infer that 
York excited, or favoured, the rebellion of Douglas, in order 
to prevent James from an interference in the affairs of Eng- 
land. Nor in cafe of the fuccefs of Douglas, in driving James 
from his throne, would the example have been unufeful to 
the defigns of York; nor the fupreme power of Douglas in 
Scotland unimportant to his purpofes. The intercourfe be- 
tween York and Douglas appears to have been mediated by 
Beatrix, the mother of the latter, and John lord Balveny his 
brother, who as is abovementioned had proceeded to England ; 
and who were afterwards fpecially included in the forfeiture 
of the ‘family, for defigns on the Scotifh monarchy fupported 
by Englifh influence. 

When to the aid of York arc added the internal caufes, the 
native ambition of the houfe of Douglas, unfatiated even by 

* Compare Boyce lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranflation 69, with Hume’s Doug- 
lafes I, 366. But the events of 1452 are intermixed. 
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the higheft honours of regal favour; its latent but deep en- 1454 
mity, excited by the deftrudion of two of its chiefs, during 
the prefent reign, and by other injuries and mortifications ; its 
confcioufiiefs that no monarch could ever lincerely pardon a 
family, which formed one nurfery of mbdllion^ which delpifcd 
the laws, and rivalled the throne ; its apprehenficais, from the 
recent ruin of its power in the north, that if effedhial refiftance 
were not inftantly oppol^, the annihilation of the flfem and 
other branches might follow ;' when thefe confiderations are 
weighed, the fources of this grand rebellion may not perhaps 
appear obfcure. The inflammatory principles had long exifted, 
and were deeply and widely Icattered : the power of York, the 
money and prote^on of England, the overthrow of Moray 
and Ormond, and the confequent Itings of apprehenfion and 
revenge, were only temporary circumftances, which fet fire 
to the train that (hook Scotland to ite centre. 

Such appear to have been the caufes of this grand rebellion, 
which threatened to overturn the Scothh throne, and which 
our elder writers ignorantly confider as a prolongation of that 
which arofe in 1452, on the alDUlination of WiUiam earl of 
Douglas; but which as is evident from origmal documents 
above adduced, was wholly extinguilhed in that year. Later 
writers have either followed their example, in confounding 
diflin^ events ; or have, under the general term of England, 
blended the remote, and oppofite, interefls of York and of 
Henry. They abb tell us that, (bon after the death of the 
former earl, Beatrix his mother, and Margaret the fair maid 
of Galloway his widow, took refuge in England : that Doug- 
las accepted the cmbaflTy, in the view of feoiring the hand of 
Margaret, whofe domains Were large ; and, in order to obtain 
a dirpenfation, he afterwards procured a lafe conduit for a 
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1454 pretended pilgrimage to Rome*. That a dilpenfation being 
refufed, he ne\'erthelefs wedded Margaret, who in dilguft fled 
to the Scotifh king ; and he beftowing her in marriage on his 
uterine brother Athole, the confequence was a civil war. 
But there is no evidence that James now carl of Douglas 
wedded his brother’s widow : or that Ihe returned to Scotland 
before the ruin of the family. The lame writers, who ftate 
this affair as ^ origin of the war, allb affert that Douglas 
and his brothers were, in July this year,' iummoned before a 
parliament, to anfwer for their crimes ; and upon nonappear- 
ance, were declared rebels and forfeited. This latter circum- 
llance would of itfelf prefent a fufficient caufe of the commo- 
tion : but the diflSlculty in the account of thefe authors conlifts 
in difeovering what new crimes the houfe of Douglas had 
committed; and the aft of forfeiture, 1455> is infallibly the 
firft and foie aft againft the family, as is clear from the 
records. 

The fafts and authorities, about to be adduced, will be 
found unanimous in the liipport of the previous obfervations 
above given. Nor is there any evidence that James had plan- 
ned the ruin of the potent family of Douglas, as theoretic 
writers would infer v for he was unprepared, and trembled at 
the impending danger. The inftrument of Auguft 1452, the 
honourable embafly of the following year, indicate complete 
reconciliation ; and though embers of jealoufy might at this 
feafon be revived, by the ruin of Moray and Ormond, and by 
the king’s interference in fruftraling the carl’s deflgn to wed 

his brother’s widow, yet the ambition of Douglas, joined with 

■ ■ 

* The Ikfe conduft is for four years f and might be intended as a refource in 
cafe the rebdlion failed ;■ and whether Henry or Ywk Ihould happen to be in 
power. 
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the other caufes above mentioned^ will to a candid mind ap< 1454 
pear the chief fprings of this memorable conteft. '—v— 

Unfortunately there is not,' for ite . commencement in the 
autumn of this year, that clear evidence Winch attends its 
termination in the next. The fiifo events reft upon doubtful 
and inaccurate authorities, the ufo of which necidftty alone can 
vindicate; and all tl^t can be done is to iele^ the moft im- 
portant, and probable, circumibmces, omkting foch as are 
contradifted by the genuine records of the enfouig year, 

It appears that James/ diicovering foe treafonable corref* 
pondence carried on by Douglas in; England, apd ftifpedling 
his ' deligns, lent an herald to fommcm him ^ fo appear before 
the privy council, of perhaps foe parliament. Far from 
(hewing obedience that potent es^l font focret meffengers to 
affix, in the night, placards iupon the churdbitdoors of Edin- 
burgh, charging foe kiiig wifo the murder of the two chiefs of 
the houfe of Douglas, and replete with ihfulting expreffions 
Inftantly aftembling a foudl array, James ravaged ibme 
lands belonging to Douglas. It being foe timie, of harveft, the 
king not only felt repugnance in dcftf eying foe com, but could 
not, except in the moft urgent,^ harrafs his fulgefts 
by affemWinga iarge,foicer ‘hc ^iiwBtef<^ and, dif- 

mifling a part of his followers* be ordered the remainder to 
befiege Abercorn* a ftrong caftle belonging to Douglas, and 
whiffo, foom its j^oximity to the capital, was an obji^t of pe- 
culiar jcalouly«,‘. 

Yet foe foddenneis df the attack on, his domains had fo 
much alafttied^ Donbas, who little expe^ed foch promptitude, 
that he withdrew to foe borders ; , whenoe he 'font lord Hamil- 

• Boyce lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s ttsnfl. 70. * Ibid. 
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1454 ton into Elngland to requeft York’s afliftance; and a fum of 
*' ' money was immediately remitted *. 

The circumftances of Douglas were now reduced to that 
criiisy that the only choice lay between a bold exertion of his 
whole Arength, in the ardent execution of great and extreme 
meafures, or a patient lubmiflion to total ruin. Reinforced 
by the pecuniary fupply from England, by the imagined fidelity 
of vafTals long opprefled, hy the martial influence of that name, 
which a fiiccelflon of heroes had rendered tiie trumpet of war, 
he refi}lved to oppofe his power in the open field to that of the 
king. The armed force, that would , arife at the call of Doug- 
las, was eftimated at forty thoufand men ; mofl: of them from 
their fituation hear the borders, and conflant exercife in fight, 
far fuperior to any other troops of Scotland. 

James had lent the earls of Orkney and Angus^ with fix 
thoufand men, to befiege the caflle of Abercorn, when Doug- 
las fummoned all his force to meet him at Douglas, on the 
tenth day, widi provifion for twenty days, to pafs with him to 
Abercorn, there to refcue (he fbrtrels ; or give the king battle, 
and force him to fights or to leave the kingdom. Surprized 
at this intelligence,, the king juftly diflruAing die fbuth of 
Scotland, the chief leat of the power of Doughs, pafled in a 
Blip to St. Andrews ; and has defpair even fuggefled to him an 
intention to abandon Scotland. But the prudent and refpeiA- 
able bifhopof that lee, James Kennedy, a Ion of the countels 
of Angus daughter of Robert III, ihfinuated motives of conir 
Iblation, and of eoura^.. By his advice tbb kin^ iflued pro- 
clamations, iummoning the array of the north, and oflering 
amnefly to all who Ihould now join his jiGemce : and in. a few 
days a confiderable fwoe arrived ; the. royal banner was raifed 

' * Boyce, lib. XVIII, Liodlay 81. .After this the incidents of 1454 are better 
authenticated by the fecond, and laft, large interpolation of Lindfay 81— -87. 

in 
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in St. Andrews; and the army marched to Falkland in order 1454 
of battle. Entering Stirling, attended by the barons of Fife, v— 
Strathern, and Angus, James remained |^ere, till the more 
northern troops Ihould approach and* ti|^ their janflion, 
he found hiinfelf at the head of fprty thou&nd men. He then 
advanced againft Douglas, who% army, atnounting to near 
forty thoufand, (among whom Hamilton, at the head of three 
hundred horle, ^.nd as maHyd^ifen in&ntry, was to mnder 
himlelf remarkable,) had encamped oh the iouth: fide of the 
Carron, in his march towards Abercom.. , , 

A battle was believed inevhahle,, which was to decide whe< 
ther James, or Douglas, ihould have the dominion of Scot- 
land. But bilhop Kennedy, anxious to prevent the efhilion of 
blood, had attended the royal army, and now fent a fecret 
meflage to Hamilton, his nephew, afluring him, in the king’s 
name, not only of remiffion, but of high reward, if he would 
leave Douglas.. Hamilton returned rather a favourable 
anfwer, yet heiitated between the laws of friendihip„ and the 
advantages of loyalty, when the haughtineis of Douglas cpn- 
fi}ired to induce him to embrace the latter.. A herald, arriving 
from the king, charged the rebels to diiperlo, imder pain of 
treaibn : Douglas fent him back mth derifion and imme- 
diately arrayed his hoit and tov^ards the royal army ; 

but feeing its ilimgth, and doubting the effe£i of the proplama;* 
tion of aninefty, nay thinking ths^ he perceived its influence 
in the dubious fervice, and fldkh of Im people, he con- 
dui 5 bd them bach. hoping, tpireaniinate their 

fidelity and ccmi^ge, befom he to ^ttle in the morn- 

ing. This imprudent procedture was' little approved by the 
barons, and lea(leia, eipecially by Hamilton, who immediately 
went to the earl, and inquired if he intended to give the king 
battle, or not ; affirming at the fiune time that the delay was 

fiiUi 
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1454 full of danger, as his people ^vere defcrting while the royal 
army ivas upon the increafe. Douglas anfwcred, with con- 
tempt, “ If you are tired, you may depart when you pleale 
and Hamilton, that night, palTed to the king. The other 
chiefs alarmed at bis departure, and fufpedlmg each other, alfb 
difbanded; fo that in the tnoming Douglas trembled when he 
beheld a filent and defeit camp, not one hundred men remain- 
ing, befides thofe who belonged to his houfchold, or were his 
immediate fervantS. Upon this unexpedled change, the earl 
fled to Annandale, where he lurjked with his brothers till the 
enfuing fprlng. In this furprizing manner fell for ever the 
enormous power of the houie of Douglas ; which had arifen 
from patriotic, heroilm ; and was condudled to perdition by 
ariftocratic tyranny, and the moll: ungrateful rebellion. 

1 455 events of the liibfequent year are happily illuftrated by 
original evidence, and jarticularly by a letter from. James to 
Charles VII king of France, reciting at fome length the ter- 
mination of the rebellion of Douglas *. 

Having lejtit Thomas Spence bi&op of Galloway, John lord 
Lindfay of^the Byres, «id Dr. Arons archdeacon of Clafgow, 
as emballacbrs to France, in order to Hate the progrefs and 
decline of the rebellion, James, as foon as the fealbn permitted 
the tedious operatums of a fiege, recommenced that of the 
caltle of Abibreorn’, which had been railed on the approach of 
winter. The army of James pitched their tents around this 
ab. 8 Ap. fortrels in Eafter week ; and fo imperfe«a was the art of attack 
that the liege occupkd a monih 

• This iitiportant letter is publiflied by D’AChwy ih hh Spieitegiittn, VoL III, 
p. Set, of the new edition by Do la Btrre, Paris 1713, folio. The editor 
erroneoufly dates it 1456 ;*but the chain of events, the attempt on Berwick, &c. 
evince 1455 to be the real year. See the otigimal in the Appendix. 

* Letter of Jalnes. 
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Wliile monafch’^s amu were thus eim|)loyed, Douglas, 1455 
who had hitherto lurked in the borders^ fled into England, 
attended only by four or five perfons. But his brothers, Moi'ay, 
Ormond^ and Balveny, renaainir^ in Eu 0 aJe with fomc fol- 
lowers, they harralFed the adja-ceriit country, till they were en- 
countered by the Scotfcs, and other borderers, who completely i May 
routed the marauders. Moray felling in the adlion, his head 
was cul off, and lent to James, then before Abercorn. Or-* 
mond was made prilbner, epnderaned, and executed. Balveny 
efcaped into England *. This remarkaUe route, lb fetal to 
the family of Douglas, happened at Arkinholm, on the river 
Elk, a little to die fouth of the junAion of the Eus with that 
llrcam 

At length the towers of the cafiJe of Abercorn, being Ihaken 
by the repeated force of machines, an aflauk was ordered, the 
fortrefs was taken by ftorm, and levelled with the ground; theab.SMay 
chief defenders being hanged, and the others dilinifled. James 
then proceeded againll the calties of Strathaven, Douglas, and 
others belonging to the rebels, all which he took, and dekroyed 
even to the foundations. He then ordered a detachment to 
befiegc that of Creif in Galloway ^ ; and his power being now 

firmly 

f Letter of James. . 

* Our fabulous writers place the confii^ at Ancrum-muir. Repeated charters 
of James to Scott of Kirkurd, the Batifons, See. for fervicc on this occaflon, 

Ipccially m^ion it to have happened at Arkinholm. See Scotft. Cal. ao Od. 

1458, and aa Feb. 1459. Vindication of El. More has publilhed 

two of them, p. 69, 70. Branxholm was afterwards granted to Scott for the 
fame caufe, 7 0 &. 1463. ScotQ. Cal. The origin of the power of the houfe 
ofBuccleugh. 

Arkinholm, or Erkinhom, is on die river Elk, oppolite Wachop-kirk : on 
the oppolite fide of the £iu Hands Langholm caftle. &e Font's Map of Eufdalc 
and Eikdale. The battle of Ancrum was in 1544. Lefl. 477. 

^ Letter of James. Cn^ is corrupted into Treftt the C and T, f and r, 
being llmilar in mss. That Creif is meant appears from the Aks of 1455. 

James 
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1455 firmly eftabUlhed, he returned to the capital to meet a parlia- 

•L-rij-mxf jneijt which had bieen there lummoned. 

9 June In this national council the forfeiture of Douglas, his mother 
Beatrix, his brothers Moray and Balveny, was folemnly de- 
creed. Moray had fallen ‘in a rebelUous ebnfli^ ; but his for- 
feiture remained to be pronounced by Ae law : while that , of 
Ormond is unmendoned, as haying been already iealed by his 
public execution for treafon *. 

Henry VI having in the mean time ibmewhat convalefced, 
James had>in May deftined a fiilemn emball^^ to England’. 
But the batde of St. Albans having reftored the power to 
York, the Scodlh monarch manifeded his enmity by an at- 
|uly tempt on Berwick. Some of the adjacent borderers had given 
tnformatum that the place might eafily be taken by' furprize : 
but an Englifliman, who had been admitted into Scotland by 

James oahs die {ndiao^t sad ibrfeitttKj and ■only adds dnt the rebellion vras 
completely extinid. 

* Ads, f. 34, 36. See this moft curious and important forfeiture in the 

AppencRx. The fummohs agalnA Douglas had been executed at Douglas, 
Strathaveh, and Lanark/ on the a4th April : the charges are, the fortifying of 
the, cattles of Creif, Douglas, Stratbavea, and Abercorn i epnnedious with 
Ei^land i riling in open war with a n^Ititude of aimfM u>cn near Lanark ; 
ravaging the lands lord Abernethy, the juldciary ; hurhing Dalkeith, &c. 
JBeatrix is jcondemned as' an accomplice in burning Kincavil, Bonytoun, and 
WarniftoKh, in the EngUfli leagues, ttc. Mbny’s lands antt efibds are efchealeJt 
and t« rtmm in the king’s hands, nor is the fummons mentioned ; all proofs 
that he was Hun before the forfeitute, whidi proceeds on his fortifying Loch- 
indore, and Tamaway, and aiding bis brother. Balveny foUows u an accom- 
plice of Douglas: and the ad is attefted by the feaU of Afholc, Angus, 
Menteith, Errol, Lora, Erilune, Campbell, Gn^m,Somenfttle, Montgomery, 
Maxwell , Lefley, GUmts, Hamilton, Giyy* Bi^wick, and jSve hilhcps. 

The date is loth June; yet the sath is brice meniiati^. 

* R^er, XI, 349 : a fafe condud 20th May to Kennedy bilhop of St. An- 
drews, Livingtton the chamberlain, dc. with i«o attendants. Tlte battle of 
St. Albans mras on the 22d May.' 
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lafe conduft, and bound by. oath not to retire without the 1455 
royal permiffion, preferring his country to his confcience, 
found means to elcape, and give the alarm. So that when 
James advanced with a numerous army, he found the Englilh 
prepared to defend Berwick by lea and land, and was con- 
llrained to abandon the enterprize He fent Rothfay herald 8 July 
to France with a letter relating this and the other events of 
tlie year; while Henry, or rather the Englilh government, re- 9 July 
mitted letters of acknowledgment to Northumberland the w^ar- 
den of the marches, and others, for the defence of Berwick : 
and the Englilh parjiament granted fupplics to guard it againft 
the Scots, who are acculed of befieging it during a truce *. 

Douglas was received with favour by the ruling party In 
England, and a penfion was granted to him for fervices to be 
done, till he could recover his eftates, feized, as the record 
cxprelles, by the perfon who calls himlelf king of Scotland 
When fuch is the language of a period deprefled by civil war, 
we 110 longer wonder at the truces between England and 
Scotland, and that no folid pacification could exift : the fub- 
jeftion of Scotland was ever the chief obje<a of the Englilh 
kings, and a contemporary w'riter of that nation hefitates not 
to prefer its importance to that of France * ; the Scotilh court 
well knew that this obftinately weak and ambitious pretenfion 
might feem to fleep, but was always alive. 

* Letter of James. 

* The letters of Henry are preferved in Rymer’s unprinted papers, N* 461.1, 
art. 114, 115 : and are dated 9th July, regni 33. The intelligence was fent to 
London on the 3d July : the attempt of James was probably on the tft or 2d. 

As a recompence Henry excufed Northumberland from his attendance on par- 
liament. The fupplics appear in the Parliamentary Hilloiy, II, 278 : this 
parliament met at Wellminfter 9th July, I4S5« Ib. 

* Rymcr, XI, 367. * Harding, f. v. 234. 
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1 4 The tranfadions of parliament are interefting and impor- 
tant *. The firft ftatute concerns the annexation of lands to 

4 Aug. 

the royal, domains, and mentions that the poverty of the crown 
often caules that of the realm ; for which reafon, and others 
not exprelTed, it is ordained that, in every part of the kingdom, 
there be certain lordlhips, and caftles, perpetually annexed to 
the royal property, and never to be alienated except by the 
advice of parliament ; that any other alienation fhall be void, 
and refumeable by the fovereign at pleafure, with all the profits 
which have refulted ; and that the king and his fucceflbrs be 
fworn to obferve this Ilatute. This laft claufe feems to indi- 
cate that the legiflative power poffeffed a title to direft the 
executive : but it is fufpeded that neither the king, nor the 
parliament, then knew the nature of ablblute power, or of 
liberty. The ordinance proceeds to declare that the whole 
cuftoms of the kingdom, as they ftood at the death, of James I, 
lhall be veiled in the prefent monarch; and to fpecify the 
knds annexed to the crown, among which we find ISttrick 
fbrefl-, and GaHoway, which belonged to the family of Douglas, 
but no other lands of that houfe feem to be mentioned; a 
eircumftance unaccounted for by our carelefs writers, and 
which probably aroft from the other extenfive domains of 
Douglas being fhared among the nobles, and others, who 
aflifted in fuppreffing the revolt*. The other chief territories,, 
recorded as belonging to the crown, are the caftle of Edln- 

* Afts, f. 34. In f. 35 appears a Aatute prohibiting, on pain of treafon, 
any intcrcourfe with Douglas, his mother, or brother (John lord Balvcny.) 

* On the 3d July 1455 a grant to lord Hamilton of the flierifidom#f 
Lanark, forfeited by Douglas. See Dougl. Peer. 329. On the 23d Ofl:. ap- 
pears a charter to the fame, and Euphemia countef^ (dowager) of Douglas and' 
lady Both well, hisfpoufe; confirmed 1481. Scotft. Cal. Several new peerages 
were created on. the fall of the family of Douglas. See Carmichael’s Trails, See. 

burgh. 
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burgh, witli fome lands in Lothian; that of Stirling, with 1455 
its dependent grounds; that of Dunbarton, with Ibme fnuill 
eftates ; the earldom of*^Fife, with the palace of Falkland ; 
the earldom of Strathern ; the lordfliip of Brechin ; the caftle ot 
Invernefs, and the lordlhips of Urquhart, and Abernethy, with 
other northern domains ; the Redcaftle in the fouth eaft ot 
Rofshire, with the appended lordfhip of Rofs, a minute limb of 
that great earldom, probably retained by James I, when he 
pardoned the earl of Rofe, the lord of the Iflcs, as a key to that 
diftant, and dubious, province. 

This parliament further ordered that the office of W’arden 
of the marches fhould not be hereditary : that all regalities 
in the king’s hands be annexed to the royalty, and that no 
regalities be granted in future without the fanition of the 
ftates ; that no office be hereditary, and that all offices granted 
fince the death of James I, be revoked eJccept the wardenffiip 
of the marches beftovved on the infant - Alexander, earl of 
March, and lord of Annandalc, fecond fon of the king, and 
afterwards duke of Albany. It is alfo decreed that, in the 
boroughs, a council of eight or twelve peiibns, according to 
the extent of the town, be cftabliflicd, to decide petty fuits: 
and that the members of parliament wear particular habits, 
which are minutely defcribed^ 

7 'he national council having again met, on the thirteenth of 
Odlober, took into conhderation the report of an intended 
Englifli invafion; and gave diredlions concerning the arrange- 
ment of beacons and other neceflary preparations. They then 
ordered that peribns fufpe6led of treafbn Ihould be imprilbned : 
tifet none Ihould pafs into England in time of war, without 
permiffion, under pain of treafon: and feveral other regulations 

Ads, f. 35, 36. Annandale had belonged lo Douglas. 

H h 2 appear. 
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1 45 5 appear, all relating to hoftilities, but not of fiich importance as 
'■'-'^’^to merit efpecial confideration. To the apprehenfion of war 
was added a more immediate calamity, that of the peftilence, 
which extended its ravages through the kingdom, and perhaps 
preferved it from any invaiion at this infeftious period*. 

1456 If credit be given to the late, and doubtful, accounts of this 
reign two invafions of Scotland took place this year. The firft 
was conduced by John lord of the Hies, who is faid to have 
committed feveral ravages, and even to have burnt Invernefs : 
he then retired, and was feme time after pardoned on fub- 
miflion’. This feems fabxilous ; and perhaps the fame cltarafter 
may be affigned to the more probable account that Douglas, 
and the carl of Northumberland, ravaging the borders, were 
defeated by Angus, with fmall lols on either fide '. 

From fuperior authority it appears that James, enraged at 
the condudi of the Englifh court in the fupply and reception of 
Douglas, entered the north of England, with a large army; but 
was met at the river Cayle, by two Englifh embafladors, by 
whole arts he was fb far dfeceived, as to return, and difmifs his 
forces. The fraud being fbon difcovered, the Scotifh monarch, 
in twenty-days, raifed a more formidable army than the former,, 
ravaged Northumberland with fire andfword; levelled many, 
caftles with the ground; and returned with fome fhew of 
military fame *. 

Meanwhile. 

* Ibid. f. 36, 37. 

® Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay s tranll. 88. When Boyce is at a lofs for in- 
cidents he has always rccourfe from the carlieft periods to the laft, to a Donald 
of the illcs. The lord at this time was John. Sutherland cafe, ch. v. p. 28* 
Douglas’ Peerage, 361. 

* Boyce, lib. XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 91. 

* Contin. of Bowar, 520. Mair, 325. Boyce, ever fabulous, fiippofes that 
James was fighting, on York’s fide, Lindfay, 99. The embalTadors probably 
appeared in Henry’s name^ and reprefented him as in power; but James was 

afterwards 
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Meanwhile Douglas was admitted to the titles of an Englilh 1456 
liibjeft’, and continued in that allegiance to the following mo-'—"*^ 
narchs Edward IV, and Richard III, but in him the family, 
and the treafbn, were to become extiuft. His lifter-in-law, 
Margaret, afterwards returned into Scotland ; where the king, 
commilerating her rank, her beauty, her tears, aftigned to her 
the lordftiip of Balveny, and wedded her to his uterine brother 
the earl of Athole ♦. 

A parliament was held at Edinburgh, which publifhed a few i90dl. 
ordinances regulating the manner of national defence againft 
England, the power of the duke of York the enemy of James, 
and the invafion of that country, leading the Scots to expe6I 
reprilals. Certain rules were eftabliihed, concerning thole in- 
fe6ted with the peftilence, which ftill defolated the kingdom, 
being, it is believed, the fifth great vifitation of that horrid 
contagion. The value of coin, foreign and domeftic, was 
confiderably raifed, fo that the Scotifti money became to the 
Englifti as one to three: and fome abufes committed by the 
king’s officers, in exacting the cuftoms at fairs, were reprefled. 

The moft important adl, which was however altered in the 
next parliament, concerns the holding of the feffions, or high 
court of juftice, which was ordered to fit for three months at a 

afterwards undeceived. Leflcy, 308, is more authentic. Tlic river Cayle feems 
Keil in Roxburghihire. 

Rymer, XI, 383, gives a letter from York, in Henry’s name, in anfwcr to the 
defiance of James, fent by Lion-king at arms, York treats James as an iifurper, 
claims homage, charges him with depredations, and returns defiance. This 
letter is dated 26th July 1456, and probably inftrgatcd the invafion by James. 

^ Rymer, XI, 381. 

♦ Stewart’s Genealogy, 171. But Sir John Stuart was not created earl of 
Athole till 1457 i Balveny was only granted to him in May 1460. Douglas’ 

Peer. 40. The marriage probably did not take place till 1459. confufion 

of chronology fprings from the grand fountain of. hiftorical error, He£lor 
Boyce. 

time ; 
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1456 time; and was to confift of three eminent clergy, three barons, 
’•■■’v'^and three commiffioncrs of the burghs, to be changed each 
month; and who were to be fworn, in the royal prefence, 
impartially to adminifter the laws. 'Fhe inftru£lions lent to 
France were voted fufficient, but their purport. is unknown*. 
H 57 A truce with England, where York was no longer in 
■ ■^**”*^ authority, was ncgociated, and at length concluded at Coventry 
to lalT; till the fixth day of July 1459*. he territory imme- 
diately appertaining to the earldom of Douglas, with Douglas- 
daje, and the appendant domains, was now granted to the earl 
of Angus, in which family, a branch of the former, it was to 
remain This meafure was imprudent, as it raifed the houfe 
of Angus to a povyer little inferior to that of the preceding 
lineage of Douglas, and which was afterwards too deeply felt 
in the kingdom : but individuals learn from experience, while 
nations, and fucceffive kings, feldora draw wifdom from former 
faults. That our monarchs were Grangers to the fixt plan of 
humbling the ariftocracy, imputed to them by theoretic writers, 
is liifficiently clear *. 

* Aas, f. V. 37—39- 

® Rymer, XI, 389. York had remained in power till February this year. 
To counteraft him, Margaret propofed to the court of France that the two 
daughters of James I, who went thither when the dauphinefs died, fhould be 
married to the two fons of the late duke of Somerfet her partizan. At the fame 
time Margaret prevailed on the French king to affift Scotland againft the duke 
of York: and Loheac and Breze invaded the fouth of England, and ravaged 
Par/ (Portfmouth?) De Coucy 709. Carte, II, 750. 

^ Hume’s Dough 11 , 18, 19* The earldom of Angus pafTed to the houfe of 
Douglas, by marriage, about 1381^ From George, fecond fon of William firll 
carl of Douglas, the houfe of Angus lineally defeended; and the prefent earl 
George was the fifth of that illullrious branch. Hume 11 , 6 — ii. 

• No fooner had Angus fucceeded to the power of Douglas, than the followers 
of the latter houfe joined the former. Sec the bond of lord Hamilton in Hume 
II, 19. It is dated 13th May 1457. 


About 
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About this time a negotiation was proceeding at Paris, con- 
cerning the claim of Denmark to an annual liim, for the ceffion 
of the Hebudes about two centuries before*. This aftair, 
unimportant in itfelf, led to the re-union of the Orkneys to the 
Scotifh crown in the fucceeding reign. 

The national council, being fummoned to Edinburgh, 1458 
diftinguifhed itfelf by enabling a great number of prudent laws. ^ 

The ordinance of the year 1 456, concerning the (upreme court 
of judicature, was reviled; and it was decreed that the feflions 
were only to continue for forty days at a time, but Ihould be 
held three times in the year, at three different cities, Edinburgh, 
Perth, and Aberdeen ; that is once a year at each place, in 
fucceffivc periods. This court confifted, as has above appeared, 
of committees of parliament ; and, from a fpecification in the 
aft, it feems that the Scotifh parliament did not now exceed 
one hundred and ninety members ’. The rotation of thele 
committees of juftice was a laudable meafure, and partook more 
of a free conftitution, than the foundation of James V, origin- 
ally projefted by John duke of Albany, on the model of a 
French judicatory parliament, after defpotifm had tainted the 
government of F ranee. This inftitution alfo contributes fome- 
M'hat to irtftruft us how a French parliament dwindled into a 
court of law. Particular regulations AVere enafted, concerning 
the caufes to be tried by this court of ftflioii, and the mode of 

* Torf. Ore. 184. A lingular law-fuit happened’this year between Jam^s 
and lord Erlkine, concerning the earWora of Mar^ and the king unjuftly gained 
the caufe ; nor was the fannily of Erlkine admitted to its right till 1562. See a 
minute detail of this grand procefs in Douglas’ Peer. 467, feq. 

* Each committee confifted of nine members, three clergymen, three b'arons, 
three burgeftes: thefe dillinft committees in the year amount to, twerity-feven 
members; and the a£t bears that, on this plan, the judicial capacity of each 
member would not revolve above once in fevea years, which infers a total of one 
hundred and eighty-ninc. 
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1458 procedure : but it is unjuftly, and impoliticly, ordered that the 
members Ihould defray their own expences. Other afts con- 
cern the regulation of tlie coin, of the hofpitals, and of military 
difeipline, particularly for the encouragement of archery. A 
curious fumptuary law appears, which fhall be referved for 
future confideration : and one common rate of mcafure is 
ordered to be followed through the kingdom. I'he decrees for 
the promotion of agriculture deferve applaufe ; they ordain that 
lands may be let in fee-farm, and that the king lhall fet the 
example ; that woods, trees, and hedges, be planted ; that wheat, 
peas, and beans, be regularly fown ; game is recommended to 
prefervation ; wolves, and birds of prey, to • deftruftion. A 
decent and peaceable attendance on the courts of juftice is 
enforced : the violent feizure of lands is guarded againft : he 
who attains the royal remiffion is, neverthelefs, to make com- 
penfation to the plaintiff for any robbery or fpoil : negligent, 
or corrupt, officers of juftice are to lofe their office, and profits, 
for a year and a day, if heritable; if not, for ever*. 

The famous ftatute of James I is confirmed, concerning 
leafing makings or the propagation of falfehoods between the 
king and the people ’ ; a law perhaps npt deferving of much 
blame, during the ftruggles between moiiarchy and ariftocracy, 
but which afterwards became an oppreflivc engine of ftat^. 
Two other afts particularly regard the conftitution; by the one 
it is wifely ordained that no leagues or bonds of affociation be 
entered into, nor any commotfens raifed, under the pain of 
confifeation, and even the life of the guilty to be in the king’s 
mercy; and that, under the fame penalty, no inhabitants of 
boroughs fhall engage in bonds of attendance; or ride in 
■armour, faye with the king, his officers, or the lord of the 

* Afts, f. y. 39.— 'f. V. 45. * Ibid. f. 45, c. *00. 
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borough. The other aft declares that no freeholder, that holds 1458 
of the king a property of lels value than twenty pounds a year, v* 
be conftrained to come to the jjarliament or general council, as 
a member, except he be a baron, or be commanded by tJie king’s 
officer or writ *. This ordinance, really intended as a relief 
of the ffibjefts at a period when attendance on patliament was 
regarded as a burdenfome expence, and lofs of time, has been 
\:onfl:rued into an Intention of undue influence. 

The patriotic exertions of this laft parliament of James JI 
are terminated with a decree, that the proper officers order its 
ftatutes to ‘be copied and proclaimed through the kingdom, in 
order that none naay pretend ignorance. The members con- 
clude withanaffefting peroration, to the effeft that, fince God has 
fent their fovereign fuch profperity, that all rebels and infringers 
of jufticc are baniffi*^', and no party able to excite commotion 
remains in the realm, if the king and his miniftefs be inclined^ 
to the quiet and utility of the flate, and to dilpenfc jufticc 
and equity among the people, the parliament therefore exhorts, 
and requires, the monarch diligently to enforce thefe ftatutes, 
that he may meet with the approbation of heaven, and of all 
his fubjefts; and expreffes gratitaide to God, who has fent 
them fuch a prince to be their governor and defender Alas, 
two Ihort years were to dole their hopes, and their gratitude ! 

A fatal chance was again to reduce Scotland to the confufions 
of a minority, and to retard the civilization, and the glory, of 
that ill-fated kingdom. That the happineft of milljpns ihould 
depend upon the infancy of one, is a paradox in human aftairs, 
whiph may provoke the ftniles of thofe who think, and the 
tears of thofe who feel. But fiich inftances feldora occur, 
and muft bb fuffered, to avoid greater evils. Severe however, 

♦ Adh, f. V. 43, c. 88, and f. 43, c. 85. * Ibid. f. 45, c. 102. 

' vot. 1. I i , as 
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1458 as are: the misfortunes of elcdive monarchy, when compared 
'"’‘■■'''^with the hereditary calamities of Scotkind, they Ipfe their 

terrors^ and aflumc tiie' afped of felicity. 

1 459 Plenij^otentiaries were named, to extend the truce with 
England, which expired this year y snd it was prolonged for 
nine years*.' The civil wars York and Lancafter now 
raged in that kingdom ; and were long- to conlume its force, 
and prevent any.tnoleftation of the neighbouring ftates 

Nov. A commiflion was iflued to Sir Williamt*Mompeny of Ratt'ray, 

andUdr. John Kennedy provoft of St. Andrews, to proceed on 
an embafly to France, and denrand the earldom of Xaintonge, 
which had been granted to James I. They were allb to form 
a treaty with Csiltlle ; and to join Patrick Fokart, captain of 
the SCotifh guard, in afeertaWt^ and fottling the debt due by 
Scotland to Denmark ; and afterwar-ite ^ pafi to Rome, with 
Mr. Hugh Douglas- archdeacon of St. Andrews, in order to 
teflafy the king’s obedience to the new pontiff Pius II *. 

1460 I** deficiency of hiftorical materials, it b not eafy to 
dilcovcr the pretences^ or caufes, which induced James to 
break the truce by befieging Roxburgh. It is certain that, in 
June, he fent embafladors to England^ to confirm the truce, 
and to compofe any flight infringements,, which might have- 

* To the 6th Juljr 1468. Rymer, XI, 426. It iis dated 12 Sept, and ratified 
by Henry, 2q Feb. 1460. Ibid. 443. Among Rymer’s unpublilhcd papers. 
No. 4612, art. 69, is a power from Henry, (tToventry 26th July,) to confer 
with envoys £rom Scotland'on fecrer matters, lately mentioned by Andrew abbot 
of Mclrofe. 

' Of this year, among other curious deeds in Scotftarvet’s Cale^^ars, is a 
grant to Jbhn Dalrumpill, fie king’t mrchanf, for fervices at home and abrosu^. 
Jan. and Aug. In Feb. James iiTued a fingular, and rather arbitrary, tnandne, 
fbrbiddihg John Swift, a burgcls of Edinburgh, to difiidwrit his eldeft fon ; it 
is publifhed by Hay Vind. of E. More, p. 61.. 

' Scotft, Cal. 


occurred 



JAMES II. 


occurred fmce its commencemeiit ’ : and that, on the third 1460 
of Auguft, he was ilain. That, in the conteft between, the 
families of York and Lancafter, the Scotifh monarch inclined 
to the latter is to be inferred from his peiibnal relation, by. the 
mother, with the families of Somerfet and Gaunt, and from 
the alliftance lent by the French king, his aUy)! to Henry VI ; 
and is aicertained by the treaties when Henry .maintained ]|is 
authority, and the intends of vrsa when York was in power, 
and by the flight oisHenryi and his queen, into' Scotland. 

The caftle of Roxburgh was in the cuftody of .William NcviJ, 
lord Fauconberg, of the houfe of Watwick, the chief pillar 
of York’s honourable caufe j. It appesua therefore - that the 
embafly of June, whkh conifted of not hiihc^, 

three abbots, and three peers, %ad far ftfperior ; intenjtMMi,s to 
thole exprefled in the commiiflon; and was fent to proiai& aid 
to Henry, upoti certain previous terms, probably th^f Rox- 
burgh and Berwick, held by the enemies of Jlenry, 
rellored to Scotland, if taken by James. ‘ Oii the; tenth of 
July the LancaRrians had been defeated at Ncrthaiiq>ton, and 
Henry reduced to captivity t an event which l^ms infliantly 
to have excited the Scothh monarch to arms, and he proceeded 
to fecure the conceflioiis in the firft place, as not only a necef* 
fary objedl of prudence updn his port, but as aflbrding a dif- 
tradhon to the arms of Ywk, or a motive to their Hame, by 
holding them out to the Englilh as the origin of national dif- 
afler, and di^race. 

Accordingly, toward the end of July, James, with a mi- 
merou^rmy, well lumilhed with cannon, and. warlike laa- 
#ineiy, proceeded to the fiege of Rojdsurgh caftle; which 
had ever fluce the battle of Durham remained in the hands of 

9 Itytncr, XI, 453. 

* Cal«ulars of . ancient charters, 38 H '6, p. ;i|fr. 

112 
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1460 the Engliili, and prefenteda monument of jealoufy and envy 

Scotland*. While the king was obferving the efFefls of 
his artillery, one of tlie rudely contrived cannons of that age, 
confifting of iron bars, girded with circles of metal, fuddenly. 
burft ; a fragment ftruck his. thigh, and the great efFufion of 
blood produced* a death alnvoft inftantaneous. The earl of 
i\pgus, who flood next to James, was wounded It is im- 
poflible to expfefi flic, ^ief of the camp, and of the kingdom, 
at the premature lofl of a beloved ibvereign, in the flower of 
his age, aggravated by the circumflanccs, and- by the flrahge 
M'antomiels of the fatality. The young regretted the death of 
a youthful prince, of an ardent leader j the old flghed at the 
profpefl of another minority. Could any confolation have 
arifen, jt mufl have proceedig^ from the fpirit of the queen, 
Mary of Gelder ; who, immediately upon the tidings, arrived 
in the camp with the infant heir of the monarchy, and fliewing 
him toiihe (bldiers, while the tears guflied. from her eyes, flic 
conjured them by every domeflic tye, by the memory of their 
fovereign, by the fame of Scotilh valour, not to depart from 
their deflgii, but to deflroy this (Calamitous fortrefl. The caftle 
was taken, and levelled with the ground *. 

Such was the misfortune which, deprived Scotland of the 
opening virtues of the fecond James, in the twenty ninth year 
of his agCj and. twenty fourth of his reign. His progeny were 

* Cont; of Bowarj 520. Kfair, 325; 

* Cont. of Bowar, 520. Mur, 325. W. Wyrceft're, II, 482. Chron.. 
end of Wioton MS. Reg. 17 D'.XX.. JEnejt Sylvii Comtn. p. 125, edit., 
Francof. 1614, folio. 

* Ibid., but they are filent concerning the queens and it is with^hefitatiqp 
that HeSor Boyce, fabulous from iirft to lad, is quoted with a final adieu to 
fiiat impoftor,. Lib, XVIII, Lindfay’s tranfl. 103, 104. Heflor wrote three- 
pages of the firft year of James IH, but happily did not finilh^^that reign, o£ 
which, there are feveral original hiiloriaas.. 


James 



JAMES 11 . 


James who fuc|;eeded him; Alexander duke of ^bany, wfio 1460 
was to be the f^her of John, the regent during the minority 
of James V; John, to be the earl of Mar: and two daughters, 

Mary, firft wedded to lord Boyd, and after to lord Hamilton, 
whofe family, ^ this connexion, were to' form hopes of the 
royalty in Madjjp reign; and Margaret, who married William 
lord Crichtoii^Pbn of the chancellor ^ Such matriages at> 
tended the ignominious fovereignty of Jam« III. 

’ Stewart’s Gen. 69. Jean wife, of Huntley, Douglas Peer. 299, was appa»- 
rently daughter not of the firft, but of the fecond, Jameft. 
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BJEING 

THE FIRST PART OP THE REIGN JAMES III. 


Minority of fames III — regency — Henry FI and his queen in 
Scotland — Berwick acquired — houfe of Angus rivals the 
former power of X^ouglas — war with England — truce — death 
of Mary of Gelder-^of b '^op Kennedy — Boyds in favour — 
parliaments — Mary the king's ffter wedded to Sir Thomas 
Boyd earl of Arran — marriage treaty with Denmark— 
Orkneys ceded to Scotland — Margaret of Denmark arrives — 
fall of the Boyds — character of fames — parliament — reflec- 
tions on fome,defpotic meafures — parliament — St, Andrews an 
archbijhopric. 



'HE caftlc of Roxburgh being demolifhed, the Scotifh 
leaders performed ceremonies of homage, and fidelity, 
loAug. j-jjgji- young fovereign, now in his eighth year, at the 
neighbouring town of Kellb, and then proceeded to the 
fortrefs of Wark which they alfo deftroyed. Contented with 
their fuccefs, and anxious to fettle the government^f their 
country, they returned and difmilTed the army ’ . 


’ Lefley, 31 1. 'Lindfay 108. Buchanan, lib. XII, c. 1. The date of the 
coronation, (St. Lawrence’s day,} may be found in the chronicle at the end of 
Winton, ms. Reg. 17 D.XX. 


Soon 
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Soon aft’er a parliament was held at Scone; and the .king’s 1460 
coronation was Iblemnized. The queen mother, who had'^*“*^ 
the foie care of her royal ’foil, his brothers, and lifters, ap- 
pointed that loyal and prudent prelate, Kennedy, to conduift 
the young monarch’s education • . The fottlement of the re- 
gency is not a little obfcure ; fome authors inferring the queen, 

Mary of Gelder, to have been the Ible' regent, ami to. have 
managed public affairs by the advice' of Kennedy; while others 
add a council of regency, confifting of tjie chancdUor lord 
Evaqdale, a natural defoendant of Murdac duke of Albany ; 
the earl of Orkney late chancellor, the lords Graliam and 
Boydj and the bilhops of Glal^w and Dunkeld But it 
appears moft probable that this council, if it exifted,> was only 
of ftate; and that the oftenlil^ maiiagemient had, by the 
will of the late king, or the praftice of Scotland, palled 
to the queen mother, who ufed the tricsd wifdom and abilities 
of Kennedy, in conducing die government. This prelate, 
by the beft influence, that of talents, and probity, and poli- 
lical Ikill, had acquired an authority before unknown to any 
churchman in Scotland ; a country always more remarkable 

* Lind fay, 107. 

^ Ib. 107, 108. I^eficy, 311. On the religniition of the earl of Orkney in 
14585 the bifliop of Brechin became chancellor. Andrew Stuart lord Evandale, (or 
Avondale* Lanarkftiire,) a natural *f6n of Sir Jairifes Stuart, (that fon of Murdac 
duke of Albany who fled to Ireland in the beginning of the reign of Jaines I,) 
had been recalled with hk two brothers by James II5 and appears as chancellor 
on the acceffion of James III. Grawf. OlF. 37. 

The fables, and prolix orations^ of Buchanan concerning a conteft between 
the queened Kennedy, XI, 6 — 17 were compofed by him to ferve the fadion 
of Murray igainft Mary, and deferve fevere reprobation, a« they evince that he 
was capable of perverting the very foundation of hiftory. 

About the commencement of this reign it appears, from Scotftarvet’s Ca- 
lendars, that James lord Livingfton was great chamberlain ; Janies Lindfay 
provoft of Lincluden keeper of the privy fcal; Sir John Colquhoun comptroller; 

Dkvid Guthrie of Kincaldrum trcafiirer; Archibald Whiilaw archdeacon of 
Moray fecretary. 

for 
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1 460 for the moderation of its clergy, than for their ambition : and 
at a period while c\'en the barren waftes of Sweden had lie- 
comc the bloody fcencs of eccleliaftical dominion, it is pleafing 
to obferve the Scotilh prelates only eminent in honefty,’and 
patriotifm. 

1461 An important event foon attracted the attention of the 
Scotilh government. Henry VI of England, having been de- 
feated at Touton in yorkflhife by Bidward IV, fled to Scotland, 

ag Mar. with his queen and fon ; the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, 
lord Rofs, Fortefeue the chief juftice, and other perfons of 
rank *. While the mental infirmities of Henry confined him 
at Kirkudbright, his heroic queen advanced to Edinburgh, and 
embrace^ in Mary of.Gelder a form of limilar elegance, a 
fpirit of fimilar elevation The rclemblahce of their difpo- 
fltions rendered the former alliance an inftant friendfhip. A 
•juarriage between Edward the fon of I lenry, and Mary the 
daughter of Scotland, was propofed and refolved ; but delayed 
by the youth of the parties, and finally prevented by the mif- 
fortunes, and the death of that prince H’o conciliate the 
expefted aid, Berwick was liirrendered to the Scots ; an ob- 
jedt*often wiflied and attempted fince the difgraceful invafion 

June of B.dward Baliol. In retvirn, a Scotifli army entered England, 
and laid ficgc to Carlifle, which was held for Edward IV ; 
but the Englifti led by lord Montague raifed the fiege, and 
defeated the Scots with great {laughter ^ 

* Mall, 187. Polyd. Virgil, lib. XXIII, p. 511. Harding, f. v, T27 edit. 
'S 43 » 4a>* (who wrote, f. v. 229, while Henry was in Scotland.) Ferrerius, 
385. Lellcy, 313. Lindfay, 108. See alfo the Pafton contemporary letters, 
I, 219, 223. Monftrelct, III, f. y. 61. 

® Pafton letters, I, 249 : Henry was only attended by four men and a boy. 

‘ Monftrelct, III, f. v. 61. Hall, 137. Buchanan, XII, 3. 

’’ Harding; f. v. 227. Hall, f. v. 187. Polyd. Virg. XXIII, p. 511. Mair, 
327, Ferrerius, 385*. Lindfay, 108. Leflcy, 312. Buchanan, "xil, 3. The 
Pafton letters, I, 231, bear thatibooo Scots were flain at Carlifle. 
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So far were the Scotifti monarchs from the refined policy of 1461 
humbling their nobility, who, in a lawlefs country and period, 
formed, as it were, the bonds of fidelity between the king and 
the people, that James II had, in deftroying the power of 
Douglas, only transferred that influence to Angus, another 
branch of the family. To gain the affiftance of this powerful 
houle, Henry V^l now entered into an engagement to give 
Cfeorge, earl of Angus, lands between the rivers Trent and 
Humber, amounting to the yearly value of two thoufand 
marks fterling ; and to ereft thefe lands into a dukedom. It 
was however ftipulated that the earl might war on England, 
at the command of the Scotilh king ; and that he (hould not 
be amenable to the Engliih parliament, or courts of Juftice \ 

To balance the influence of Henry in Scotland, Edward IV 
entered into a negotiation with John of Hay, earl of Rols, OSt, 
and lord of the Ifles, who maintained the independence of 
his anceftors. By the treaty this potentate, and his numerous 1462 
vaffals, become the liege fubjeds of Edward, who affigns to 
the carl a certain pention ; and engages that, if Scotland be 
vanquifhed by the alliance, the part to the north of the river 
Forth fhall be bellowed on Rofs, while that to the fouth is to 
be held by the baniflied earl of Douglas, both acknowledging 
the fuperiority of England 

Eager to ftrengthen her defigns by additional affiftance, 
Margaret of England failed from Kirkcudbright to Bretagne, i6Api. 
where ftic prevailed on the duke to advance twelve thoufand 
crowns. She then pafled to Anjou, to her father, whence ftic 
proceeded to the F reach court at Chinon * . By an engagement 

• Hume Douglas, II, 2i, 22, from the original. 

’ Rvincr, XI, 483, 484, 492. 

• Wyrceltre, 493. Duclos’ hid. dc Louis XI. I, 177. 
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1463 to fiirrendfiF Calais, when in her power, this ipirited princefs 
’"■"■“H — ' induced Louis XI to reinforce her caufe with a lum of twenty 
thoufand livres, and a permiflion to Breze, the high fteward of 
Normandy, to accompany her with five hundred men at arms ; 
who, with their ufual attendants, formed a force of about two 
Odl. thoufand men *. 

She landed near Bamborough, and feized that fortrefs, Aln- 
wick, and Dunftanburgh. But Edward IV, and Warwick, 
advancing with a numerous army, Margaret and Breze udth- 
drew to their fleet ; and palled to Berwick amidft a dangerous 
Dec. tempeft, in which foveral ihips, mariners, and foldiers, were 
loft on Holy Ifland. The three caftles fpeedily liirrendered to 
the arms of the Englifli king. Yet Angus and Breze gallantly 
advanced with a confiderable force, and brought off in fafety 
Breze’s fon, with the French garrifon, from Ahiwick, in tlie 
146^ fight of the Englifli army’. 

Margaret of England finding all further refiftance vain, fled 
wdth her fon, and fome adherents, to Flanders, whence flic 

* Du Tillet, f. V. 144. Duclos, ib. • Carte, forgetting that Wyreeftre's work 
is pofthumous, and not finally correfled, fo that rometimt-s ewiits are twice 
mentioned, flrangely fuppofes Margaret and Breze to have twice arrived from 
France and taken Alnwick, 1462, 1463. Wyreeftre’s V(»yages of Margaret in 
April, and on Good-Friday, p. 492, 493, are one and the fame, the latter date 
being April 16th, 1462. The ilate of the deed concerning Calais, the plain 
narrative of Duclos, &c. evince tfie identity. In April 1463, Margaret w'pnt to 
Flanders, and Anjou, w'here flte remained, Wyreeftre 496 ; and her prcfcncc at 
the battle of Hexham, 1464, is more than doubtful. In July 1462 it was not 
Breze, as Carte fuppofes, but Talbot who furrendered Alnwick, which he held 
with an Englifli garrifon as a partizan of Henry. Wyre. 493. Redpath and 
others have been milled by Carte’s inadvertence. Stow, Grafton, and other late 
writers, deferve little credit. 

* Harding, 228. Wyreeftre, 494, 495. Fabian, 11 , 215. Duclos, I, 179. 
Iceland Coll. II. 499. Lcfley, 313. Lindfay, 109. Pafton Letters, I, 273. 
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pafTed to her father who affigned her a reiidetice and revenue *. 
The battle of Hexham fought by her adherents in the follow- 
ing year was fatal to her caufe : while Henry, fufjiicious of the 
Scots, ventured into England in difguife ; and, after lurking a 
year in Lancailiire, was difeovered and fent to the tower of 
London. 

Warwick had artfully fhaken the attachment of Mary of 
Gelder to the caufe of Henry, by propofing her marriage wnth 
the new Englifh monarch: and the queen dowager feems even 
to have proceeded to Carlifle, to advance the negotiations 
But her doubtful reputation, and the ruin of Henry’s affairs, 
fruftrated the defign; and fhe may appear to have fallen a 
vidim to her mortification on the occafion. Mary of Gelder 
died on the fixteenth of November, in the flower of her age 

^ Wyreeftre, 496. Fortefeue the chief juftice feems to hsfvc attended her to 
Flanders, whence he was invited to England. He Was foon after qneftioned 
concerning fome writings againft Edward’s right, which had been circulated 
from Scotland into England. His declaration inanfwer appears, ms. Harl. 1757, 
f. 188. It is long and curious, but foreign to this work. 

^ In April 1462, according to Wyreeftre, 493, Warwick met Mary at 
Dumfries, on the bufinefs of the marriage. In the Pafton letters, I, 270, there 
arc fomc fiiigular notices concerning the negotiations in Scotland. “ Thcfc 
lords in your other letter, with lord Haftyngs, and others, ben to Karlyle, to 
refl'ave in the queen of Scots.’* The fame letter aflerts that it was agreed that 
Henry and his adherents ftiould be delivered up to Edward ; thefe tefms having 
been granted by the young lords of Scotland in oppofition to the old. The fame 
diftinftion of party occurs in the minority of James V, which fee. The earl of 
Douglas was, by the treaty, to be regarded as an Englifliman ; and retired in 
cohfternation to the abbey of St. Alban’s. It appears that the queen and Ken- 
nedy were in concord, in fpite of Buchanan’s fables; and that their party was 
that of the young or new lords, created by the houfe of Stuart ; while perhaps 
Angus, attached by intereft to Henry and to war with England, led the ancient 
ariftocracy: but he died this year, leaving a fon Archibald only nine years of 
age. Douglas Peer. Hume, II, 27. 

^ Mair, 327. Lindfay, 109. Biich. XII. 18. Lefley, 314, gives the month 
and day. 
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1 463 Her prudence, her fpirit, her various virtues and abilities, re- 
commended her to public veneration, and efteem. A widow 
in the bloom of beauty, and vigour of youth, it would not be a 
matter of (lirprife that her chaftity was dubious ; and even this 
ftain would difappear in the fplendor of her merits, for nothing 
can be more unjuft than to infer that the lofs of female modefty 
is the lofs of every virtue. But there may perhaps be realbn 
to believe that this charge belongs to calumny, and originated 
among fome of the ambitious and inimical nobles, who vainly 
afpired to her hand or her power; or, while awed by her 
authority, delpifed her fway as that of a woman and a 
foreigner 

^ The Hepburns of Hales, afterwards of Bothwell, were fatal to the rcpuia^ 
tion of our queens. Adam Hepburn of Hales is charged by Mair, 327, with 
committing adultery with Mary of Gcldcr, he being a married man. The charge 
is repeated, almoft verbatim, by Ferrerius, 386, who adds her praife, ** alias 
mirum in modum laudatiflimae:*' by Lindfay, 109, and alluded to by Bu- 
chanan, XII, 18. Sir D. Dalrymple defends her, Remarks, ch. VII, by faying 
that Mair brought the charge fifty years after her death ; but he was advanced 
in years, when he wrote, and it is to be willed that we had equal evidence for 
all the events in our hiftory. Sir David omits another evidence, that of Wyr- 
ceftre, a contemporary, cited by Carte, II, 766, charging, her with an amour 
with Somerfet, whofe vanity related it to Louis XL; and Mary in revenge in- 
lligated Hales to murder him. Nor could Alexander duke of Albany have branded 
his brother James III as a baftard, if their mother’s reputation had been holy. 
Her devotion is more apparent, than her chaftity, by her foundation of Trinity 
church and hofpital, Edinburgh, 1461, confirmed by the bifhop of. St. Andrews* 
on the ift of April 1462. See Arnot’s Edinburgh. 

Devotion and love are proverbially conne6lcd ; and it will be difficult for any- 
knight errant to overcome the teftimony of Wyreeftre, which moreover com- 
pletely tallies with that of our hiftorians. “ Mcnfe Marcii (1462) dux Somer- 
fetix reverfus eft dc Flandria, in una carvclla, in Scocia. Et Regina Scociae 
habuit ipfum in fummo odio, co quod difcooperuit carnalem copulatn cum ca 
Regi Francfae, ct fecit domlnum de Haylis fibi infidiari ad interficiendum.” Ad 
finem Libri Nigri a Hcarnc, II, 492. See alfo, Lcland Itin. V, 94, her fuf- 
pefted amour with Gray of Northumberland. 
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Neverthelefs the blfliop of Glafgow, and other embafladors, 1465 
met the commiffioncrs of England at York; and a truce of'"**"*^" 
about one year was concluded. I'he fupport of Henry’s caufe *9 Dec. 
was formally abandoned by Scotland ; and Edward on his fide 
refigned that of the banifhed earl of Douglas : but the depofed 
king and peer were to remain inviolate ia the relpeftivc 
realms to which they had fled for refuge *. 

The truce, lately concluded with England, was violated. 14*54 
The young duke of Albany, proceeding to Gelderland, with a May 
numerous train, after having procured a lafe conduft from the 
Englifli monarch, was neverthelefs captured at fea : but, by the 
fpirited remonftrances of the Scotifli government, declaring 
inftant war in cafe he were not rplea&d, his deliverance was 
ii^cedily effected’. This event appears to have been acci- 
dental, for the truce was immediately extended to fifteen 
years ' ; and in the following year to the term, before unknown, 14^5 
of fifty-four years, clofing at the laft day of Oflober 1519*; a 
vain Ipace, and foon to be interrupted ! Edward IV, dillblved 

* Rymer, XI, 517, gives the comrtiiflibn of James; the terms of the truce 
are taken by Abercromby, II, 390, from the original in the Scotilh records; but 
this author fceras miflaken, when he mentions the bifliop of St. Andrews as an 
envoy. There is indeed a fafe conduft to that prelate 5 Dec. 1463, Rymer, XI, 

509, but not as envoy ; though the other perfons there named were the em- 
bafladors. . * 

Perhaps it was on this occafion that a declaration was given by Thomas bifliop 
of Aberdeen, Crawfurd, Hamilton, See. that the earl of Oxford, on coming to 
Scotland in 1461; was ordered to retire, and fold no Ihips there. Rymer’s 
unp. papers. No. 4613, art. 48. 

’ Mair, 328. Lindfay, no. Lefley, 314. Ferrerius, 386. Such. XII, 18. 

His pafsport is dated 2oth April. Rymer, XI, 520. 

* Rymer, XI, 525, i June. 

* Ibid. 557. The commiffion of James is dated at Down- in Menteith, 28 
Nov. 1465: ib. 549. 

In 1464 the lords of Vere and Tourhon arrived in Scotland, as embafladors of 
Cliarles duke of Burgundy, and renewed the alliance. Lefl. 314. 

in 
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in luxury, and fiiofft 'fond of plcafufe than of war, eagerly 
wilhed that the Scoti/h king Ihould wed an Englilh lady, and 
that a perpetual peace fliould be eftabliflied between the king- 
doms ; while the government of Scotland, influenced by bilhop 
'Kennedy, feemed at length to have learned that war was ito 
path to folid advantages. The new politics of Louis XI, his 
avarice, his want of faith, feem alfo to have had feme weight in 
the pacific inclinations manifefted by Scotland 

The deafh of bilhop Kennedy, a prelate of high and deferved 
reputation, excited much public regret. A grandfon of 
Robert III, his virtues, and abilities, conferred a greater glory 
than his royal defeent*. His wifdom, his munificence, his 
public fpirit, fecured the applaufc, and gratitude, of his country : 
and his fame would diffufe a ftrong and fteady light, inde- 
pendent of the darknefs of a barbarous age. Upon the death 
of the queen mother, he appears to have retained the chief 
management of affairs, by the declared will, or implied confent, 
of the nation. To the foundation of the college at St. An- 
drews, this prelate added two other monuments of his wealth, 

^ Ducloshift. dc Louis XI, I, 291, mentions an embafly from Scotland, in 
1465, to reclaim Xaintnngc, and fupport the duke of Bretagne againll the am- 
bition of Louis. The matrimonial conneftions with Bretagne and Burgundy 
operatc4almoIl to a diflblution of the alliance with France. 

Buchanan following, as ufual, the fabulous Boyce, and with his own wonted 
ncgled of chronology, arranges as in 1465 an infurredion of Donald of the ifles, 
dated by Boyce in 1461. When Boyce wanted materials in whatever Ilagc of 
his hiftory he always raifed a Donald of the ifles, the perpetual ghofl of his pages. 
From 1427 to 1448 Alexander was lord of the ifles; John from 1448 to 1475. 
Suth. Cafe, 30, 31. Dougl. Peer. 

* Mary daughter of Robert III was firft wedded to George carl of Angus, and 
afterwards to Sir James Kennedy, by whom Ihe had ilfuc Gilbert lord Kennedy, 
and the biihop. Stewart’s Gen. 62. The i'econd George earl of Angus, who 
died in 1463, was uterine brother of biihop Kennedy. Ib. Dougk Peer. 
Hume, II, II. 
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hi 9 tomb of the fineft gothic conftruftion, and a fliip of great 1466 
fize called the Bilhop’s Barge. The former was facrcd to the 
idle pride of the times ; but in the latter he might reproach his 
nation with inattention to commerce» and maritime affairs, 
and hold out an example for theif imitation. It ia afferted 
that the expence of thefe three objects amounted Co ten thoxj^ 

&nd pounds fferling each ; or a total fum. equal at prcfent to 
about three hundred thoufand pounds : but it is hardly con- 
ceiveable that, even in twenty-fix years of prelacy, and five of 
public emolument, fuch a treafure could have been amaffed. 
Eminent in knowledge of the civil law, in the learning of the 
age, in the experience of men, and manners, and politics, the 
late king, the nobles, fubmitted to his wifdom as to that of a 
public parent. Nor was the, bdhop lefs refpefilable than the 
counfellor of ftate, in enforcing the refidence of his clergy, their 
regular preaching, and vifitation of the fick; and in affording an 
example, by preaching four times in the year at every church 
of his diocefe, by iufpeiling the maintenance of the poor, and 
the education of youth, and by the vigorous punifliment of 
clerical negligence 

The king, now in his fourteenth year, being delivered from 
the ftern inffru£hon of the prelate of St. Andrews, became a 
prey to flattering courtiers. Among thefe Robert lord IBoyd 
was diffinguifhed for his conciliating manners, and interefled 
cunning. His fbns, Thomas and Robert, were introduced to 
the royal favour; and then; uncle. Sir Alexander Boyd, a 

* Compare Mair, 328, who, amid much praife, juftly blames Kennedy for 
holding the commendam of Piltenweem with his bifhopric ; and for the proud ex- 
pence of his tomb. It is lingular that Mair Ihould mention the commendam a.s 
fmall, exigua^ and yet efiimateits revenue at eight hundred pieces of gold : lliould 
wc rciid eighty ^ Lindfay, iio, gives a charafter as ufual. Lciierius, 1. 

V. 337, Lclley, 314, Buchanau,XII, 23, join in theapplaufc. 


mirror 



BOOK VII. 


256 

1466 mirror of chivalry, was appointed to lupcrintend the military 
Li.-y— uj exercifes of the youthful Ibvereign After the death of 
Kennedy, the Boyds had proceeded to luch audacity that, when 
•jhily the king was fitting in the exchequer at Linlithgow, they con- 
ftrained him. to proceed with them to Edinburgh, and to re- 
move from his prefence thofe who had been ordered to attend 
him by the parliament ^ This violence, which had been 
declared dire£l treafon by a late aft, was in a very few years to 
furnilh means for the condemnation of the perpetrators. 

9 Oa. A parliament being fummoned to Edinburgh, lord Boyd was 
folcmnly pardoned by the king; and appointed governor of his 
perfon, and of the princes, and royal caftles, and afterwards one 
of the council chofen to conduft the marriages of James, his 
brothers, and fillers *. The privileges of the church were, as 
ufual, ratified: it was ordered that the dowery of the future 
queen fliould amount to one third of the royal revenue, in lands 
and cuftoms: feveral regulations to rcilrain the avarice of the 
clergy concerning penlions, and commendams, were iflued: 
and a flatuteof Robert 1 , denying to any EngUflunen benefices 

® Ferreriiis, 386, Buchanan, XII, 21. Lefley’s brevity ©mils much: and 
Lindfay, 114, unaccountably pafles ten years, 1468 — 1478* The Boyds, and 
other weftern families, feem to have been favoured by bilhop Kennedy, whofe 
patrimonial conneftions lay in that divifion. 

' Sec an extraft of the trial of the Boyds in 1469, in Crawf. Off. 316, 317. 
Buchanan, XII, 22, erroneoufly fuppofes the affair to have happened before the 
death of bifliop Kennedy. His yohn Kennedy was Gilbert, elder brother of the 
bilhop : Rudd, notes 443. But his whole account is a fable, and irreconcileablc 
with the trial. F'abulous elegance, and a complete confufion of chronology, arc 
the genera! features of Buchanan’s hiftory. Lefley is infinitely fuperior in veracity 
and cxaflncfs. 

* A folemn pardon was granted to Boyd, Adam Hepburn apparent (heir) of 
Hales, John lord Somerville, and Ker ma^cr of Cefsfurd, 5 Ofl. Scotft. Cal. 
Boyd had a grant of the office of governor of the king, his brothers, and caftles, 
25 Od. Ib. As to the marriages fee Crawf. Off. 315. Ads, f. 46, c. 2. 
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fecular or religious in Scotland, was confirmed. For the 1466 
further fecurity of the public peace, high fines were impofed ’—“v— 
upon the hnrro'vusy or pledges, of thole who had been obliged to 
give fecurity for their behaviour, and afterwards violated the 
paction, d'his parliament further ordained that no jierlbn 
Ihould fend money out of the kingdom, nor take more with 
him than was neceflary for his cxpences, under pain of forfeit- 
ing the lum, and ten pounds more : an ineffeftual provifion for 
the want of induftry, and caleulated to fetter commerce, and 
increafe that poverty which it was intended to prevent. The 
increafing wealth of England rendered the poverty of Scotland 
more conipicuous: but we in vain perufe the Scotilh a 61 :s of 
parliament, to find encouragement given to the woollen trade, 
or to manufatlures, or any invitation to foreign manufafturers, 
to I'ettle in the kingdom. On the contrary the regulations 
feem only adapted to banifli commerce; and in confequence 
deprefs induftry ; and as it can hardly be conceived that the 
commiflioners of the burghs were blind to their own intereft, 
there is room to believe that the overbearing nobles, and 
prelates, intended to crulh the wealth of the citizens, a fubjefl 
of their envy and fcorn. The Scotiih money was now to the 
Englilh as one to three ; and the Scotifh lilver penny became a 
moft diminutive coin, fo that it could not be cut into quarters, 
or farthings, as formerly : for the benefit of the poor, this par- 
liament decreed that billon farthings, of copper mixt with a 
fmail portion of filver, fhould be ifliied, being the firft example 
of that coinage in Scotland 

I'he national council, having again affemblcd, publifhed 1467 
feveral decrees wholly regarding commerce. It was inftituted 3* J‘‘"- 
that none but freemen of burghs, and their domeftic fadlors, 

* Ads, f. 46 — f. V. 47. 
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1467 and fcrvants, (hould pretend to foreign trade, except the 
' bifhops, lords, barons, and higher clergy, who might fend their 
fervants: that no craftfmen Ihould engage in foreign m’er- 
chandize : that none Ihould alpire to trade, who had not a 
certain property: that no Ihip Ihould fail, without a formal 
agreement between the merchants and the mafter of the velfel ; 
nor enter upon a voyage in winter : that no merchant ftioulcl 
freight any veffel to certain towns in Flanders, among which 
Bruges, the grand ilaple of commerce, is mentioned, but that 
Middleburg Ihould be the only allowed port in the Is’ ether - 
lands, while Rochelle, Bourdeaux, and the other havens of 
France, are left free as before; an ordinance apparently pro- 
ceeding from fome frelh diflention with the Flemings 

Meanwhile the Boyds proceeded in their ambitious defigns, 
and colle£led a power too heavy for them long to fnpport. 
Strangers to the prudence of moderation, their career was rapid 
in the extreme; and the nation beheld with difguft, and fur- 
prife, their influence fo far abufe the weak youth of tlie king, 
as to procure his eldefr After, who had been affianced to the 
ioa of Henry VI, in marriage to Sir Thomas, the fou of lord 
Boyd. The iftand of Arran, and other lands, were given as 
the dower of the princely bride> and er&^ed into an earldom in 
order ta elevate the ftation of her huiband, who was at the 
fame time created conftable of Scotland *. This connection 
was the more invidious, as lord Boyd was one of thofe who had 
been appointed to manage the nuptials of the royal family; 
and as it was aiferted that the princeis had been prpmifed to 


* A&s, f. V. 47 — f. V. 48. 

* In Scotftarvet’s Calendars appear grants of the lands of Arran, Stuartoun, 
ftc. to Mary co>jntefs of Arran, and Thomas lord Boyd earl of Arran her h'ufband, 
dated 26 April 1467. He is conftable in October. Carm. Tradls, p. 48. 
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Hamilton’s Ion, as a recompence for his critical fervices to her 1+67 
father, in withdrawing his forces from Douglas’. 

The ftatutcs of the two next feffions of parliament chiefly 
concern the ftate of money in the kingdom ; and muft have 
excited difeontent by the repeated alterations of the value, a 
fymptom indicative of a U'eak or a pernicious government. 
Scotifli money now became to the Englifh as one to four; a 
circumftance rather imputable perhaps to the increafing wealth 
of England, than to the penury of Scotland; though in the 
latter country a great fource of abundance had been flopped, 
by the long difcontinuance of inroads into England, whence a 
degi'ee of opulence had arifen, from the fpoil and the ranfom of 
captives. However this be, the unpopular example of James 
III long ferved as a beacon to warn the fucceeding monarchs, 
and tlKTC is no further alteration in the value of money till the 
reign of Mary. 

Among the lingular incongruities of human aflairs, may be 
clafled the fortune of the third James. His feeble and ty- 
rannic reign was, in its commencement, graced witli the 
capture of Roxburgh, the reddition of Berwick, and the im- 
portant annexation of the Orkneys to the Scotifh monarchy ; 
any one of vsdiich events would have relieved honour on the 
able reigns of his father, or grandfather. Let us then abandon 
the maxim, that political prudence, and fiiccefs, are the fame. 

The acquifition of the Orkneys forms an incident, fb remark- 
able in itfelf, and attended wiA luch lafling confequences, 
that no apology need be offered for entering into fbme detail 
upon tliis interefting fubjefl. 

That the Orkneys were confidered as a part of Pikland, till 
the Norwegians feized them, with the Hebudes, in the ninth 

’ See Abcrcr. II, 397, but the aiTcrtion is more than doubtful. 

* Adis, f. 49, 50. 
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1 468 century, has been before explained. When the latter iflandJs 
\vere, in 1266, fo far recovered by Alexander III, that the 
Norwegian kings retigned the title of their Ibvcrcignty to the 
Scotllh, though the Lords of the Ifles never paid homage, ex- 
cept by a conflrraint which feldom occurred, the Orkneys ftill 
jcmained an earldom, acknowledging no fuperior but the 
king ot Norway. The Norwegian line of earls failed about 
the year 1 330, in the perfbn of Magnus V : and the earldom 
pafled, by female lucceffion, to M%lls earl of Strathern * j’who 
leaving only daughters, William Sinclair obtained the Orknevs, 
m right of his marriage ® ; and in this family they long re^ 
m^ined. The undoubted fuperiority however relied with the 
kings ot Denmark, to which Norway had been annexed fince 
the year 1387 ; they continued to- give the inveftiturc; and, 
on the failure of heirs, or any pretext of rebellion, or neglect 
of allegiance, might have refumed the property. The Nor- 
wegian and Danifh monarchs even conlidered the houfe of 
Sinclair as rather invefted with the titular, than with the real, 
fucceflion ; and Ibmetimes appointed other governors 

When' Hakon VI, in 1379, admitted the claim of Henry 
Sinclair to this earldom, his inveftiture was burthened with 
fevere conditions : i , Sinclair was conlidered. as being ap- 
pointed governor, and' earl, of the Orkneys, by an abfolute 
grace of the king : 2, belides precife fidelity- upon all occalions, 
he is bound to ferve his fovercign with one hundred men com- 
pletely armed, when required, upon a notice of three months : 

* His right is rather obfeure, but it appears to have been by marriage. Di- 
ploma of 14.43 Wall. Ork. and Orkn. Saga, p. 552. 

* Ibid. 553. William was fuccceded by Henry Sinclair, the firfl of that 
name, 1369 — *1392? He was followed by the fecond Henry, who died in 142a, 
The next was William, the celebrated chancellor, who in 1470 furrendered the 
Orkneys to the crown. Crawf. Off. 35. 

^ Torf. Hift. Ore. 178. 
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3, to defend the Orkneys, and Shetland, againft any invafion, 1468 
not only with the native force, but with the whole power of' 
his houle : 4, to exert both the faid powers in alfiftancc of liis 
Norwegian fovcreign, when he attacked any foreign llate : 

5, not to build any caftles, or forts, in the iflands without the 
royal confent : 6, to maintain all the inhabitants in their ow n 
laws ; 7, not to fell, or impledge, the earldom, or tlie right 
to it : 8, to be bound to anfwer for maladminift ration accord- 
ing to the laws of Norway : 9, to attend the king upon any 
juft caufc, or at the national council : 1 o, to aifift Hakon 
againft the bifliop of Orkney : 11, the earldom is to return to 
the king, in cafe there are no male heirs : 1 2, Sinclair is to 
pay to the king one thoufand gold nobles. The deed contains 
other ftri6l claufes, unneceflary here to commemorate : nor 
need it be added that Sinclair, in cafe of a war, muft have 
chofen between his Scotifti and Norwegian fidelity, in a cer- 
tainty that the pofleffions under both could not be retained *. 

The direct fovereignty of the kings of Denmark and Nor- 
way, over the Orkneys, appears moft evidently in the ycais 
between 1422 and 1434, when different governors were ap- 
pointed, as would feem during a minority in the houfe of Sin- 
clair ; for in the latter year the inveftiture of this earldom was, 
by Eric the Danifh monarch, conferred upon the celebrated Wil- 
liam Sinclair, afterwards chancellor of Scotland. To this great 
man, w'ho held the earldom, when the ceffion was made, it may 
appear that Scotland was not a little indebted for this advantage 

Another 

’ Deed of Inveftiture in Torf. Ore, 174 — 177. 

In 1380 happened the ftrange voyage of Nicola Zeno to Shetland, publifticd 
at Venice 1558, 8vo. The learned diifent much with regard to its veracity* 

If real, his Friiland is the Ferru iflands; and hi.s Zichmni is Sinclair. His 
bo:>k is one of i!ie moft puzzling in the whole circle of literature. 

® In 1418 John Sinclair paid homage to Eric king of Denmark for Hialtland 
or Shetland. Torf. 178. In 1422 the ^earldom of Orkney was afligned to 

Thomas- 
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1468 Another objeft to be confidered upon the prefent occafion, 

' as leading to the final treaty between Denmark and Scotland, 
is the annual of Norway, as it is termed in a Scotilh aft of 
parliament When after the unfuccefsful expedition, and 
death, of Hakon IV, Magnus V king of Norway, had, in 
1 266, Ceded the Hebudes to Scotland, it was ftipulated, in the 
treaty, that the Scotifh kings (hould pay the annual fiim of 
one hundred marks, as an acknowledgment for the renuncia- 
tion. This fmall fum, as might be expefted, was rather 
allowed to accumulate, than regularly paid, efpecially when 
any commotions intervened in the Scotifti government. The 
treaty had been confirmed by Robert I in 1312; and by 
James I in 1426*. But, in i457» payment had been 
neglefted for a long period; and Chriftiern I, in whom the 
houfe of Oldenburg had nine years before afeended the Danifh 
throne, having at length attained pofleflion of the feeptres of 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, and having in the preceding 
year concluded an alliance with France, remonftrated, even 
with menaces, upon this account to the fecond James ’. The 
objeft had been confidered as of fuch importance by the Danilh 
monarch that, in the treaty with France, a Ipecial article 
bore that, in cafe of any difpute with the Scotilh king, upon 
this occafion, Denmark (hould be fecure of the friendfliip of 
France *. It appears indeed that the firm demanded by Den- 

Thomas the bifliop. Ibid. In 1423 to David JMkyner of Weems a Scotifli- 
man, ib. perhaps Wtyms of Weems. In 1427 it was reftored to the bifliop. 
Torf. 182. Earl Henry died in 1420, Bowar, 460 ; William was not invefled 
till 1434. Torf. 183. 

^ Ads, 1466, f. 46. * Torf. 198. 

^ Ibid. 183. The name is fpelled Chriftiern (Miles Chrifti,J by the kings 
themfclves, till about 1550, when Chriftian appears. Many papers, Yelp. 
F. III. 

* Ibid. 


mark 
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mark was large ; for the penalty of ten thouland marks, for 1468 
each failure, was charged : and the aggregate in forty years of' 
omiflion arofe to four hundred and four thoulands of marks 
fterling, or nearly ten millions of prelent currency After 
Ibme negotiation, the commillioners of Denmark and Scotland 
at length appeared at Paris, in the year 1 460, in the prefence 
of the French king Charles VII. The Danes only producing 
a copy of the agreement between Eric and James I ; and the 
duplicate original of the Scotilh archives being in the pofleflion 
of the bifliop of St. Andrews, the chief of the embafly, who 
had been arrefted by iicknels at Bruges ; the Scotifh envoys 
feized the occaiion to ftart obje6tions. The penalty, they 
affirmed, could not be incurred as the treaty had not been in- 
fringed, but only negledled; and they even hinted that the 
long forbearance, on the part of Denmark, implied a pre- 
fcription. Charles, wifhing to conciliate his allies, alledgcd 
the abfence of the original treaty as a ground of indecifion ; 
but prudently recommended a marriage between the heir of 
Scotland, and the daughter of the Danifh Ibvereign, as the 
heft mean of terminating the difierence. After Ibme con- 
fideration of this propofal, the Scotifh envoys, who appear to 
have had previous powers, affented, upon condition, that the 
arrears of the annual fum payable for the Hebudcs fhould be 
difcharged, and the payment for ever remitted : that the king 
of Denmark fhould abandon his right to the Orkneys and 
Shetland ; and pay one hundred thoufand crowns for the de- 
coration of the royal bride. The Danes required time to con- 
fult their court, but in the meanwhile James 11 was flain : 

® Torf, 184, rpcaks of forty years: in p, 185, qf twenty-fix* The laft fccnis 
an crro»-, arifing from a date 1426, p. 185. Yet from 1426 to 1460 are but 
thirty-four years* Sec here May 1426. 


upon 
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1468 upon which event, the king and coiincil of France recom- 
’ mended delay and deliberation *. 

It was not to be fiippofed that the Scotifli government would 
iiegledl an objcdl of fiich moment ; and the king’s approach 
to maturity recommended it to increafmg attention. The 
parliament of 1466 had confidered the marriage of James as 
connefted with the annual of Norway: but nothing furthei- 
arifes till the prefent year, when Chriftiern fent to demand the 
payment, expreffing at the lame time his wilhes of amity with 
the Scotifh monarch. In his anlwer James protelled an equal 
defire of friendlhip with Denmark, a country of fuch proximity 
to Scotland, and fo much connedled by mutual commerce ; 

^ , , and promifed to fend embafliadors in order to conciliate this, 

*8 July ^ 

and other affairs ^ Accordingly full powers were granted to 
lord Evandale chancellor of Scotland, Boyd earl of Arran, 
the bifhops of Glafgow, and the Orkneys, and other perfbns 
of inferior note, to vifit the courts of France, England, Spain, 
Denmark, Burgundy, Bretagne, Savoy, and other regions, 
that they might feledt a wife for James, and contraft the mar- 
riage ; a general commiffion either intended to provide for a 
failure in Denmark, or to flatter the Danifh court by the ap- 
pearance of choice,. and preference*. This honourable em- 
bafly proceeded to Copenhagen ; and awaited Chriftiern’s re- 
turn from Sweden 

Chriftiern I was one of the moft powerful monarchs who had 
ever held the Danifh feeptre. Poffeffed of the three northern 
kingdoms, and of the duchies of Slefwick and Holflein, pious, 
prudent, liberal, and a lover of peace, he was regarded with 
veneration by the neighbouring princes, who conftantly chofe 
him as the arbiter of their differences. But the frequent tu- 

* Torf. 184 — 186. ^ Torf. 187, • Coomulfion in Torf. 193. 

* Torf. 187. 
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mults of Sweden^ and the repeated aicents of Charles Canutfon 1 468 
upon the thron» of that kingdom* oiie of winch happened this v— » 
year, joined with the (urns paid for the acquifition of Slefwick 
and HolAein^ had exhauAed the penury of the DaniAi trea- 
fore. No king of Denmark h^ Over rendered his influence 
fo much known in Europe, by foreign alliances ; among which 
that formed wkh. France again A England was the chief: and 
a conneftion with Sbotland, important in itfelf, was further 
•'recommended by mutual friendfoip and enmity. Thele 
circumAances coniidered will abate any Airprize at the con*- 
du£l of ChriAiern, in abandoning to Scotland t^jie iAands of 
Orkney and Shetland, remote and little profitable to Den- 
mark; and commanded by a Scotifo family, of divided, and 
uncertain fidelity. ' . / 

But to Scotland the proximity of thefe iAands, and theuni- 
verfal belief that they had anciently belonged to the feonarciiy, 
rendered their acquifition a matter of glory, and importance ; 
not to mention their intrinfic value, which was far from being 
inconfiderable. The l^otiAi embadladors, aware of the weight 
of their negotiation, conduflei^t with Zeal and prudence ; but 
could not prevail upon Ch^Aiefn to grant aiV immediate dere- 
lidion of the Orkneys and Shetland; while his defire of the 
alliance, and his poverty, confent^ to impledge them for the 
greater part of his daughter’s portion. The chief articles of 
this memorable treaUf were ; i, that. the arrears of the annual 8'Sept. 
film arhing from the Hebudes, fhould be remitted, i with all 
the penalties 5 and nh fhture payment Aiduld ■ be. denij^^ed 
from the king and queen of Scotland, their ' child- 
ren ' : 2, that the biide’s portion foouM anfount to nxty thou- 
fand Aorins, of which ten ihoufand are to be difburfed before 

** Eorumqiie heredibiu ac libcris duntaxat.” Toif. 195. 
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1468 (he leaves Denmark with the embafladors ; and for the re- 
maining fifty tiioulsuid Chriftiern, with the advice and confont 
of the prelates, peers, and cluefs of Norway, alligns the iilands 
of Orkney, as a pledge to be retained, till redeemed by him, 
or any future Norwegian king : 3, that James fhould, in. cafe 
of death, confirm Margaret of Denmark in the pofleffion of 
the palace of Listlidi^ow, and caAle of Down in Menteith, 
with their terrkories ; and in a revenue of one third part of 

' the royal income : 4, that if the queen fhould in widowhood*. 
ehuic to leave Scotland, fhe ihould, inftead of this provifion, 
accept one ^ hundred and twenty thouland florins, of which 
fifty thoufimd fhould be efieemed paid upon the redeliverance 
of the Orkneys ; prov^ed that the queen did not marry any 
Englifhman of whatever rank *. 

The Swedifh commotions continuing to confumc the Danifh 
revenues, ‘the delay of the payment agreed on protracted the 
refidence of the Scotifh embally at Copenhagen ; and Arran 
returned to Scotland, to lay the terms before James ; and ob> 
tain inl^ruCtions concerning the conveyance of the bride \ 
Winter now approached, and tjtc ice and ftorms of a Scandi- 
navian fea being dreadful to the pmbafladors, and their fair 
charge, it was refblved that the voyage fhould be delayed till 

1 469 fpring ; when Arran, with a noble train, again proceeded to 
Denmark *. The Scotifh peers envied not his commiffion; 
but refblved to avail tfaemfelves of his abfence, by completing, 
what on his .former departure they had commenced, his ruin 
and ,that of his fiimily. Chrifliem had not repleuifhed his 

20 May treafury ^ and lus defpair of fiipply prompted him, wlule he al- 
ledged the Swedifh war as an apology, to offer the iflands of 
Shetland, on the fame terms with thofe of Orkney, but a 

- Ibid. 95—197. * Torf. 188. * Ferrer, f. v. 388. Buch.iCII, ay. 

pledge 
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pledge only for eight thottiand fibrins ; while he paid die re- 1469 
maifting two thoufand, a fum now equal to about twenty 
thousand pounds The ‘offer . wai faiftantly accepted : and 
firice that period die Orkneys^ and Shetland, have been gems 
of the Scotilh crown ®. 

Margaret of Denmark- arriving at Leith, the royal nuptials^ July 
and her coronation, were celebrated with much joy ; for the 
king and die nation einitted in the merits of the queen. She 
was now only in her thiiteendi y«r ; but to eminent perfonal 
charms, Ihe 'was Co unite luch excellent maniders, and unaf- 
fe^ed piety, that her eXaitiple became a livii:^ lefibn of virtue. 

The pomp of her reception Correipoitded with her worth, and 
the value of her dower: and the grandeur of the cefemoniOn 
was long after remembered with applaufe ^ 

' Torf. i8^. 

* In 1470 William Sinclar earl of Orkney feitgned his claims to the king. 
Scodlarvet narrates a grant to William carl of CaithiilRk, Ibixl Sinclair, of the 
caftlc of Ravenferaig, and lands adjacetlt, in recommence for his eaftle of Kirk- 
>vall, ** and his haill ridtt of the orledOin of Orkn^ l'* 17 Sept. 1470. Of the 
fame d^e are many other advantageous grants; an engi^geinent that ho revoca^ 
tion fhall take place though the king be a minor ; a gift Of forty marks yearly 
out of the great cuftoms of Edihburgh ; lilierty tO live vebere he .pleafes, except 
in England, and receive his rehts ; a' complete difehatgeftom jfames and Chrif- 
tiom of all claims whalcfttc^^ Cal. In 1^471 fhe earldom was, in 

confequence, Crawf. Off. 3^, from the re- 
cords. of parliament. , erroneoufly fuppofes it forftitei . 

in * 479 - . , 

Toriaeus, (he. fiihi ■ affetnpttt to prove that the Cilrkiieys 

may iUlI be ledeeaned They wove elaitnod ia 1549, 15^58, 

Iffba, 1585, 1640, t66c^;ih67, ToidbusVnUteiii 4699: anddmel^, on 
its full revival doubtful, af buried in piojfcnptionai now be Confidercd as 
totally loft. Nature by ptoximi^ afligned tfietn fo'Seodand: and the pofleffion 
by the Norwegians for ftk eenturim was otdy aiflMiirpatibn of maritime force. 

'•Mair, 328, who here doles his hiftory of Scotland. Fenerius,^389, ex- 
haufts rhetmicin her praife. Leiley, 315, joins in the applaufe. 
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1469 Airiid the 'general joy, one family was loft in cares, and in 
all the *remorfe of imprudent ambition. The Hidden elevation 
of the Boyds had excited uncomihon envy ; and their pride 
had created numerous and powerful enemitfls. Dhring the 
laft abfence *©f Arriin, fuch’ influence had been exerted, that 
' James* had pafled from extreme favour into a total alienation 
-from that family ; and it was natural that, as he advanced' in 
years and intelligence, he fhould become inimical to a houfe. 
Which had lb ^^ftly abufed his power and his youth. As 
loon as the lh^‘ which conveyed the Danilh princeft, and her 
attendants, had arrived in the Forth, the lifter of James with 
a laudable zeal for her hulbahd, haftened on board to inform 
Arran tiiat Scotland was now to him a hoftile, and dangerous, 
foil. They fled together into Denmark, Arran hoping that 
his wife would prove pledge for his fafety *. But the Scotilh 
monarch yet further irritated by this inliilt, proceeded to ex- 
treme mcafitres agpiinft the Boyds. The chief of the family, 
lord Boyd, had an idle recourfe to arms : his few followers 
, difbanded, upon the flrft rumour of the royal ftandard being 
20 Nov, difplayed. ' A paiiiament was' held ; . the charge againft the 
Boyds chiefly refted Upon an action of declared treaibn, the 
removal of the k^g froth. Linlithgow ^ it was pleaded that 
this deed had been pardoned in opeh parliktnent : the anfwer 
feems to have been, that-ftie king’s perlbn 

had^ Qpoh tl^ oecafion, influence, as to 

22 Nov. cohftrain the. degiflative bodyl'’' StJHpFwas pronounced; 
and Sir Alekar^er Boyd' waalbeheal!^ ^ Lord Boyd efcaped 
his brotixer’s fate) by retirhig mto Dngland, where he died in 
a few years at AlnWicW^ wh^ the^xmited prefture.of 'age, and 

FeiTcriM, 3%, by anticipation ; Lefley,.3i5. fiueb. XJI, 30. 

of 
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of misfortunes, rendered doubly keen, by the conlcioulhels 1469 
that they were deferved Vi.-v»— » 

Arran remained in Denmark for feuae time; and James 
afterwards found means to have his lifter lent back into Scot- 
land. Her unfortunate hulband wandered i^tOiPngland, and 
other countries, till he found an early death, and obfoure tomb 
Either idler his death, or upon a divorce, the l^cotilh princels 
was at length, in 1474, wedded to Iprd Hamilton, a connec- 
tion which was to open to that noble fomily a near prol^d of 
the crown. Her children by the iirft jpaarriage, James Boyd, 
created, lord KUmarnpe in. 1482, and ftain.in a.feud with the 
Montgomeries in 1487 ; and Grecina» wedded 4> lord Forbes, 
and after to the earl of Caftils,,di^ without iftiie. Herfecond 

* ferrerius,, J87., Such. XII, 29. Crawf.'.OC 316, from tUe original trial. 

The fate of the Boyds is obfeure. Of Robert the iecond Ton nothing is 
faid ; and it is fiifpiefted' that the varying relations of Ferrerius and Buchanan 
originate from confounding him with Thomas earl of Arran. Though he ap> 
pear not to be mentioned. in.. the trial, yet his voluntary exile may have followed^ 
the ruin of the family. Arran, according to. Ferrerius, . wandered from Den- 
mark to Germany, Venice, Naples, Tuicany,. where he was flain by the hulband 
of a woman, whom he attempted to debauch : according to Buchanan he went 
from Germany to France and Burgundy, and di^ at Antwerp, where a mag- 
nificent tomb was erei£l^ to his menwry hy, Charles, ,tho Bold, ..who hitnfclf 
died in 1477. However this te, in 1470 or 1472,. Arran was in England. 

John Pafton efq. in a ktter to Sir John Pafton his brother^ written, as JVfr. 

Fenne the- editor bbi&rves, in one. of thefe- years, . fays. “ Alfo I pray you to 
recommend me, in my mqft humble wife, unto the good lordfhip of the moft 
courteous, . gentlell, , wifeft, kindeft, moft . companiopable,' freeft, jaegeft, and 
moft bounteous kiugbt, my lontuhe Earl of Arran,,, which hath married the 
king’s fiftcr of Scotland.” Pafton proceeds to llylc him “ a light, clever, well- 
fpokeni fair archer ; devouteft, moft perfea, and trueft to his lady, of knights;” 
and adds that he lodged at the .George, Lombard-ftreet, and had borrowed the 
fiege of Thebes, (printed hy.Caxton?) from Miftrefs Pafton their After. Bu- 
chanan’s account feems to claim the preference, fn 1468 Charles of Burgundy 
married Margaret of York ; and, .i& the amity of the countries, Arran perhaps 
viilted England as a traveller. . 

bed 
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1469 bed produced James, 'created earl of Arran in 1503; and 
-vn.*y Elizabeth, who wedded Matthew earl of Lennox *. 

The king, who had now nearly attained his ci^teeiith year, 
was,' upon his marriage, regarded as arrived at the age of 
majori^ ; alii the reins of ftate were left entirely in his hands. 
His peribn was elegant, hk -mind weak. In attachmeitt to 
favorites, in (operlHtton, in love of retirement, and literature, 
he not a little relembled James VI. The other dhief features 
of hk diarader were avarice, caprice ; and a delight in archi- 
te^hire, mutid, and aftrplogy, too vtoient to leave room for the 
duties of a monarch. His averfion to the ^verity of pt^c 
bulinefs rendered the rekmation tif his government olmoxious 
to the united evils of aiwrehylahd tyranny : for, beildes a fixed 
inclination to defpotifm^ his impatience of flow and moderate 
meaiures prompted Him to flidden alfls of outrage 5 and his 
&vorites oppreffed the pcdjple* while the indolence of the king 
abandoned the reins of julOtice ; and his lenity to the bad was 
cruelty to the good. His feeptre was lo little flained widi 
blood, that the future fate of Ins brother may eXcite doubt, or 
aftonilhment ; yet oppreflion may proceed by rapid, though 
fllent, fleps, while the fears and* weakhefs of the fibvereign 
CQoflrain him to flirink from fangumary violence*. 

After 

* Stewart’s Gen. 69. Cra.wf. Stunts, 40. Buchana^ fays the diildreo by 
Arran were born during his refidence in. the Burgundian dominions ; and Pafton^s 
praife above recited indicates his attachment to his wife. It feems probable 
that his death, and not a divorce, feparated them. Abercromby, II, 409— «4I4, 
difeufles this obfeure fubjeft. That the princefs wedded Hamilton in 1474 ie 
evinced by the contraft of marriagei among the charters of the duke of Hamil- 
ton, Abercr. II, 41 1 ; and by a grant of fome lan^ito James lord Hamiltonf 
and Mary the king’s filler his fpoufe, la July 1474. Scotft. Cal. 

^ Compare Ferrerius, f. v. 390, Lindfay, 115; Lefley’s account of this 
reign, for, contrary to his ufual pradicei he gives no genetal chamAer. 
JBughanan, XII, 62, (hews candour \ and a lover of the arts would wift to 

apologize 
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After the condemaation of the Boyds, the parliament 00% 1469 
tinned to fit, and iflued ieveral ilatotes ♦. The privileges * 

the church were confirmed, as not unufual at the commence- 
ment of a reign. Among many a6is of le& importance, feme 
deferve particular notice. lu order to prevent ^e &e(piency 
of murder and homicide, which, as the ftatute declams, had 
of late become very cornnon, it is decreed. 
llayer, who flees to the &iiduary, flbidl be htou^lmmil^ asidjde» 
livered. to a trial by jury ; that if thte cide be not accidoa^ be 
may be put to death, no mprderer hnving apy legal . datm to 
iaiiduary. By the writ, cafled a brief o^difixei^ the property 
•of the poor tenants was liaUe to fifizure, for the debts of : the 
landlord; an injultice which parliament condentns,. and 
declares that the tenants fhalX only be,ia|a^!«i;pble to the amount 
of the rent due. Thefe ads, ;;md otbn^ as that 

for the prefervation of fidntpp and that orderii^ 

tegifters to preferve important write, (Jeforve praifo; but fimfb 
there are of a different complexion, and which feem to contain 
the firft germ of defpotifm ..iU tipderflopd: The eleftion of 
aldesmca, (afterwards called provofls,^) and baillies, is formally 
wrefted from the people of the burghs, lipon pretence of 
avoiding annual clamoursii and, by a ridicidous arMlocracy, 
the old council of each burgh is to chufe the new ; and Iibth 
united are to £^pomt the aldermah, the baillie^ and other 
officers. The iilflku|^n of the lords of the articles is loffrin 

i , ' _ 

' ’« » 

apologize for the third James, their’ patron' and who fell, becaufe.he loved and 
rewarded tKemto excefs, while the prdud ariftocracy murmured to fee artifls 
fol the firft time fhare thik wealth and honours. * 

Drummond, 116, deferibeii Jamw IH as tall, his hair black, countenance 
oval and aduft. . The piAureat Kenfington confirms thefe features, unlilre thofe 
of the family of Stuart 5 and might weigh with the vulgar as an argument 
6iat he was fpiirioul^ as the malice Albany pretended; 

Afts, f. v. 5^ — SS‘ 
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469 tJie darktiefs of the fourteenth century, and that innovation 
feems rather an ignorant, than a defigned, attempt upon the 
liberties of the parliament, and of the nation. But the prelent 
was a flagrant infringement of the freedom of the people ; and 
though the commiffioners of the burghs were generally ma- 
giftrates, who gained by the court, or by private intereft,' 
lanftioned :^s meafure, yet the nation faw it in a proper light, 
and the moloch fobu became an obje£l of public deteftation. 
Another ftatute of this parliament fpeaks a new, and ftrange, 
language ; it is'thought proper that the court of parliament, 
juftice’s coui% chamljerlain’s court, and^c^ like courts, which 
continue their leflions, need not be continued froqa day to day 
but that they be of the lame fdffce,' until the time that they be 
dilfoived, the parbament by the king, the juftice’s court by the 
juftice, the chamboiilaiu’s by the chamberlain, and lb in other 
fuch like courts.” It is unhefcelTary to add that the legiflative 
^embly x^ the nation is here, for the lirft time, put upon the 
mean and dependent footing of a mere court of juftice, ej^ing 
by the royal pleallire ; and alftmilated, in terms of conterhpt, 
with the inferior courts *. This novelty calls for a pauib, t© dif- 
cover, if poflible, the motives, and advifers, of fueh mealures. 

The youth of James, at this p^od, and the weaknefs he 
afterwards difeovered, lead to a ftrong lufpicion that fome fa- 
. vorite minifter, or minifters, .were the real authors of the 
delpotic procedure, whichj during this refgn, dil^fted all 
orders of men. But lb barren are ftill our materials, concern- 
ing the internal government of the kingdom, that conjedlure, 

* Afts, f. V. 54, c; 4.61 continued is pnrogiud,- t^ourned. It is rifible to 
ebfcxve Guthrie, amid much wi(c difcuilkMi, pafs ihcfe a£ts iivafikiHre, IV, 107; 
while, at a lofs to find, infiances the derpotifin aferibed this king, he in- 
terprets as fuch, IV, 105, the fate of thcB.oyds, and Ac mirriage of the king's 
fiflex to Hamilton ! 

and 
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and probability muft fupply the defeft of clear information. 
The power of the chancellor became, in this reign, yet more 
remai^ble than at any prior period ; and he now obtained 
the high diftinftion of a precedence next to that of the 
princes of royal blood*. In parliament hb prefided, arid di- 
retSled the lords of the articles ; and in fa£l the whole legifla- 
tiy^ body. This office during the far greater part of tliis 
reign, from 1460 to 1482, was filled by Andrew Stuart,* lord 
Evandale, the natural fbn of Sir James Stuart, fon of Murdac 
duke of Albany. It appeiars to be a novelty in our hiftory 
that one fo nearly coiine^led with the royal family, efpecially 
when Evandale and his brothers were legitimated by the king’s 
mandate in 1472, fhould hold this important office : and there 
is room t^ Ihfpeft^that Evandale facrificed his duty to the na- 
tion to the aggrandizement of the royal family, which he re- 
garded as his own. Befides this. motive, other circumflsnices 
confpired to extend the prerogative during this reign, unhap- 
pily npy ^ upon the prudent plan, fbon after to be followed by 
Heifl^VH of England, in depreffing the ’nobles and railing 
the people ; but ppon th^ already eftablifhed by Louis XI of 
France, in crulhing the fpirit and freedom of the commons, 
with thofe of the ariftocracy. In Scotland die people never 
knew their own weight, and the government turned betw^n 
ariftocracy and defpptifo ; the nobles and the king commonly 
forgetting the nation, which deferved the negleft while it 
fdendy abandoned its awful claim. But till James VI acceded 
to the Englifh throne, and left the Scotilh nobles at a great 
diftance, and in a degrading inferiority, defpotifm made but 
a flow prpgrefSi^i Scotland, and the chief evils arofe from the 
ariftocracy wHbh prevented the progrefs of induftry and civi- 

* Dr. Gilbert Stuart on the Public Law and Conllitution of Scotland, 
chap, iv, p. 32, edit. 1784. 
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Uzation. Yet the conduft of James III feems. to evince that 
the nation ondd have no rcafon to prefer the power of the 
king to that of the nobles ; ibr the del^t who prefcrU)^ de> 
grading laws, and expreBed open contempt for the nation, 
reprefented in its tegiflative afTembly, was yet more inimical 
than the aridocracy ; which, even by its diflenlions, maintained, 
in ibnoe degree, the freedom, the vital current of the nation. 
A chief motive of the arbitrary procedure of James 111 appeal's 
to have arifen from the ten^orary humili^on of the nobility; 
who, though Bill po/lelled of equal power, as they were after 
to fhew in the imprifbnment and flaughter of their ibvereign, 
yeJIf were awed for a time by die ruinous examples of the houfes 
of Douglas and Boyd. The conteinporary reign of Louis XI ^ 
feems alio to have corrupted the counfels of James ; for not 
only did the alliance with France into^ducc, at different times, 
many imitations of the French government and inflitutions 
into Scotland, but James feems to haveiele^led Louis for his 
particular model : yet as a msui of abilities never imitates, fb 
happily, in die prefent inftance, dulities cannot be inu^ted. 
Crimes and faults may: and we bej||iold Louis reflcfled, fb to 
fpeak, by James, in the heayy fu^icion of a brother’s blood, 
in contempt of the nobility, and in the choice of low favorites, 
ki an appearance of devotion, in attachment to aflrology, in 
avdriee, in a life of retirement and Jealoufy, and in the love 
of arbitrary power. In thehr attention to fbme fciences they 
were alfb fimilar ; and the patronage of Louis to an ingenious 
foreigner, Galeotus Martius, is rivalled by that of James to 

’ 1460—1482. Buchanan, XII, 62, adds the cruel example of Edward IV 
©f England 1460—1483, and the fucceeding one of Richard In fa£t James 
appears to have been more attached to England than to France: nor is there a 
renewal of the French league from 1448 till 1492 recorded in Du Tillct, dr the 
MS. Leagues. But the politics of James were in conftant fluduatiqn. See 1484. 
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another, William Roger, the Englifii cJttnpbfe'r of irtutic*.' 1469 
But the fuccefs of their political filfeitt' very' different'^^ 

Louis, a:^ed by chance and lafting 

foundation of abfohite powefj leirdded the nobility, cruftied 
the people; and by difcantifluihg the Ihitei^ gehetal annihilated 
national freedom. James wiihed to cftablim arbitrary gm'^ern- 
ment by the dcpreffion of the nobles, and the people ; and by 
converting the national Council, wWch neither his abilities nor 
his power Would permit him to «Sfcontmtre, into a mere Court : 
but he forgot that neither Ws revenue, nor his authority, cor- 
relponded with his dcfigns ; and fell a fecriffce to the aiifto- 
cracy, whofe influence refomed its former fway. Thefe re- 
flcbtions have been expited by the importance of the lubjebt j 
but their prolixity having already exceeded the intention, it is 
proper to return to the narratiom 
After a filent year in the ScotilK annals, the firft objeft^ 1471 
which arrefts attention# is another parliament, of which (bmei ^ 
ordimnees deferve Hftorical commemoration *< The fratute 
of the laft parliament againft mUrder is enforced, and en- 
larged } that crime being again declared to have become com- 
mon. It is decreed, “ donfidering the great pfoverty of the 
realm,” that none lhall wear filk# the impc^tioil being fo 
expenlivc, except knights# minflrels, that is performers of mufic# 
and herald^ and tfaofe worth one hundred pounds ih the an- 
nual iiKJome of lands. Another ftatnfe (hews that the interefts 
of the country began to be fbmewhat underftood : it concerns 
the fiiheries# soi objeft Of repeated attention, and endeavours, 
for three centuries ; and now, it is to be hoped, the fuccefsfiil 
care of a patr^tic fockty. This remarkable aft is conceive^ 

* Mezeray, Abr. lU# 350. Ferrerius# v. 390^ 

* ARs, f. 55. 
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1471. in thefc terras: “ the lords * think expedient, for the common 
'*"*'*^ good of the rtalm, and the great importation of riches to be 
brought into the realm from other coimtrics, that cdltain lords 
ipiritvial and temporal, and ibme burghs, caufe equip large 
Ihips, bulfes, and other great pink-boats, with nets and all ne- 
cpflaries for fiftung : the execution of this objefl, and the form, 
and number, to be conlidered at the prorogation of this par- 
liament But the fubje61 was not refumed : and the Icheme 
only excites a figh at the confideration how ealily nations are 
excited to war, or any ruinous projedt, and with , what extreme 
difficulty any plan of public beneUt is carried into execution. 
Another prudent llatute provides againft the encroachments 
of the Roman church, now ariling to fuch enormity, as, in 
half a century, provoked tlie reformation, by prohibiting the 
clergy, under pain of trealbUi* to procure any benefices from 
the court of Rome, not formerly held by the "pope’s difpofal ; 
or to colleft more money for the papal treafury, than had been 
regulated by the antient taxation of Bagimont In this a£l 
the clergy’s title to free eledlion of their dignitaries is men- 
tionecl, and confirmed : but two years after we find that James 
defpoiled the pope only for his own purpofe, and cruftied even 
this mean relidt of freedom. The monks of Dunfermlin having 
chofen an abbot, the king probably wpn by a film of money 
recomftiended another to the pope, obtained his cOhlirmation ; 
and this new tyranny became inviolable cuftorfi*. Among 
the fecular clergy alfo the monarch ulurped the rights of the 

* All members of parliament were denominated lords of parliament, as a 
commoner, or a private clergyman, if embaflador^ 'vlto ftyled lord cmbafTador. 
So Dr. Magnus in the time of James V, The cuftom is ftillVetained in lords 
of feffion,'* ‘‘ barons of the exchequer.** 

^ f. V. c. ^o. 

^ Adts, f. 56; Lefley, 356, ndlculoufly dates the taxation of Bagimont in 
1512, iriftead of 1275. 

* Ferrerius, f. v. 392. Lcfl- 317. Buch. XII, 22. 
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bifhops ; . and gave, dr foldj- bchefiofes to laymen, as well as t 
abbacies and priories^ : a ^iburce of gf eat national idiforder and '* 
dilcontent *. Jimes was unconfcious ^ of the weaknels of an 
unlupported throne ; and his wild ideljpotiim ; ailkiled all orders 
of men. 

Neverthelefs the Scotilh clergy now attained greater ton- 
fiftence, and dignity, from the appointment a . primate* 
Patrick Graham, the fucceffor of Kennedy in the bifhdpric of 
St. Andrews, obtained^ ftdm the pontiff a bull erefihng that 
fee into an archbifhopric : and to this new -dignity he added 
the titles of papal nuntio, and legate a latere. » Inftcad of con- 
gratulating their order upon this acceffion crf^ importance, and 
the kingdom upon the'^honour and advantage of a metropolitan 
fee, at this period to be found in all the ^othar chief fhites of 
chriftendom ; and the want of which, as religion then flood, 
might bear a derogatory interpretatioh, and had induced and 
might induce theufurping claims of the primates of York; a 
Ipirit of envy feized the Scotilh clergy. By an offer of eleven 
thoufand marks, the bifhops excited James to oppofe, and in- 
fult, the archbifhop : reciprocal ihterefls, and abules, concurred- 
to unite the king and the prelates againfl Graham, a man of 
worth and learning, who was imprifbned in the callle of l^h- 
leven ; where he died fwen years after, in the vain enjoyment 
of his titles ; 

* lidem ib. Li^ey’S; inve^vb agstinli this odious novelty, by which the aims 
afligned to the poor were confunted in the luxury of the rich, is emphatic. 
Even the proteflaut Buchanan murmtirs high indignation. 

* Ferrerius, f. V. 389.^ Xiefley, 317. Compare Keith B|(hbps, 20. Graham 
was the uterine brother of Kennedy. Stew. Gon. 62. Drummond, 81, im- 
putes the origin of the enmity againll him to the Boyds. Buchanan, XII, 33, 

34, 35, gives a long detail of the perfecution of this venerable prelate, conduflcd 
by William, Shevez, or Sheyis, afterwards archbifliop of St. Andrews, a favorite 
of James. The talc docs hQnour to the hiftoiian’s feelings ; and brands the 
pcrfecutors with lading infamy. 
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BEIKO 

THE SECOND, AND LAST, PART OP 

THE REIGN OF JAMES III. 


TranfaSthms •mrth England and Burgundy^marriagt ifedty 
with Edward IV-r—contmencement of Englijk influence in 
Scotland— forfeiture of Rofs— parliament — charaBer ^ Al- 
bany and Mar— Albatf s efcafe — death of Mar— war with 
England— parliaments — Albany in England — Glocefler's in- 
vtflon— plot— execution of the royal favourites — yames am- 
flned— truce — deliverance of yams — Albany* s tfeafpn and 
fligla — Margaret the hi»g*r fifler weds. Criehton— parliament 
—tkneglas a captive— negotiations with Rickard JII—-imjlta- 
Key. of yames — death of Margaret of Denmark— parKament 
— marriage indenture— coif ederacy againft yames— confliB at 
Blacknefs — battle at Sauchy— death of the king. 


1472 l^rOTHING memorable occurs, icl the couric'of the en- 


10 Mar. 


fuing year, except the birth of » prince,; aftetwards 
James IV ' ; and the continuatioik of die truce widk' England^ 
the throne of EdWard IV having at leh^ h(«n firmly efta- 


* Ferrer, f. y. 392, On the 8th April 1473, appear* « grant tb Mbncrief,’ 
becaufe his wife, a Penfle (Oanilh) wopaan, brovglit the kin^ tl^ngn^ Of tb^ 
birth of a fiiir boy. Scotfi. Cal. 
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bliflied by the death of Henry VI, and his fon, that monarch 1472 
refolved to preferve the pacification with Scotland, which had v— ► 
been fomewhat interrupted by the mutual incurfions of the 
borderers, and other incidents. The commilfioners of both 
nations having met, it was agreed that the long truce fhould 
be ftriftly obferved ; and provifions wer6 made againft any in- 
fringement*. 

Charles the Raih, duke of Burgundy, having engaged in war 1 47 j 
with Louis XI of FrMice, fent to requeft die aid of England. 
Edward was willing to liften to the demand ; but exprefled 
apprehenfions left the Scots ih^uld in this cafe fiipport their 
French ally. To obviate this obje^ou the Burgundian em- 
bafifadors proceeded into Scotland ; and, by gifts or promifes, 
prevailed on James to agree to a ijpecific continuation of the 
Englifti truce for two years, without prejudice of the long 
pacification ’. 

* jRymer, XI, 758. 

From Carmichael’s Trails, Edin. 1791, 4to, p. 50, it appears that, in a 
parliament of this year, James iflued a Angular order, that in future there 
ihould be no double treflure around his arms. It was certainly not underftood 
at that time that this ornament alluded to die connexion with France, for the 
fathe parliament granted 5000/. towards fending 6000 men to France. Ib. See 
the tranfaflions of 1474* 

On the 28th Aug. 1472 a legitimation was granted to Andrew lord Evandale, 
and Arthbr and Walter hb brothers. Scotft. Cal. On the 13th OA. appears 
a grant to Jmtt countefs of Douglas, tht king's csufin^ widnv of fFilliam tarl of 
Diugks ; and another Jan. 1473. Ibid. Thb lady fe^ unknown to all oujc 
gbncalogifts. The William flain in 1440 or 1452 jniift be implied. 

* Rymer, XI, 772. The truce bears to be fanftioned by James at the requeft 
of jBurgundy his aHy. m , 

One of the Pafton Letters, 16 April 1473, Oxford was 

at Dieppfe, and intended td proceed to Scotland with' twelve (hips. But the 
treaty prevented the defign of this adherent of the late Henry, to allill James in 
ihva^ihg Edward’s donaimoos. 


The 
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1 474 The ftatutes of the next Scotifh parliament arc too minute 
for the notice of hiftory ; but the three eftates defired the king 
to form an alliance with the German emperor, by the means of 
his father-in-law, the fovereign of Denmark : and at the fame 
time requefted that an embalTy might be fent into England, 
in order to obtain redrefs concerning the feizure of a large 
Ihip^. Tliis veffel was the noted St. Salvator, commonly 
called the Bilhop’s Barge, having been conftrudled at the ex- 
pcncc of bilhop Kennedy, as formerly mentioned. Remaining 
the property of the fee of St. Andrews, this-lhip, freighted 
with valuable merchandize, on the account of the aichbifliop, 
(for in this, and the follDwing century, the prelates and iiobles 
in England and Scotland afpired to commerce,) went aground 
near Bamborough. Some merchants, literary perfons, and 
other palTengers, were drowned ; the abbot of St. Colm, 
being captured by the EngUlh, was detained till a ranfom of 
eighty pounds was paid In the following year Edward IV 
ordered a partial compenfetion of five hundred marks, witli 
pcrmiifion to the Scots to fire for any further redrefs in the 
courts of law ®. 

Meanwhile a more important affair was in agitation between 
the courts of England and Scotland. Edward IV was aware 
of the arts by which Louis XI had endeavoured to fix the 
Scotifh monarch ia his, interefts ; and refolved to fruftrate 
the defign by the difplay of fuperior advantages. In 1473 the 
duke of Bfetagrife had acculcd Louis of inviting the Scots to 
aflault that duchy, upon a promife of affigning it to James ; 
a charge apparently well founded, for Louis had commifTioned 

* A&s, f. 58. 

* Ferrerius, f. v, 392* 3*6. Rymer, XI, 820. 

* Rymer, XI, 850. 
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his envoy Cohcreflkult to perluade the Scotifh king to equip as i 
many veffels as he could, and engage troops from Denmark ^ 
As the offer of Bretagne was a proof of the artifice of Louis, 
though too grofs to be attempted except with a young monarch, 
and unexperienced council; fo the demand of a Scotifh fleet 
was a mark of his ignorance, Scotland having no fliips of war, 
and none to fpare from her fcanty commerce. On tlie other 
fide, James appears not to have aded without duplicity ; for 
while he confented to the truce requefted by England and 
Burgundy, he imparted their defigils to Louis, and infinuated 
that he could liften to no propofal inimical to the French alli- 
ance. At the fame time he defired permiffion to pafs through 
France in a pilgrimage to Rome, a defign which may have 
proceeded from the known fuperftition of James ; but which 
rather Teems, from the circumftances, to have been founded 
upon the fuppofition that his abfence might excufe the Scots 
from lending any afliftance to France. Louis, in retvun, lent 
Monipeny his chamberlain, to requeft James not to leave his 
kingdom in the prefent conjunfture: and the advantages offered 
by England inducing the Scotifh king to a decifion in favor of 
that kingdom, the advice of Louis was followed, though not 
the motive ", 

' Duclos, II, 73, 75. Lobineau hift. de Bretagne, I, 716. The lords of 
ConcrcITault were of Scotiih extract. Torf. Ore. 185, has “ Johannes 4 e 
Monizon, dominus de Congrefliault,” A. D; 1460^ Monipeny? See 1424. 

* Duclos, II, 146 : his work is compofed from the bed original documents. 
Even in July 1473 defigned to pafs to France, and many arrangements 
were miide in parliament. Records, in Carm. Trails, p. 52. The intention 
^ ^ pilgrimage to the holy land alfo occupied the , more vigorous mind of 
James IV. The violent deaths of prince David, of James I, and II, feem to 
have imprefled their fucccifors with an idea, that the divine wrath impended 
over the family, and that an expiation was due. But it is impoilible to account 
foB the dreams of a fupetlUtious age. 
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1474 To coutxtQiifa^ the acts of Fia»ee, and to fix the wavering 
refolutioa of James, the EngliOik monarch entered into a treaty 
with Scotland^ upon a more folid foundatioB. The ScotiOi 
embsdiadors, who’ Wd entered Englatid in Jidy *, reunned to 
Edinburgh in, O^iober» accompanied by the biflbop of Durham, 
Lord Scrope, and two other E^glifh commiflioners ; who 
having met with the bifimps of Glasgow and Orkney, . the 
earls, of Aegyle and Crawford, and others appointed on the 
part of ScQtliand, efiabliihed an alliance upon the following 

260a. terms. I . Thajt in order to promote the wealth, peace, ho- 
nour, and intereil, of this noble ijle caUk Gret Britane^ a 
marriage ihajl be coatrafied between James, the prince of Scot- 
land, and Ceciha youageftdaughter of Edward IV, both in early 
infancy. 2. That the trace of fifty four years, extending till 
r5i9, (hall remain in fiill force. 3. That, during the truce, 
both monarchs fliah aflift each other againfi: rebels, if required- 
4. That the prince being only two years of age, and the bride 
four, the kings Ihah folemnly engage to accomplilh the mar- 
riage in, due time. 5. That the prince and princels fliall, 
during the life of James, enjoy the ufoal lands of the heir of 
Scotland,, being the dukedom of Rothlay, the earldom of Car- 
rie, and the lordfhips called the Stuart-lands. 6. That Ed:> 
ward fliall give with his daughter the liim of twenty thoufand 
marks fterling, (now equivalent to about one hundred- and 
forty thouland pounds,) of which two thoufand fliall be paid 
yearly in the parifli churxrh of St. Giles at Edinburgh; the 
firft payment to be mode on the fecond day of February next 
1475. And laftly, it was agreed that in cafe of the death of 
the prince, or princefs, the heir of Scotland' fliould marry a 
daughter of England, upon the fame terms ; otherwife all the 


films 


* Rymer, XI, 814. 
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fums advanced (hall be repaid within four years, except the 1474 
fum of two thoul^&d five hundred marks j which Edward agrees'—"*^ 
to abandon in conhdcratioii of the mteilded amity 

Such was this memorable treaty, which, 'had it been ob* 
ferved, might have proved highly advantaj^ftttas to both king- 
doms ; and in particular might 'have faved Scsbtland from the 
lofs of Berwick, and from the ruinous battle at FIbdden. The 
annual payments of Cacilia’s portion may be rfei^atded as a 
fubfidy of impo^ance, amounting as may be coujedl'uried, to an 
increafe of nearly one third in the royal revenue of Scotland ; 
and the Englilh policy in this advanced mode of difbuffemeilt 
feems afifumed in order to (ecure the continuance of the SCotifii 
amity. A lively writer has ebjferved timt a poor (late. Which 
is adjacent to a wealthy, mu(i, itt ttie natuml courle of' human 
affairs, expedt to be ruled by tbe'mohey of her neighbour S 
and when we behold Sparta in the pay of PeHis^ overturning 
the liberties of Greece* during the^ PeteponnefiUis war, we 
need not figh at the compaxifim of/xhKwnt and modern virtue. 

Taught by the example ^of Fr^uce* V^ch dilburled regular 
penfions to' Edward' and his courtiers*, Bttghnd feems hoW, 
for the firft time, to have' liild tiktWn a fclieme of policy con- 
cerning Scotland, which was afterwards to be reiUmed, aiid 
coutmued, with fuccefs, till the,acceffion of James VI to the 
Englifh feeptre, Refolving to rival, or ..exceed, France in 
pecuniary graftfications, England found gold more powerful 
than fteel, in fixing the fidelity of her northern neighbour ; 
while SootWvd muft find ah excufe in her penury, and in the 
general defefts of human nature, for. expofing her fidelity to 

* Rymer, XI, 824—832, , 

* Voltaire Hift. Gen. fpediing of Scotland, A. D. 1559. 

’ Duclos, II, 185. Edward’s pcnfion was 50,000 crowns. 'I'he others 
amounted to 16,000; Haftings.had 2000. Ibid. 190. Hall’s chronicle, 235. 
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1474 the mutual temptations of French and Englifh fubfidies. Nor 

muft it be forgotten that the moft able politician might have 
been perplexed in the decifion, whether the connexion w ith 
England, or that with France, would moft advance the honour 
and intereft of Scotland ; lb that no blame of treafon to their 
country can reft with the receivers of the gold of either king- 
dom. i 

1475 The treaty, which Edward IV had entered into, had been 
negotiated at Edinburgh, a mark of friendlhip before un- 
known between the countries, as the EngUfh monarchs, from 
precedency of rank, had ever infifted on the negotiations *being 
condudlcd in their own kingdom. To maintain tlie new in- 

April tercourfe with Sdotland, Ediward fent Dr. Alexander Legh, 
his almoiier, on an embafly to that country. He was in- 
ftruded to give complete redrefe to the Admiral of Scotland, 
for a (hip fitted out by James himielf, which, by a fingular 
chance, had been captured by the May-flower, a veflcl be- 
longing to Richard duke of Gloucefter *. 

Having lecured the friendllup, or forbearance, of Scotland, 
July Eidward pafted into France with his army ; but, being over- 
come by the money and the wines of tlat kingdom, he yielded 
to the arts of I^uts XI, and withdrew inglorious 

* After a long interval, 1436 — 1475, it is with plearurc that original papers 
are quoted. The inftru6lions to Lcgh occur Vefp. C. XVf, f. ii8, and as 
they mention that Edward was about to pafs (to France), and the Monday 
following afcenfion day is the 8th May, the date 1475 is evinced. The ftiip 
is called the king’s own carwetlk^ (carvel, veflcl :) and was taken near the ifle 
of Cageant. Legh was alfo to give redrefs for a fhip belonging to the lard of 
Luf (Lufsr), which had been captured by lord Grey. Commerce was thus 
conduced by the great, a Angular feature of hationa^l manners: the expreflion 
of Ifaiah may be ufed in an inverfe fenfe, whpfe merchants are princes, wbofe 
traffickers are the honourable of the earth.’* The name of the Scotifli admiral 
is unluckily not mentioned. Spens or Wood ? 

^ Comines, IV, 5, 10. Duclos, II, 178—195. Hall, 227—235. 
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The parliament, which was prevented from meeting in 1475 
September by fome appearances of the peftilence, having at 
length affembled at Edinburgh in November, iflued feveral 
unimportant regulations, chiefly concerning ' the coin'^. A 
claufe in the late treaty withuEngland belong that neither 
monarch fliould aflift rebels, and the king’s , inlular power 
being enlarged by the acquifition of the Orkneys, it was rc- 
folved to proceed vigoroufly againft John, the earl of jRofs and 
lord of the Ifles, who had fupported Dougks and his , brothers 
in their grand rebellion, had in 2462 entered into cngage- 
mentf with England, and whofc cooduft merited chaftilement. 
Accordingly having negledled to appear?, when /ummoned-, a 
fentence of forfeiture was pronounced againfl; him As fi)on 1 Occ. 
as the fealbn of the year permitted, .a force was colle^led to 1476 
execute the fentence. Some vef&ls. being .aflembled on the May 
north of the river Forth, the earl of CiiwfcMrd was appointed 
admiral, and the earl of Athole general. Rofs, alarmed at 
this efledlual preparation, was induced to lubmiflion by Athole’s 
interceflion, which the king rewarded by. the gift of the lands 
of Ckiny. Iiri the, enluing parliament . thfe rebellious, earl .ap*. 
peared, and fobmitted to the royal wilkt tRpis was withdrawn July 
from his power, for ■ever. tb’ thevdoitiains vof the 

crown, with liberty neverthelefs to the fovereigns to grant 
that extcnfivc“earlddm to their i^copd 'ibns..'] title of Ix)rd 
of the Ifles was confirmed in confequence , pf his fubmiflipn, 
and engagement to maintain the laws of the;kingdom. But 

‘ Ads, f. 6r. Ferrertus, f. 393. Left. 318. 

’ &e the execution of the Tummon's, 16 Od. in Carm. Trads, p. 52. The 
points, of treafon arc feven : 1. Connedions with. England, 2 . With Douglas, 

3. Giving fafe conduds to Englifhtnen, 4. Ufurping royal authority, 5. And 
power of life and death over the fubjeds, 6. Seizing Rothfay in Bute, 7. Ra-r- 
vaging Bute. He was fummoned at his caftle of Dingwall in Rofs. For the 
forfeiture fee Carm. 54. • , 

Knapdale 
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1476 Knapdale and Kintyre, forming a clierfonefe in the wcftern fea, 
^gj-g withdrawn from his authority, with the caAles of 
Invernefs aud Nairn. The earldom of Rols though claitned, 
or held, by the lords of the Ifles., Donald and Alexander, the 
grandfather and father of John, from nearly the commence- 
ment of this century^ it was yet no violent ftretch of power to 
refume from hereditary foes of Scotland % 

In the fame parliament, the king, who had now attained 
his twenty-fifth year, a period to which the civil law annexed 
the title of complete majority, Iblemnly revoked all alienations, 
or gifts prejudicial to his crown, or to his heirs; aud, Imong 
tithers, the cuftody of,his caftles, otlicrwife than during plea- 
fvue, .efpecially thofc which formed the keys of the kingdom 

1 477 third, an 4 laft payment of the portion of Cecilia which 
Edward IV thought proper to make, was duly performed ' ; 
but a cliange of political views was tpeedily to terminate this 
plan of paciheation. 

6 Aug. Of national coimcil the cliicf ftatute concerns the 

importation of provifions. ^ The congrpgated wilHom of the 
nation is not aOiamed to declare, ’that prendfions being uliially 
very fcarce, the chief fupport of the realm lay in the hands of 
ftrangers, who import ftiem. from various countries ; and who 
are of courfe intitled to a fevourable and honourable reception. 
Any reftriftion, or impofitioo, is therefore withdrawn; and 
it is ordered that after the foreign provifions are entered in the 
tolbooth^ or , guildhall, the king, and lords of the council, fball 
have the choice at the market price ; and the remainder fliall 

• The reftitution itfclf in Scotft. Cal. 15 July 1476, from,^which correal 
Ferrerius, f. v. 393, JLcfley, 3x8, Buch. XII, 36. See AtlS, f. 62, c. 87. 
Carai. Trafisi 56. In the parliament of 1471 Albaixy appeatis, ib. 51 j in 
this of 1476 Albany and Mar his younger brother, 55. 

’ Ails, f. 62. ’ Ryiner, XII, 41. 
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be open to general fale*. The ftate of the kingdom may be 1477 
better difcerned by this ftatute, than by volumes of dcclama- 
tion : and it is almoft unneceffiiry to add that tins want of 
common induftry led to a gradual increafe of impovcrilhment ; 
for Scotland poffefled not, like ancient Athens, or rpodern 
Holland, commerce, arts, and manufadures fiu* more than 
fufficient to counterbalance the great difadvanta^ of acquiring 
fubfiftence by foreign purchafe. 

This parliament alfo decreed that an embafly (hould be lent 
to thc^duke of Burgundy, at the ’ expence of the burghs, to 
confirm and renew the alliance formerly contxadled, and to 
obtain a ratification, and if poffible ah enlargement of the im- 
munities granted to Scotilh merchants, and a redrels of any 
damages This potent prince had lent conciliating letters 
to the Scotilh court, as the a6l exprelles : but cdhtd the parlia- 
ment be yet ignorant that the dead body of Burgundy had been 
trampled into the ice and mud, before Nanci, oh the fifth of 
January ; and that Mary his only daughter was unmarried, not 
having united thofe wide territories th the houle of Auftria, by 
her marriage with Maximilian, tiK the eighteenth of Auguft ? 

But it is probable that the parliament fat a confiderable time ; 
and that the latter may be the duke mentioned. An embafly 
into England is alfo ordered, to negotiate another marriage- 
treaty with the royal houfe of that kingdom *. 

But Edward again lent Legh as his embaflador into Scot- 
land, with inftruClions to reprefent 'that the marriages pro- 
pofed by James, between his filler Margaret and the duke of 
Clarence, and between Albany and the duchefs of Burgundy, 
widow of Charles the Ralh and filler of Edward, could not be 
then negotiated, as her year of mourning was not expired h 

* A£ls, f. V. 63, c. 91. ’ Ibid. f. 63. * Ibid. 

* O. letter Edward to Legh, Vcfp* C. XVI, f. 121. 
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The fuperftition df James now fuggefted a defire to ^ ifit the 
fhrine of St. John at Amiens, and Edward granted a lafe con- 
duft fbr his paflage through England, with a thoufend attend- 
ants, for that purpofe ; not omitting his earneft defire to confer 
with the Scotch king*. Yet the journey was deferred : and 
James was contented' with ftriking a large medal of gold. 


which he fent to be appended to the fhrine 

The frefli difputes between England and Scotland appear 
to have originated in this, or the preceding year; but their 
caufe has not been accurately explained. The death of the 
duke of Burgundy, which changed the views of France and 
England, feems to have been the chief fource of this altera- 
tion. Louis XI having been delivered from this dreadful foe, 
and having fecured himfelf from the enmity of Edward IV by 
a truce for their lives, by the punctual remiffipn of penfions to 
the EngUfh king and court, and by flattering Edward with 
the marriage of the dauphin to Elizabeth his eldeft daughter, 
there was reaibu to expeft a lafting peace between their king- 
doms '. In confequence, Edward, whole temporary fears, 
and intereft, had alone formed the treaty with Scotland, and 
whole only d^es were money and luxury, began to regret 
the amiual dilburfements, and to wi(h for another war as a 
pretext of raifing money for his pleafures and profufion. But 
their facrifice of the French alliance, and their inteftine com- 
motions, prevented the Scots from hallening into an open en- 
mity with Ehjgland. 

The reign of James had hitherto been fuccefsful ; and for- 
tune had Ihowered favours upon him, which to his wifer pre- 
deceflbrs had been denied. The acquifition of Roxburgh, 


‘ Rymer, XII, 53. 

’ Du Cange Traite hift. du chef dc St. Jean, Paris 1665, 4to, f. 128. 
* Duclos, II, 275, 283, 300. 
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Berwick) the Orkneys, and Shetland ; the honourable mar- 
riage treaty with England, the relumption of the earldom of 
Rofs, were Ipleudid events, which prevented the eruption of 
public difeontent at maiiy new and arbitrary meafures. But 
James liad provoked deep and inveterate hatred ; and, having 
no {landing army, could not rule by fear alone. A great 
alteration is now to take place ; imprudence is to incur the 
ufual deftiny : and a thick cloud of crimes, and misfortunes, 
is to darken the fucceeding years of this reign. 

The character of James was Urongly contrafted by thoie of 
his brothers, Alexander duke of Albany, and John earl of 
Mar. While the king, in iblitary retirement, indulged his 
favourite {Indies of mulic, architedture, and aftrology, he forgot 
the duties, amid the idle amulemcmts, of a monarch. The 
nobles, in the feudal ages, feldom ,yi{iting the court, except 
upon occafions of bulinefs, or high felliyals, and being igno- 
rant of the arts in which James delighted, he had recourfe to 
the converfatioh of thofe who excelled in them j but forgot the 
majelly of the fovereign fo far as to. make companions and fa- 
vorites of men of mean origin ; imitating Louis XI who had 
raifed his barber Oliver le Dain to great wealthy and high 
dignities ; but a ftranger to the {landing army, large revenue, 
and other refources, which enabled that king to crulh the lofty, 
and exalt the humble. Cochran a mafon or architeil, and 
Rogers the Englilh mailer of mulic, were re{^£lable names 
among the favourites of the Scoiilh king, when followed by 
thofe of Leonard a fmith, Hommil a taylor, and Torphichan a 
fencing mafter ^ The contempt and indignation of the no- 
bility were extreme, when they beheld the public favour of 
the fovereign to thofe minions, joined with a pointed neglect 
of their haughty order. 


VOL. I. 


* Ferrer, f. 395. 
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14^8 Albany was a fen^k and fpirited prince, Ibnd of martial 
’-'■■v'— ^ esercifes, of fine horfcs, and of attendants taB and vigorous. 
In perfim he was of a middle ilafture, ftroiig, and weM prc^r- 
tioned : bis broad iboulders, and blooming yet Bern counte-. 
stance, engaged the prsife of a martial age : and his known 
courage, if we bebeve an hiBorian, was the only caufe why 
the nobles did not rebel againfi; James, while he lived in amity 
with this brother’. Mar added luperior ftature to youth, 
beauty, and elegance of pcrfon : his gentle manners won every 
heart ; nor cbd he yield to his brother in the favourite cxercifcs 
of the nobility, or in his attention to the tweed of his war- 
horfes : and in huiiting, hawking, and every knightly paftime, 
his fkill and grace wore admired *. 

The wardenlhip of the eaftem marches had been affigned to 
Albany, for life, by his father James II ; to which the honours 
of governor of Berwick, and lord lieutenant of the borders, had 
been added. From his fiither he alio derived the earldom of 
March, and its Brong ca'Ble of Dunbar If we credit Liud> 
fay, who (Ibmewhat depraves his information by reprel'ent* 
ing Alexander lord Home as chamberlain fince the reign of 
James 11, while he held not that office till the commencement 
of that of James IV, a violent enmity had taken place between 
Albany, and the Homes and Hepburns, whole eBates lay con- 
tiguous to h» earldom of March. In order to ruin Albany, 
his enemies applied to Cochran, who refented that prince’s 
contempt, while ‘he dreaded his power : this favourite knowing 
the weak part of his fbvereign’s ehara^r, procured a witch 
to pronounce to James, that he fhould be flain by one of his 
neareB kindred ; and his children being infants, the fufpicion 
fell upon :]ii& brothers, and led to their ruin. Buchanan im- 

’ Lindfay, IJ4, 115. * Id. J15. ’ Ibid. The aft of forfeiture, &c. 
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putesthe king’s mmiiT’ againft liis brodsers to a praphdj of 147S. 
Andrew, a Flemifli aftrologer, and ^ivorite of lames, that 
Scotland a lion Ihould be devoured by his whelps ; which, if 
a real prediftion, was fmgukr in ks accompiliihment : but the 
account of Lindlky is more prebalde, as the latter emblem 
could not point to Iwothers. Frcun the acootmt of Ferrerius, 
which is mojft ancient, it appears that Mar was accufed of 
uhug magical aits agah^ the kut^’s tils ^ Jn oar choice of 
weak motives, we are however hs&. certain that the tfmmy of 
James was ftrong: nor is there the &a^eA reason to inlS»* 
from the bafe treaty made with Edwaiai IF by Albany in 
1482, and to whidh he was drive# % de%aif and resentment, 
that he now entertained any diiloyal <dehghs ; l^r le& any in- 
tercourie with England which Idpgdom he did n<^ vilic tiU 
three years after his efcape to Fran^t and even theji yt^as in- 
duced by the l^ciai invitation, and interefted views, of Ed- 
ward. It is however not impfobablie Albany and Mar, 
having al& encountered the Inng’a indki^eiace, the re- 

fentments of the nobles, and widi them iCioai|>ked -jigauifl the 
royal favourites, who had dirfficien^ hvtoiKdd and addrels to con- 
found their hifety with that of the gaKa-iuitont. Amid ^dark- 
nefs which attends the oonusaidicra lof <crime!|, it belmigs to can- 
dour, and reafon, to it^n* a motive eiiou^ to blunt the 

feelings, andcomipt the heart, for hnsman depravi^ cannot at 
once proceed to the utmoll decree : but when we {peak of the 

* Lindfay, 116, 117. Buch. XII4 jy. Ferrer, f. v. 393, followed hy 

Lefley 320. ^ 

* Could any conne^itons bepwen Albany Mar and Englap^ibe difeovered, 
preceding 1479, they might vindicate Janies.^ for certain it is fhat Albany af- 
terwards branded the king as a baftard, f fee letters of Dacre in the reign of 
James V,) and openly affumed the royal title. It is ifemarkable that the peers, 
in 1488, never objeded the death of Mar, or exile of Albany, tp James. 
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1478 ** good old times,** let us refleft that the three contemporary 
'"'"■V— ' fovereigns of France, England, and Scotland, were aU ilained 

with a brother’s blood. 

1479 However obfcure the origin of the tempeft might be, its 
effeds were apparent and dreadful. Mar was leized by the 
king’s command, and confined a clofe prifoner in the caftle of 
Craigmillar, near Edinburgh. Albany was committed to 
Edinburgh caAle; and Evandale the chancellor was fent to 
befiege his fortrefs of Dunbar, which foon yielded, the gar- 
riibn withdrawing in boats to the Englilh coaft®. 

As the delpotic temper of the king was certain, his frater- 
nal afFedtions dubious, Albany thought proper, after a confine- 
ment of fome duration, to contrive means of efcape. Either 
by concert, or chance, a French veffel arrived in the Forth, 
and anchored near Newhaven, a fmall and little frequented 
port to the weft of Leith, and of fhort and eafy accefs from 
Edinburgh. The captain, either in the plot before, or now 
gained by Albany’s emiflarics, pretended that his cargo con- 
lifted of excellent wines ; and lent to the caftle to requeft the 
duke to honour him by the lirft choice. Two fmall calks of 
malmfey, then a favourite wine, were ordered : and the cap- 
tain in one of them concealed a roll of wax, inclofing a paper 
of intelligence and dire^ions ; while the other conveyed a long 
rope, the flaean of deliverance. As the duke’s mefienger was 

‘ The accounts of Ferren'us and Lindfay are Angularly conftifed. The 
former dates the flight of Albany to France in 1471 ! The latter blends events, 
and periods, totally diflinS. Lefley and Buchanan are more accurate. At the 
liege of Dunbar, the lairds of Lufs, ‘and Craigy-wallace, and Shaw of Sauchic, 
loyalifls, were ilain by one cannnn-fliot. Lcfl. 319. The names of the defen- 
ders, who were convifled of treafon, 3 03 . 1479, may be fecn in Carm. 
Tra 3 s, 61. The forfeiture of Orkney, father-in-law of Albany, and Sir 
James Liddel, Abercr. 11 , 429, leems known only to that inaccurate author. 
See 1483 for the origin of his error. 
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a confidential domeftic of tried fidelity, he was intrafted with' 1479 
the fecret, and ferved his mafter’s defign with zeal. After 
lupper the commander of the fortrefs went to the king’s apart- 
ment to receive his orders, James lodging in the caftle at the 
time ; and having ordered the gates to be Ihut, and fct the 
watch, he returned by appointment to Albany’s chamber, to 
enjoy a collation and wine. The duke and his iervant were 
abftemious, while they artfully engaged the commander, and 
three of the garrifon who guarded the prifoner, in repeated 
draughts of intoxication. Secure in their fleep, or in their 
death, for according to fome accounts the odious guefts were 
flain, Albany and his domeflic proceeded to a retired part of 
the wall, concealed from the view of the watch and the rope 
being fixed, and let down, the Iervant firft explored the dan- 
gerous height : but from the fhortnefs of the rope, fell, and 
broke his thigh : the duke guarded againfl the fame fate, by 
increafing the length with the torn fheets of his bed, and de- 
feending lafely, firft carried his faithful domeftic on his back 
to a place of fecurity ; and then proceeding to Newhaven made 
the fignal appointed, and was received on board the fliip, which 
immediately failed for France. . The king was fo much fur- 
prized at this efcape, almoft from his own prefence, that he 
would not yield to convitftionj tftl he had himfelf examined the 
prifoner’s apartment, and feen the ipot and inftrument of his 
flight. Vain orders were given to fearch the caftle, and fend 
out horfemen on all fides, with pfomifes of high reward, be- 
fore the truth was difeoyered ^ 

Albany 

’ Ferrerius and Lcflcy are contented with mentioning, and both unchronolo- 
gically- the flight of Albany to France. Buchanan XII, 39, details the cfcape 
from the caftle ; and Lindfay, 132 — 135, is agreeably circumftantial, but, like 
moft waiters of anecdotes, is inaccurate. He fuppofes Albany to have fled to 

England 
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Albafty isavijPrg arrived in France went to Parki where he 
Was honoi^raibly received : Ganoourt in the king’s name, and 
th® ittagiftrates and council of the city, awaiting ©n die road 
with congratulations. Louis ordered Monipeny and Concref- 
lault, Scotilhm^ t>f rank, to attend the duke; and his ex- 
pences Were defrayed by the royal fevour, bat his train not 
exceeding twelve petfons diere was no great room for munifi- 
Cence”. 

A dirfetent fifte awaited Mar, who, iniftcad of an open trial 
by his peers, encountered a private condemnatton by the king’s 
doraeftic council, appareitdy oonfsfting of Cochran and the 
Other iminiofis’. The was afterwards 

brought iHrOm 'CraigmUlar to the Canongate of Edinburgh, 
where a vein Was cut, and 'he was allowed to bleed to death ; 
an ealy mode of ’coctinifihon, preferred by the ’jfliilofophy of Se- 
neca, and the luxury etf f’ceroadas Several perious of both 

fexes 

England 'in 14.79, and to have pnrfitaded Edtt'ard to -fend an arnty in 1481., to 
dfeUver Jamts from his peers. James thus reconciled became afterwards jealous 
of Albany, and imprifoned him in the caftic of Edinburgh, whence 'he efcaped 
to France in the manner Itientiohed in the text in A ftrange perverfion ! 

In 1479 Albany paffijd -to Trance»4 "in >1483 "to England. Lelley is the 'only 
Writer 6f Our hiftory, who knowa 4 UttUf-a '-vtry Uttk, of chronology. The 
brief chronicle at the end of Winton, ms. Reg. 17 pxx, rightly dates the 
flight of Albany to France in I4'j!l9. 

’• Chronique Sdindaleufe, written by a eoritemporary, at the'end ofComi- 
nCs, cd. 1706, at the -year r479, p. '457. Albany 'wSis ilod^ed ** cn la true 
Sain£t Martin, a I’enfeigne du coq his train was" de*dix a doux chovaux.” 
Ib. 258. Compare the accurate Diiclos II, 370, 371, who dates the arrival 
of Albany in Paris, “ s’etant fauve d’un chateau, ou Ic roi fon frerc le retenoit 
prifonnier,” about the month of September 1479. He was forfeited 4 0 £):. 
X479. Carm. Trails, 61, 62. 

'* Ferrer, f. V. 393. Buch. XII, 38. ’l^or docs any veftige Uf an open 'trial 
appear on the records. 

* Ferrerius, ib. “ Icifla quadam vena, ad mortem ufque effudit Jangutneni ” 
Buch. kll, 38, vena rcfciflTa, mm ejl coadius'^ Lefley is as vague as fer- 
rerius. 
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i^xes vere, at the fame time, coademn^d and, ci^ecutec^ for 1479 
coiifpiring in the pretended magical pra^ifes of Mar againft 
the king’s life *. 

The wars between England and Scotlai^di now begin to be 1480 
more unfrequent, and upon this accontit to d^ferye greater 
attention : that which now commenced is the moil! memorable, 
fince the battle of Sark, a Ipace of more than thjirty. years : 
and fimilar diftances divide th,e prelent contention, the battle 
of Flodden, and that of Pinkie. The great inequality of th/e 
contell: is matter of glory to the linaUer Hate, which unhappily 

rcrius. Lindfay, 119, murdered and llain in. the Canongate, in a bathingr 
vat.** The 'contemporary chronicle, at the end of Winion, fays at 1479 
many witches and warlocks were burnt ; and that Mar was slain, bccaufe he 
favoured the witches and warlocks^ (magicians.) Almoft the only new and rc^ 
markable paffage in Drummond of Hawthorn^en’s hiftpry is, that Max lacing 
feized with fever and frenzy, was put into a bath, and fome veins opened for 
his cure ; but he died through his own rage, or the negleS of the attendants. 

For this he quotes B. W. E. who was living in that time, and whole records 
ve have followed,’* p. 91, ed. 1.655, certainly bi^pp William Elpbinfl:pn, as 
Abcrcr. II, 41^9^, and other waiters ^pfer* \y^iih reverence to Drummond’s 
genius, apd love of truth, arguments arife that he was here iinpofed on by fome. 
carelefs or defigning antiquary, i. The hiftory aferibed to Elphin/lon is extant 
in the Bodleian library, (the very copy ufed by Drummond, as appears from 
Craw. Off. 52,) and only extends to the death of James I^, 1437. 2. Had 

Drummond ufed Elphinfton’s hiitory of jarpes II apd III, (a. great defidcrat\iiu 
in our literature,! lie muft have enriched bis pages with new faSs, inilead o^ 
tranferibing, as he does, Boyce, Ferrerius, Lcfley, Buchanan. 3. The cure 
was new, and probably unknown in that or any age. 4. It was indifpenfable 
to the king’s reputation to inftitute open iiiforinations, concerning the caufes of 
his brother’s death. 5. Granting the evidence, ^^^pIlinfton’s teftimony would, 
in itfeif |;)e bigh\y pbjcflionable, he being t;hc frieml of Shevis, and the favouritp 
of Js^mes III, to whom he owed his preferments. Keith, Bilhops, 68, 69. 

^ Ferrer, f. v. 393. Left. 320. — Buchanan XII, 38, fays twelve vvdtches 
were burnt. They were accufed of confuming a waxen image before a fire, to 
affed the king’s health by magic : the punifliment is jmlified by the dejign^ and 
by the belief of t^bc tfoics. This is, it is bcbpved, witches 

'\\\ Sv'otland. 
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1480 cither declined, or was ftationary, in wealth, and power; 
while the other was rapidly progrcflive. Henceforth defeated 
in every great conteft, the fpirit of Scotland remained unim- 
paired ; and while her ioldiers knew not the name of fear, 
they might execrate the caprice of chance, and the want of 
military Ikill, patience, and genius, in their leaders. The 
hiftorian of the houfe of Douglas hefitates not to pronounce 
that, fince the fall of that family, Scotland has performed few 
deeds of arms many of that illuftrious progeny were indeed 
born generals, and the deficiency of fuch fingular genius, which 
depends upon great and prompt faculties, cool intuition, and a 
kind of prelcience, and to which the impetuofity of the na- 
tional charadler is highly adverfe, was repeatedly felt by this 
warlike kingdom. 

If it be often dubious, even in modern times, which of two 
warring nations was the aggreffor, a fuperior certainty is not to 
be expe 61 :cd in remote ages. Some allert that Edward IV was 
the author of hoftilities ; while others affirm that Louis XI 
excited the Scotifh king to arms. The latter opinion might 
be fupported by the treaty, which was entered into, in the end 
of the year 1479, between Edward IV and the dukes of Auftria 
and Bretagne, the foes of Louis ♦: but as the French monarch 
pretended ignorance of that tranfaftion, and continued to pay 
Edward’s penfion, and to cultivate his amity, dreading left he 
fhould openly affift the Flemings, with whom the French were 
at war, it does not I'eem probable that he fhould wifh, by in- 
citing the Scots to arttis, to provoke, the decided enmity of 
England. A diverfion of a part of Edward’s force was all that 
could have been gained; while the pra£tices of Louis might 
have been punifhed by the remainder. Other arguments againft 

’ Hume’s Dougl. I, 384. * Dudos, II, 374. 

this 
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this fiippofitlon arife from the filence of Comines, that great 1480 
contemporary, and other. French writers, concerning this war,'”*''^ 
or any part taken by Louis in its^lirovocation; and from the 
reception of Albany in France, which argues no friendfliip 
between Louis and James: the truce of fifty -four years, and 
the marriage treaty with England, having confiderably impaired 
the connexion betweeijj^France and Scotland. On the other 
hand, as is before obferVed, it is certain that in 1478 Edward, 
by difcontinuing the payment of Cecilia’s portion, had infringed 
the amity with Scotland, whole relentment had only been fup- 
preffed by the commotions in the royal family, and by the long 
difufe of war. But to guard againft any hoftile intention of 
the Scots, Edward, on the twelfth day of May 1 480, had 
named his brother Richard duke of Glocefter, the future ufurper, 
lieutenant-general of the North, and appointed him to lead an 
army againft his inveterate enemy the Scotilh king; whom he 
accufes of an intention to violate the truce, and enter the 
Englilh territoflies, “ in contempt of his own fame But in 
the fkme of crimes Edward and James were equal ; and to that 
of virtues their pretenfions were fimilar. Some incurfious 
having been made by the Soots, Edward, on the twentieth of 
June following, commanded his arr^ to be in i:eadinels: yet 
no important hoftility followed, till the enfiiing year. » 

^ Rymcr, XII, 115, “ Spreta ipfius nominis, omnifque nobilitatis, fama.” 

• It is rifiblc tu obferve the ignorance of Abercromby, H, 434> and Granger, 
(Maitland’s hiil. 11 , 682,) who fuppofe the term nobiUtat, (noblencfs of mind, 
honour,) to apply in a mn|prtofehfe to the Scotilh nobility', and fa^ly infer that 
Edward was no ftranger td'Uie-dilcontents of the Scotilh nobles! 

Abercromby, II, 434^^'Unchronologically places a liege of Berwick in this 
year, which Lelley, 321 i dates 1481, Ferrerius, 394,. in 1482. The chronicle 
at the end of Winton fays that, in 1480, Angus burned Bamborougb, and re- 
mained three days in England* 
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1481 111 his averfion for war James fent a herald to the Englilh 

^ court, offering to redrefi any infringements of the truce com> 
mitted by his fubjefts, proUlded th^ Edward would condefcend 
to the fame terms: but the herald was difinifled without 
anfwer, a circumftance which of itfelf fixes the violation upon 
Edward Louis XI lutving fallen into the malady, which in 
two years terminated his exiftence. Inward had entered into 
an aftive alliance wi'di Maximilian duke of Auftria, who en- 
gaged to pay lum a.penfion equal to that allowed by Louis; lb 
that the Englifii king was now at liberty to purfiie his own 
2 March mealures ’. Accordingly he ordered preparations to be made 
for the march of his army to die frontiers *; and from the writs 
it feems that a fiege was propofed, which it is realbnable to 
infer was to be directed againft Berwick, the lofs of which was 
not a little regretted by the En^iilh. 

2 April To provide againft the defigns of the enemy, a parliament 
was aflcmbled; the fiatutes of whidi,and of fopie in preceding 
reigns, leave it doubtful whether the right Jl^ace and war 
w'as conceived to belong to the king, or to the national council; 
but in thofe ignorant ages no political department was properly 
divided or underiftood. Yet the fears, and confeious unpo- 
pularity,- of James induced him to defert his defpotifm on this 
occafiom and tofubmit much to the deliberations of parliament. 
Befides regulations concerning the length of Ipears, and nature 
of defenfive armour, all perfons alTembling to the army are^ 
prdiibited, on levere penalties, to emnmit any damage, or 
Ipoil, in the Scotifii dominions; and les on the borders, 

and eaftern coaft, are ordered to be repalw, ' and provided with 
garrifons, andprovifion 

* A£ls, 1481, f. V. 65. » Rymer, XII, 126, 127. * Ibid. 140. 

• Aflts, f. 65. A tax of 7000 marks was granted, to vii^ual Berwick for 
forty days. Canto. Trads, 65. 
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The campaign neverthelers ended with Httle glory, or ad- 1481 
vantage, to either fide. About lixty Scotifli hamlets were burnt 
by the incurfions of the Engliih; sChd the jfleet of Edward, en- 
tering the Forth, captured eight veflels, and gave to the flames 
the village of BlaclEtiefs and another Ihip which lay there; 
after which actions it regained its native ihore5;^«>'^ The Scotifli 
borderers carried deAru^oli in% England: and the EngUfli fleet 
returned, but found the eoafts fo Well, guarded, that the latter 
expedition was ineffeflual ♦; Awlrw^ Wood of Leith, in par- 
ticular, fhewed diftinguiflied courage in the maritime forvice 
Meanwhile Edward entered into a tr^tjir with the lord of the 
Ifles, whofe misfortunes had not taught biin prudence, and 
who followed the hereditary eemd^Sb of his fomtly, hnce the 
invaflon of Edward I, and which wau; to W continw to the 
reign of Eldward VI *♦ It is fold James led his army into 
England, hut was met by the.fuipal legate, who denounced a 
peace among ^ potentates <tf fhhwefl:, in order to oppofe die 
Turks, who IMrthe preceding . year had taken Otranto^ and 
alarmed all Italy: upon Which the king returned, and difmifled 
his army, while Edward littde regarded the pontifical mandate *. 

'rhis is highly probable in point of chronolc^; but a& a fimUar 

*'• \ ’ , 

• <y ■ » 

* Ferreriiis, 394. 1 /cfley, 320, 321, Ryinar,vXll, 139, has jHibliflied fotne 

naval commiffioas of. Edward^ 15 148 jl* 

* Femr. ib. * Gidai W hka^ Mardi f 483^ Scotlb. 

* Ryater,. XII, 140 ^ powers ta treat with thb lord of the ifles and Donald 

Gorme, 2*|une. ' This pecff, Slid a prieft oafoed Rait, (for in old lecords Jir 
ahnoft univerfally tallies arpsieih ^ kmght is pW after the some,) ase 
taentiojtied in the aAs of parliament, f. 64, aa .having jEngland 

about 1477 * in Aug. 1481, occues a la|g^ grant to. Joha of llay’, lord of 
the ifles, for good fervicOs. Scotfl. CaL 

* Fecrerius, 394, IfOfley, 321. They ludicroufly introduce the lord of the 
ifles, as a mighty leader mthe. army, of James I Had they called him Donald, the 
continuation of Boyce’s fund of fable would have been yet more (ingular. 
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1481 event occurs in a preceding reign, it is difficult to believe the 
repeated fuccefs of the lame llratagem ; and the liege of 
Berwick not being attempted by the Englilh, it may feem that 
the royal hoff, elpecially alTembledfor the defence of that place, 
was in conlequence dilbanded. 

1482 Another psuiiatneut being iummoned, the members engaged, 
iSMardiwith great warmth, in the national enmity againft England 

The depredations of the Englilh by fea and land, being more 
fenlibly felt after lb long a period of peace, and being perhaps 
direfted by tifee innate cruelty of^Olocefter, the commander in 
chief, appear to have excited an indignation remarkably keen. 
But the decency of modern times is furprized to find the 
legiflative body ufing terms’ of fuch alperity, as repeatedly to 
ftyle the Englilh fovereign, Edward the reifar^ that is the robber, 
or pirate ; a title due to many kings, but feldom employed. It is 
added that Edward “ calls himfelf king of England,” for the 
conne£lion between Scotland, and Henry VI, not forgotten. 

The three ellates engage that, fince Edward flnns refolved to 
prolecute the war, which he had unjuftly commenced, they 
lhall mainttnn a firm obedience to their ibyereign, with their 
perfons, l^ds, and goods, in defence of his perlbn, his fuc- 
cefiion, the realm, and the fubjefts; as they, and their an* 

‘ A'Sls, f. V. 65, feq. «iid,cotnpare the ^itton by Mui^ay ofGIendook, p. 80, 
where the date, 18 March 1481-2, is rightly affigned*^ Abercromby, Granger, 
Guthrie, &c. confound this parliameht with that of April 1481. Lord Kaims, 
Hift. Law Tracts, 44t, has publilhed the trial of lord' Lyle in this fellion, vthich 
Ihews that it ctmmenced oh the 18th March 1481-2. , The trial was on the 
22d March 1482. See alfo Carm. Trafls, 63. The violence of the language 
was palpably excited by the ravagfes of the Englilh in 1481. Incredible confu> 
lion has arifen in our hiftory, and records, from the varying commencement of 
the year, in the Roman mode i Jan. or according to the manner of the weft, 
25 March. See I’Art. de verifier les dates, p. iii to xi, for a complete ex- 
planation. 
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ceftors had done formerly.* They order all men within the 1482 
kingdom to be prepared, npdn a warning of eight days, or left 
4 f heceflary, to attend, the king^ in' arms, and with provifioiis for 
at leaft twenty days*.:' and a regulation i$ ; given concerning 
couriers, or pofts, to convey orders'and intelligence^. In con- 
fideration of the king’s great; expence, in repairing and fortify- 
ing the walls of Berwick, and; the caftle, in providing them 
with artillery, and in maintaining a garrifon of five hundred 
men in' the town, the eftatfes oblige themfelves to fiipport gar- 
rifons in thirteen forts, upon the borders ; the Hermitage is to 
receive one hundred men, the others from twenty to fixty. This 
fiatute is fingular, and interefiing in many relpefls ; the chief 
captains are nominated by the ftates, who ordain that the 
captains (hall appoint their lieutenants, and (hall receive the 
pay of their foldiers at the rate of. two (hillings and fixpence 
for every fpear, and tw§ ihiUings for each bow * ; the garrilbus 
confifting of equal portions armed with the(e weapons, and 
being allotted t» the forts only during the month of May, after 
which they were to be lodged in Berwick for three months; 

The clergy engage to maintain two hundred and forty of thefe 
foldiers; the nobility as many; and the boroughs half that 
number. In another ftatute the national council, in terms of 
control, and not of advice, declare that if Edward invade 
Scotland in perfon, the Scotilh king (hall appear in the field, 
at the head of the whole force of his realm ; and the members 
cxpreft their firm refolution to live or die with their monarch’. 

' Louis XI began the foundation of . the pods, or rather regular offices for 
poff-horfes to be ufed by royal meflengets, in 1480, «and completed the inffitation 
in 1481. Duclos, II, 384, 441. 

* Ails, f. 67. AbercromBy, miffed by his own notes, and confounding Roman 
and Arabic numerals, gravely puts eleven {or two. Guthrie, IV, 154, joins the 
dance, thon^ Granger, 685, had corrected the error. 

* Adts, f. V. 66. 


Thofe 



BOOK VII. 


jot 

1482 Thofe who are attached to {yrtems^ the .bane of hiftory, might 
build a ijplendid ipeculation upon fuch decrees : but the wifer» 
who prefer even incoufiftency to fyftem^ will be perhaps ihr 
dined to found little Upon the flu6iuating views of a rude age, 
in which no branch of power was properly defined, or circum- 
feribed. Yet a degree of b^dry muft be required not to 
perceive principles of eminent dignity, and freedom, in thefe 
tranladiom* The parliament was doubtlefe ariftocratic ; and 
the Scots having unfortuimtely nb houie of commons, the 
deputies q£ the bur^ were annihilated by the pomp of the 
nobles aim prelates t but fuch had been the delpotifin of James 
that the caufe of the suhles hecame that of the people* Petr 
haps the ufual royal influence guided this alfembly; and the 
fears of James, expofed at once to internal difeord and foreign 
w|r, led him to extraordinary concelfions, in order to flrengthen 
his thrmie by popularity. Perhaps t^ ariflocracy feized this 
Critical period to ri^ain loft authority, and, by plaufible mea- 
fijres, to fecure the favour of die nation, in the meditated 
ftheme againft the king’s favorites. However this be, the 
loyalty and unwwmity exprefifed by the parliament ^ere com- 
pletely delufive. 

Otiber ftatutes of thb aflfembly are effential to hiftory. ‘It is 
-ordered by die king, arid parliament of Scotland, that an cm- 
bafly be ^t firom them to the king of France, and parliament 
of Parist to defire aid ; to affurc them that James had ever 
been, and would be ready to aft reciprocally? and to complain 
that Louis had returned no anfwer to repeated letters of James 
upon this lubjeft*. This furnilhes an additional proof that 
Louis was not the author of the war: but did the ftrange com- 
pliment to the parliament of Paris proceed from ignorance, or 

* Afts, f. 68. 
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from a defign to collate the ScotHh legiflature with a court of 148 a 
juftice ? A high reward is offered few the flaughter, or capture » 
of Jaines» the exiled earl of Douglas; and even his followers 
are rated at proportional remunerations; that nobleman 
ading as a dangerous enemy in the prelent hoffilities againff 
his country*. Lord Lyle was tried by an afflze of lixteen 22 Mar. 
lords of parliament, the king fitting as. judge, for correlponding 
with Douglas; but was acquitted*. In recompence for the 
apparent loyalty of the parliament, the monarch engaged, by a 
formal promife, to attend to the impartial admini||ration of 
juftice, fo that the people might have caule to rejoice in the 
public order, to thc%)nfufion of the king’s enemies, and of all 
“ falfe traitors and untrue hearts,” an exprelfion dangerous and 
ominous 

Tiw next important incident of this eventful year was the 
paffage of Albany, from France into Engknd. That deluded, . 
and deiperate, prince was infiigated probably by the artifices of 
Glocefter, who defired fuch an example, to afpire to the Sootifh 
crown, and to enter into a traity wi^ Edward IV, dilgraceful ** 
to himfelf, and ^eai^msble to his country. He uies the title, 
at once ambitious andn^ading, of Alexander king of Scotland, 
by the gift of the Englilh lung: cofifisnts to pay homag*e, and 
to abandon fome countries, and places on the Ibuth of Scotland, , 
particularly Berwick: and difirlaims the league with France. 
Edward agrees to affill Albany in reducing Scotland, and 
maintaining his royalty againff James*. In confequence of 

this 

* A£t$, f. V. 66 * .Among thefe fdlowers is fir R^hard Holland, evidently a 

prieft, and perhaps tlie author of the .a fa,tire agunft J^es by apartizan 

of Douglas namod.lioliand. Scot. Poems, 179c, Vol. III. 

® Kaims Hill. Law Trails, 441. Carm. Tra&s, 64. ♦ Ads, f. 66. 

* Rynier, XII, 156, 157 : of the 9th May appears an order to fit mtacarvelif 
called the Michel, commanded by James Douglas, which had lately conveyed 
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1482 this treaty Albany joined the Englith army, which advanced, 
under the command of Gloceftcr, againft Berwick*. The 
Scotilh king affembled his array, and was upon his march to 
relieve that important place, when he was prevented by a.revoT 
lution, which calls for a paufe and an ample detaiL 

Though confcious of the difcontents of the nobles and people, 
James perfifted in his attachment to mean favourites. Among 
thefe Cochran was the chief. This architedl, whole Ikiil, dis- 
played in the credion of (everal edifices, might have been 
rewardei^y employment, or by a penfion, became the foun- 
tain of rpyal favour; arid was elevated to a giddy and invidious 
height of power. The liberal prefents 0#* thole who fued for 
lus prote6lion, and influence, loon conftituted a wealth enor- 
mous for the perfon, the age, the country : and a part of this 
bale opulence procured from the king’s avarice the earldom of 
Mar, the fatal dignity of his murdered brother^. This high 

Albany from France to 'England, as a fhlp in the Engllih fcrvlce. Ib. 154. Fer- 
rerius, f. v. 394, fays the French wife of Albany was now dead. ^ 

Among the junpubliflied papers of Rymer,.No. 4615, art. 82, are indrudions 
from Edward, 5 March 1482, to , Dr.’ Ltgh, Witi^gton, See. commiffioners to 
the borders, to examine iif lord Carlyle, and fuch y^ers a£ James iliall fend, be 
empowered to deliver up the prince of Scotland into Inward’s hands, till the mar- 
riage be accompliihed. Open war is threatened, as James had received great 
Aims, ufurped Berwick, Coldingham, Roxburgh, and other places, and refufes 
homage. J!)oug]as muA be rellored to his honours, and the prince muft be deli- 
vered by the 8th of May, and Berwick furrendered ! Edward complains that the 
Scots had, at a meeting on the marches, flain Robert Lyle, and taken fir Henry 
Percy and others prifoners. 

The commiflion iroGtOuceiler is dated.ia June. Ib. 157. 

^ It is moft probable that only the revenues of the earldym were affigned to. 
him, without the titles, which however his flatterers, or his own vanity, might 
life. Fhus in 147 ^1 4 ^^ May, the earldom of Levenax, or Lennox, was granted 
for life to lord Evandale, with the wards and marriages of all the valials. Scotft. 
Cal. ^et Buchanan, XII, 46, Ipecially mentions the title of Mar as the chief 
fource of the hatred of the nobility. The filence of the records may arife from 
the erazures of merited fcorn. 
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honour, difgraceful to the infatuation of James and of Ins 1482 
favourite, was followed by the utmoft Hatred, and fcorn, of the 
nobility, and by the, execrations of the people. But the new 
earl of Mar, unconicious that his extreme elevation, was an 
infallible ftep to the deepeft ruin, continued to abule his power, 
and that of his j^vereign, and to increafe his wealth by every 
Ipecies of peculation. His opprellion extended to all ranks of 
men. The nobles beheld the places, formerly given by the 
king to their fons, now fold to Mar's followers: the pirelatcsS 
and dignitaries of the church, fi^ed at the mcreaf^f fimony: 
even the daily pittance of the poor did not efcape, for Cochran 
had debaled the current filver, with a degree of alloy, which 
rendered it i/aci money y.'i. fraud which led to his ruin, and that 
of his mafter; and which has been erroneoufly confounded with 
the billon coinage, ordained by the parliament of 14^6, which 
was intended for the benefit of the poor, and was continued in 
all the fiicceeding reigns. But this corruption of the money 
was peculiar to that of James III, and was fiich that the mer- 
chants, and farmers, rather chofe to let the grain rot in their 
granaries, than to receive the price in fuch dubious metal: and 
the populace afterwards repeated with exultation the prophefy 
of Mar, who, when he was told that his coin would be recalled, 
anfwered, as an impoifibility, “ That day I fhall be hanged.” 

In fliort the whole honour and welfare of the king, and king- 
dom, were facrificed on the dorneftic altar of this bafe, and 
covetous, minion *. 

Some of the peers had formerly aflembled,. and conlulted 
upon the means of delivering the realm from the difgrace, and 
deftruftion, infli^led by Cochran, and the other royal favourites, 

* Uftdfay, 119, 120. Ferrerius, 395. Cochran was of eminent {Ircngth, and 
had fiift attrafled the king’s attention by his valour in a (ingle combat. Buch. 

XII, 37. 
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1482 A noble deputation had even been lent to the king, requetlihg 
'-"■v'"-' that he would difinifs thefe pernicious counfellors; aitd reftore 
the confidence placed by his anceftors in the loyalty of the 
nobility. The anlwer of James was far from faitisfa^ry ; but 
the peers aflehted to delay; and diflembled till fome decifive 
occafion Ihould arife. An oeOafioh now dec]pirred, fuch as the 
Scotilh nobles, to 'their lingtilat idilgraGe, have been accuftomed 
to feize, from the reigii of the firft to the terihination of that of 
the fifth James, ' Inftead of ufirig the proper period of peace, 
the proper j>lace of parliameiit, the day of' War, and the camp, 
have afforded the ruinous Ifecne pf internal diffention; and the 
facred interefts and glory of their ebuntfy have often been 
abandoned by the nobility, to gratify a juft,’ or unjuft refent- 
ment againft their lovereigHi But the fatal forms of a Scotilh 
parliament, lb well adapted to royal influence, the conception 
that it was a royal' court, the incapacity of rude nobles tofpeak 
againft ah educated clergy, ever devoted to the king the fource 
of their fleeting dignities, contribute greatly to abfolve the 
nobles from this imputation ; and it is matter of regret, rather 
than of lurprile, that they always feized the only dccafibn when 
theii* power was collefied and firm. 

The Scotilh array, amountinjg to about fifty thdufands, had 
July crouded to the' royal banner at Burrough-muir near Edinburgh; 
whence they marched to Sotttfay, and to Lauder, at which 
place they encamped between the church and the village’; 
Cochran, earl of Mar, conduced the artillery; and his prefcnce 
And pomp were additional ihlults. On the morning after their 
Arrival at Lauder, the peers alfembled in a fecret council, in 
the. church, and deliberated upon their defignv of reVengei 
The earls of Angus, Argyle, Huntley, Orkney or Caithneft, 

» Lindfay, 122. Ferrer, f. v. 394. Lelley, 321. Buch. XII, 40. 

* Crawford, 
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Cfftiivford, theJorJ^ H6me,'Flemmg, Grjiy,Duimi\^ondvI Jales, 1 48 2 
an4 Spton, are chiefly mcntioiicd upon this occaflon} and the ' 
idifconteut ;mufl: hav6 fyread fer sVhen wet find Evahdalc the 
(Chancellor, and fome bifhops unfitediito the above names Iji 
the courfc of the debate Gray took. 'occafidn- to introduce an 
apologue: the ipice confulted upon , the mtehsof deliverance 
from their tyrannic enemy the cat^ andagreed tbafa bell fliould 
be fulpended about her neck; to- notify her approach and their 
danger; but , what mcaafe, had ccwra^ Sufficient tp fatten the 
jbell ? . I fhaU bcU . t^^^^ cat,'V exclaimed the impatience of 
Angus, in whom a current of the blood, of Douglas flowed; and 
the homely times conferr^ upon him - the appellation of Archi- 
bald Bell the Cat. It was concluded tjuit the king fhoutd be 
put in a gentle imprifqnmcnt, in the cattle of Edinburgh : and 
that all his favourites fliould be inttandy hanged over the bridge 
of Lauder, " . , , 

Cochran, ignorant of their defigns, at length left the royal 
prefence to proce^ to the council. Thfe upftart earl was 
attended by three hundred men, armed with light battle-axes,- 
and dittinguiflied by his livery of white with black fillets. He 
was clothed in a riding cloak of black velvet, and wore a large 
chain of gold around his neck : hisi horn of the chafe, or of batde; 
was adorned with .gold and precious ftones : and his helmet, 
overlaid with the fame valuable metal, was born before him*. 
Approaching the door of the church, he commanded an at- 
tendant to knock with authority ; and Sir Robert Douglas of 
Cochleven, who guarded the paffiige, enquiring the name, was 

* So Lindfay, 123, but this is dubious. Lefley’s enmneration is Angus, 

Hundey, Lennox, Buchan, Gray, Lyle. Lindfay's Bothwell is lord Hales, after- 
wards To ftylcd. - 

* Even his pavilions were of filk, and the fallening chains were richly gilt. 

Lindfay, J24. ■ 

anfwcred. 
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14$ 2 aiifwere 4 »! '‘‘ifTisJ,: the carl of Mar.” Cochran, and fome 
hU fri^ft^^t. W/erc adihitted: Angus advanced to him, and 
pulling the golden chain from his neck, faid “ A rope will 
become thee better 1;” ; -while Douglas ;of Lochleven feized his 
hunting horn, declaring that Jbe had been too long a hunter of 
mifchicf. Ratht^- aftonilhed than alarmed, Cochran faid, 
“ My lords is k jell or eameft?” To which it was replied, 
*> It is good eai;nell, and fo thou lhalt find it ; for thou, and 
thy accomplice, have too long abufed our prince’s favour ; 
but no longer expe^ luch advantage, for thou and thy followers 
lhall now reap the defcrved reward.” 

Having fecured Mar, the lords diipatched fome men at arms 
to the king’s pavilion, conducted by two or three moderate 
and prudent leaders, who amufed James while their followers 
Icized the favourites. Sir William Roger the Englifh mullcian, 
Prefton a, gentleman, Hommil, Torphichan, Leonard, and 
others, were inilantly hanged over the, bridge at Lauder. John 
Ramfay of Balmain, having clafped the king’s perfon, was 
alone fpafed. Cocluran was now brought out, his hands bound 
with a rope ; and his w(»k pride dehring to exchange the ig- 
nominious bonds of . a thief for the ♦lilken cords of his own 
pavilion, he was anfwered that he was- a traitor and only found 
merited fhame : he wa!$; condu 61 ed to the bridge, and hanged 
above his companions 

Such was the influence of the ariftocracy over their warlike 
followers, that the king was conveyed to the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, without commotion or murmur. Here he was ferved 
witli refpe6l : but was attended by fbme of the peers, to ob- 
ferve his condufl, and prevent his efcape, till he Ihould give 
ample fecurity not to revenge the death of his favourites ; to 

=• Lindfay, 125. Ferrerius, 395. Lcfley, 322. Buchanan, XII, 45. 

which 
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whidh hfe fhewed obftinate repugnance. Except this conftraint, 1482 
his will was unviolated, and the royal authority remained un- 
impaired*. 

Meanwhile the Englifh army had iwcquired poiTellion of the 
town of Berwick: and the geheralsi, Glodeiler and Albany, 
learning that the Scotifli army wds dilbanded, and the king 
imprifoned, left a party to coiiduft the liege of Berwick caftle, 
and advanced with the fnain force to Endinburgh ’. Their 
fublequent condu6l is not a little myfterious. The capture, or 
death, of James, and the coronation of Albany might have 
been expedled from the Englilh treaty : but the next authentic 
paper prefents to us Albany luing for his pardon from James ; 
and our early hiftorians, ignorant of Albany’s ambition, re- 
prefent him as the deliverer of his brother from the power of 
the nobles. If, with fbme writers, we believe that James was 
not imprifoned in the caftle of Edinburgh, but chofe that 
fortrels as a lecure retreat, the difficulty remains the tame, or 
greater*. Even records cannot atone for the want of con- 
temporary hiftorians ; and in ftich England and Scotland are 
at this period barren. That Edward IV and Albany were 
fmeere in their agreement appears from’ its renewal in the 
following year; which alfo inftrufiks us that Angus and Gray 
were then, if not before, engaged in the treafonable ambition 
of Albany. Hence almoft the only rational view which pre- 
fents itfelf is, that Albany, hndiug a great majority of the 
nobles, and the popular voice, completely adverle to his unna- 
tural and bale Ichemes %, was forced to temporize, and accept 

♦ Ibid. ^ Ferrer. 396. Lefley, 322.- Buch. XII, 47. 

‘ The imprifonment is however certain from two charters. Ruddiman’s 
preface to Anderfon’s diplomata, and notes on Buchanan, I, 445. 

' The continiiator of Harding pofitively fays that Glocefter gave peace to 
Scotland, becaufe the peers did not join Albany. 


a pardon, 
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1483 a-.parJbn, andithereftoration of his eftate's; m the- hopes that 
“*'^his prefence, .and influence, might .flrrciigthen, his pretenfions 
before their open declaration. The acquifition of Beryvick 
would afford a prize fufficient to fatisfy Glpccfter ; who might 
judge, from perfonal knowledge, that a delay was inore expe« 
dient than the perdition of the fchemc by precipitation. 

The English aa'my amounted only to about flxteen thoufand; 
and the materials, foe a.fiege had been, left before Berwick ; 
hence the capture of the caftle of Edinburgh, and of James, 
could hardly be attempted by fo few battalions, liable foon to 
be furrounded or intercepted by a fuperior force. A Scotifli 
army was a£tually affcmblurg at, Haddington, under the com- 
mand of feveral patriotic peers ; and even the courage of 
Gloccfter might tremble at the prolpefl of a battle, without 
the poflibiUty of a retreat*. An hifloriaii informs us that 
thofe peers prevailed on Albany to pafs to their party, upon 
an offer of appointing him lieutenant general of the king" 
dom’ ; a rank tempting to his ambition, for he might, with 
greater certainty, afpire to the crown by Scotilh, than by 
Englifh, aid. However |hiS be, after a brief negotiation, 
Shevis, the archbifliop of St. Andrews, Livington the bilhop 
of Duukeld, lord Evandale the chancellor, and the earl of 
■Argyle, all rather eminent in attachment, to James, entered 
2 Aug. “tto a iblemn engagement with Albany, that if he preferved 
his: duty to the king, and the terms of his bond to them, and 
other Scdtilh lords, his lands and offices ffiould be reftored, 
and he and his followers receive ap amnefly: they alfo engaged 

* Ferrer. 397, Lclley, 322. 

* Lefley, 322, who adds that the earldoms of Mar and March were to .be 
given to Albany. The latter was in fa£l reitored by his deliverance irom the 
forfeiture. Had he faid Mar and Garioch, be would have been cxadl. Sec the 
grant, Rudd. Buch. 1 , 445. 

. that 
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that the king ihonld ratify the treatj in the neatt parliament 1482 
And a truce witli England being neceffary, : in the diftraded 
ftate of: the kingdom, Berwick w!as yielded,, after having re-* 
mainetl for twenty one years in Scotiflipofleffion, to which 
it was not to return ; and the firovoft and merchai^ of Edin- 
burgh engaged to repay the fums advanced fof ■GeciHa’s po- 
tion, if Edward refufed to complete the marfi which 
refolution being notified, two; months. kfter,‘ the : mtaiey was 
repaid?. ‘ ' ' .v ;■ 

: The other embroiled tranlaftioos of. this yjb&r are, the paflT- 
pOrt of Edward to Margaret tlie fifter of Jmes, whofe mar- 22 Aug 
riage with lord Rivers, the brother of Edward’s (pieen, appears 
to have been fruftrated by the enmity, and intrijgues, Of Gio- 
ceiter, or by the machinations of the Scotilh court, for it does 
not appear that the lady proceeded to England ’ : a fafe condudl 
to'/ameff, who again wlthed to vifit the 'flflrine -of St. John at 
Amiens % probably Induced both now and before by the arts’ 23 Nov. 
of Albany , to whom his abfehce might have been advaiita- 
geous : and a fruitlefs commifiion Of Edward IV, to renew, 
and conclude, the negotiation for the marriage of Rivers and 
Margaret ’. But from the paffport to' James, ahd the parlla- Dec. 
ment Held at Edinburgh % it appears that the captivity of the, n Dec. 
king was terminated. 

* Ryfnct, XII, 160. 

* -Rynler, XH, i‘6i. The prevoft feems now mentioned for the firft titffe:' 
more anciently he was denominated «/(feir«8Wf. 

■ ’ Rymer, XII, 162. ' * Ibid. lyd. • • * Ibid. tyi. ' 

* A£ts, Murray of Glendook’s editiori, folio, j). Tt. Carm'. TraSs^ 6';6.'The' 

chaftbr of James to the citizens of EdinbiirgH, fcr affiftahee in ddiveririg him" 
ffftrii' his ihipiifonthetot, is dated i'6 Nbv; 1482. ’ Rudd. BucH. Ij 445. i.nd- 
fay, 126, fup^ofes James a prifonief three quarters of a year, read three* 
mbntttti ' • ' 

According 
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According to the unanimous report of our hiftoriaiis, this 
deliverance was efFefted by Albany, and probably in the end 
of September. They narrate that James being ftill retained 
in the calUe of Edinburgh, under the care of Athole his uncle, 
the adminiftration was conduced by Albany, Evandale the 
chancellor, and Shevis archbilhdp of St. Andrews ; that Al- 
bany pafling to vifit the queen Margaret of Denmark, and the 
prince her fon, at Sterling, was inftigated by her to deliver the 
king; which he efieded after a fiege of Ibme duration, upon 
which Argyle, Shevis, and the chancellor, fled in confternation 
to their re^e^ive places of abode, Albany hence acquired fo 
much favour from his royal brother, that they (hared one bed 
and on9 tabled 

The 

' Fen^. 397. Lefl. 343. Buch. XII, 50. ‘ Lindfay, 130. Grant of Mar 
and Garioch to Albany, for delivering the king, Rudd. Buch. 1 , 445 ; it bears 
that he expofed hiinfelf to great dangers in the fiege. There is alfo a grant to 
Dundas of Dundas, for the hune fcrvice, '* and venturing life therein.” Scotfl;. 
Cal. 17 Jan. 1483. 

Our ignorance of the views of parties, at this period, creates deep obfeurity. 
Abercromby, a warm defender of Janies III, and enemy of Albany, denies 
. the fa£l, II, 451. But a paitizan is little calculated to throw light, where 
even- a candid writer may be bewUdered. Neither Albany nor James were 
entitled to complete fame or r^roach. ' They wavered, like the many, between 
vice and virtue. Albany (hems to have afpired to the government, on the plan 
of his predeoeflbrs in the title, Robert and Murdac. This probably was the 
caufe of his forfeiture in 1479 ; and when he gained this in Auguft 1482, he 
was Satisfied, But finding that the former council' of < James contefted his 
audtonty, and ufurped the royal power in the name of the captive monarch, 
vthom Athole one of their ca^l guarded, he would naturally willi to have the 
kjing in. his own power; and feems to have offered to, free James, provided 
that he was named lord lieutenant of the kingdom, and had a gift of Mar 
and Garioch. This eafy theory reconciles hiftory and records. 

Leiley errs toiiceniing the refignation of the archbiihopric by Shevis, (ib 
called from a village in Aberdeenfiiirc,) to Andrew Stuart. It was Moray,, a 

biihopric 
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The parliament of December appears to have been vvholly 148 ^ 
influenced by Albany; but that prince’s unbounded ambition,'**"^ 
and avarice, fpeedily dil^fted moft of the peers ; and James 
was little latisfied with the power of his brother, of whom he 
had every caufe to entertain the utmoft jealduiy Finding 
upon what a precarious foundation his authoritj^ refted, per- 
ceiving the renewed ftrength of the loyal party, early in the 
following year Albany ^appointed Angus, Gray, and ^ir James 
Liddel, his commiflioners to Edward IV,. to ftrengthen the 12 Jan, 
former treafbnable treaty ’ : and fbon after that infamous 1 1 Feb. 
agreement was repeated, and enlarged. It appears that Al- 
bany managed the public a£f^s, for it is jEigreed that a yev’s 
truce lhall be obferved: the homage and derelifliot^of iprpe 
provinces are left in lilence, but Albany engages to aflift Ed- 
ward againft France, and to tved one of his daughters ' ; the 
exiled carl qf Douglas is to reliitne poflfeflion of . his lauds, as 
far as fettled in. an agreanent made between him and Angus : • 
and Edward engages to ieod»Glocefler and Northumberland, 


bilhopric retained by the avarice of Shevis, Compare Keith, Bifhops, 86, 
•whence it appears that Andjrew Stuart wai in hSt ihSt of Moftiy, at theiheeting 
of parliament 2 Dec. 1482, ^ • * 

The contemporary chronicle at the end of Winton clofcs with the year 1482* 
and has fome curious notices concerning it: that aftdr the^afihir of Lauder the 
peers cried dmn the hhc\ Jther^ which had been current for two years in half- 
pennies and three penny pieces ; and imprifoned James in the caflle of Edinburgh, 
from Magdalctt-day to Michaelriias, (22 July-.-«9 Sept.J Corn fell from 4/. to 
30J. a boll, br about \ of the Englifli quarter. 

• Nifl)et,Heraldry, II, 89, has publiftiedfomcscxtrafts of letters, of James III 
and IV, to the family of Arbuthnot, in the Mearns. Among them is one of 
the former monarch, 3 Jan. r. 23^:1483, deiiring Arbuthnot’s aid, asjamestvas 
informed that laft thurfday fome p^rfons had begun to aflemblc, with a defign 
to invade his perfon. 

’ Rymer, XII, 172. 

. * The divorce of Albany from the daughter of Orkney, his French mar- 
riage, &c. are of uncertain date. 
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*483 with fuccours, to ailift the duke in conquering Scotland*. 
^ But the dea^ of Edward IV, in the prime of life, terminated 
thefe Ipbiemo of unjuft ambition: ajc^.Glocefter, \vfho upon 
32 June the murder of his two nephews ieized tlieJEngliih Iceptre, and 
the title of Richard III, found fufficient occupation in fettling 
domeftic dilcord. 

The violence, and» imprudence of Albany*s condudi foon 
exceeding the bmmds of mere lulpicion, and his views evi> 
dently tending to the dil^ace. and deftrt^onof the kingdom, 
the nobles had reiumed their loyalty, and^he king was reftored 
to his free and full power. Albany, underftanding that his 
defigns were dheoy^ed, or oonicious of guilt, retired into 
l^igland leaving his. caftle of Dunbar, in the' bands of an 
l^gliih garrifon. His forfekure followed ; but while the 
treafbn of Angus, Gray, and otlMirs, remained unknown, a 
ftmilar penalty was impoied on lord Crichton, who had alfb 
garriibned his caftle of Crichton and efcaped ♦. If Buchanan 
be, believed, a private pique of James gaye occafion to the 
condemnation of this peer : for the king having leduced 
Crichtoi^s wife, he, in reVerigfe, found means to Win the love 
of Margaret, the After Of James, by whom he had a daughter 
named Margaret Crichton, whq died not long before, our gieat 
hiftoriah compoled his work. Nayi accordmg to that hater 
of kin^, before this adultery of Margaret, file had loft her 

* Rymer, XII, 173. 

* He had, previoufly retired, to Dunbar, pretending fufpicions of poifon. 
Ferrer. 397. Leiley, 225. Thefe authors lay he paded to France; Buchanan, 
X^, 50, to England: whence however he foon proceeded to the court of 
Charles yilL 

^ From the Records of Parliament it appears that Albany was forfeited on 
the 27th June 1483, with Sir James Liddel of Halkerflon. Carm. Trails, 68. 
Crichton in Feb^ 1484* Ib. Crawf. Off, 31a. Abcrcromby, with ftrangc 
inaccuracy, confounds Crichton with Orkney, II, 429. 

virginity 
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virginity ‘ill thie ihceftuous embraces of her royal 'brother’. 1483 
The’ reader may affent, ordifbeHeVe, according 4(C) the weight 
of the evidence : but BUchahah deferves more iriiplicilfii credit 
in the Information' that Crichton was reftored, a Ihort time 
before the death of James^in order that, his former wife now 
being dead, he might compenfote the diihonour of the princels 
by marrjipg her*? but Crichton dying f(®jt after, this alliance 
produced^o other progeny 

A parliament was held at Edinburgh, which proceeded to 1484 
fettic the diforders oTthe kingAroa The* expiration of the 24 Feb- 

* Buch. XII, 51* 

® I'hoiigh many writers have laboured the genealogies of the houfc of Stuart, 
yet the marriage of Margaret remains obfeure. CrawL Off* 3t, ftys Willijli 
lord Crichton, who fucceeded his father Jamea iti 1469, had by her alfo a fon 
named James, who obtained a charter iib 149a. Yet the marriage could not 
have taken place till about 1487. Drummond, p. iii« 

Scotftaryet’s Calendars, at the jear 1482, prefen^ a grant of ^any laftds to 
Mary lady’ Hamilton, and among othcre thoife of Kilmarnoc formerly given to 
the queen, apparently an exchange, fo# that '^hcefs was not yet dead ? On 
the 18th March 1483 Largo in Fife was gninted to Andrew of Leith, 
for his Cervices by land and fca, chiefly in the Engiifli war : cohj|pied about 
1497 addition that the mc^ eminent fervice had been the defence of 

Dunbarton, when the Engliih navy came to beliege it: (1481? unknown in 
hidory.} There is in Scofftr Cal; a charted incbnKiftent with otber records. It 
is of the lands of Mekil ahd lirtl' Pinfcartoimn barony of Dunbar, con- 
ftabulary of Haddington, and (heriflHom of Edinburgh^ forfeited by Albany 
Colin carl ol^^rgyie, united in the barony of Pinkartoun ward with thrt 
fates at the hcwTcourts of Edinburgh,*’ April 1483. (Aoguft 

^ A£ls, f. 69, 70: Glendook’s edition, p. 71. Abercromby and Granger, 
from fotne Unknown caufc, imagine this parliament to have been in Feb. C484-5 ; 
though the A£ls mark 1483-4. The miAake feems to originate folety in Aber- 
cromby’s inaccuracy. The^ dato^ in the Ai&s is confirmed by the Rolls- of Par- 
liament, Keith bilhops, 69: and fee feveral record^, evincing it beyond doubt, 
in Carm. Trafts, 66, 67, 90. Not to mention that the preparations for war 
.are iVreconcileablc with the year 1485* This fellion was prorogued to the 
17th May 1484,. Carm« 70j 90 but only private or judicial buiinefs was then 
tranlaAed. 

s s 2 trucc^ 
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1484 truce, the retreat of Albany Into England, the hoftile views 
^~^of Ridiard»|^I, coufpired to render war apparently fo inevit- 
able,. ^Iliat tne parliament ordered all the liibjefls fit for arms 
to be ready, upon a warning of eight days, to march with 
provifions for twenty days, in defence of the realm a^infi; its 
Englifii foes. In order toappeafe the difcords of the barons, 
that they may procedi in concord againfi: the enemy, ^he king 
is advifcd to call them into his prefence, and concdiate their 
differences ; udnle thofe, of Icfs eminent ftation are to fubmit 
tlreir feuds to the admiaiftrators of juftice, (v that internal 
peace, and Obedience to the royal authority, ' may be reffored. 
The ftrifl execution of juitice is enforced, that the rcatm 
mwiy be brought to good rule.*' Some relations are iffued 
for the artifans in gold, or rather ih filver * : and, after fome 
inilitutions concerning the coin, the new pfacksy or large pieces 
of metad, the real blitok money wbiph gave fiich juft of- 
fence^ are ddled in*} a meafiife long due to an opprefled people. 

Charles VIII having. ac(|uired the adlive fovereignty of 
March France , jgt the early age of fourteen, fent Bernard Stuart lord 
of Aub^jj^, and an infenor amhal&dbr^ to Scotland, to an- 
nounce the new reign, and rat^y the alliance : and James in 
jiity return feut an embaffy, to France^ , to obtaih. the ratification of 
Charles^. Meanwhile, though Richarfl ill; had incrCaied the 

^enfioii 

* For the a 3 itfelf hears that the goMfitaiths dimihifted the fiiteners of their 
“ filver work,” or wrought filver. The ptacht heSt Mentioned, feem the 
three-penny pieces of the chronicle at the end of WiAton. 

• Lefley, 324. Hill, dc Charles VIII par JalSgnyy &C. Paris' 1684, folio, 
p. 389. The fiicceflibn to the crown of either realtn, doubtful, is to be 
fettled by the prebtes and nobles. The envoys to France were Argyle, Shevis, 
Evandale, Ors. IngHs and Ireland, &c. Crawf. OIF. 45, from the public 
archives. This treaty feeins unknown to Du Tillct, and thfc compiler of the 
MS. I.eagues. A renewal of the alliance, 1460 or 1461^ would be a curious 
difcoveiy. 

Lclley 
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penfion p^tso tite exileldjeafl of Dfluglas, theilate of*his af&irs 1484 
did 116^ permit hinato afliil thkfcearf^ 6 r Albany, in the invalion 
of Scotland. !;*In'theiiif‘iitlpatienccj thefe two leaders coUeAed 
a troop of five hundred horfci and fame infantry, hoping that 
their friendb and dbllowers woUld^lbon Iwell dieir array j and 
with this view tkivanced ito-Lochmaben, during a fair. But 22 July 
the iniluence of Douglas was 'forgotten, even by his former 
vaflals ; and that of Albany was defpifol : the nei^^ibouring 
gentlemen coliefling fome hafty.hands, the occalion |urnilhed 
numbers, fury arms f and after a conflift, ,or rather affray, 
which lafled from noon till night, the laft Douglas remained 
th# ignominious captive of a vulgar hand, while Albany found 
his fafety in the ftyiftnefs of: his bode. Douglas, now old a4|l 
unwieldy,, was conveyed to the. royal prefence j but, either 
from fhame or fcorn, turned hia back on the fbn of Jan^s II, 
the deftnpyer of his l^ufe : a ray of pity illuminated the def- 
potic mind of the king, who had now himfclf tafted misfor- 
tune : he feotenced the years and infirmities of Douglas, who 
had been educated, to the cluvch, to the religious retirement 
of Lindoris abbey, wlule the earl's indifference muttered, 

“ he who may no better be, muff be a monk.” In this retreat 
Douglas perhaps firft knew happinefs; and died after four years 
of penitence and peace 

Albany, 

Lefley takes occafion to mention that feme troops were now Tent to France 
under Robeitfon i and that among the Scots in that kingdom were Albany, 

George Montgomery feigoeur de Lorges, Aubigny, Robert Stuart aiarlhall of 
France, and Nicolas Scot. 

* Buch. XJI, 52. Hume Dougl. I, 379—381. Drummond, 107, edit. 

1655, folio. In the beginning of. 1484 Douglas obtained from Richard III an 
increafe of his penfion, Rynicr, XII, 213, 218. On the 23th June 1484 he, 
and Albany, were.nt York. Ib. 228. In Scotfi. Cal. 25 July 1484, a grant 
to Carruthers for iervice in the battle againft Alexander Stuart and J ames Douglas : 

another 
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14^4. Albany', having loft all Iwpes of Richard’s aftiftance, retired 
into Fraj)cc ; where he wedded, in his fecond nuptials, the 
daug^er of the earl of Iloulogije, by whom he- l^d a fon Jolin, 
afterwards duke of Albany,- and regent of Scotland during the 
xninority of James V. The father* after nefiding in France for 
Ibrne years, was accidentally flain in a tournament by the fpUnter 
pf a fpear ; leaving a fame fatal to his title, unnatural ambitipm, 
and tlie iwarft 0 ^ fraterjial afFe^Uon *. 

another a^Au^. to Crichton of Sanquhar, for fervice in the faid bailie on the 
weft marches. To Alexander Kirkpatrick, for ftizing Dmglas^ the lands of 
Kirkmichael, forfeited by Crichton and his brother Gawin, 2 Oil. 1484. . 

“ Btich. Hume, Drunun. ut fupta. Lefley, 326, who, while he ftyle^rti 
Father of War, confounds him with Ajibiguy* a not wnufual miftake from the 
fimilarity of the title.' Our authors fcemito concur that about 1484 Alexander 
duke of Albany wedded. Anne of Boulogne, Left. 319. Lindfay, 131, 136, 
calls her the duchefs of Boulogne. The a£k of i3ih Nov. 1516 “ Dame A^es 
of Boloigne." Hay’s ms. calls her Anna de la Toiitj her mother Jeanne dc 
j&)urbon, filter of Francis duke of Vendofoe, (thus confoundi% Alexander with 
John.) St. Gen. i07.--Crawfofd, Stuarts, 39, fpeaks confufedly of Lauragnez, 
wliich w’as cldimed by the &thcr-iin-law of John, L’Art, 726. 

It is certain that the title of BouiogK was on]y an addition to that of Au> 
>?l(gnc, from the fburteendi cetduiy, ji^’Axt.de v. L. D. 724; and iXxaxJohn 
duke of Albany ■vyedded Aape de la.Taujr, in her own right countefs of Auvergne 
and Boulogne. Ib. 726. Tflk ^nfufipn may perhi^s be cleared by fuppoftng 
Agnes, wife of Alexander, one of the three daughters of Bertrand II count of 
Auvergne and Boulogne, thus, 

Bertraqd II of Auvergne and Boulogne. 

I I . 

John III of A. and B. AgnessAIex. d. of Alb. 

I ■ I 

Ann wedded her enufin m John d. of Alb; 

Alexander was accidentally flain in Paris, when infpe^ing a tourney between 
the duke of Orleans and another knight : J-efl. 326. This duke of Orleans 
was furcly he who became Louis XII in 'I498 ; and for 1483, ih Drummond, 
106, we may perhaps read 1493, as the date of the event; which is one of thole 
tliat fecras eafy to trace and yet is difficult. See 1487. 


The 
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The embarraffhients of Richard and James rendering the i 4.84 
continuance of war ineligible to both, a treaty was opened ; 
and, after a (hort hegotiitian, concliuded at Nottingham 
To ftren^hen the paciftcationv it Was a,greed that James 21 Sept, 
duke of Rothlay, heir of the Scotifti throne* ' in his 
twelfth year, (hould wed Anne dfc la Pole, only of 

th* duke of Suffolk, and niece ’of the Ehglilh kihg*: but 
this marriage was defeated by the death iSf RieWar^j^Tn the 
mean time the truce was only eftablifhed for three years, upon 
the grounds of prefent pofleffion, exeeiit with regard to the 
caftle of Dunbar, ftill garrjioncd by thei Eaglifh f and which, 
by X lingular claufo, the Scotilh king was allowed to recover 
by force, after fix months ^d elapfod, and upon a Warning of 
fix weeks given to Richard a, niodc probably intended to 
preferve meafiires between^ Richard and AlSany. Itke powers 
comprehended are^j^p^ ^the part of Eingland, Caftile and Leon, 
Arragon, Porfo^k'^uftri^, Burgundy, Bretagne j * ott that of 
Scotland, France; Denmark, Gelder, Bretagne: and by an 
ufiial, but unaccountable arftcle, except of mere fortg, the 
lordlhip of Lorn in Scotiantd, and the ^e of Lundy in the 
river Severn, are excepted from the trtce 

In a fucceeding national cbtmcil, the renewal 6t this French i ^ 
league, and the Eiiglifh truce, were Memnly approved : ^n 4 Feb. 

^ Rymeji; XII, 236. * Ibid. 244. .Ultdi. 236. 

This form was Bril obferved in 1464. * Lundy, an almoft inacceflible iilc, 
was a receptacle for pirateii, for whofe a£ts the Eiijgliih kings could n^be an- 
fwerablc."’ The exception of Lorn feems a mew form, for the fake of e^ality. 

In Cal. B. V, 147, are feme Contemporary notes concerning this embaiTy. 

Richard received the envoys at Nottingham la Sept, iil’great (late ; a fpeech of 
Whitlaw rfic 8cotiih fecretary is premifed, but the fragment ends abruptly. 

A part' of this celebrated oration is however preferved, Vcfp. C. XVI, f. 75 — 79. 

It is ir. praife of peace, abounds with panegyric and profcilions, and applies to 
Richard the noted line. 

Major in exiguo regnabkt corporc virtus. 

embafly 
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1485 embafly was ordered to bd lent to York, at the expence pf the 
’ * clergy, barons, and burghs, in order to complete the marriage 

treaty As the truce permitted the capture of Dunbar, the 
padiament advifes the king to proceed againfl that fortrefs, on 
the firft^day. of May ; and the right of peace and war again 
dubioufly appears, in the particular diredlions given by the 
Icgiflature. An embafly is alfo appointed to the pope, to «b- 
tain his lonflrmatiim of the French alliance, and of the treaty 
with Denmark concerning the Orkneys and Shetland ; and this 
embafly Shevez, the archbifhop of St. Andrews, offers to un- 
dertake at his own expence ; a Angularity, which like tlie ex- 
penditure of the commiflion to England, betrays great penury 
of royal revenue. A further folicitation was to be moved to 
the pontiff, that he would grant to the Scotifh kings a power 
gf fuperfeding, fof fix months, the difpenfations to vacant 
bifhoprics ; that they might have time to advance the promo- 
tion of filch as they could*truft, the bilhops living the firll vote 
in parliament, and being of the privy council. Another pru- 
dent fthtute, but attended with little fuccefs, occurs for the 
encouragement of the herring fifhery in the weftern fea 
Symptoms of difeohtent diflurb the national laws : fome friends 
of Albany, or fome foes to the weak government of James, 
ar» recommended* to the royal blame: regulations for the ad- 
miniflration of juftice are repeated, and refpites are reprobated 
as more iniquit^s than pardons : the abettors of Albany’s 
crimes are pointed out, as tlie objefts of peculiar profccution : 
and tlie king obliges himfelf to grant no refpite, nor pardon, 
to notorious offenders for the fpace of two years ; an engage- 
ment perhaps prohibitory of weak lenity, perhaps of avarice. 

* Ad*, f. 71-- f. V. 74. Compare Murray’s edition, p. 80. 

* Murray’s edition, p. 80. It is alluded to in the ads of 1487, f. v. 78. 
Granger, 701, foifets this ftatute of 1485. 


If 
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if the caftle of Dunbar was bcfieged, it was without fuccefs”. 148? 
Richard III, far from eppoiing the enterprize, was occupied 
in countera6ling the defgns of the earl of Richmond ; who 
foou after landed in England, and fealed his title to the crown 
in the blood of the ufurper ; while Henry VII was hailed by 22 A>i'^ 
the acclamations of his vidorious troops 

Meanwhile James had iufenfblY rclapfed into his former 
unpolitical condutf. Immerfed in mean plcafures, alld trivial 
puri'uits, he negleded the reins of government, which were 
alternately relaxed, or reftrained with too much violence *. 

1^)11 in the retirement of his palace at Stirling, his chief cares 
nxre occupied in architednre and mufic, at beft but laudable 
amul'ements. Had not the profjjerity of the monarchy been 
neglc61ed, public praife might have attended the ereflion of 
the great hall in the caftle of Stirling, and that of the adjacent 
Cplendid chapel, in )yhlch a dean and a double feries of chanters 
and muficiaus were appointed, that the royal ear might never 


’’ Buell. XII, 53, cxprefsly fuys it was not retaken, till during a fevere winter 
in the beginning of the reign of Henry VI !• The art of befieging was little 
known in Scotland, even in the reign of James V; fee Tantallon 1528. 
Drummond, 106, feeiiis to date the capture i486. 

' Fcrrerlii.s, 398, and Lcfley, 326, aflert that Bernard Stuart, lord of A\i- 
bigny, commanded fomc French troops which accompanied Henry. But the 
Englifli hiftorians, from veracity, or from enmity to the French and Scots, arc 
filcnt, though minute in deferibing the arrangement of iKe battle. Andre of 
'Flioloufe, Domit. A. XVIII, mentions a 3minus Chmidea^ an eminent war- 
rior, as leader of the French. ^ 

* ‘Thclninlftry from the year 1483, after the flight of Albany, were Argylc 
the chancellor, in which office he appears in the parliament of Feb. 1484. 
Carni. 66. Crawford great chamberlain ; the abbot of Holyroodhonfe trta- 
fiirer ; Mr. David Livingfton privy feal ; W'hitlaw fecrctary. Scotft. Cal. 
Lord Evandale furvived till 1488, Crawf. Off. 39: he, and Shevis archbiiliop 
of St. Andrews, feem to have retained the king’s favour till his death. 
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1 48 5 want the luxury of f<)und But the moft exquifite harmony 
a king ought to be the voice of a happy people; and to this 
James was a flranger. Even his munificence arofe upon dif- 
content : the priory of Coldingham, which the Humes regarded 
as their patrimony, was now annexed to the royal chapel of 
Stirling*. I'he weak obftinacy of James was ignorant that, 
there arc* Ixirriers, and prejudices, which even eaflern deipo- 
tifm d'-ires not to infringe. Thinking that the fpirit of the 
nobility was fled with Albany, the monarch ifliied a mandate 
that the nobles fliould no longer wear arms, as before, within 
the precinfts of the court * : to add to the dilgrace, Ramfiiy, 
the favourite who had efcaped, arid who had been recently 
created lord Bothwell, was excepted, as captain of the royal 
guard, an inftitution which apparently originated in the pre- 
ceding reign The attachment of the Scotifti monarch to 
England, and to Englilh favourites, which had commenced in 
his youth, and had fiiffered little interruption from a ftiort and' 
unwilling war, was viewed with difguft by the prejudices of 
the people \ The peers even acculed him of an intention to 

* enilave, 

’ Lindfay, 136. Drummond, r 07, fay."! that James now became very devout, , 
vifiting the churches in procelTion e/^ry wednefday and frtday. 

* Lindfay, 137. 

* Ferrerius, 399. -Guthrie, often affecting to think for himfelf, and often 
thinking with puerility, contends, ly, 209, againft. Dr. Robertfon concerning, 
this inftitution, and confounds the court with courts of juftice ! 

‘ Our antiquaries, amid their eager. purfuit of trifles, neglcA objects of real 
curiofity and importance ; and the want of diflertations on obfeute points of 
Scotiih hiftory is much to be regreted. The firfl; trace of a royal guard occurs 
in 145^* when Sir Patrick Gray was captain. Lindfay, 62., From Scotftarvet’s, 
Calendars it appears that, in 1473, I^avid Guthrie was captain of the king’s 
guard, and George Bell lieutenant. 

’ The adi of indemnify, (Adis, f. v. 82,) fpecially accufes James of “ in- 
bringiog of Englilhmen, and to the perpetu^ fubjedlion of the leaks.” This 

is 
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enflave the nation by Englifli guards and armies: Angus, 1485 
Argyle, Lennox, the lords Home, Hales, Drummond, Lyle,'’>-v— 
Gray, confederated together, again to imprifon the king, and 
to appoint the prince regent; but this defign was delayed, till 
a further occafion Ihould be preieoted by the incroafing weak- 
nels of the government*. ^ 

In the midf); of winter James advanced, and 1^ ; length dif-<| 486 
poffefled the Englifh garrifon at Dunbar ’ ; but IBfery VII, 
dilpofed to peace by inclination and by policy, named the 
bilhops of Worqefter and Lincoln, and other commiflioners, 
to meet William Elphinfton the learned bifhop of Aberdeen, 
lord Bothwell, and others, on the part of Scotland : and a 
truce of three years was concluded, the former being held as 3 July 
annihilated by the ufurpation, and death,, of Richard III. 

James was either ignorant of the perfidy of Angus, or con- 
ilrained to conceal his knowledge ; for the traitorous friend of 
Albany is named as one of the confervators of the truce '. 

Margaret of Denmark, the amiable and relpe<?ted queen of 
James III, died, in the middle period of life: the filence of 
•our early and barren hiflorians, concernmg her interference 

is' the reproach of enemies, but mufl 'have had fome colour of truth. Ferrerius^ 
f. V. 398, mentions the favour of James to the Englith: anil Henry VII was 
not wanting in return to the Scots. Lefl, 324. The ancient arillocracy feems 
♦o have as yet inherited attachment to France. 

A grand'Scotifli enribafly was prefent at the coronation of Henry VIT, 30 Oft. 

1485, namely lord Bothwell the favourite of James, the abbot of Holyroodhoufc, 
lord Kennedy, Ardiibald Whitlaw dean of ©unbar the feevetary, John Rofs efq. 
and the lion-king-at-arins, Rofs herald. Unicorn purfuivant. Sec an account 
of the ceremony at the end of Leland’s Colleft. Vol. IV, edit. 1774. 

• So FerrerhiS, f. 399, Leflcy, 327 ; and'that there was an alfociation, prior to 
2488, may appear from the aft of indemnity, which mentions articles “ diverfe 
■-times granted and broken ' by James. 

Buchan. X)I, 53. * Rymcr, XII, 290. 
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1487 in politics, may be interpreted in her praife; but their neglect 
to mention the epoch, and inanner, of her death, redounds 
not to their fame *. To the chara6Ier of her virtues and ac- 
complilhments, formerly given, it is unneceflary here to add ; 
but it may be fufpe6led that the fate of James, foon to follow, 
had been fomewhat protracted by the birth and connexions, 
by the merits, and by the counfels, of the daughter of Denmark. 

1 Ofl. The laft parliament during the reign of James 111 being 
aflembled ’, the king folemnly engaged to contribute to the 
proteXion of the common people ♦, harraffed by the wanton 
cruelty of the great families, and that of the public peace in 
general, by granting no pardon, for the fpace of feven years, 
to any perlbns guilty of treafon, rnurder, fetting fire to houfes, 
rape, robbery, tlicft, or forging the coin. He alfo confented 
to feveral ftatuteS, efpecially propofed by the commiffioners of 
the burghs, importing, among lefs matters, that merchants 
engaged in foreign trade fhould have a certain property, and 
refpcXable charaXer ; that no craftfmeh fhould engage in fo- 
reign trade ; that the magiftrates of burghs fhould be chofen 

- From Rymer, XII, 328, where the marriage of James is propofed, it is 
evident that Margaret was dead before Nov. 1487 ; an^ the treaty of July i486 
being filcnt, rather indicates that lh^„was then alive. Drummond, 106, feetns 
accurate, when he fays thtit flie was buried at Cambulkenncth the laft day of 
February 1486-7, (not the 29th, as he puts, the year not being biflcxtile.j 
Iluchanan’s arrangement of events is in concordance ; and he dates at the fame 
time the death of Alexander duke of Albany, XII, 55., 

’ Afts, f. V. 74 — 78. The perfons prefent may be found in Carm. Trails, 
73. It was'prorogued to the 29th Jan. 1488, when James created his. fecund 
fon duke of Rofs ; and four peers, Drummond, Sanquhar, Yefter, Ruthven ; 
and knighted four gentlemen, among whom wa.s William Carlyle fon of lord 
Carlyle. Carm. Trails, 73. 

* Abercromby, the devotee of defpotifm, may excite a fmile when he inter- 
prets, II, 469, por iie^es to imply dulijuljuhjetfs. The fynonym is. Angular- 
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as fpecificd in a former aft * ; that fome commiflioners of the 
burghs ihould meet once a year, at Innerkeithing, to deliberate'" 
concerning commerce, and the interefts of their towns. Thefe 
traniaftions were popular ; and the ftates exprels much fatif- 
faftion that the fovereign has fo benignly granted to them all 
their defires and requefts : but whether James really law his 
errors, and refolved to cultivate a. new mode of government, 
or thofe aj^arent conceflions were extorted by his lenle of dif- 
content, and apprehenfions of a dangerous conlpiracy, muft be 
left in doubt. However this be, the lords fpiritual and tem- 
poral, barons, freeholders, and commons, engaged, on their 
part, that they fliould not fiipport the caufe of their criminal 
friends, or relations, by appearing with armed followers ; a 
prafticc frequent in this and the following century, and which 
leads to the beft interpretation of this ftatute : they moreover 
engage to contribute their afiiftance to the exaft adminiftration 
of juftice. Several ordinances follow, ftrongly indicative of 
the height of feudal anarchy, the violence of the great, and 
the oppreflion of the poor : the feeble voice of the law appears 
to have been drowned in the public tumult, and civil order 
feems to have endured a violent relapfe fince the death of the 
firfi: James : the blame can hardly be afcribed to external vio- 
lence, time, or fortune ; an'd while candour confeffes the bar- 
barifm of the period, and country, it mud at the fame time 
allow that the relaxation of government by the royal negledl, 
and the fale of juftice by the royal favourites, confpired to con- 

' The aft referred lo, in this important ftatute, is not evident ; but it is 
mentioned as guarding againft “ partiality and mafterfliip,” apparently the inier- 
fercncc of peers, or great neighbouring landholders, in the cleftion of tiic ina- 
giftrates, a praftice to be reprobated by ftatutes of fubfequent reigns. Even the 
a6t of 1469, (perhaps alluded to,) might have fexved as fome antidote to this 
interference. 
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ftitutc the worft of tyrannies, upon which a complete fatire 
is authentically conveyed in the national decrees. Such was 
the increafe of crimes, that Juftices General are appointed for 
the divilions north and fouth of the Forth, to hold courts in every 
part of the rc^m with all expedition, Supported by their own 
power, and what «i(J. thp king could fpare, in order to bring 
tranfgrelTors to pnm&mPnt, and to refeue the royal authority 
from contempt. 

In tliis parliament the lands of March and Annandale, which 
had ^Uen to the crown, by the forfeiture of Alexander duke of 
Albany, eai4 of March, Mar, and Garioch, lord of Aimandalc 
and of the ille of Man^, are annexed to the regal domains ; 
by a folemn deed, authenticated by the ieals of the bilhops, 
abbojts, priors, earls,, lords, barons, freeholders, and commif- 
Ilouei^s of burghs. A ibitute appears for the encouragement 
of /bangers, who import provilions, and other merchandize : 
and another, appointing four perfons faem each of the three 
e/lates, to revile the ancient laws. 

The tranlsMSlions of >thi8 year are doled by a fmgular Inden- 
ture, lublcribed at Edinburgh by the Carlile herald for England, 
and Stwvdon herald for Scotland^, importing that the bilhop 
of Exeter, and lir Richard Edgecomb, the Englill'i embal- 
ladors, had agreed with the bifliop of Aberdeen, and lord 
Rothwell, commillioners on the part of Scotland, in the follow- 
ing, manner : that, to elJablilh a lafthig peace, three marriages 

* ARiany, and his fon John, bore the arms of Man, as appears froin ttx molul 
and fials of the latter. Ferrerius, f. v. 394, faysthc Englilh feized Man in 14H 2. 
Yet, fince the year 1335, that ifle is underftood to have been fiibje< 5 l to Eiiglifh 
lords; but perhaps when Janies in 1469 acquired the Orkney's, be revived the 
claim. If an aftual conqueft took place it Is unmarked in hiftory. 

' Heralds, like their fcicncc, have often romantic appellations, Mnrchmynt 
teas Roxburgh : Snmvdin feems to have been Stirling paktcc. Itin. Will, d.e 
Wotceflre. 
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fiiould be negotiated; between James, and Elizabeth widow of 1487 
Edward IV; the duke of Rothlay, and a daughter of Edward; ir— 
the marquis of Ormond fecond fon of James, and Catharine the 
third daughter of the fame Englilh fovereign : and Aat to con- 
clude thefe- contrails, and to terminate the controverl)' con- 
cerning Berwick, which the Scotifh king ardently defired to 
regain, a congrefs Ihould be held at Edinburgh on the twenty- 
fourth day of January next, another in May, and an intcr\'iew 
between the kings in July *. This treaty evinces the ftrong 
dcfire of Henry VII to fecure the amity of Scotland; and at 
fame time the attachment of James to the Euglilh, laudable in 
itfclf, and concordant with the beft interefts of his kingdom ; 
but impolitic, confidering the period, and national prejudices. 

The final events of the reign of James ill approach, in- 14S8 
terefting from their novelty, and magnitude. A gradual con- 
federacy of many nobles had Icmg been forming againft the 
feeble and dcfpotic government of this monarch; but amid 
materials not eminent in opulence, or accuracy, amid the 
v'arious interefts and political views of modern writers, it is 
difficult to afeertain the different actors in this important Icene. 

There is no evidence that the congrefs, appointed to be held 
by the commiffioners of England and Scotland in January, 
took effedt; and it even feems that the caprice of the Scotifh 
king, or fome other caufe, had alienated Henry, who granted May 
a fafe-condu6t, in terms rather unufual, to the bifhops of 
Glafgow and Dunkeld, the earl of Argyle chancellor of Scot- 
land, the lords Hales and Lyle, the majiers, or heirs of Darnley 
and. Home, with one hundred and fixty attendants”; not as 

embalTadors, 

* Rymer, XII, 328. 

*’ l*)id, XII, 340, May. On the 30th Jan. Henry had ilTued acoinminion 
to Northumberland, to treat of peace, ib. 334. On the ad Feb. a fafe conduft 
appears to twelve perfons, not named, as envoys feut by James, ib. In May a 

commillion 
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cmbafladors, but for cauies unknown, and the more extraor-* 
dinaiy as fome of them undoubtcdl)' belonged to the confpiracy, 
and a rational fufpicion muH atfed the oUiers. On all lides it 
is agreed that the former traitors, Angus and Gray, united to 
them Home, juftly enraged at a defpotic violation of private 
property ; the firft and the laft nobleman being the chief authors 
of the rebellion. I'he power of the Hepburns was led into it 
by lord Hales; and the treafbn of the lords Drummond, and 
Lyle, is eqvially unqueftionable. Darnlcy, or Lennox, is ob- 
noxious to the lame charge, from the ilrong teftimony of the 
carlieft narration, and from the mention of his fon in the 
I'inglifli palfport ; which fixes a ftain on Argyle, the lefs eafily 
to be overcome, as he alfo appears in the mofl ancient account. 
When it is added that to thefe great names afterwards acceded 
I luntley, Errol, the earl Maidhal, and lord Glamis, the impolicy 
of James, which could alienate fo many chiefs, muft appear in 
a flriking point of view; and the rebellious war of Douglas, in 
the preceding reign, finks into unimportance, when compared 
with tliis grand confederacy On the part of the king re- 
mained 


LDiTimiflion was given to two people of inferior rank, to treat of a peace; but 
])crh.nps really to ncgoti.itc with the confpirators, ib. 340. 

At Eaftcr 1488 (6 Aprill Ramfay, lord Bothvvell, was in the Englifh court, as 
envoy from James. Cclebr. of Ealter 3 H7. end of Lelarurs Collect. Vol. IV. 

* For ilic names of the peers wdio oppofed James compare Ferrerius, f. 399, 
l.elley, (wlio however feems here to copy the former,) p. 327: Lindfay, 139, 
names Angus, Kvamhiky the Hepburns, (fo underfland his erroneous carl of 
Roilnvfll,) Home, 140, Gray, Drummond ; and from p. 142 it appears that the 
men were t hicfly borderers, whom the jufticc of James wiftied to reprefs. It 
midl he obferved that /^rv/ Home is here fo ftyled by anticipation, as he did not 
boar rlic title till 1489, on the death of his grandfatlier, a very aged peer. 
Den jiis, ;44. Buchanan hardly mentions any names. The dcrclit^lion of the 
rf)y‘a! p ri by Huntley, Errol, Marflial, Glamis, is evinced from the a£l of in- 
demnity, Ads, f. 82. The records, and events, of the firft year of James IV 
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maitied the carls of Crawford, Athole, Montclth, Rothes, 1488 
Sutherland, Caithnefs, Buchan, the lords Forbes, Lovat, Krlkine, “v— * 
Maxwell, Ruthven, Kilmauris *, and Boyd. The caufes of 
the cpnlpiracy have already arileii to view, in the courfc of the 
narration; the open pretext was that James had introduced 
Englilhmen into the kingdom, with a defign to fubdue it to 
his own abfolute power, and to foreign influence the pro- 
fefled intention, to dethrone, and imprifon James ; and affign 
tlie royalty, or regency, to his fon. 

jilfo prefent veracious tcftlmony. Argyle's continuance as chancellor indicates 
his being one of the rebels. Oliphant, who fat on the forfeiture againft Ramfay 
lord Bothwcll, with five of tliofe above-mentioned, may alfo be fufpefted; and 
Seton and Fleming, from Lindfay, 146- Redpath, 457, fufpefts the bifhops of 
Glafgow and Dunkcld, named in the Englifli fafe-condu£l ; as fp! ritual lords arc 
mentioned in the papal rerailGon, Add that the parliament of James IV, Jan. 

1489, conilituted GUfgow an archbilhopric in favour of Blacader. Carm. 75. 

He, and Brown of Dunkeld, were of fouthern families, attached to the Hepburns 
and Homc.s. 

* Kilmauris was foon after Glencairn : Fenrerius mentions Sempil (f. 400), 
not yci a peerage. If wc add Mar, Moray, Borthwic, Yefter, Morton, SaJton, 

Carlyle, Sanquhar, Hamilton, Lindfay of Byres, innermeth, Abcrnethy, Ken- 
nedy, Caihcart, Hallburton, Somerville, almofl: the whole Scotifh peerages of the 
time will have been named. The number little exceeds forty. 

^ A <5 of indemnity, A£ts, f. v. 82. The charge is ridiculous, 2nd evinces 
tlie innocence of James, and the ignorance of the rebels. Sec the accufation of 
Buchan, 8 Oft. 1488, Carm. 77, as a ibarer in the treajon^ which was to bring 
Englifhmcn and their king into Scotland, and to fell the country to the carl of 
Northumberland and ftr HTdliam Tilder! A fingular obfeurity furrounds the 
events of 1488 and 1489. James probably applied to Northumberland, to alFift 
him, by invading the borders, the inhabitants of which were his chief enemies ; 
and hence the accufation againft himfelf and Buchan. Sir William Tilder is 
furely fir William Tyler, captain of Berwick at the time, and concerned in fe- 
veral important negotiations. Sec Rymer XII, 465, 495, 53^, 548, 554, 569, 

572^ 635, In Perkin's Manifefto, 1:496, Tyler is mentioned as one of the 
mear perfons employed by Henry. Carte, II, 848. 
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1488 Of the events which preceded the decifive engagement, 
Buchanan has, contrary to his ufual practice, given the moft 
ample and accurate detail, and the moft concordant with the 
original records. According to that hiftorian, James fliew’cd 
diftinguifhed favour to Crawford, whom he afterwards created 
duke of Montroft; and to Angus, whole conduft at Lauder, 
and attachment to Albany, he affeded to forget. But the king’s 
diflimulation and inlincerity being known, Angus regarded this 
new affection as only the fnare of his own deftru 61 ion, and even 
fufpefled that his powerful concurrence was courted againft 
the peers, with a view to fow divifion and ruin, afterwards to 
recoil upon his own head. It is aflerted that the fadious nobles 
Jan. being aflembled at Edinburgh, the king invited Angus to the 
caftle, and propofed to him to lend his affiftance in making 
them prifoners. Inftead of compliance, the earl difclofed the 
defign to the peers, and joined them in their retreat 

In confequence of this moft impnident confidence, after the 
delertion of Angus, the chief potentate on the fouth of the 
Forth, who could have allifted him againft the rebellious in- 
clinations of the remainder, James diftrufting the w'holc of that 
region, refolved to pals into the north, which remained devoted 
to his interefts. With his ufual imprudence he crofted the 
Forth in one of fir Andrew Wood’s veffels, employed in the 
Flemilh trade. A report immediately Ipread that the king, 

• Buchan. XII, 56, 57. The deep fhades of this hidorian are fbmewhat 
foftened. He fays that James propofed to Angus to aflaflinate the rebellious 
peers; but Ferrerius, 400, allows that the king had a marked averfion to 
Jhedding blood. The alTemblage of the peers at Edinburgh could only have been 
on account of the fclTion of parliament, there held on the 29th Jan. in which 
James, as above-mentioned, created four new peers, Carm. 72, with a view to 
w'caken the old ariflocracy ; but one of them, Drummond, ungratefully joined 
the rebels. On the rebellion of Douglas 1454 many new peers had been, for 
the fame reafon, created. 
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overcome by his fears, had quitted the realm to retire uito 14 88 
Flanders ; and amid the general confternation the rebels took 
the caftle of Dunbar, and advanced to Lcitli. Having ilTucd 
orders to the array of Fife, Strathern, and Angus, to attend his 
llandard upon air appointed day, James proceeded to Aberdeen, 
where the northern counties eagerly poured forth their bands in 
defence of the roj’al caule ^ 

The king now returned to Perth with his ftandard difplayed, 
and followed by Athole his uncle, by Huntley, Crawford, and 
many northern peers and chiefs, and by a numerous army. As 
he advanced David Lindfay of the Byres, who had gathered 
warlike experience in the campaigns of France, joined him 
with a thoufand horfe, and three thoufand infantry, if we credit 
the, perhaps, partial relation of Lindfay the hiftorian; who 
adds, that the king accepted from his hands the ominous prelent 
of a grey courfer, more fit as would feem for flight than for 
attack. Among others who furnilhed their array, lord Ruthven 
was alfo remarkable, who led a thoufand gentlemen on horle- 
back, provided with defenfive armour and Ipears, a thoufand 
bowmen, and a thoufand armed with fwords and mail. When 
James had reached Stirling, he was followed by thirty thoufand 
men, who only wanted a leader *. 

Thus prepared he advanced againfl the rebels, who had 
not been deficient in their preparations. He found them near April ? 
Blackneft, on the fbuth of the Forth; and an indccifive fkir- 
mifh followed, in which Crawford, fir Thomas Turnbull, who 

» Ix:fley’s account, 328, 329, is very defeftivc. Ferrerius, f. v. 399, f. 4.00, 
confounds the affair at Blackncfs with that at Sauchy; and Lindfay falls into (he 
fame error p. 137—144; at p. 142 of his hiflory a hiatus (hould be marked ' 
before the paragraph, “ Thus the king being in order,” See. as all before relates 
to the iird encounter ; all after to the fecond. 

® Lindfay, 140, who adds, “ by commons,” or exclulire of the common at- 
tendants of an army. Ferrerius, 400, eflimates forty thoufand. 

V u 2 
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1488 bore the royal banner, and Innes of Innes, eminently difliin-' 
*' guilhcd their valour. But both parties being {enfible of the 
odioufnefs of Ihedding civil blood, and dreading the ablblute 
decifion of the conteft, a negotiation commenced; the king 
fubfcribed fome unknown articles, and delivered Athole to 
Hales as a pledge of their accomplilhment. The armies were 
difmiffed, and tranquillity was for a very fliort time reftored 
Thus did the timidity of James lole an occalion never to be 
recalled. 

The demands of the rebels appear to have been exorbitant ; 
and James eluding or delaying their accompliflunent, the con- 
federates gradually extended their influence, and proje 61 s, till 
at length they infilled on the king's abdication, and tlic fubfli- 
tution of his Ion in the regency, or on the throne *. 

The monarch learning this formidable delign difpatched 
envoys to Fiance, and England, to folicit the immediate inter- 
ference of thefe powers, by embafladors to mediate between 
him and the difeontented arillocracy: but this mediation, if 
effedled, was fruitle& ’. The royal heralds, lent to fummon 
the refraftory peers, Were treated with contempt and perfonal 

Even Buclianan blends with this fingular tranfadion fome ctrcnmflanccs, 
palpably belonging to the events of June, as the capture of the prince by the 
rebels, which, if it had occurred, would have rendered the deliverance of Athole 
as a pledge ufelefs, a fuperior fecurity being already in their hands. Nor does 
he hint at any conflid, though the battle at Blacknefs be mentioned in the 
creation of Crawford, duke of Montrofe, for his fervices in “ the faid battle,” 
Scotft. Cal. 18 May 1488. Rudd. Buch. I, 446. Of the fame date is a charter 
to fir Thomas Turnbull of Greenwood, who bore the king’s banner. Scotfl. 
Cal. Of the 24th May is one to Innes of Innes, ib. of the 17th to Collefs of 
Balnamone, and Somcr of Balyard, confirmed March 1500. Ib. under the 
latter date. All are for fervices on this occalion. Lord Kilmauris was created 
carl of Glencairn ; but the title died in a few weeks with its owner, and was not 
revived till 1503. 

' Buch. XII, 59. * Ferrer, f. v. 399. Lefl. 328. Buch. XII, 59. 
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injury; and their written mandates torn in derifion. Both 1488 
parties again prepared to terminate the difpute in the field. 

James fortified the caftle of Edinburgh, where the treafure ac- 
cumulated by the unwife avarice of many years was placed ; 
and again fent to fummon the northern chiefs to his ftandard. 

Meanwhile the confpiring peers found means to corrupt 
Shaw of Sauchy, in whofe charge the prince had been left at 
Stirling; and the infamous governor furrendercd the innocent 
youth, who was condudted to Linlithgow, and by conllraint 
was to appear guilty of a father’s blood. It was artfully pro- 
claimed that James Ibught the life of his ion, whofe defence 
had called the peers to war; and the prince’s name was itfelf 
an army. A part of the king’s treafure, which had formerly 
been feized at Leith, contributed to provide waggons for 
baggage and ftores, and to attrafl the defperate and the mer- 
cenary *, 

James proceeded to Stirling, to join the peers of the north 
and weft, who were advancing with their troops. On his 
arrival the treacherous governor denied him admittance. In 
the north, Huntley, Errol, the earl Marftial, and Glamis, had 
now deferted the royal caufe ; and the junction of fiich diftant 
troops as continued their attachment was attended with nc- 
ceflary delay. In the impatience of irrefolution James was led 
to commit his fortunes to a battle. Glencairn, and other peers 
of the weft, having joined the royal army, the king advanced 
to meet the rebels, who had palled the Carron ; and a field, 
about a mile fouth of the famous fcene of Bannocburn, W'as to 

^ Lindfay, 139, 140. Buch. XII, 58. Our hiftorians feem unanimous that 
the prince was in the hands of the failion, before the affair of Blacknefr ; but 
fome difficulties attend that fuppofition ; and they, as mentioned, confound the 
tranfadions* 

be 
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1488 be the fpot of this civil coiiflift *. The army of the peers was 
'iSJuIk/ ^PP^rently fuperior in number to the royal battalions : but the 
cowardice, and inftantaneous flight, of the king terminated the 
a^ion, with fmall elTufion of blood. It was in vain to defend 
a caufe thus betrayed by its patron; and the adverfe ranks 
(hrunk from the horrors of mutual flaughter. Yet a few 
fliowers of arrows had darkened the air, and the long fpears of 
Annandale had made an impreffion on his array, before James 
left the field : Glencairn, Ruthven, Erlkine, and a few others 
of rank, were flain ; and many were wounded 

As the king, in his flight, was about to pafs the rivulet Ban- 
nocburn, at the hamlet of Miltown*, a woman, who was 
drawing water, alarmed at his appearance, and rapidity, fled, 
and left her pitcher, which ftartled the fteed, or difordered his 
career, fo that the unexperienced rider fell from the faddle, 
and opprefled with the weight of his armour fainted away. A 
miller and his wife conveyed their unknown fovereign into a 
corner of the mill; and, to conceal the ft ranger from any pur- 
fuers, they covered him with a cloth. Some time after he re- 
fumed his fenfes ; but perceiviiig himftlf much hurt, and very 
weak, he called for a prieft to hear his confeflion : and to his 
blunt hofts, who enquired his name and quality, his impatience 
anfwered, “ I was your king this morning.” The woman upon 
this ran into the road, wringing her hands, and calling aloud 
for a prieft to the king. It fo chanced tliat fome of the rebels 
were in the neighbourhood, engaged in diforderly purfiiit; and 
a prieft, one of lord Gray’s followers as is laid, riding up, ex- 

* It is called Little Canglar, on the call fide of Sauchy-burn. Nimmo’s Srir- 
linglhire, 226. 

* Ferrer. 400. Lindfay, 142. Buch. XII, 61. The date alfo appears in ;hc 
chartulary of Glafgow, MS. Harl. 4631. 

* Ninuno, 230. 
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claimed, “ lama prieft, where is the king?” Being conduced 1488 
to the place, he knew his fovereign ; and kneeling enquired if he ' 
thought he might furvive, by the help of furgery, to which 
James anfwered, “ I believe that I might; but let me have a 
prieft to hear my confeflion, and to bring me the eucharift.” The 
prieft, it is averred, heard his confeffion; and then flabbed the 
unfortunate monarch : whofe weaknefs deferved a milder fate 
than to fall the vidtim of a lawlefs ariftocracy, more inimical to 
public order, and profperity, tlian the feeble defpotifixi of their 
fovereign 

On this important event fbme reflexions naturally arife. 

Had James been viXorious, the power of the Scotifh arifto- 
cracy might have been crufhed for ever; and, weak and def- 
potic as he was, it would have been better for the people to 
have had one tyrant than many. But this monarch, (if we fet 
the dubious murder of his brother afide,) was more weak than 
vicious ; and even when his feeblenefs and impolicy are men- 
tioned, it is rather in a relative than in a pofitive view, for his 
conduX was chiefly blameable, becaule ill-adapted to the fero- 
cious times and people, which required, in tlie charaXer of 
fovereign, the duties of a magiftrate, and the valour and fkill of 
a general. Had James lived a century or two later, his faults 
would perhaps have efcaped obforvation. But the condu 61 of 
the rebellious peers, whofe fanguinary luft of power, and eager- 
nefs to continue their lawlefs rapine, oppofed the fbn in open 
combat againft his father, that laft infamy of civil war, cannot 
be too feverely reprobated. They excite horror, while the 
monarch attraXs a reverential compaffion. Loyalty, in feme 
cafes only the virtue of a flave, is in many the trueftpatriotifm; 

Ferrer, f. 400, Lefley,.329, Lindfay, 143, 144, Buch. XII, 61. Nlmmo, 

230, fays the houfe, where this atrocious deed was committed, is (till in exig- 
ence, and is called Beton’s miln, probably from its proprietor at the time. 
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and it is no wonder that men of eminent Icnfc and integrity 
have manifeiled an attachment to the houfc of Stuart, ap- 
proaching even to enthufiafm. For its intereils, in oppofition 
to thofe of that wild, ignorant, and ferocious ariftocracy, 
which long continued to difgrace Scotland, were thofe of the 
country at large. The exuberant power of the peers, ever 
eager to gratify their private ambition at the expence of the 
nation, was the foie fpring of the noted misfortunes of the houfe 
of Stuart. A long reign ®, a liable government, would have 
circumlcribed their ruinous fway, would have prevented their 
pl^s of public plunder; and they fighed for a minority, a 
regency, the peculiar feaibn of their arrogance, of their Ijioil. 
The r^ency of Robert duke of Albany had taught them the 
fwcets of lharing the royal power, domains, and revenue ; and 
had contributed to the feparation of their interefts from thofe 
of the monarch, whofe influence refted on their fupport, and 
whole limited wealth and authority could little withftand their 
continued encroachments. Yet by uncandid or lupcrficial 
obfervers, the delirc of our kings to relume their juft magi- 
ftracy, and to enforce equal laws, has been interpreted as a 
delign to overturn the ariftocracy, while the royal mealiires 
were folely thofe of defence. But as the peers really poffelTcd 
the chief power, it is no wonder that hiftorians living at the 
period, flattered, as ulual, the leading authority ; and have dif- 
fuled over their pages calumnies againft their Ibvereigns, ealy 
to form and difficult to eradicate. In England, and in France, 
the fall of the ariftocracy about this time was occalioned by 

* It is remarkable that fume hiftorians hint that James IV fell not at Flodden, 
blit by the hands of Tome one of his peers ; and perhaps a theorift might infer that 
the cannon which deftroyed the fecond James was not overcharged without de- 
fign. But the deaths of James I, the III, Ac V, were caufed folely by the 
ariftocracy. * 
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chance, by the revolution of human affairs; in the former 1488 
country by the wars of York and IMcafter^yin which moft of'*"*'^ 
the ancient noble families perUhed; lb litter by a limilar 
deffru£tion in the ftruggles againft Englaim : no power of the 
Ibvereign could have effeftuated fo v^ a^an^^ W thofe 
more civilized countries : and to‘ impute iiich a di^gn to the 
fucceflive princes of the houfe of Stuart, feems the .exOels of 
lyftem and theory, the bane of hiftOrical veracity.- 
James III fell the vi£Um of the ambition of otherSfaiid not 
of his own. He had held die iceptre nearly twenty-eight 
years, though his age amounted not to thirty>ffx. ■ His 
were James his heir; a lecondJames marquis, of Ormond^ and 
afterwards duke of Rofs, and archbilhop of St. Andrews ; John 
earl of Mar. No female progeny fur^vldp^ r^ 
graces, or mild virtues, of their mothar^i * 

* Craarf. Stuarti, 43, cone^ by Stemut>jGen. 79. 
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SECTION I. 

State of the people, and of civilization. 


tn 

1437— T^HE orijp, and progrefi, of civilization feem more to 


ex- 


depend on fortuitous circumiilancesi than upon any 
'ertioi^ of human power, or wiidom. In India, and Egypt, 
countries dilHnguiflied by the iirft dawn of fcience, the natu- 
ral fertility of the foil redeemed mj|fch time from labour ; and 
gave leihire to the mind to build Ipeculadons of knowledge 
and improvement, of art ani^ luxury. Yet that much depends 
upon the ab^j|j|y of .the governors, may be judged from the ex- 
ample <^the lawgivers of antiquity, and of Peter the great^ 
and Qthdts in modern times* 

No 
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No theme can be more important than the means of difiu* 1437-* 
fing civilization in a barbarous country, yet the richeft libra- >4-88 
ries will be found to prefent no diiquiiition on this grand topic/'^""^" ' 
Sir Walter Raleigh has oblerved that *♦ the wifilom of one age 
is the fooliflinefs of another;” and the remark is peculiarly 
verified in the labyrinths of fruitle& Icience, Itrhile paths 
of ufefui knov^ls^c are feldom exfdored. Many Eminent 
writers have recently reviewed the progrefe of ibeiety, from 
the foreft to the city^ from the feeble canoe to the wooden 
fortrefs which conveys a thoufand- mariners, and thunders its 
mandates in the mpA diftant leas : but the :&cred plans of mbi* 
proving whole nations, of educating the barbaric mind to ih- 
dullry and peace, of il^edily advancing a community from 
rudenefs to refinement, have not^ yet attiaifred the attention 
which their, high importance demands. The very theory 
would afford ufefui views, and expand political and. moral 
knowledge : but leaving this vaft theme to the fedulous labour 
of philofbphy, the prefent object only wamnts a few brief re- 
fieflions. 

Amid die various quefrions ccncerning government, it has 
rare^ been' difeufifed to what particular fUges of fociety the 
different forms, are bed; adapted. One of the chief intentions 
of government, and fociety, t6 advsince the nfitional wifHom 
and profperity; and it frems’a'frlf-evidcnt propcfition that a 
democracy of favages, or barbarjiafts; would be t mere anar- 
chy ; and that equality of ignorimee, equality of mifery, 
would be among t^ moft frcfcd’ rights of its' coni^tion. As 
the advantages of laws ^vtjuld be unkno^p^ it would be vain 
to .expert a lawgiver to arife; and' the more fagacioua could 
only coniblidate the mafr by the cement iMbie degrading 
fuperftition, m itfelf the very l^rongefb ohftacle to knowledge 
and improvement But the habits of man forbid fuch a> date 

X X a "to 
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1 437— to exift, iexcept in theory j and an ariftocracy of chiefs and of 
1488 priefh, of fbren^ suid bf wiiHom, is the carfieft ^ge of fo- 
‘~^ciety yet difbovered in any country. Even here the fmallne^ 
of the communities, their jarring' intere^, their continual 
bonili^tSy prelent an infaperahlerharricr -CoHix^ and 

Inch i^e path of providence in fJravi^ing good f^^ evil, that 
the firlPtyrant ^hO overcOn^i, the dtbCi^ and ufurps the 
flylc of monar^^l^jtoy to IsnICd ai; the ifai^(^t>f his country. 
SuperlHtion, ' tl^' execration of ?civ 4 feed (hationiS* is in tiiis 
flage moftvufe^, as tmiflng the people>|n' otfe great :body 
politic, 'and at' aiming the im^rfe£tion^< ^ The 

Uended tribes a^ire to to a nation, the government alTumes 
a liable Ibirm $ the monarch muft: ehtoh^y/t^^ moll able men 
in die countryi or invite td Tender his autho- 

rity lading and refpefiable; and' the court thus becomes a 
focus : of civilizariod, which mud enlarge the more rapidly in 
proportion to ihle alcendancy of the regal power. Uncivilized 
nation^! may to regarded as in a date of infancy, incapable of 
iudgihfr vwhat Mfer their benefit ; and exertions, even of def- 
potidn, to a; hation more happy, may, it is believed, 

to pardoniTi advocate for univer&l democracy. 

Such have been /the uniform deps of civ^:mtion» in all 
ancient^iind democracies of Greece had 

paf &4 thrbhgh tto bcijl&jd bf ra^rchy ; and if the repuUican 
form; of gdveniment he cv^|glSiala ebnveuienr and durable, in 
a large county eveh^et'^^ ^verition <>f , reprefen^^^ it 

mud be when ihemtid^^ been^aUigbtened, and 

improvi^ in a hlperlative > , 

No error can to more tiiithe halatoc of hidorital truth, 
tton the. edimation of ancient: times by mpdern ideas. An- 
indimtiop,- eminently ufef^ at one period, may at anotiier 
become mod perniciovis ; and die bane of <me epoch may be- 
come 
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come the felicity of anol^r. . While in a barbaric ctfUntry the 14.37— 
regal power forms the chi^engine of civilization and profpe-^ 1488 
rity, and an ignorant ariibygfacy the «t^d obflacle to thefe'"’*"'^ 
important ends, in a more adj^iCi^:' |PW an enlightened 
ariftocracy may diffnfe vmidt^^^ tlttough the national 

mals, and kindle the flame of induflxy and imp^byem^^n the 
moft remote corners ^ a wide .empire : may % rtb^ prelence 
and example van<^ifli prejudiet%;hradice^;;i^ tj^^^^^ or 
regal power, or by any democratic. Xebrnhe^^^ the 

people may aflert , their right to ignorance iand fanaticifm. In 
Ihort, whatever form of governmenl moR promotes domeftic 
comfort, and univerfal prolpefity, iforing any' particular pe* 
riod of the national progrefs, may > be regarded as ’^he moft 
eligible, without attention to any. un^rfld theory, or predi- 
ledlioa for particular cohftitutions. A barbarous common^ 
wealth {if iiich ever exifted without ain ariRocracy) could only 
become enlightened by»die confU^ 4 >f civilized Rates : Sparta, 
and Poland; loudly {Mroclainr the di Advantages of an ignorant 
ariflocracy, deRrufhve of all art, icience, atid national ad- 
vancement ; that dei^ifm is the: wbrR of all fonm for a civi-. 
iized people, the dclblated regions of wu^ a 

melancholy ^choi^ 

The Rate of Scotland cohldnuesf to pf ^feht >.a ooftfiderable 
degree ^’of barbarifm j^ring reig^;1f^ James II and III. 

The Idudablie efforts /oftithe^jlR^ri^Jamesy to introduce public 
order, were foHowbd by fem|.imttoritiies» <and confofions jj and 
the ariRocratic Rorms again fuined the welfore'of the M®timu- 
nity. In impreffive language Bowarj yyho fkmriflSeP^ the 
minority bf James II, bewails' the mifery sof his country. 

** Long appears to us, O king, the- time' of thy arrival at 
majority, when thou mayeR be ahle tO deliver us, confounded 
as we are wkh daily tyranny, mj^reiled with rapine and fpoU ; 

when 
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jLhou 4l«^e ]»ws, and exerciie jullice, that the 

148.8 ppofy wl>p aipp4g ]a$ have no he4>pr hut God and thee, may 
be fre/cd fjrom the hand of the powwful. Mayeft thou remem- 
ber that thou art ^legiflatw in order that thou mayeft cruih 
]^e robber, ^d reftram thpie who deal in rapine.” “ The 
groans of the humble, an4 the miferies of the poor, whom 1 
myfelft who write thi?, have teen this very day, in my own 
neighhoui’hood^ . i^ippc4 of their garments, and inhumanely 
defpoiledof theh‘*^4pt»cft|p ntenfils, conftrain me to exclaim 
with him wh<li f^ys, ^ I have leen the injuries which are done, 
the tears nf innpce;it, and ho comforter ; and that the 
doAit^te capnot refdl vio^ncp* I have praifed the dead more 
than the liviog : and happhsr than both have I efteemed the 
ynborn, tlte foJe fl:rapgerstQ,the evils of this world.’ And in 
another pafl^ge* comparing the reign pf James I with his own 
tfpiesj “ Woe to ns mjierable wretches, expofed to rapine and 
ihjur^, how pan we endure to live, who enjoyed fuch prolpe- 
rity in the days gf t^t mpfl: illuftrious king, and now by a fad 
change of fortune ^perienc® the. complete reverfe ' 1” 

It is remarkable that this cpntemppmify author clearly indi- 
cates the monarch the legiAatOr, a circnml^ance which con.- 
firms the idea formerly advanced Aat the lyng an^ hi® council 
prepared the laws. Which afterwards received the fan61ion of 
parliament, hipr did ^ames .I|^l in l^pes which Bowar 
entertained ; for nuraerona s^e,|iNdaws calculated for the ad- 
vantage of the poor. The pre^i^ng pages prefent the more 
memorable ordinanoes, hut a hdef recapitulation may not bp 
improper. The obferyatipn of univerfal internal peace, 
with the privilege of demanding a lurety from the turbulent ; 
the equal adminiftration of jullice ; the punilhment of thole 

* Cont. Fordun. 473, 474, 512. 
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who aflift iiifrinigefS of the law : the fecurity of leafcs, for the 1437— 
lafety “ of the poor people who labour the ground,” whatever 1488 
change of lords might haj^eni the- privilege to farmers of' 
church lands, not to be expelled on st vateahcy of the benefice : 
the fevere decrees againft defpollatron *. A fin^lar a6t merits 
tranfcription ; “ It is ftatutc and ordained, for the away-putting 
of fornars, over-lyars^ and mafterful beggars, i^ith horfe, 
hounds', or other gOo(h, that all officers, ffieriffi, b^roHs, al- 
dermen, baillies, as Well AVithfifl the burgh as without, take 
an inquifition at every court which they hold concerning thefe 
matters : and if any fhch perloftS^ be found, that their horles, 
hounds, or other goods, be efchekted to ffie king; and their 
perfons fecured ml his will be kno’^^n. And alfo that the 
ffieriffs, baillies, and officei;^, inquire at evety court, if there 
be any pretended fools, bard^, or other fuch like vagabonds ; 
and if any be found, that they be put in cuftody, or in irons, 
for their trefjbafs, as long as they! have’ wherewith to live, and 
when they have not, their ear to be nailed to the trbne, or a 
tree, then cut off, and they banHKed the country ; to which if 
they return, they ffiaH' Be hanged Tliis forbible lodging of 
fome of the pretended grckt, and idle, upon the poor, was a 
notable grievance ; and they are defervedly placed with con- 
tempt in the fame ffatute which condemns pretended fbols', 
a'nd highland bards. By a||^tber fiatute thefe /ornart are 
puniffied with death. 'Fhe country, though lohg fince de- 
livered from flich oppreffive lodgers, ffill claffes Rurdy bcggafrs 
among its grievances ♦; • 

* Pari. 1450, <469, &e; The privilege to formers of cfetch land^ occtiiV 

in a charter of 1450. Harl. 4631, Vol. I. * Pari. 1450, c. 21. 

* See the valuable Statiflical Account of Scotland, by Sir John Sinclair, 
paffm. 
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1437 — This prince alfo regulated the cuftoms exadled at fairs, but 

1488 apparently not with a fufBcient liberality to trade. James III 
^ ^~"*juftly extended the prohibition, and forbad any exadlion from 
the poor who carried their little articles to the fairs *. yeaft 
Bonhomme has, in all ages, left a great, part of his fleece, 
either on the brambles of ariftocratic oppreffion, or (horn by 
the poliflied. fcizzars of taxation, often only a circuitous mode 
of oligarchic avarice and extortion. The regulation of the 
hoipitals for the.flckly poor, and other flatotes of humane im- 
portj confer honour on the intentions of the legiflature. 

James III ordered copper coin to be iffiied, for the conveni- 
ence of the in^gent; that m account of die holidays “and 
divine fervico,” . no diftrefs forTcht Ihould tiifi>place, till three 
days after Whkfundiiy and Martinj^as : that the proprietors of 
ferry-boats be reftridled . to certain freights t that perflsns ad- 
vancing to the army refrain from injuring graft, or corn*. 

Of the laws concerning the burroughs, palTed in theft two 
reigns, Ibnw accounthas already been given in the hiftorical 
narrative. . The municipal authority became an digarchy in 
the reign of James III, on ’^pretence that great contention 
had ariftn, through^ ^e multitude and clamour of common 
lithple perfons^i:” and this form was unhappily to continue, 
beqiuft a few are more eaflly influenced government, than 
a great number. But it ;k iltrely ftie genuine intereft of a 
government to ftand upon asiwide a bafls as poiSble : and for 
the fake of a few to render a number difeontented, cannot be 
an a& of pchticarprudenCe^ ^ 

Edinburgh is, at this, period, by an English contemporary 
hiftoiian ftyled 4 very rich town:’. , The city and barony of 

Glafgow 

» 1469, c. 34. * 1469* c- 35 - * 474 > c. 62. 1481, C. 82. , 

» 1469, c. 30. 

• Cont. Ann. Croyland ap. Gale, Vo!. I, p. 5®3» ditiflimum oppidum.'’ 
The author blanies Gloucefter for not facking it in 1482 ; while he took Ber- 
wick, 
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Cla(gowwcre, in 1450, granted to the bifhop, and his 
ceflbrs, blanch for a red rofe: and archbilhop Beton was to ^4^8 
date “ from my city of Glalgow ®.’* .But the profperity of the' 
latter city was to commence during the uiiupation of Crom- 
well. 

A poem written in the latter part of the reign of James III, 
or beginning of that of James IV, prefents curious intelligence 
concerning the manners of the citizens A queftiori is pro- 
pofed, Why the wealth of burgeflcs commonly expires with 
their immediate heirs? The reafonS affigned are, that their 
fathers begin in rigid poverty, “ with good luck, and a half- 
penny, and a lamb’s Ikin;” then proceed to thcfituation of a 
pedler, who, when his pack becomes worth forty Scotilh 
pounds, buys a large horfe, then a cart. The next ftage is a 
(hop in town ; with a counter, che(b, and Flemhh coffers. 

He becomes* a merchant, and goes to fea with exports and 
imports ; marries a rich wife ; his cupboard of plate is worth 
three thoufand pounds ; his gowns and other garments arc gay, 
lilk on fundays, green or grey cloth at other times ; while his 
wife is arrayed in fcarlet. He dies ; and his heir fecceeds to 
opulence unacquired by labour. The (bn is nurtured in lux- 
ury, wears rich rings, and is di^ufted to hear that his fether 
fold (heep-(kins : keeps many fervants, fpends time in the 
tavern, or flaying at hazard; till (inking into penury, he be- 
come the follower of (bme lord*s (bn at court. 

wick, which cod England annually 10,000 marks, perditio non acquilitio." 

The remark of this old writer on benevokneet is curious ; ubi per benevolentiam 
quilibet daret id quod vellet, imo verius qiiod hollet,*' p. 558. 

On the 16th April 145a, the king, for the friendlhip he bore to the earl of 
Orkney, exempted Edinburgh from the cuftoms on fait. Scotft. Cal. 

* Scotfl. Cal. and fee reign of James V. 

* The Tales of the Priefis of Peebles, in Scarce Scotifh Poems reprinted, 

London 1792, Vol. I. p. 9. 

VOL. I. V y 
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1^27— poem the maladminiftration of juftice is repeat- 

1488 edly mentioned, as a chief cauie of the oppreffion of the poor. 
The coroners, the jufticeS;, the ferjands or mairs, derived their 
impious emoluments by extortion, on various pretexts, from 
the moire thriving yeomen, till they reduced them to poverty, 
or forced them to leave their juii^dtons, when their iuccefibrs 
fuffered the fame fate. Bribes alone could fecure an audience ; 
an honeft farmer would be acculed of theft, or rapine; and 
the fine implied w;as meafured by the profperity of his in- 
duftry*, Tnc "very laws intended for the proteflion of the 
poor were converted into inflruments of their oppreffion ; while 
the repeated flatutes for the due adminiftration of juftice were 
eluded during the regal fway, and fell afteep during a minority. 
Even fo late as Mary’s reign, the balance of juftice was com- 
monly ufed in weighing which bribe was heavieft. It was re- 
ferved for England to fet the firft example to the world, of 
complete and impartial juftice, one of ftie chief bleffings of 
civilized Ibciety : and though the expence of the law be great, 
that of a potent bribe might far exceed it, while equality of 
wealth could alone fecure an equitable decifion. 

The Burgundian hiftorian, in deferibing the marriage of 
Mary of Gelder, mentions the manners and drefs of the com- 
mon people as very rude. “ There are even,” fays he, “ many 
among them who feem to be altogether favages • The con- 
traft between a pblUhed Burgundian, of the moft fplendid 
court in Europe at the time,. and a Scotifh highlander, muft 
indeed have been ftriking. 

. Of this barbarifm the want of education was a chief fource ; 
a defeat which Scotland has fince fupplied, in a moft laudable 


• Ibid. p. la, 24, &c. 

• De Coucy, at the end of the hiftory by Jean Chattier, Paris 16.61, folio, 
P- 57 S- 


manner. 



RETROSPECT. 347 

manher, by innumerable fchools, where the mind may be 1437- 
cultivated at an expence acceflible by the moft indigent. It is ^488 
only to be regretted that fo little attention is paid to the falarics'"*''"^ 
of the humble teachers ; who, while their income ouglit not 
to raife them above their office of ediucatirig^ the poor, ought 
however to be enabled to preferve the eafey and re^pedl, due to 
fo ufeful an order of men. 

The. drefs of the common people continue a long tinie in’ 
the ftate deferibed in the former retrolpeft. The ffimptuary 
law of James II ordained that no burghers, except bearing a 
municipal office, fliall wear gowns of filk, or Icarlet cloth,- or 
decked with mertrick furs. The regulation is extended to 
their wives, and daughters; who are moreover to ufe no 
gowns with long trains, except on holidays ; and to wear 
“ fliort kercliiefs with little hoods, as are ufed in Flanders, 
England, and other countries.” Inferior barons, and gentle- 
men are alike reftridled. None of the clergy are to wear 
gowns of fcarlet, or mertrick furs, except they be dignitaries 
of a cathedral, or collegiate church, or dodors ; or luch as 
may yearly Ipend^two hundred marks, or Engliffi nobleSi 
And with regard to the commons, “ that no labourers, nor 
hulbandmen, wear on the work day other than grey or white ; 
and on the Holiday only light blue, green, •or red : and their 
wives the fame, ^nd kerchiefs of their OWn making ; and that 
it exceed not the price of forty pence the eln. And that no 
woman coihe to churchy or market, with her face mujfalled, 
or covered, that flie may not be known, under the penalty 
of forfeiting the head drefe 

• 1458, c. 7o» 
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3Ettk)i^ II. 

Govemmeniy Ltowsy Ta&ks, 

1427—- ‘ TO the infdnlltitk>rt already preiei^^ on ihefe fubje6te, in 
1488 the preceding ‘retrolpefti and in the conrfe of die narrative, 
the abundance imterials i^ and important 

additions. ' * < 

The able contemporary Foftefcue, in his treatife on the 
Dominium Regale ixnA the Ddminium Polhicum et Regale ‘ ; the 
former a government in which' the king makes the laws, or 
abfolute monarchy; the fecond when he rules by the laws 
made by the people, or limited monarchy ; clalTes Scotland 
under the latter defcription. “ The king of Scots,” feys he, 
“ reigneth over his people by this law, to wit regimine politico 
et regali,'' He then proceeds to Ihew the mifery of France, 
becaule the laws were made, and taxes impoled, without lum> 
moning the three eftates of die kingdom : that cowardice alone 
preferved France from iulurre^bn, while’ the Englifli being 
rich never arofe, except agaihll injuftice^ ; and their liberties 
being fecured by«parliaments, induftry and wealth followed. 
After diicuiling the revenue, and expences, of Ehgland, among 
the latter of which he mentions the borders towards Scotland, 
and the garriibn of Calais as exorbitant articles, he obferves 
that the nobles of France were fo powerful, that no authority 
dared to tax them ; and that great danger would arife if Eng- 
land permitted fubje€ls to attain fuch preeminence. He adds 

* MS. Har]. IT SI 9 printed at London I7I4> 8vo. but his whole works 

deferve republication* 

‘ Thc^wj deguern ruined the French commons. Jaligny, 409. 

that 
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that the king of Scote who laft died, had only from apprehen* 1437 

fions of his rebelling expelled Douglas, ** whofe livelihood, 1488 
and might, were nearly equiva^l^tp his own.’* In this the'"**''^ 
venerable chief-juftice was mUinfbrmed, as the reader has feen 
that mdre than apprehephons e^iftj^. 

It has already.^en remarked that in the treaty with France 
£ 484, it was agreed that on a failure.of iinntediate choirs, : the 
fucceflion to either crown Ihould be determined by the. prelates 
and nobles. By an a£I of J 466jrat was decreed that tlM dowry 
of the future queen fhould be “ a third of the king’s ef 
that is to fay of lands and cuiloms PK&iT This would 

feem to imply that the dower of Mary , of Gelder had extended 
to one third of the whole royal revenue. 1, 

A moft important topic, the conftitution of the Scotilh par- 
liament^ has been referved for thb epoch, as a centrical point, 
upon which the various information bears^ Only defultory 
knowledge could have been acquired, by dividing the minute 
authorities into different periods ; and the interefting nature of 
the fhbje£l will excule fbme length in the difcuflion. Till the 
year 1587, when the reprelentadon of the fhires was fixed 
and afeertained^ there is hardly a variation in the model of the 
Scotifli parliament : and|the prefent view will of courfe anti- 
cipate a century, as wel|p^;revert to the records of preceding 
ages. Nor till the prefent period are the colledive materials 
fufficiently ample, to authprife accurate difquifition ; though 
the ftatutes themlelves affume a regular form, at the com- 
mencernent of the afilual reign of the firft James. 

Referving till another place any remarks on the two fupe- 
rior ftates of the kingdom,- the clergy and barons, it fliall here 
be obferved that the burgeffes are fiirft mentioned, fo far as cu; 


^ Cap. 2. 


imperfeft 
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1 43 7*- imperfect r^r 4 s iaffbf4 .pQfitive. evidence, in the year 1326,*. 
1488 Whether jdley appeared before, is rather a queftion of antiqna- 
"■“^'^rian enrioftty, than of real, importance ; and the caufe of en- 
lightened freedom requires no fupport from the barbaric ulages 
of dark ages. Suffice it to obferve that, as all the freemen of 
a burgh oould not appear, in parliament, the)|^le£led perfons 
for that purpoie, and inAituted the firft exainple of represen- 
tation, that .grand fecret of modern government, and which 
forms a bails of liberty unknown to all the ancient ilates. 

Tlie able reign of Robert thf great was unhappily followed 
by the diihirbed minority of his ion David II. Yet the reign 
of this feeble prince prbients ibme documents concerning the 
ilate of parliament, which lhall here be mentioned, as un- 
known to former writers, and as preparatory to the confidera- 
tion of the national council j under his fuccefibrs of the Stuart 
family. 

In the parliament held at Perth, on the thirteenth of January 
1365, the names of the members are given, forming, it is 
believed, the carlieft example of what is called the roll. The 
biihops are followed by the abbots of Dunfermlin, Arbroth, 
Paifley, Scone, Kilwinning, Coupar. Among the peers is 
John Stuart lord of Kyle. After many knights, are twelve per- 
£>118 without delignation, and a gi^lM claufe of ** the other 
perfons uiually called :** nor arc the commiffioners of the burghs 
Ipecified’. 

The general council at Setme, aoth of July i‘3<5i5, coliiifted 
of the biihops, abbots, priors, free-tenants in capite^ “and 

* Abcrcr. I, 635, from a grant of a tax in. the Advocates library. Robert- 
fon I, 79. Wight on parliaments, £din. 1784, 4to, 405. 

* 4to. Regifter, f. v. 40. in State Paper office London, when perufed by 
the author fome years ago ; now, as he is informed, in a more appropriated 
repofitory the Reg^fter Office at Edinburgh. 
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from each burgh certain burgefTes iiimmoned for efpccial rea- 1437— 
fons In that held at the iame place, on tiie 27th of Sep- h 88 
tember 1367, the three cmnutnrtm of the kingdom being ^ 
called, “ certain pcrfons were chofco by ,theatt to hold a par- 
liament, leave being given to the; others, bn account of the 
harveftfeafon, to return to, their homes;”, From the clergy 
were felefted (ixteen ; from the Iprd^ fourteen, at the head of 
whom is the Stewar 4 |,, and there were abHent, from contu- 
macy, the earls of March, Rofs, and Douglas. The burghs 
are only Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Perth, Montrofe, Hadding- 
ton, and Linlithgow ; their feleded delegates thirteen. . The 
objeft of difcuflion was the royal revenue : and the king is 
empowered to feud embafladors, and levy the expence by a 
tax, without recQurie to another parliament*. 

In that of Perth, 6th of March 1368, a few were contu- 
macioufly abfent ; but by the confent of the three communities^ 
on account of the inconvenience and icarcity of the feafon, 

** certain perlbns were elefied to hold the parliament, leave 
being given to the others to return.” Seven bilhops, and nine 
others, are chofeii for the clergy ; among the latter are Wil- 
liam Biggar reftor of Errol and chamberlain of Scotland, and 
the procurators of the bilhops of Aberdeen and Rois ; but as it 
was found that fewer were fufEcient, the number was abridged: 

For the barons are the Steward j, the earls of Mar and March, 
and the procurator of earl Douglas, with thirteen landed gen- 
tlemen ; and eight others, perhaps for the burghs *. 

At the parliament of Scone, 12th June 1368, appeared 
** the prelates, lords, and burgefles, who would or could be 

* Ibid. f. V. 44, qui ad hoc fuenint w eaufa fummoniti.” 

* Ibid. fol. Vi 50. . 

* Ibid. fol. 52. The excufe is in thefe words, “ propter importunitatcm ct 
carilliam teroporis,” 

perfonally 
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i4.27_pcrfonally prefent; others reprefented by their cmmijfaries \ 
1488 others being abfcnt from contumacy,” Among other ads, it 
' — was ordained that all prpceffes of appeal be prefented to the 
chancellor, before the meeting of parliament,;, and that the 
parties (hould appear in the parliament; #e 3 ct following to hear, 
thedecifion*. 

In the laft gtt^ral council recorded of David 11 , and held 
at Perth on Ae 18th of Februa^ * 37 t» ^ burgefles prefent 
are mentioned touhave been fpccially fmnmoned for certs^ 
caules. Of the lords three were abfent h:om contvunacy, Mar, 
John of the; Jflcs, .^and (?y//^/c . 

: The model of th|s noted parliament rbeing imitated by the 
kings of the Stuart line* ‘ as mentioned in dieir flatntes^ it is 
proper to lend h:^ue .iUof^tion,^v prdunble bears 'diat* 
in .tlie chief purport ;Qf ; this geneinhconncil was to confider the 
ftate of the realm* the royal revenue, and forisfe points relating 
to the adnaniflration of jufUoe, it .was mt expedient that all 
the members fhould attend: for which realbu fbme were 
clewed, ** BY THE caicNsaAL ako vhanymoos coksbkt 
AN< b ASSENT OF THE THEBE JCOMMVNITIES , ASSEMBLED, 

to order thofe thit^s that concern comtnoiijuflice* iiich^aa^e 
contradided judgments (or appeals,) queflions, und other 
complaints, .which ought tofbe diicoded and determined by 
parliament. And ohers were cdcded, by the same consent 
AND ASSENT OF THE. coMMpNiTiEs, to treat and .dsliberat|h’ 
on certain special* and secket* affairs of the king and 
kingdom* before the/'^atne to the knowled^ of thy^ jj ^ ^ 
general council ®,” 

For 

.... >> 

^ Ibid. f. 54. ** Allis per emmtffartt^ comparentibus.” The te.rfl\ is here 
applied to procurators in. general. * Ibid. f. v. 55. 

* Ibid. “ PER CENERALEM ET VNAMIMUM CONSENSUM ET ASSEHSUM 
TRiuM coMMUNiTATVAf C0NGX£0ATARi7M| ad ca quac conccmunt commu- 

nem 
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t'or the matters concerning the adminiftration of juftice 1437- 
were chofen fix of the clergy; ten knights, and four others^ *4^8 
for the barons ; and feven btii^efleS. w—v— ' 

For the fecret affairs three clergy ; and ten others, among 
whom the Steward, and the earls of Carrick and March arc 
firft named, and the laft is Duncan Wallace, one of the 
attorneys of the earl of Douglas.” It is fpecially added iihat 
the king may name any others. 

This, as far as appears, was the very firiV inftitution of the 
famous LORDS OF THE ARTICLES, Originally only a Committee 
for fecret affairs, feleded by the voice of the whole legiflative 
body. But the power afiigned to the king, of adding any 
members he thought proper, led to great abuies. 

After the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart- the earlieft memo- 
rable parliament is tliat of Scone, ad March 1374, in the firft 
year of Robert II. ' The burgefles prefent continued to be fpe- 
cially fummoned^ dx caufa^ for a certain caufe. And as the 
general council is held for purpofes relating to the king and 
realm, and the adminiftration of common juftice, “ in imita- 
tion of the order and method which were obferved in the par- 
liament held at Perth, in the time of king .Dasdd of venerable 
memory, and of his peigu the fortieth year,” [18 Feb. 1370,] 

fomc wsfc chofen by the oeneeal ako Unanimous 6on- 

' * * * 

SEttT AKO^II^NT QF THE THREE COMMUNITIES, for matters 
concerning common juftice. And others, ‘^'by the consent 

netn jullic’iam, videlicet judicia coritfadi£la> quelUones, et 4 }uerelas alias, quae 
per parlatnentum deliuerant terminari, difeutiendas et determinandas. Et alii, 

PEK TARUNDEM CONSENSUM RT ASSEN5UM COMMUtflTATUM, cle£li ad 

tiac£^‘dum ct deliberandum fuper certis et spECiALtBus, et secretis, Kegi$ 
et Regml-n^gotiis, antequam veniant ad notitiam didi confilii generalis.” 

Lord Pitmeddm, about tlie beginning of this century, had made Tome inac- 
curate cxtratls from this invaluable regiilcr, and the above is among them. 

Sec lord Hailes’s Annals, II, 362. 

VOL. I. • 2 2 
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1437— ANP ASSENT OF tHl FAIJ* CO^IAVNITtES* tQ Cfeafc aod de- 
1488 libeiiat^ ooi SFEciAii afiaiys of the king and kingdom# 

before they come to the knowledge of tke general eomreik” 
The o^e? nfkembcrs ykrere difmided. For the names of thofe 
chofe^ we are referred to aaodior JtegiiEler. is remarkable 
tibat in this parUamsnt thq p^g of fecrecy is omitted s and the 
lords of the. articles, are. only clxofen for special affairs 
The parliament of Robert III, in February 1401,. only 
bears that there were prelent the bifliops, [abbots,] priors, 
dukes, earls, batons, f^c^kolders, and burgefles who holdi 
of (Mr lord tjje king /V? But that the infiitution of 

the lords of the ai:t}ctes continued an inveterate ufage* appears 
from the parliafnent of Perth,, 3 ,<ith May 1424, the firft of 
James I ’ the it is believed, in which the ilyle of 
the ARTic.L^-s appeis^; and from numerous fucceeding par- 
liament& It is aWb certain that the ufage of dilmiifing the 
other meoobers, after the. committees of juRicc and of the ar- 
ticles had[ been fele^ed*.. wRs. Qontinued to the parliament of 
1424, if not long after : ib that the prolongation of thcfe/lion, 
after the appointment of theie conunittees, was a. more ftretch 


^ Ibid- f. y. 58^ Imitaiido videlicet ordMiem ilium ct modumf. qui Terva- 
batur in parlamento temtq apud Perth, tempore vienerandje, memoriae domini. 
Regis David, anno regni ipfius quadragefimo.” . .‘I . Et alii, per consen- 
SUM ET ASSEN6UM EARUBfDEM COMMUNITAT(7M, ^cleAi et 

deliberandum fuper certis spejOialibus Regis et Regni negotiis, amequam 
perveniant ad notitiam concilii generalise* 

The llatutes of David II are inaccurately copied in a bad hand ; but the 
writing: of thofe of Robert. II is greatly improved ; whence this pai&ge ferves 
to illuftrate the genuine reading of; the former* * Apud Skene Reg* Maj. 

• Ails edit. 1566, fol; i. elcAae fuerunt certar perfonx ad articulos datos 
per dontinum Rcgcm determinandos, data caateris licentia recedendi.’* Be- 
fore they were cMily.to trciu and delibcra^ ; npw to d^urwini. 

Qf^ 
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of tho prerogiitivcj as t^cU as the latter corrupt mode of chufing 1 437— 
the lords of the articlesl • At^i^rhat preclfe epoch the committee 1488 
of juftice was divided into twbj t ad jUd'tcla^ or of judgments 
in criminal calcs, and 3. ad cmfds, or of ciVil caufes and law- 
fuits in the laft appeal, does ’liot appear J' but fiich was the 
method in the reign of James III*. Yet eVtni at- this period 
the lords of tlic articles were modeftly hamfed laft, after the 
two former committees had been apptanted ; not firft, as was 
afterwards the ufage, whell the Idfds of the articles were 
named by the influence of the cOUrt, whofe demands iifurped 
a preference over the admmiftration of jttfticc. 

The fteps that led to this radical fetation of the conftitU'- 
tion of the Scotilh jjarliament, vrhidi WaS at fltft to preclude 
the power of debate, by obly fetjuifhig the fan 61 :i 6 n of a full 
parliament to decrees already adjufted j and was afterwards to 
make that aflembly a mere inftrtimcnt of the crown; delerve 
particular iiiveftigation. ThC' Chief ciule was the indolence 
and avarice of the members. Who regarded their attendance in 
parliament, to which they wore not only bound by their te- 
nures, but under a fine of ten pounds for 2d>fence,« a 3 a moft 
heavy conftraint and intolerable burdeti. Even in England at 
this period committees were frequently appointed and leave 
given to the other members to depart *. The foie diftinCliou 
was, that in Scotland the cuftom by a political Iblecilm re- 
mained, while the parliament itlelf continued in full felfion. 

This apparently flight difference, and the equally flight cir- 
•cumftajice, tliat in England the members were too numerous 
to meet in one room, decided the deftinies of the two king- 

* Records of Parliament, Regiftcr Office, pdtjjim. 

* See Rolls of Parliament. Edward III, in 1340^ ordered that in every 
parliament a prelate, two earls, and two barons, fhould fit to judge appeals. 

14 E. 3 cap. 5. Barrington on the Statutes, p. 244. And fee Wight, 98. 

♦ Z Z Z doiiis. 
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1427— doms. England had a free parliament for difcuflionj and a 
14^8 houfc of commons : Scotland an influenced parliament for 
afient, and her commons were overpowered by the prefence of 
the iuperior orders. 

From the advantage tvhich was afterwards taken of this 
inflitution of lords of the articles, it would feem a device of 
ibme cunning Auguftus, to lap the freedom of his country. 
It was, on the- contrary, the mere produft of chance and 
Weaknels.^ Thd app(»nnnent of committees, and difmiflion 
of the -other membere, in September 1367 and March 1368, 
the firft on account of the harveft, the fecond an unexpectedly 
fevere Ica^bii and Ibarcit}^, evince the progrefs of chance : and 
the character of David 11 ^ and hb hatred, at the time, to the 
Stuarts,: who Were to be the heirs of his power, Ihew the want 
of deiign. > The unanimous content and aflent, of the whole 
three eftates aflemblcd, teftifies that they exulted in their de- 
liverance from-the llavery of attending in parliament, and re- 
garded the eighteenth day of February, thirteen hundred and 
feventy, as a jubilee of freedom ! 

The fubfequent ftatutes, which illufltrate the conftitution of 
parliament, are far from numerous. ^ The moft memorable is 
the next in chronological order, that of James I, in March 
1418*. . 

** The king, with confent of the whole general council, 
has ordained that the fmall barons, and free-tenants, need not 
come to the parliament, or general council, provided that 
each Ihcriffdom fend two, or more, wife men, chofen at the- 
head court of the IherilFdom, according to its extent, except ■ 
the IherifFdoms of Clackmanan and Kinrols, which may only 
fend one member for each. 

’ Ails, f. V. 17. 

“ Thefe 
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" Thefe members lhall be caUed CommilTaries of the 
and, by thefe Commiflari'es of all the fhires (hall be chofen a wife 1 488 
man, and expert, called the Common, Speaker of the parlia- v— ' 
ment, who fhall propofe all and fundry neceflities and caufcsj 
pertabing to the Commons, itt the parliament or general 
council ♦. , , ; ; 

“ The CommifTaries (hail have full and .<mtire power from 
the reft of the fheriffdom, teftified^by the feal'of the flieriffj 
and thofe of feveral barons of the fhire, 40 hear, treaty and 
finally to determine, all caufcs to be propoied m the council 
or parliament. : 

“ Which CommifTaries, and Speaker, fttall have their expencei 
defrayed by thofe of each fhire wdto owe appeb'ance in the par- 
liament or council, an equsJ ^afteffment being laid on every 
pound of rent, except thofe ofibifhqfis,. abbots; priors, dukes, 
earls, lords of ' parliament, and whom the king di- 

rects to be fummoned and admitted to parhament by his Ipe- 
cial precept.” ; i 

Such is this remarkable ftatute, ithe intentions of which arc 
fuppofed never to have been fulfilled tiU 1587; when it was 
revived and enforced, and the<,firft tegular reprefentation for 
counties commenced in Scotlandj, It is evideatthat this great 
monarch wifhed to eftablifh a Houfe of Commons, on the Eng- 
lifh model, and to lay the Toundationa of genuine; liberty, by 
dividing the lauded gontlemen frean. the peers, and thus 
ftrengthening the third eftate,, which only ccmfifted of a few' 
burgefles, unable to contend agaitift the whole knded intereft 
united, a French noblejfty ihftead pfa diftinfl ohler of noble- 

^ Common Speaker is a mere abbreviated pbrafe for the Commons' Speaker, ' 
or Speaker of the Commons. It could never be intended that a commiffioner of 
the (hire fliould fupplant the chancellor, and become general fpeaker of the par- 
liament. 


men 
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1427— men like thofe of England. But when this a6l was revived in 
1488 1 5 8 7 * , the claufe concerning the Common Speaker, or Speaker 
of the Commons, was carefully omitted : and thus the chief 
intention was eluded, and the commiflaries of the Ihircs, and 
burghs, continued to fit in the lame houfe with tlic peers. 

It has already been obferved in the hifiiorical narrative that, 
in J 458, it was enaflied that no freeholder fliall be conftrained 
to attend as a member of parliament, if he hold of the king 
“ under the film of twenty pounds” in land. In 1 504 the 
exemption is, under “ one hundred marks of the extejit that 
now is;” and an extent implies annual value. Twenty 
pounds in 1458, Scotilh mop^y being to the Englilh as one 
to three, and its power being,to the prefent as ten to one, may 
nearly equal feventy pounds fierling of modern currency. In 
1 504 the coin was as one to four, and one hundred marks 
might equal one hundred and fixty of our pounds. The Eng- 
lifii parliament had enafled, in 1429, that none Ihould vote 
for knight of the Ihire, who had not; freeholds of the value of 
forty Hulling : but in Scotland it was efieemed a great privi- 
lege to be exempted from fitting in parliament ; and voting 
could not be enforced even by the unitjed efforts of the monarch 
and legiflative body. 

From 1504 till 1587 there are no fiatutes concerning the 
conftitution of parliament. 

To return to &e confideration of the period under review, 
we have Teen that in 1469, an (d^rchic plan of appointing 
the council, and magillrates of burghs, was inllituted, and 
the parliament was compared with common courts of jufiice : 
and in 1482 the mention of the parliament of Paris indicates 
tlwt the French idea of a parliament was, by the court, pre- 

® Cap. 1 13. 

ferred 
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ferred to the Engfifh. The numerotrs clergy pfcfent at a Sco* 
tifli parliament, and the want of an oppofition, are features *4^8 
delineated and explained in the preceding retrofpeft. 

In 1488, a* has already been ob&rved, the titled nobles of 
Scotland amounted to about forty. The disical denominations 
were moftly confined to the royal fanaily : die others were 
earls and lords. But thefe greater barons had no privileges 
above the fmaller :• all were Jieersy or pares y in courts of juf- 
tice : a lord and a lard are die lame, and the latiii only admitted 
dominus for either: the lardy or lairdy was defigned from his 
eftate ; and his wife was lady by the lame defignation even 
down to modern times. For diftin 61 ion the titled lords vi ere 
created and ftyled lords of parliament. While there was no 
houfe of commons, there was no houfe of peers : every landed 
gentleman holding of the crown might fit and vote ; but he 
could not be conftrained to attend except his eftate amounted 
to a certain film. 

Had the great plan of James I been carried into execution, 
as much additional relpcft would have accrued to the peers, as 
to the commons : greater lullre, more important privileges, 
would have arifen to the former, as well as to the latter. A 
diftinft legillative capacity, a marked line of feparation from 
the landed gentlemen, might have gratified the pride, and 
ftimulated the abilities, of the peers; while the efquires, 
united with the burgefles, might have learned by degrees the 
eminent advantages* which commerce and agriculture derive 
from each* other. 

The leffer barons or lairdsy correfponding with the Englilh 
LORDS of-manorSj form fuch a Angular and amphibious clafs, 
in the Scotilh parliament, that they excite curiofity and dif- 
quifuion. , The roll of parliament, 1472, will give us an idea 

of 



360 

BOOK IX. 


* 437 - 

. of their proportion to the other mernbers ; which ieems to have 

1488 

greatly exceeded that of the roll of 1365 above-mentioned. 


* “ On the 1 8th day of February, 

in the prefence of our 


foyereign lord the king ; and the bifliops, abbots, priors ; and 


the noble dukes, earls» lords, barons, freeholders, and com- 


millaries of the burghs^^ underwritten 

m 

• 


“ Alexander duke of Albany. 


Bijhofif- 

Earls. 


Dunkeld 

Argyle 


Aberdeen ■ 

Rothes 


Rofs . . 

Lords. . 


Orkney 

Innermeth 


Abbots 

Erfkine 


Arbroath 

Haliburton 


Melrofe 

Seton 


Holyroodhouic 

Borthwick 


Paifley 

Darnley 


Scone 

Lindfay 


Dryburgh 

Gray 


Priors 

Forbes 


Portmoak 

Kilmauris 


Reftenoth 

Kennedy 


Coldingham 

Hamilton 


May 

Monipeny 


Earls. 

Salton 


The Chancellof ^ 

Barons (or Lairds) 


trrol 

Sanquhar 


Maiihal 

Bewfort 


Huntley 

Haltoun 


Crawford 

Craigmillar 


Morton 

Reftalrig 



Oundas 
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Barons 


Barons 

*437— 

Dundas 


Bothiok 

1488 

Bargeny . 


Pittarrow 


Bals 


Abercromby 


Caldor 


Erolet 


Luis 


Ruiky 


Terreaglcs 


Carns 


Elliotfloun 


Cranfton 


Ruthven 


Halkerilon 


Sauchie 


Boyle 


Elphiuilon 


Ker 


Guthrie 


Gaflc 


Torthorwald 


Dron 


Corftorphin 


Hume 


Edmondfton 


Balcohny. 


Dalhouile 


, i' 


Comtnijfaries of the Burghs, : 


Edinburgh ^ - 

■ - 

Young and Boijjkil. 


Aberdeen 

m 

Knowls. 


Stirling 

m 

Walter Stuart. 


Linlithgow • - 


Fowlis and Foreft. 


Haddington - , 

m w 

Girnlaw. 


Dumfries ^ - 

- 

Welch. 


Air - 

i -m 

Multrar. 


Dundee 

m m 

Monorgund and Guthrie 



® Kaims’ EflTayi on Brit. Ant. p. 125. In the inaccurate cxtraAs from the 
records of parliamenti made by Sir James Balfour in the laft century, and pub* 
lifhed by Carmichael at Edinburgh 1791, 4to, we find p. 58, five lairds, Stob* 
hall, Tullibardin, Elliotftoun, Halkfion, Reftalrig ** for the fmall barons'* 
in 1479^ yet in p. 59 we find many others prefent. And in April 1481, p. 65, 
he only names eight of thefe barons. But thefe extradls being chiefly for the 
purpofe of fettling dates of creations, and precedencies, their imperfedion is 
mod excufeable. 


VOL. I. 
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1437— In this parlianMmt the lefler barons almoft equal iu number 
1488 the clergy and peert. The rolls indeed feem imperfedl, for 
none, appafei^ily,- remains which enumerates more than about 
l^hty members ; while, in a ftatute of 1 458, they are efti- 
iiPited, as we hav? Icen, at about one hundred . and ^ ninety : 
and this, though orie. tjf the moft ample, omits no lefe than 
twenty of the burghs. But it is not the number of the lairds^ 
or tenants m eapite\ isthich furprizeS : it is their fewiiefs which 
merits invciftigation.s; 

An idle traditioii prevailed in the middle ages, that one of 
our motiatuhs diAributed all the lands of Scotland among his 
great barons, relerving pone for himfelf, except the Moot-hill 
of Scone. This tradition, though vague, exprefled the ftate 
of the country, chiefly divided into large territories, the poten- 
. tales of which held of the king ; while their numerous vaflals, 
enjoying greater or Imaller allotments, held of their lords. 
Hence the num^ous charters of confirmation in our records, 
only lending thffoyal fanftipn to charters granted by the ba- 
rons: ai^Ulifl of the tenants in capite^ including even the 
fmaller, would not, it is believed, fill many pages. Some con- 
je6hire muft however be allowed,,^r the writers who might 
be expected to illuftrate this topic, prefer deblamation on the 
feudal lyliem; a rich mine, but already exhaufted by the la- 
bours of Montefquieu, and pther able authoipj. Thofe parts 

^ The learned Craig ought to be named among the chief, his work Ve Feudis 
being the exuberant^ and often the^Zw/, fource of the riches of more modern 
authors. The reader who wiflies to ftudy this important topic, fo long the 
deftiny of Europe, may begin with that great work ; if he prefer not to afeend 
to the original authors, Gerardus Niger or Capagiftus, and Obertus de Orto, 
two Milancfe of confideration, who about the year 1170 compofeJ the books 
Df Ufilms Feudorum^ the early ftandard of feudal law. Sec Craig, lib. 1 . tit. 6. 
§ 3» 4» 5» But the editions are fo fcarce as not to occur in the molt ample 
. catalogues. 


of 
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of our hiftory, and antiquities, which are clear, have been 1437- 
illuftrated with great force and precifion; wliilc the obfeure 1488 
cATu require a taper to make the “ darknefi vifible.” 

In England the baron was a a peer : in Scotland 
\ ;js oflly a laird^ a man of landed property: the word ind^d 
originally only implies a man of courage, a chief*. From 
Domefday Book it appears that the immediate vafTals of the 
crown .amounted, after the conqueft, to about feven hundred, 
cxclufive of the ecclefiaftic fees’ : of thefe feven hundred a few 
■were carls and lords ; the remainder would in Scotland have 
been termed barons or lairds. In the latter kingdom it may 
feem that the immediate vaflals^of the crown Could not, before 


the reign of David I, exceed two hundred ; and the profufe do- 
nations of that prince to the church muft have diminiflted the 
number of lay-fees. 

Thefe vaflals of the crown, or tenants in caftiity were how- 
ever Ipeedily to be multiplied by various New dona- 

tions of the regal demefne, forfeitures of great fiefs, afterwards 
divided into fmaller, gifts of land by th<|; vaflak' thenaiclves to 
their followers, coheirfliip, and at length purdafe by the ac- 
quifitions of commerce or chance, were among the operations 
which increafed the number of the vaflals in chief. ■ Hence in 


the reign of Henry III of England, reprefentatives appear for 
the counties lame time wids thofe of the bjirghs : and fo 
rapid was the progrels of liberty iii that fortunate kingdom 
that, from the firft appearance, of repreferitatibn for thecoun- 


* Leges Langob. and in modern Spanifh l^ardn \% either a MAW a no- 
ble; not to mention the French baron et finmie. In like matiher the term 
larly or Earl, apparently introduced by the Danifc conqueft of England in the 
eleventh century, only fignified originally a man\ thus larUwaghi, via viri, 
Stiemhook de Jure Sueonum^ P*’297' It coirfefpohds wifli the German early a 
ftrong man. • Dalr. on feudal property,' 313. 
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1437— ties, all had a right to vote who held free lands, or tenements, 
1488 of whatever lord or fiiperior ; while in Scotland, when this re- 
preientatioh was attempted in 1428 and eftablilhed in 1587,. 
the privilege, or lervitude, of voting was confined to the free- 
holders of the crown. ~ 

One great caufe which defeated the reprefentation for coun- 
ties in Scotland, and rendered even that for the burghs irregu* 
lar and incomplete, was the avarice of the freeholders, and 
citizens, which fhrunk from paying the cofiage^ or fabrics of 
the reprcfentatives; And they not only abhorred the duty, or 
bondage as they fuppofed, of fitting in parliament, but they 
even detefled the trouble of giving their votes. Another caufe 
was, that the members of parliament had no privileges what- 
ever, not e^en the peers themfelves confidered in that capa- 
city ; while the political wifdom of England had Simulated 
emulatkm, and had infpired reipet^ for the meanell member 
of the national c|Wicil, by the freedom from arreft, and other 
immunities. James I, in his eager wifh to render the 

nation free, induftrious, and happy, afligned fpecial privileges 
to the rcprefentatives of counties and burghs, it is probable he 
might have fiKceeded in eftablifhing two houfes, and an ex- 
cellent conftitution. The ftruggle is fingular ; the court in- 
lifted on difthfing feme degree of freedom ; and the people, 
oppofed their ddiverance wij^ furprizing zeajfcjand perfever- 
ance. 

To return to the confideratioa of the baroni or lairds , they, 
were hardly to be diftinguifhed, either in common or legal 
language, from the titled nobility. They were not only dfe- 
nominated from their eftates ;• but to a late period they ufed a 
titular fignature, as well as the peers. Peer^. and peerage^ do 
not indeed appear to .be Scotifh terms : in England, when a 
lord of parliantent was created, he was ftyled a peer, but 

there 
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thcFc feems no veftigc of thisiifagc' in Scodand; and them 1437- 
being no houfe of pcera or equals, fo»whidi he cobW be called, ^4^8 
the nobles 'were peers of the realmt, And rtbt peers of parlia- < 
ment. The term peerage* is ihdeed vague^ Jeven-at prefent ; 
an Englifh peerage is an ineledive heredsfarpr^ttoolit in 
parliament ; while a Scotiih . peerage is only a iight to vote for 
fixtcen reprelentathr'cs In Arid propriety the word, has no 
connexion with the paiiiament or general , council; itris an 
honour at firft territorial, and pailmg withi the. land like: a 
Scotifh ; afterwards per&nal and hereditary j; buttever 
implying power, territory, ; rank,, precedence, inveilitvirfe by 
the monarch, difHndion of and drefs on fbleitin occaHons* 

In France the twelve peers feemiCq havefiioceeded the comitesit 
or companions of the early nkoiutrehs, after the datteb title had 
dwindled into the count ot earl; and aoknkwf lodging iio liipe^ 
rior but the ibvereign, they bqfejthe hqmbl©;nnd^pro\»d title of 
peers or equals. The Nonnaiis ^intrhdH|^ luito 

England; where it was to<lje ,e«tdtidedf.lol|iilwho>;Wiere fo- 
lemnly ennobled the kii»g,iafad. thereby; Attained airight of 
fitting in the upper houfe, only; knownv m that; country, and 
thence ftyled, the Houfe of Pecrafer But irt Scotland: ;the, peers 
having at no period a leparatc houfe, aind aftCT, the extinction 
of the Scotifli parliaiilfintby the.llnion, havingfonly a.rightto 
feled fixteen^ their imaafeer ;; the title.remains hv its 9rigMiia.l: 
ftate, quite dmnCl from any reference to parliament. 

> The BtmrenUn ot Bannerets,^ were an intemediate oi)der,. 
between the. peers and the /atrdf :; poflibfling eftates of fuch exr 
tent, and of many knights f<»8*j th»6.they covild leada great 

* The reafier who is dehrous to fee a dtar fubj^ mbarralTed by a ftrange 
mixture of aiw names and old ideas,, and old names and new ideas, joined 
with’ a flmilaf confiifion of chronology, may cohfult Wallace on ancient Pe^t.^ 

•ages, Edin. 1785, 8vo.. 

number. 
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1 number of followers to the field, whence they had a title to 
1488 dilpky a banner'-. They were allb didinguilhed by their pe- 
v..Tn,r-wj* enfeigny^ or cri de guerre ; and by fupporters to their 
armorial bearings. , ’ » 

But the Scotifh or/<//r</f, had none of thefe high 

diftinftions. However fijiaU their freeholds, they had a title 
to fit in parliament^ as appears from the above a 61 s, exempting 
thoie under a certain revwae from any confiraint for appear- 
ance. In civiUmatters they could decide quefiions of debt, 
'and many of poITeffion within their baronies; regulate work' 
and wages ; and enforce the pay^ment of their rents. All 
criminal cafes fell under the cognilance of the /aird, except 
treafon, and the four pleas of the crown : he had the power of 
pit and gallows, or drowning female and hanging male cul- 
prits, convifted of theft or robbery; and his jurifdidlion com- 
prized marly penal ftatutes’. 

On the othw h^d humerous were the diftindlions between 
■the lord and the laird. The latter had no permanent denomi- 
nation, no peifbnai honour, his exifteuce was merely territo- 
rial; he.had ibleom inveftiture, no fixed rank, no prece- 
dency, nor was he addrdTed with any appropriated term. His 
tenants indeed called him Me^er‘{ not landlord, but this was a 
ilavilh relique of the days of villenage : and hence apparently 
the^cotifh phraft of for, the heir apparent to an eftatc, 

thus Mailer of fluptleyy of Darnley, and the like, frequent 
in our hiftory and records, and ftifi retained where there is no 
lecond title. 

Ttxfianiari was confined to the Icing or general ; the banner to peers and 
potent chiefs ; the guidon was a fmafl flag with two peaks or points, and fupe- 
lior t6 the pencill- or penon which ewry knight might put on his lance. See 
< 3 rorc hift. of Engl, II, 258. 

* Erlkine Principles of Sc. Law, b. I, t. 4, 1 14. 


The 
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. Theiame caufes. which operated in England were, by flower 
degrees, .to increafe the number of the Scotifli tenants in cajiite. 
Money being fcarce, gifts and rewards were commonly afligned 
inlands; and even a meflenger of good tidings was recom- 
penfed by a fpaall eflratc*. ; The nobles and lairds maintained 
their friends, and fecured the fidelity of theii* ibllowers, by 
fimilar donations but the tenure being from tWmlelves, as 
fuperiorsv the number ofperfons intitled to fit in parliament, 
or vote, had rcprefentatives been eflabliihed, was little fwelled 
^ their alienations. An inbora preference which meft men 
give to land above all other kinds of property, the defire of 
retirement cafe and a rural life, fo hatural to the bufy citizen, 
confpired to render the purchafe of land a great objeft of am* 
bition to the induilrious merchant, and to the fortunate adven- 
turer. Entails were unknown in Scptlaridj till the feventeenth 
century ; a deed of taillie mereljs^regulating the manner of fuc- 
ceflion, and commonly altering it from heirs general to heirs 
male*; but other obftacles prevented the free acquifition of 

land,, 

* Scotft. Cal. paiCm. This imporrant catalogue TonP'years ago, dif» 
covered by the author in the Harleian library ; and is now^ it it believed, print- 
ing in Scotland. The hrA volume is a tranfeript, but Sir John ^ott clerk of 
the RegiAcr has avouched the' others by his fighature at the end of every quire. 
The charters extend from 1309 to 1587, or later. 

* In that Angular work of poetry in profe, “ A trae hiftory of ieveral honour*- 
abie families of the name of Septt, by Capt. Walter Scott," £din. 1688,. 
1776, 4 tQ, we And p. 45, an account of nutperous penAoners of Scott of Buc- 
cleugh, twenty three of his own name, all enjoying* grants of lands. ClanAiip. 
caAly fpread when furnames were hardly known ; and to aAlime a name was to 
fecure an inheritance. 

There is a fund of odd fenfe in that book ; among other points the military 
poet fays. 

The rear is the Ascond ‘place, if foldiers be but Abut^ 

They are fure to have the van, if the word htfiffufobtut ! 

* Dalr. on feudal property, 16s, 163, where it is alfo Aiewn that Craig,, 
who wrote about the year i6oo, knew notj^ng of entails in the. modern fenfe. 
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land, fo eflential to the circulation of the blood of the ftate^ 
An able judge even (uppofes that the jus retraHus prevailed, 
by whiph a right of redemption eipofed the purchafer to an 
uncertainty in his property, a bar at once to its* enjoy nt^l^j^nd 
improvement. While the famous fla^te of Qp/'a 'Emptjjjis 
was to diffufe wealth and cultivation through England ; in the 
adjacent kingdom the heritable proprietor was ic^e diftin- 
guifhed by the heritable fterility of his poflef^pr^^d by a 
firm entail of indolence and poverty. Yet*^y degrees com- 
merce and indufiry were to affert their rights, private vicp^ 
were to becoihe public benefits ; and landed prodigality was to 
minifler to the national advancement. And though many of 
the purchafed lands held of the under lords, there is little room 
to doubt that the freeholders of the crown were increafed by 
this progrefs of ibcicty : but a juft eftimate of their number 
could only be formed from ai^numeration of the charters in 
the rcgifter at various periods, a toil perhaps furpalling the 
value of the information. 

TJiat no reprefentatives for the counties appeared till. 158 7, 
is fufiicientl^lear from the filence of the ftatutes, and records : 
and the a 61 of James II, concerning the parliamentary dreis, 
is mute concerning the commiflioners of the fhires, or even 
the lefler barons in general, though moft particular in regard to 
the earls, lords, and burgeffes. It is hence to be inferred that 
the lairds appeared in parliament in their ufual drefs ; nor .dpes 
it appear that, in latter tildes, the reprefentatives of fhires were 
diftinguifhable by their apparel from the bvu’geiles. 

To clofc this difeuflion concerning the le^er barons^ the 
length of which can only be excufed by their importance in 
the national and conftitutional fcalej and the fingularity of 

It was in the «ign gy^harles II that they began to be frequent in Scotland. 
Ib. 165. In the re* of James VI the lairds amounted to about one tlioufaad. 

Certaine Matters," &c. 1594. 


their 
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their rank in fbciety, wh6n compared with more civilized go- 14^7— 
Mi^nments, it (hall only be further obferved, that the term laird ' 488 
has 'become of no re(pe6l, and is even ironically applied to the 
portioner of land, whole eftate is half a ^eld, but who joins 
the induft^ of ah arti^n to the healthy purluits of his little 
agriculpH®||feFbi’ ^e denomihatibn, being territorial, is only 
hohti(yw|^^'ipjro|)^ion to the territory ; while the Englilh 
term Efquire, affighed to "any man who bears a (hield, or in 
other words has.’ an armorial blazon, is a perlbnal didiudlion, 
extended to opvn^ce, to eminence of talents, to fortunate in- 
duftry, as well asta jfphfiderable pofleflions of land. 

In paffing to the laft divifiori of the national council, the 
Burgefles, it is firft to be obferved that rite Royal Burghs alone 
had a right, or rather, to (peak in the language of the times, 
were burdened by their tenures from the crown with the heavy 
duty of (ending reprefentatives ‘to parliament. The Burghs 
of Barony^ or thole that held of great barons whether temporal 
or (piritual, were exempt from this flavery : Glalgow for. in- 
(lance though a burgh of fome confequence, even then, as 
holding of the bilhop, lent no commiiHioner. To Ifeole already 
mentioned, in the above roll, may be added Berwick, Jedburgh, 
Selkirk, Peebles, Lanark, Dunbar,. Kinghorn, Forfar, Brechin, 
Wigton, Kirkudbright, Irvin, Dunbarton, North Berwick, In- 
verkeithing, Coupaci Perth, Montrofe, and others ^ ; (b that 
the reprelentatives for the burghs might have amounted to 
between thirty and fortey, if another lingular pradice had not 
prevailed, that of many of thi burghs appointing the reprefen- 
tatives of the others to be their proxies ; every method of ex- 
emption 'from attendance being feduloully pradifed, in order 
to avoid the trouble and expence. 

^ See Carm. 59, pari* 1479* In 1682 they amounted to fixty. Prefent 
State of Scotland, London i682> 8vo, p. 131— 134- 
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i437'~‘ ^ fefHon of a parliament conmionlj lafted onij a few 

1488 days, the chief magillrates of the biirgjhs could attend, withcmt 
' . a long abfence from their duty ; and it that they were 

generally the reprefentatives, ; The o^aiehic form of muni- 
eipality, introduced by James III, f^cenanjiy cbnfmed itihe elec- 
tion to the towo-'Cbuncil, ^ hiody of the .h^igeircs,;^ff freemen 
being excluded* ; Hence it is loomputed that there are not in 
$Cotland, at; thi^ day* above three thou&hd voters fer national 
reprefehtativl^ ei&er^tf counties or towns *. 

. In the earliefe^cdtifh parliaments, i^,.?which we have any 
record, it appears that deputies *for the burghs attended, to 
fettle the pmportiQO of tiuces, which bear; 

and it is not implo^bk principal 

burghs may. be inclt^disd m. iaminest or 

preud-hommsi and /etn of -the moft ancient 

national councils ‘ Many ^arxoieat Englilh cufboms may be 
traced in mcu% napdem Scptidi vd^ges; mid for this reafbn the 
fiudy of the ’latter is impmtaiit in both kingdoms. 

That the ma^rates of. the?;C^ towns were, in an appro- 
priated fenfe, members of the befere the reign 

of Heniy Ill,ui;Pnglandj aiid lloliih^ I in Scotland, there is 
unhappily no pofttive proof : thatv^ attended^ efpedaUy 

in cafes of taxation, probably at the bar^ there is fame 
pro(^, . and every reafbn torihfcr. In Scotland there were 
neither towns nor commerce, dll* a oomparatively late period; 
but the ulages are evidently (rf ^nglilh origin, conflant inter- 
courfe, and an amky feldOm;jlhterrupted, having prevailed 
between the natbns, dU the bafe and wakingly cohduft of 
Edward I forced Scotland into the arms of France. Now in 

• Dalr. 330. 

* For thofe of Scotland &t dni Statuta Willielffli, et Akxandri Secundi, apud 
Skene Reg. Maj. 
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Engkncly as i* 6ther kingdoms, no reprefentatives 1437— 

from towns could ajlpdar in eaYlf times; and the numerous 1488 
barbaric codes of laws, 'though minute in other points, 
are, k is beiievbd^ compleKily iU^t^ ^ this head,, 

but on municipal rcguldtion* -T^bisrealbn is clear ; it was be- 
caufe the barbarians who oyerb^ned the Roman empire de- 
tefted the civks lift*! and pre&rvi^.ti^ ancient mral manners^ 
and occupations. The towM beibg conquered, had no right 
to expefl: a reprdTeotation in the nation^ affemblies of their 
victors, held in ample plains tmder the canopy of heaven; 
and it was to the contempt and indiiterence of the conquerors, 
that they were commonly indebted for fuch privileges as they 
retained, asThe "fight of eleSing their ovirn magiftrates, and 
other minute reliques of freedom. Wl^h the Saxons, when 
the Normans conquered Englandy the fame caufea muft have 
operated; the Engli^ repre&ntatiV|es of London muft have 
made a krange appearance in kn alRmbiy of Norman free* 
holders, to whofe language and laws they wem^ablblute Gran- 
gers. But the mS^iGrates might be called to the bar, to advife 
and give their conGnt to the beG manner of proportioning a 
tax, and enforcing its colle£lion iti their rei^e€tive towns, the 
language of money being very auditde and clear. 

On looking into the hiGQfy<^^i^ Scotiih parliaments, we 
accordingly find the bdfgdO^ i^>ecie% the oc- 

cahon of a tax impoled-by’^illiam Even in the reign of 
James II,’ as W^ afterwards s^pear in thisiretrolpe^, they fat 
at the bar of the national Cpunck t- inthat of James III fevcral 
afls bear to be paflMJ by the clei^ and lords ; in 1504 a Ipe-' 
cial ftatute appears, ordaining that the* commiffaries aiid 
heads.menof the burghs be warned when taxes or contribu- 

* Fordtu), i, $29, A.D. 1211. 
abba 
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1427— tlons are given, to have their advice therein, as one of the 
1488 three eBates of the realm*.” In 1560 we find ten Jirovojls 
the chief towns among the lords of the articles As the 
fiatutes are filcnt concerning the mode of ^ eleflion, and repre- 
fentation, for burghs, it would fcem that one or two of the 
magiftrates were nominated by;the others, or by the council. 

The Royal Burghs were indeed bound by their tenures, as 
holding in chief of the crown, to attend the parliament ; but 
as proxies were allowed, and the fine itfelf . for' abfence was 
only ten pounds, the tenure was neglected and illudcd. Nor 
could the incorporation of a burgh by rt^al charter be an 
ufage of much antiquity in Scotland, perhaps not more an> 
eient than the reign of David I. 

So much for the Burgefles, the only real commons of Scot- 
land; the lelfer barons having weakly preferred an infignificant 
mixture with, the peers to the, noble ambition of heading a Ic- 
parate alTembly. Modem party has embroiled many of the 
quefiiom on this lubjefl ; a whig wifiiing to increafe the anti- 
quity and power qf the commons, while a tory endeavours to 
diminifh*them : hut to plahi'ienfe, and cool rdafbn, the topic 
is only important as illuftrativc of hiftory ; nor can the difcuf- 
fion of barbaric cuftoms hinder, or advance, the caule of en- 
lightened freedom. 

Having thus confidered the fbyeral clafifes of men, which 
compofed the three eftates of the national council, one of the 
moil interefting obje^ ;in modern hifiory ; Ibme other parti- 
culars remain to be Bated, in order to prefent clear informa- 
tion concerning its conftitution, and procedure. 

The number of the memberSj we have feen, amounted to 
about one hundred and ninety; but fropa die rqlls there. never. 

* Cap. 85. * Robeitfon Append. N® IV. 
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appears more than half the number; the othcra being abfeht 1437-. 
from ficknels, diftartce, feuds, monage, efpecial affairs, or other 1488 
reafonable caufes ; and fome fronf contumacy, or an oppofitlon 
to the meafures of the court af the* time. Even in- modern 
times to fecure the attendance of a certain number, in a na- 
tional council, the members oujght to double that number. 

James I ordered, in 1426, that ho prelate, earl, bdfon, or free- 
holder, fhould appear by a procurator, except on proving a 
lawful caufe of ablence \ It would feem that the procurators 
are omitted in the rolls, and often indeed one member might 
appear for many-; but fbmetimes a law^yOr was proxy for an 
abfent peer ; and the omi^on might be according to the forms, 
or intended to diicountenance the praftice. At any rate the 
omiflion of the procurators muft confiderably abbreviate the 
rolls of parliament. 

It was a royal prerogative to ilimmon the general coinicil, 
which was donfe by letters,: uitder the fignet, to the clerical 
members, and greater barons ; and by precepts from chanceiy 
to the fheriffs, for general fummonfes to all members relident 
in each fhire. During a minority this prerogative was exerted 
by the council of regency ; but few or no permanent laws were 
ever paiTed, except when the fovereign had attained the years 
of majority preferibed by law. 

The members havingy 4 lday or t#o before, arrived in the 
city or town where ihe ’'pari&nient was to be held, oh ‘the ' 
morning of the nafeeting they* ^a^fembkd at ah ’appointed place, 
and proceeded ort bbrieback'ih grfeat llatfe’ to their This 

proceffion was called thh -Riding of ‘th^’ Parliament, and Was 

* Cap. 52. The a^iipf;ft504 p?*«ohac!b'8itoU^pfejir for the IciTcr 

barons. Mr. Wight, p. 57, feems rightly to infer that both the ftatutes, of 
1458, and 1504, only abfolve the perfons from attendancci on condition that 
they fent proxies. 
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a fingularity retained to the lateft period of the Stotifli tefglfla- 
ture. Amid the found of numerous tru'mpetsV and the armo- 
rial difplays erf" heralds, firft appeared the coihmiliioners of the 
burghs, then the lefler barons ; ft^wed by thie lords, the 
bilhops, the earls, the arehbilhops, the dttkes. ifhree chofen 
peers bore the crowns fdeptre, arid f^ordi before the monarchy 
whd Was attended by his guards. At the deter of dbWhall fat 
the lord high coriflkble, t:d receive themembersaariiieyalighted, 
and probably in his original office of giving btdefs concerning 
the ftablirig of their horfes till their fehirn 
The <?lct^ prohably took their feats on the the peers 
on the left of' the throne, as iri England : and fo numerous 
were the formw, that the lelTer batons prefeiit would merely 
complete the Ici^ ranks. At the bottom, near, or perhaps 
without, the bar, fat.the Commiffioriets of the burghs. The 
clerk of the regifter was apparently the clerk of parliament: 
and it is to be inferred that he^ imd lome other officers of flate, 
fat in ffie rniddle before thd^ 

The roll being cSlled, and $Hne other formalities arranged, 
the chancellor, or j^ctimes’ife f^r^^ made a fhOrt fpeech; 
and as ffiey were-cOtihmoniy it was in the nature 

^ See the prints of the Riding of the ScotUh paitUsih<«t in rite reign of 

* Tbit fi^s |he Chsnceltor, and 

other W ftate, At the thiremf ; ud WqW tKetn'the Lords of Sef-. 

fion or judges r in A* two td>fes, one bmhiir ftfe re^affa by uriiich 

ftt the Cokable Ind MaiStthf at die edier was the elerib’ of reciter, \irith bis 
deputy clerks Who are the eleriA ef ;padja^^ ; P. 84, $5, 

In Cal. fi. y, a66, is 'a^ the Sc^f^ parliament in the reign of 

James VI. At that time tiib members continued in town while the lords of 
the articleS'At, being a we^ Or two, and all met on the iaft day to approve or 
condemn. Parliament was either nirttit j the former cafe required a 

proclamation of forty Ays before anotHi^ coufd be held j the latter only of fif- 
te^days. 
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of a iermon the time, feafoned with ktin quotations from 1437— 
fcr^turc. The three eftates then proceeded to their chief of- 1488 
ficc, ^ appoiutment of commitees^f juftice, and of the ar- 
tides ; who being feleded, the otW members were at liberty 
to depart to their reCpedive homes : and often did not affemblc 
till next year, when they gave their fandion to the laws pre- 
pared by the committees. But it alfo often happeiKp^ that the 
ftatutes and ordinances were^already ftuQuoned by the chancel- 
lor, and other dSicers of ftatei^ or could eafily be forwarded; 
fo that the members remained in the town, and even continued 
their feffion occafionally fimn five to fifteen days, the laft of 
which was appropriated to the pronunciation of the decifions 
of the committee of juftice, ui preftnee of the whole houle’. 

As the members were ineledive, the commiffioners of the 
burghs alone excepted, the prorogation, or dUTolution, of the 
parliament could not be alternatives of great confequence. 

In England, at this period, a parlianaent ieldom iat above one 
feffion of twenty or thirty daysi but ftfmetimes three ieffions 
were known. The general form of the Scotiffi parliament 
feems to have been annual ; and the magiftrates, who repre- 
fented the towns, being commonly of yearly continuance in 
office,^ it may be difficult to point out an inftance of a proro- 
gation from one year to another : though thofe of two or three 
months in the lame year are not unfrequent*. A curious in- 
ftance of the prmx)gation of a parliament, followed by its dif- 
Iblution, occurs in the records. In the turbulent laft year of 
the reign of James III, a parliament met in Jannaiy, and was 
prorogued to May. But on die 17th February 1488, James 
iffued the following oridcr. “ We ^ you to wit that our love- 

* ^ V 

* Tlie vote of Nm hqtui was latterly allowed, as In the Roman fenatc ; but 
the ufual votes Or n»t ; (Pief. State 87, 88, j an expreflion 

rather belonging to fandion than delate. ‘ ' 
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1^27— tjy the advice of his council, has for certain Tea*' 
1488 fonable and great caufcs, deferted and dilTplved his parliament, 
which was formcrljr prorogued till the ii^ .day of . May next 
to come: and has ordained a new genersd,: parliament, < to he 
let, and proclaimed tp |)e ;hn)4en at JEdinburgh the twelfth day 
of May next to cornie, with continn^on of days; and general 
precepts to pal^ |p Ibrd^j/ptelates, .barons, freeholders, and 
commifTaries; and wi^^|[pecM letters his .fgnet to all 

the prelates, and grea|::J<>^^ reahn,. to.ftew and declare 
to them thp,(^cauile of the fitting of his laid parliament/.” 
Thefe 4 ’®ciai; i?!ttet8 it is to hp irefumed, ' James did not direct 
to his enemie^s s|id it is even probable that, they were never 
fent fo metnbers iA omiffion which might 

be regarded as a hint that their abfence would be more agree- 
able.., ' .■ 

After the parliaipent, the Privy Council attraCis the greateft 
attention by its dignity and importance. The nature of this 
meeting has been alr^dy explained in the preceding retrofped, 
where it is oblerved that it.lucceeded the Aula Regis t or King’s 
Court. This court, ancier^y, held - in a hall of the palace, 
has been by fome authors confouncled with the nationa! coun- 
cil; and the va^eA^noxxym<^, and impure latinity, of the 
writers of the middle ages, have fometimes blended the terms 
curia and cps^/ium,^{o as to occ^on a doubt whether the lat- 
ter be a general or .privy council; and whether the former be 
a fenate or parliament in the claflic acceptation, or an aftedled 
fubftitute for the curtis or court of the king. The explanations 
of glolFarifts are alfo arbitrary, and often derived from a fingle 
fentence, without confidering the Icope of preceding and fuc- 
ceediiig paragraphs, or the affedled fenfe in which a particular 

* Kaims’ Efiay on Brit. Ant. p. 54. 


writer 



RETROSPECT. 377 

writer may ufe a particular expreflion. That the king’s court 1437— 
was merely of confultation, and of judicature in particular 1488 
cafes, like the lucceeding privy council, there is every reafon 
fo infer ; and if the parliament be ftyled the royal court, in 
barbaric latinity, it is an abufe of terms. The king’s baron- 
courts were a kind of inquefls, confining of the great officers 
of the crown, and other chief barons to judge on important 
crimes and caufes : even they differed much from the courts 
held by the barons themlelves, becaule the monarch, however 
controuled and irapoveriffied by the great barons, yet main- 
tained during the feudal ages a iublime and fuperlative charac- 
ter in the conftitution, as the fountain of honour, the general, 
and chief magiftrate, of the ftate. But from thefe courts the 
parliament, or general council, was dillinguifhed in many 
ways. I. It fucceeded the general alTemblies of the German 
tribes, mentioned by Tacitus, who lays that on finaller mat- 
ters, or particular cafes, the nobles met and decided ; while 
in larger the whole community aflembled to determine on 
affairs of general intereft ’. The former was the king’s baron- 
court ; the latter a parliament : *the former was a meeting of 
the notables; the latter of the Hates general. 2. The aula 
rfgis, or king’s baron-court, though perhaps the former con- 
fifted only of the chief officers of Hate, the latter added the 
great barons, yet whether the fame, or diHindl, never poflefled 
any legiflative power. 3, The Hates general often oppofed 
the royal will ; and the Englifli parliament even depofed 
Richard II ; attributes which no fancy can aferibe to the king’s 
■own courts, which exiHcd only in virtue of his authority. 

4. The king’s courts met in his palaces, while no parliament 
ever fat in a royal manfion ; but in convents, abbeys, guild- 


^ Germ, c, xi. 
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1 43 7—- halls, and other detached places It may be added that the 
1488 tenure in capite was not a right to fit in parliament ; it was on 
' ■ ~ the contrary an obligation^ in order that the national council, 
in which the fovercign appeared in his greateft lullre, might 
be numeroufly attended, and nOt exhibit fynjptoms of difatfcc- 
tion by the rarity of the members. Before the feudal tenures 
prevailed, there can be no doubt but that every free-man had 
a right to appear in the general alTembly, while the king’s 
court was facred to the chiefs ; and I'uppofing a barony aUo- 
dial, or free from tenure, that circumftance could not have 
operated againft the right of its pofleflbr to appear in the na- 
tional council. But the imall tribes, general affemblies, and 
idle life, of the ancient Germans, being followed by wide 
kingdoms in which no general aflembly could be held, and by 
various occupations, it became neceflary to enforce attendance 
by tenure, and fines ; means from which the queftion of right, 
acquired by tenure, is extremely remote. 

In the more ancient periods of Scotifh hiftory the kings 
were the chief judges in faft, as well as in law ; and lat, at 
particular times, before a g 4 te of the palace to hear and deter- 
mine caufes, efpecially thofc of the poor. This judicature 
was, in more polifhed times, exerted by the monarch, in con- 

* Dr. Gilbert StiiaUt on the Public Law and Conftitution of Scotland, p. 81, 
107, edit. 1784. It is to be regreted that the ufeful information, and folid 
argument, fometimes prefented in this work, fliould be diftorted by the author’s 
pcrfonal animoiity againft Dr. Robertfon a writer of great talents. Dr. Stuart's 
ftyle i.s alfo too turgid, and declamatory, to prefent clear information on obfeure 
topics; and the abominable plan, or rather confufton, invented by Bayli-, who’ 
emptied his common-place book on his didionary, has been unhappily followed 
by both Robertfon and Stuart, in their. enquiries on the progrefs of focicty, &c. 
while the fliort text, and long notes at the end, not only prefent a moll unclaflical 
mode of compolition, but feem merely calculated to difmember and confufc a 
fubjed, and opprefs the patience of the reader. 
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junftion tvlth his privy council: but it was chiefly ufod in 1437— 
punifliing riots, and in other Ipecial cafes which demanded a *488 
fpeedy remedy, and could not be deferred till the meeting of ' ' * 

a parliament, the laft court of refort. In the laft century It 
'u as to Ufurp the odious powers of a ftar-chamber, and its foil 
u^as matter of national exultation. 

Such numerous, minorities occur in the hiftory of the Scotifo 
monarchs, that the ftate of the government at tliole periods 
deferves much attention, and will be found explained infeveral 
paflages of the hiftorical narration; Jt appears that the privy 
council retained its chief powers under a Council of Regency, 
though the officers of ftate were often the principal members 
of both. 

Thci'c Officers of State themfelves claim the next confide- 
ration ; and their original importance in the government, and 
in the national hiftory, demands that particular attention fliould 
be paid to their diftindl duties and privileges. . 

In Scotland thofo of chief confequeiice at this period were 
the Lieutenant General of the Kingdom; the Steward, an 
office now held by the prince, and little exerted ; the Confta- 
ble ; the Marlhall ; the Chancellor ; the Great Chamberlain t 
the Treafurer ; the ’ Jufticiary ; the Admiral j the Mafter of 
the Houfehold; the Privy Seal; the Comptroller ; the Secre- 
tary. Among thofe of fmaller moment may be named the 
Clerk of the Regifter ; the 'Freaforer depute ; the King’s Ad» 

X ocate ; the Jufticc Clerk ; the King’s Chamberlain. 

The firft named of thefe offices, though almoft unknown to 
all writers on our conftitution, was dpubtlel's the fecond in the 
kingdom, and almoft amounted to a regency during a weak 
reign Of a minority. The Lieutenant General commanded ffic 
w hole military array and force of the realm ; being a fub- 
ftitute for the king himfelf, in his high capacity of general of 
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* 437— the nation. • We ihave &en the ambitidiis Robert duke of AI- 
*488 appear lu thb fynonymous charadlers of lieutenant gene- 

'"‘"'^’^'ral, {tnd governor of the kingdom, during the reign of Ro- 
bsTt ^Ui his brother; The potent earls of Douglas held this 
office in the minority of the fecond James 1 :and it appears at 
intervals in the minority, and reign, of James V. 

The ilcAvardfliipi upon the acceffion of the Houfe of Stuart, 
merged in the principality. As David duke of Rothlay was 
the foie prince; <df that family, who came to majority after the 
acceffion of the family, the kings held die lands and privileges 
of the office : and James IV, in the parliament of 1490, was 
•to order that all the free-holdere of the fteward-lai^s “ ffiould 
appear and airfwer in the parliaments, and court of circuit, 
with their luits and prelence, in a proper manner, till our 
fovereigtt lord have ^a fon, 'luho Jkall be immeiiiate betwixt the 
king andthan^ te Mtfwer far them in the /aid parliaments ^ and 
xourts of jufieiary : •axeh fuit-roUs to be made thereupon, which 
ffiall endure till theprincc be born * A ftatute requiring the 
explanation • of Ibme legal aiitiquary . 

The Conftable, originaUy as the name implies, the officer 
who had charge of the royal ftables, arde by degrees to be 
commander in. diief under the Ibvereign ; and continued in 
that high rank in France, even in the century now under 
view. His office in Scotland appears to have been vague, and 
titular; and was confined. to.; the arrangement of the royal 
cam^, a duty which fcldom occurred ; to the reception of the . 

‘ . ' . , . , ■ , r -4 .■< , > , . 

* Cap, 16, Mr. Wight, p. 63, feems to underftand that the prince was the 
natural reprefehtattve of his tenants in parliament ; and Ibe his appendix, p. 468, 

* f(tar a piper Ihewing that noblemen were underilcKxl' tb neprefent their lands, 
even h late as i68f . . A curious topic too amplu foHIircuirion hercj as leading 
to great queftions ; whether the nobles were not at firft confidcred as repre/entmg 
their tenants \ the origin of reprefeniarives for ihires, after a county had ceafed 
to be fynonymous witk an earldom ^ and others of limiiar import. 
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menftiers of pai{iament,<a£f riie tibor of tbefir hall ; and other 1437-^ 
objefts*of:mt)re'luiftrettHan«utilitip.> '^heiioble family of Hay *4^8 
have long jnheritfed' this' JofficeV wh have feen it nfurped'"*’"'^"*^ 
for a' feafoti by fibyd earl of tArraii : Jrit het might perhaps ap- 
pear as* a dclc^tc for the aged ekiidfErroh’ - '' 

The Marlhall tnader of the horfe j^as the Senefchall, 
Stywirdj d'f “ Steward, was of the : herds and' flocks, ‘ the chief 
wealth 6f early times. The rnarfball ought to have arranged 
the army m battle: ami he was. the chibfjudge in the courts 
of chivalry, to determine points ^of honodr and arms. He was 
alfo confldered as a commander in ithe 'field ; ;and the BVench 
marechals long retained the office. The hereditary mtfrfhahy 
of Scotland continued, for centuries m* the family of Keith. 

■ In thereign of Jamesni the Chancellor arofe to a precedence 
next to the prince of the blood. : \ He was prcfident and fpeaker 
of parliament ; examined, and pafled^ charters under the great 
feal; waS'prefident of the privy council, where and in the 
committees of parliament, the cxercifed great juridical func- 
tions. In fhort he had the chief . rank in civil affairs, as the 
Lieutenant General had in milkaryft 
The Great Chamberlain, an office originally ■ joined with 
that of Trealurer,.CQlle61ed the royal revenues,, and accomptcd 
for the expenditure. His jurifdidaon, as appears from the 
Jter Camerarii, was very extenfive : and a great proportion of 
the revenue arifing from the cuftoms, and other duties paid by 
the royal burgh8,!they were committed, to his particular charge. 

The management of the raagiftrates, the ufe made of the pro- 
perty of the towns, the complaints and difputes of the burgefles 
and craftfinen, the prices of provifions, the rules of barter and 
fale, were among the. objefils of his authority’. The collec- 

> See the Iter Cameraiii ia Skeac j andStuiirt, p. 33. 

tion 
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1437 — tion of' the royal revenues, and his power over the coHe£l:ors» 
1488, were alfo foufccs of great influence. But the power of the 
^ Cliamberlain over the Burghs was conliderably reftrided by the 
Court of Four Burghs, confifting of commillioners from; thefc 
towns, who were fummoned extraordinarily to hear appeals 
from the Chamberlain’s circuit courts : but their ancient an- 
nual meeting was at Haddington 'I'liefe four burghs were 
Edinburgh, Stirling, Roxburgh, and Berwick; till the two 
latter falling into the hands of the Englilh^ it was ordered in 
the parliament of March 1368 that Lanark and Liolithgow 
be fubftituted, referv'ing the rights of the former when re- 
taken The meeting of commiflioners of the burghs at In- 
verkeithing, authorifed by James III to form mercantile re- 
gulations, feems little to have increafed their importance in 
national leale. 

Latterly the office and power of the chamberlain Were lhared 
by the T realurer, w'ho received and expended fuch of the royal 
revcitucs, as belonged to the private expence of the king and 
his family. This office was introduced in 1454 by Janies I, 
on his return from England 

The Jufticiary was originally an officer of great power, as 
appears from the Iter yujiictarii. His jurifdi 6 lion was both 
civil and criminal; and he held circuit courts twice in the 
year. Treafbn, and the four pleas of the crown, were fjie- 
cially referved for his cognizance. But while the yujlizd of 
Arragon was to Controul the monarchs, the Scotifli Jufticiary 
ne\ er attained any preeminence above other officers of ftate. 
On the contrary his power was divided there being often a 
Jufticiary for the counties fouth of the Forth -and Clyde, and 
another for the north Till the office was affigned heredi- 

* 4to. Reg. f. 53-. * Ibid. ‘ Crawf. Off. 252. 

’ The (latutcs, by their frequent mention of the JuJIUes, feem to indicate 
more ; the deputies of the Judiciaries may be implied. 

tarily 
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tartly to the noble family of Argyle by James V, it had been 1437— 
held by Sir Robert Lauder of Bafs, and other names hardlv 
known in hiftory. And when Charles I withdrew it from 
Argyle it palTed to Sir Thomas Hope, and aftertt'ards to Sir 
Ludovic Stuart, men of talents, but far remote from the charac- 
ter of Spanifh JuJlizas. It is fometimes uleful to collate do- 
meftic cuHoras with foreign ; but to form general views of the 
feudal l}ftem, and afterwards apply them to particular coun- 
tries, without a profound and laborious ftudy of their hiftory, 
is a prattice pregnant with errors. The feudal fyftem of each 
European kingdom forms quite a diAin< 5 t province. It is 
eafier indeed to draw materials from the literature of b'rance, 
England, and other enlightened countries, than to fearch into 
obfeure chronicles, old manufcripts,. and records, for the ge- 
nuine hiftory of the Scotilh conftitution. But an infinite con- 
fufioti ariies from an injudicious mixture of our hiftory, and 
antiquities, even with thole of England : they ouglit leduloufly 
to be keeped apart; and the ikillful reader may afterwards 
himfelf compare the topics, as treated by tlie hilh^rians, law- 
yers, and antiquaries of the lifter nations. 

It is to be regretted ^t we have fo few materials for the 
hiftory of the next important office, that of Admiral ; nor to 
the notices, fcattered in the hiftorical narrative, can any tiling 
be here added. His jurifdi6lion in maritime affairs, in tlie 
reign of James III, appears from the reference of the I’inglilh 
to his judgment, concerning the capture of veffels, and com- 
penfatidns on that account. In latter times he was Jufticc- 
general upon the feas, on frelh waters within flood-mprk, and 
in all harbours and creeks ; his authority extended to all mari- 
time caufes, comprehending queftions of charter-parties, 
freights, falvages, bottomries, and the like. His delegate is 
the judge of the high court of admiralty ; and he may appoint 

inferior 
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1 7__ inferior deputies for diftridls, but their fentences are rubje6t to 
1488 the revifal of the high court. The admiral’s juriiHiftion is fu- 
premc, and no queftion can be transferred even to the feflion, 
except by fulpcnfion or reduction. Even many mercantile 
cafes are bv ufeee fubmitted to the admiral 

The. lord Privy Seal was an officer of conflderable confi- 
dence, who put ffic royal fignet to gifts of moveables, and 
other fmall grants not requiring feizin. The Secretary wrote 
the royal letters, and managed feveral private departments of.; 
bufinefs ; latterly he came to be an officer , of high rank andt 
importance, and his frequent accefs to the royal ear gave him 
fuch influence that he almoft rivalled the chancellor. 

The Mafter of the Houfehold,- Magijier Hofjiitti^ fuperii^'*. 
tended the royal domeftics ; and the Comptroller lhared the 
former offices of the chamberlain, and treafurer, by regulating 
the expences and checking the accompt, and fupplying tem- 
porary advances of money. 

The clerk of the regifter, or mafter of the rolls, had the 
care of the records and charters, and was clerk of parliament.. 
The treafurer-depute’s duty is explained by his appellation. 
Royal caufes, and profecutions for c^^mes, clpecially treafon, 
were prerogatives of the king’s advocate. The juftice-clerk, 
or clerk of jufticiary, was an alTeffor to the Jufticiary, to affift 
him ill points of law ; and the lord juftice-clerk remains an 
office of importance. The king’s chamberlain, or private 
chamberlain, was an officer of great favour and truft ; Sir 
William Crichton held this place, while Sir John Forefter was 
great chamberlain ; and the former was more in confidence 
with James I, than the latter. 

* Erlkine, Principles, b. 1 , t. 3, $ 18. 

In 



RETROSPECT. 

In paffing from the conftitution, and court, to the admi- 
niftration of juftice, the following ordinance of James II may 
be added to the intelligence ponceming the Mairs and Scrjands. 
“ Our fovereign lord, and his three eftatcs, ordain and deter- 
mine that if any of his Officiars, or ShcriS, Mairs, Baillics, 
Crowners, Serjands, Provofts of Burghs, and; their deputies, 
either in town or country, be fpyind faulty or negligent in the 
execution of their offices, and the offence may be legally 
proved or notorioufly known ; if the faid office belong to him 
in fee or heritage, he ffiall lofe his office, and the profit 
H^eof, for a year and a day, and be punilhed by the king in 
las perfon, and efiefts according the t^lpaB : if his office 
be not of inheritance, he ffiall entirely abandon it, and be 
puniffied in his perfon according to his trefpids, at the royal 

chief object of thefe retrolpe^s to retrieve from the 
darknefs of antiquity fuch information as may have elcaped 
rcfearch. The duties of the ffieriff have been fre- 
quently explained; but the Coroner^ an officer of high impor- 
tance in various ftages of ourvhifl:ory, leems unknown to our 
legal or antiquarian enquiries. His function may be illuftrated 
by the following ftatutes, whichi at the fame time throw a 
ft'tong light on the adminiftrition of jjffiicej at the period of 
the laff parlianiiMit James IIL 

It is thought expedient^ and ordain^, for the advance-, 
iftcnt of juiricej the bringtiig ini of trefpaflfers to law, and their 
plifiiffiffiPiit* ;that In time! to come when the receives 

^ and:traiJtity \S there be any perffins difobedient; 

"* Pdfteous^ or Pof’ltfs, in its original meaning is a breviary, or fmall book 6T 
•divine offices of fuch a fize as to be cafily carried abroad : parti/mum. It is 
bem a lift of criminals. 

.;*^L. I, 
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i4nj,_whom he dares not, nor is it in his power to arreft, in that 

1488 cafe the Crowner fhalll pafi to the lord and baron of the barony 
where they dwell. And if he dwell not withpi a barony, he 
lhall pafs to the flicrilF of the (hire, and fliew his fiorteous, that 
he has fuch perfons thcreiiiimcntioned, and enquire if the lord, 
baron, or IherifF, will 1^ furety and pledge for thefe perfons, 
to produce them at the circuit. If they confent, he {hall de- 
liver to thena ^ the names that they may become pledges, by 
writings fealed and fub£:ribed. And if they refufe to be fure- 
ties, he ihall require the lord, barony or (heriff^ in the king’s 
name, either to pals, or feiid their officers, with their follow- 
ers and {ervants in fiifficient number, with the faid Crowner, 
or affifl; and aid him in making .'the arrefl, or feizing him who 
will not become furety, till he- be brought to the fheriff, to be 
retained till the circuit. Any lord, baron, or IherifF refufing, 
to forfeit ten pounds to the king, the Crowner proving the 
offence It is thought expedient for the punifhment of 

criminals, who elcape from the Crowner, that in future he 
{hall bring {iich to the {tariff', who fhall keep them prilbuers 
on our fovereign lord’s expehce, tifll the next circuit, and then 
prefent them .to the Julliciary. The {heriff lhall be allowed 
from the exchequer three-pence a day for each, on bringing a 
certificate from the Jufticiary. If the Iheriff refufe to receive 
the criminals brought by the Crowner, he lhall incur the danger 
and unlaw ’ of the Jufticiary-circuit, to the fourth court, as a 
furety Ihould do in defiiult of producing the perlbn arrelled*.” — 
“ It is ordained that becaufe the Crowners in times pall, 
through erroneous cuftom and abuleof the law, after a criminal 
was convidled before the Jufticiary, and condemned to death, 
would immediately pafs or fend to efeheat the effeds of luch 

• 1487, c. 99. * be lyabic to punifhment and fine. < Ibid. c. loi. 
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criminals, though belonging to the king, and appropriate a 1437— 
part of the corn, cattle, ‘and other efFefils, neither in law nor *4^8 
reafon appertaining to their office. Therefore it is decreed 
that in future no Crowner pretend to take any fuch effedls, till 
the Iheriff or his deputy fhall pals or fend, examine the effefts, 
and allot the Crowner his Iharcj the remaiftder to be delivered 
to the king’s treafurer; nor lhall the Iheriff deliver more to 
the Crowner than his legal portion. Puniflirhent, m of rob- 
bery Another ftatute ordains that, on the laft day of the 
circuit, the Jufticiary ihall appoint a jury to examine if the 
fheriff and coroner have done their duty : and another decrees 
to the latter a young labouring horfe, if any be, among the 
effects of an executed malefiiftor 4 . * • 

From other evidence it appears that die family of the Neil- 
Ibns had, in the reign of James been heritable cbroners of 
Bute for two hundred years % and in 1535 Hugh earl of Eg- 
linton was appointed Coroner’ of the county of Cunningham, 
on the refignation of Cunnin^iam of Caprinton^. During 
the civil commotions, in the reign of Charles I, the military- 
force of each county was led hy & Crowiier*, a term which 
appears to have been liicceeded by that of OolbneL 

In 1475 gifts of lieutenancy were iffued. by James III to 
Lennox, Argyle, Athole, Huntl^, of various fherifidoms in 
which their eftates'lay. Nor were the clergy averfe to fuch 
fecular authority ; among other inftances the abbot of Kilwin- 
ning obtained the power of chamberlain over all the abbey- 

» Ibid. 1:02. ‘ Ibid. 108. , 

Scotibrvet’s Calendars of Charters, . fub annot 131^5. 

* Baillie’s Letters and Journals,. 1639-1660, Edin. 1775, 2 vols, 8vo. 
palHm : a book full of curious and important information, and tbe remainder 
promifed by the editor, particularly the obfeure period 1649-1660, would be 
highly acceptable. 

D d d 2 lands, 
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i4^7__lancls, and the repiedging of the tenants from any other judi* 
1488 catory®* 

The' court of Seflion had been iiiAituted by James I in 1425. 
fts membei*s were nominated by the king from the eAates of 
parlia:ment; and it was termed the Seffion becaufe its meet- 
ings were fixed at* ceimin periods and places. James II or- 
dainetl particular regulations concerning this court ; but as its 
members only ferved by rotation, and without falary, it was 
at once ignorant and negligent ; and was at length to be cx.- 
changed for a daily council, appointed by the patriotic parlia- 
ment of 1504. It is to be rcgreted that James 1 did not found 
courts upon thef Eaglilh model ; but pcrliaps the penury of the 
country afforded no funds for felaries ; perhaps the confined 
nature of the regal jurifdiftion, or ibme other circumftances 
prevented fuch an attempt.. 

But the power of the leflioni the jufticiaries, the fheriff and 
coroner, was greatly reftridled by the Regalities, or Lordfhips 
Palatine. Their jurifdiflion was royal, as the name implies ; 
in civil affairs it equalled that of the fheriff; and in criminal 
it even comprized the four pleas of the crown, murder, rob- 
bery, rape, and firc-raifing, rivalling that of the Jufticiaries 
over every crime, except treafoni The lord of regality could 
repledge^ or reclaim, all criminals fubjeff to his jurifHitftion, 
even from the courts of the Jufticiaries '.. Thefe extravasjant 
grants, incompatible with the regular adminiftration of juftice, 
had been lavilhed^by the royal favour; or. extorted by the 

* Scotft. Cal. Dec. I475i Jan. 147,3. ^ 1476' Scotftarvet records a charter 
to William Thane of Galdor of the ihmage.of Caldor, arid many other lands, 
but all in thtmage-ward : tanlfiry Mding^ heir imnor, the chief to be 

the neared male relation capable of arms dr implying the military fervices- of 
Alt the tenants, as vfual before irnghts'/nSf feu-farm oj foccage, came in ufe ?: 

' Eilkinc Principles, b. I, t. 4, § 4. 
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power of feveral great barons, when they had themfelves ex- 1437—' 
pelled the Englifli from their territories, or had rendered fome 1488 
eminent public fervice. In 1455 an attempt was made 
prevent any further grants of regality, by fubjeding them to 
the confent of parliament * ; but the pradile was as inveterate 
as it was imprudent. The ecclefiaftic lords, ever defirous of 
exemption from any authority fave that of the pope, are lup- 
pofcd to have let the firft example of regalities ; the temporal 
authority was delegated to a Bailiff, and often hereditary. 
Regalities continued to be granted, and confirmed ; and the 
charters of hereditary fherifidom to the peers and chiefs within 
their lordfhipSj were almoft tantamount, and became fb nu- 
merous as to extend over all the country. When regality 
lands were forfeited, the king appointed Jiewards over them 
with fimilar powers ; hence the hereditary ftewards of Strath- 
ern, Menteith, Annandale, Kirkudbright : while over baro- 
nial lands in the crown only Bailiffs wpre nominated, as in 
Kyle, Carrie, Cunningham, and even the laft-named offices 
were to be held hereditarily by peers. Happy country, thus 
filled with hereditary wifdom and hereditary juftice ! 

Nor muft the Spiritual Courts be omitted, which before the 
reformation were to become great grievances. They origi- 
nally fprung from the confidence which piety repofed ' in the 
bifhops; who were entrufted with the care of eftates, and 
orphan children. Hence their claim to judge in teftaments 
and legacies : and marriage being a lacrament^ adminiflred by 
ccclefiaftics fince the twelfth century, prior to which it was 
merely a civil contra^, all queftions of divorce, breach of 
vows, and the like, paffed to the ecclefiaftic courts; from 
which no appeal lay except to the metropolitan, or finally to. 


the 
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1437— the pontifl*. Tythes and patronage were natural obje6ls of 
1488 church decifion, and notaries were appointed by the pope: 
'^~*^^but icandaU and any affairs confirmed by an oath, though ly- 
able to ecclcfiaftic jurifdiiStion, might in all ages feem fecular 
queftions. The bifhops were luppoied to be occupied in divine 
duties, and delegated their power to officials or commiflaries : 
but the court wasjftyled the Bi(hop*s Court, or Curia Chrijli- 
anitatisf and alfp the Coniiflorisd Court, from the conftjlory^ 
or court of appeals: held by the Roman emperors 

Two flatutes of James II, concerning the adminiflration of 
juftice, deferve particular attention. • “ The three eftates have 
ordained that the Juftices on the fouth fide of the Scotifh fea 
(the fii'th of Forth) hold their courts of circuit twice in the 
year ; and in like manner on the north ; according to ancient 
ufe and cuftom. And fp alfo lords of regality within their re- 
galities, and ^e king’s baillies of his regalities. And that the 
kinghimfelf, till the, due, courfc of juftice bfe reftored, pufs to 
every town where dje circuit is held, or to its vicinity, as his 
council ffiall think convenient It is ordained and decreed 

that in all circuits of juftice, ftiefiff courts, and generally all 
courts Ipiritual and temporal, all perfons, freeholders and 
others, ihall attend In a fober and quiet manner. And that no 
man bring with him more perfons ^n are in his daily houfe- 
hold, and family fervice. And when he arrives at his lodging, 
he and they ffiall lay afide their weapons and armour, if any 
they bring ; and wear no sl^eapon except a knife. And if any 
be at open enmity, and allcdge fear of his life, the ffieriff ffiall 
require law^burrmoSj or legal furety, frbm both ; and prohibit 
them in the royal name to .diftuib the king’s peace, on pain of 

incurring the law, which the king ffiall execute without re- 
• ^ 

* Er/kine, b. I, t. 5, § 23. For the abufes of the Confiftorial Courts fee 
Lindfay’s Play, p. 164, 170. < 1440, c. 5. 
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miflion on the infringer. If the Iheriffbe negligent he fliall be 1437— 
punilhed, according to the ftatute ordained for reforming the 1488 
faults of officers of juftice In 1487 the lords and commons 

in Vain engaged not to fupport any criminal friends, or rela-' 
tions, at the bar : but the offence was to continue common in 
the fucceeding century *. 

James HI in 1469 ordered that if the Juftice, Sheriff, Stew- 
ard, Bailie, or Baron, Provoft or Baillie of burghs, rcfiife to 
execute juftice the complainant (hall repair to the king in 
council, who Jhall punifh the offending magiftrate by the pe- 
nalties there mentioned ^ Among the grievances of this reign 
the abufes of the court of Seffion appear to have been one of the 
chief. The want of regular intermediate civil coiirts, betwefen 
that of the (heriff and the king’s council, muft have led to much 
inconvenience, and maladminiftration j the power of the privy 
council having been ever efteeraed one of the grand defeifts of 
the Scotifli conftitution, being an arbitrary ftar-chairiber uu- 
controuled by genuine juftice or equity. With all its imper- 
fections the court of leffion,^1|coli^ifting of all the members of 
parliament in rotation, muft have been an inftimtion far more 
free and impartial. 

Some regulations appear concerning inquefts, and juries on 
criminal caufes ; but the want of juries in civil cafes was to 
continue a difgraceful cOntraft between EnglHh and Scotiftx 
jurildifition. 

Ambng the means of prelerving the public peace, the let- 
ters of tnuft hot be omitted. The term is de- 
rived from borght a pledge Cir luretyj which an^^ perfon, in fear 
of another’s violence, had a' title^fb "derhand^ that he fhould 
not be injured in his perlbh, familyi or eftate *. He who re- 

* 1458, c. 82. ‘.cap. 98. ^ cap. 27* 

* Erfktne, b. iv, t. 1, $ 21. 
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14.37— fufcd t() gfant fuch fecurity was lyable to high penalties : when 
1488 granted, the fureties became amenable in the terms of the fob 
lowing ftatute of 1466. “ Concerning law-burrows it is en- 

abled, that if they be infringed on any bifhop, abbot, or prelate 
of the church, earl, or lord of parliament, with their perlbnal 
hurt, or that of their fervants, the fureties of the infringer 
fliall pay to our Ibvereign lord a fine of one himdfed pounds. 
If on any knight, baron, fquire, or clergyman of large bene- 
fice, fifty pounds. If on a burgefs, yeoman, or prieft, thirty 
pounds. Together with due compenlation to tlie party injured. 
IJnlefs the fureties produce the infringer before the king or 
the IherifF, within forty days. The king to have the fines of 
all law-burrows broken, that fliall fall within the jurifdidlion 
of his own officers, cither in town or country : and the lori^ 
of regalities and baronies to have thofe taken in their lands, 
by them or tteir officers, according to their ancient infeof- 
ments and privileges 

, One of the laft ftatutes of James III is in the following: 
terms. “ The three eftates have (^mmitted the full power of 
the whole parliament to the perfbns under-written, (they do 
not appear,) to advife, confer, and report to the next parlia- 
ment or general council, concerning the redudlion of the king’s 
kws, and other books, to 

be . bound in one volunie, and authorized ; and the others to be 
deftroyed. Four perfbns to be appointed for each of the three 
eftates. The prelates to bear the expence of the clerical mem- 
bers; the barons of diofe they (hall appoint : and the burghs 
that of their commiftaries In like manner James I had ap- 
pointed a committee of fix of each of the eftates, to examine, and 
-amend, “ the books of law, that is to fay Regiam Majejiatm^ 

* cap. 5. ' • 1487, c. 115. 

and 
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laud Quoniam Attachiamenta' '* It has been (hewn by fkilful 1437— 
judges that the \vot\i c^sXtiXXy Regiam Majefiatem is a >488 
traufcript of Glanville’s produ6liott. , It was probably brought 
into Scotland by David II, who was gr^tly attached to Eng- 
land, and defired to bequeath his fceptre to an Englilli heir ; 
and by an artful incorporation of fome genuine laws of David I, 
Scotland was prepared to receive it as a code of that illuftrious 
monarch. The feeble reigns of Robert II and III, and above 
all the tumultuous regencies of the dukes of Albany, had fo 
far obliterated the very memory of the laws, that the error 
had in the* reign of the firft James taken deep root, and was to 
ihoot vigoroully’. Tbs Quoniam A/tacAiamenta^ or Baronial 

Laws, 


* 1426, c. 54- 

* .&e Sir li). Dalrymple’s Examination of fome of the arguments for the an- 
tiquity of Regiam Majeftatcm, Edin. 1769, 416; and the Obfervations on the 
Rcgiam Majeftatcm, 8vo, written by John Davidfon, Efq. a venerable promoter 
of the ftudy of Scotilli hiftory and antiquities, who ailtiled Dr. Robcrtfon in 
1757, and continues his laudable refearches though now in his fcventy-fevcnth 
year. 

While Sir David’s arguments prove that the Regiam Majeftatcm could not 
exift before the reign of David 11 , he yet inclines to deny that it is fo late as 
that epoch, becaufe in the reign of James I- it was efteemed an ancient and au- 
thentic code : but this aipiment is anfwcaedin the text, and ignorut ages arc 
fuch complete ftrangers to any ftandard.of an^quity, that the Leges Malcolm!, a 
then recent forgery, were, fuppofed to be laws of Malcom I ! To ou*" old hifto- 
rians, Fotdun and Winton, the Regiam Majeftatcm is unknown, and it is moft 
probable that David II, when attempting to fettle the fucceflion of his crown 
on a fon of Edward III, endeavoured filently to aflimilate the Scotilh laws with 
tlic Englifh, by its introdu^on. Yet failing, the botdc lurked in ms. in one 
or two monallerics, when James 1 , equally deflrous of benefiting his kingdom 
l>y an emulation of Englifh polity, revived it: but Craig, a fuperlativc judge, 
teftihes that it never was a c^e of Scotilli IsW, and that it has not even the 
Icaft connexion with the ufages or forenilc pradice of Scotland. Lib. 1 , t. 8, 
§ 7 - 
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j4j7_Laws, feem chiefly of genuine indigenous birth. But an 
1488 edition of our authentic ancient laws, with an ample dilTerta- 

Sir David's feicond argument, p. 36, that the R^am Majeflatem is more 
ancient than the time of David I|, is fo fingular t^t it ihatl be tranfcribed 
entire. • ^ , 

** To this I add another chronological argumetit, tVhich appears to havefome 
vreight. Cardinal Wardlaw, fecretary to David II, died in 1 389. His ne- 
phew, Henry Wardlaw, was promoted by him to the re^ory of Kilbride, and 
the prccentorfliip of the cathedral of Glafgo^. He was made biihop of St. 
Andrew’s in 14 <’ 4 : and was chancellor of Scotland during the whole reign ot 
James 1 . It will be admitted that the (latute 54, par. 3. James I, 1435, 
[1426,] waa eithn drawn up by him, or under his dire6i:ion. Now as biihop 
Wardlaw was beneficed by his uncle, it is probable that he had come to man’s 
eftate before 1389, when his uncle died. Biihop Wardlaw, educated under 
the Cardinal fecretary to David II, mull have known whether Regiam MajeAa- 
teni was an ancient, or a very modern, compofition. This 54th ftattite fliews 
that he conGdered it as an ancient compofition : and hence, independent of all 
other arguments, there arifes a cogent rcafon for believing that Regiam Majclla- 
tem was not compiled by the command of David II.” 

This argument is of too delicate, too feeble a texture : it forgets that the 
fotgery might have happened cdrly in the reign of David ; that it might be aftate 
fecret; that the book may nnt even be older than the reign of James I,, no 
more ancient ms. or reference knpwn ; that this laA prince was a rational 
admirer of Englilh polity, and' might wilh to inUoduce it by a holy fraud ; that 
the chancellor or fecretary might in conre<|uence even interpolate, of alter, the 
fiatutc, a complaint not unknown. But why walle difeuflion What muft be 
the reader’s furprize when he fees this cogent argument completely overturned, 
only by reminding him that Henry Wardlaw, far from being chancellor, 
“ during the whole reign of James 1 ,” ntver was chatueUer at all ? It was John 
Cameron, biihop of Gla%ow, who was chancellor during all that reign, 
(Crawf. Off. 25 :) and the continued favour of James to this able and refpe&a- 
hle prelate, fays more in his favour than is fufScient to confute the fables of 
Boyce. 

The Cromarty ms. of the Regiam Majeftatem, in the Advocate’s Library, 
concerning the antiquity of which Sit David heikates to pronounce, is written 
about 1450, as appears from a fac-fimile now before nie, and from the opinion 
of a ikilful infpedor 
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tion on the fubjeft, is feferved for enlightened times, of more i 
acute and fufpicious judgment than thofe of James I, or III. 
The code, of infinite importance to philolbphy, hiftory and an- 
tiquities, would probably embrace, i. The genuine laws of 
David I, forming many pages in the Regiam Majejiatem, not 
to be found in Glanville : 2. The Laws of the Burghs, appa- 
rently ordained by David 1 : 3. Thofe of the Barpnial courts : 
4. The Statuta Gtldts : 5. The Iter Camerarii^ and the Iter 
yujiiciarii: 6. The Foreft Laws. The a6ls of Robert I, Da- 
vid II, and the two latter Roberts, admit of eafy and certain 
authentications thofe of William and Alexander II, for none 
have yet arifen of the third Alexander, would require more 
fedulous care to complete the feries ; which demands neither 
eminence of talents, nor excels of labour, but is eflential to 
the national fcience and reputation 

The oblcurity attending the reign of James II, the impor- 
tant fervice which the houfe of Hamilton rendered to that 
prince, its lubfeqUent connexion with the royal family, and 
ambition latterly to reach the diadem itlelf, will apologize for 
prefenting the lels learned reader with a tranflation of the in- 
terefting eroSlion of Hamilton in 1445, into a hereditary lord- 
Ihip of parliament, or what would now be termed a peerage ; 
nor is the grant without intrinfic value and curiofity to the an- 
tiquary and man of fciencc, as a fpecimen of the conftitutional 
forms, and law language of the period. 

“ James by the grace of God king of Scots, to all honeft 
men of his whole realth, cletgy and laity, greeting. Know 

The eanons ol the councils, pubUlhed by Wilkins, and thofe of John Ca- 
meron bithop of Glafgow, ms. formerly mentioned, ought to be added, as 
forming the ecdehaflical law of the kingdom. One fmall volume would con- 
tail! the wholes 

For laws anterior to Robert I, fee Ayloffe’s Calendars, p. 335, where the 
Lfges Bur^^nm Scotia arc fpecially mentioned. 
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14.^7— yc that we, with the mature deliberation of our parliamenf, 
14S8 held at Fldinburgh on the twenty eighth day of June, and of 
our reign the ninth year, ha^ e given, granted, and have In 
this our prelcnt charter confirmed, to our beloved coufin James 
lord (laird) of Hamilton knight, all and fingular the lands of the 
baronies of Cadyhow and of Mawchanc, and the fuperiority of 
the land>. of Hamilton-farm, and the lands of Corbaik.it. with 
the ap]iendages, lying in the (hcritfdom of Lanark and barony 
of Kinncil, and with the appendages lying in the fhcrifFdom of 
Linlkhgow. Which lands, and fuperiority, were formerly the 
hereditary property of the faid James; and which he, not 
moved bv force or fearj nor led bv error, but of his own free 
■will, did reftore, and purely and (imply relign, by (lafF and 
baton, iri the prefence of the three eftates of our kingdom, 
into our hands, we then fitting on our throne in parliament, in 
royal (late and majefty ; and he perpetually quitted ait right 
and claim, which he might have, or acquire, to the faid lands, 
fuperiority, or appendages, for himfelf and his heirs. All 
which baronies, lands, fuperiority, and appendages, we create, 
join, and unite into one real free and entire Lordlhip, which 
(hall in all future times be (lyled and denominated the Lordlhip 
of Hamilton. And the manor-houfe of the (aid James, now 
called the Orchard, (ituated in the b«rony of Cadyhow, (hall 
be in future the principal and capital melTuage of all the above 
baronies, fuperiority^ and ‘lauds, with appendages, of all the 
above Lordfhip, and (hall be (lylcd and denominated Hamil- 
ton, And we create and name the feid James an hereditary 
lord of our parliament. To have, and to hold, all and fundry 
the baronies, fuperiority, and lands above mentioned, (the faid 
James hav ing before of us, as baron of Kilbride, held in cajiite 
the fuperiority of the lands of Hamilton-farm, and the lands 
of Corbalkat,) by the laid James, and his heirs, of us,- our 

heirs 
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heirs and fuccefTors, kings of Scotland in fee, and perpetual 1437— 
inheritance; with all their ancient boundaries and divijlons, *488 
with all and fmgular the liberties, commodities, and conveni- 
cuces, and juft appendages, named or not named, above ground 
or beneath, far and near, any wife belonging to the faid ba- 
ronies, fuperiority, and lands; of all the laid lordftiip of Ha- 
milton, or accruing to them in future ; as freely, quietly, en- 
tirely, honourably, w'cll, and in peace, in all refpe€ls, as the 
fiid James, or any of his predeceflbrs, held of us, or our an- 
ceftors, the barony fuperiority and lands of the whole lordlhip 
of I lamiltou, or of us as telrou of Kilbride the fuperiority of 
I famil ton-farm and lands of Corbaikat, before his laid refig- 
nation. The laid James- perfonming to us, our heirs and fiic- 
ceflbrs, kings of Scotland, the ferviccs due and wont. In 
teftimony whereof we have ordered our great leal to be ap- 
pended to this charter, before thefe witnelTes, the reverend 
fathers in God John, James, John, John, and Michael, bilhops 
of Clafgow, Dunkeld, Moray, Brechin, and Dunblane; Wil- 
liam, David, Archibald, Hugh, and Alexander, earls of Doug- 
las, Crawford, Moray, Ormond, and Huntley, and our dcareft 
coufms ; Duncan^ Patrick, William, Herbert, and Almcander, 
lords Campbell, Graham, Somerville, Maxwell, and Mont- 
gomery : John Dalrimpill, John Scrogs, and James Parklee, 
burgefles commiflioners of Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and Lin- 
lithgow ; mafters William Turubull keeper of our pi ivy feal, 

John Shevis, clerk of the r<dls and regifter, and John Railftoi\e 
*our fecretary. At Edinburgh the Uiird day of July, in the 
yeaf of our Lord one thoufand four hundred and forty five, 
and of our reign the ninth year 

* Davidfon, Chamberlain’s accompts 1329, See. Edin. lyyi, 410, p. 27, 28, 

,frooi the family archives. 
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14^7— At the time of this creftion the houfe of Douglas was in the 
1488 plenitude of its power; and the Hamiltons having ever been 
attached to that great family, the fource of favour becomes 
evident ; nor is it matter of furprize that lord Hamilton at firft 
followed Douglas, againft his fovereign. After the fall of 
that houfe, and the marriage with the princefs, the Hamiltons 
were to become one of the mod potent families of Scotland ; 
and in the fixteenth and feventeenth centuries that of Argyle 
could abne conteft the fiiperiority. 

7 'o the objfervations formerly given on Tactics little can 
he added. In a parliament of 1456 James II ordered, “ that 
all men who have lands or goods be ready, horfed and ac- 
coutred as their lands and efFefts will afibrd, for the defence of 

the realm, at the command of the king And that every 

man, whole efFcfils extend to twenty marks, be provided at 
leaft with zjack with fleeves to the hands, or fplents ; and a 
pricked haty a livord, and a buckler, a bow and a Iheaf of ar- 
rows if he can procure them, if not an axe ; and a targe either 
of leather, or firm board, with two bands upon the back ‘ 

James III in 1471 ordained, “that no merchants fliould 
import fpears lefs than fix clns in length, and that no 
bowycr in the kingdom fhould make them of Ihorter fize . . . 
that every yeoman, who cannot ufe the bow, fhall have a good 
axe, and a targe of leather, to refift the Englifh arrows, 
which \^•ill cMily cofl: the value of the hyde By both par- 
liaments carts of war are ordered to be provided, which bore 
two patereros or fmall cannon ; a machine probably derived* 
from the Flemings or French ; and which Henry Vlll *was, 
from the Scotilh example, to introduce into the Englifh army*. 

In 

• cap. 56. ' cap. 45. 

* Tlicy are reprefented in the Coudray piflurc. Grofc hid. of Engl, army, 
a vols. 4to, II, 330, a work tinlike Daniel on the French, and without plan 
•or chronology . 
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In 1481 the Ipears are ordered to be five cins and a half in 1457- 
length ; and the jacks, or leathern tunics, to extend below' the *4^^ 
knee ; the targe of timber, or leather, to be made after the 
form of one lent to every Iheriff’. 

While the defenfive armour of the commons was the jack 
and targe, the leaders were arrayed in plate armour of com- 
plete Heel, which had lucceeded the mail or interwoven rings. 

The helmet had a vifor to turn up, for fight j and a bever to 
turn down, to admit drink or food : Ibmetimes they both went 
up in divifions under the front of the helmet, fo as to leave the 
face open. The gorget, for the throat or neck, refcmblcd a 
flat baibn open in the middle. The cuirafs covered the body ; 
and had projedions to defend the ihoulders front the violent 
down-ftroke of the axe or two handed fword^ as the creft de- 
fended the head ; thefe projedlions were temed pafs-guards. 

To allow motion to the thighs the culet, ox garde-des-reinest a 
Ihort Heel petticoat was contrived. The arms were protected 
by the brafers ; the thighs by the quillets ; the legs by the 
greaves ; the gauntlets, Iplents, and other pieces, need liardly 
be enumerated. Even the horle had his armour of appro- 
priated denominations ; and all his front was particularly pro- 
teded from the fpear, or fword ; the chafrOn, or cheveron, 
with a projeding point, covered his forehead; the poitrinal 
his breaft; the criniere his neck: the buttock- pieces were 

The ftatute of James II concerning the carts of war is in ihcfc terms, “ It is 
thocht fpcidfull that the king mak requeifl: to certane of the greit burrowis of the 
land, that ar of ony mycltt, to mak cartis of weir; and in ilk cart twa gunnis* 
and ilk anc to have twa chalmers, with the remanent of the graith that efferis 
thairto ; and ane ainnand man to fchute thamc. And gif they have no craft in 
the fehuting of thamc as now, they may leir or the tyme come that will be 
ncidful to thamc." Adis edit. 1566, fol. 38. ’ cap. 81. 
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14^7— .more rarely ufed, an embroidered cloth commonly dirplaying 
1 4^58 the heraldic bearings of his maftcr 

aflaflination of James 1 probably led to the inftitutioii 
of the royal guard, whiph appears under his fuccdibi-, and 
James III ; but which James IV was probably to dil'continue, 
as on its revival by Albany, in the minority of the fifth James, 
it was regarded as a novelty. Concerning the number, or 
pay of the officers and Ibldiers, nothing arifes till the laft men- 
tioned reign. 

'rhe Scotifli guards of France were apparently inftituted 
between the years 1453 *4^* » they may be as 

ancient as 1 445, when the gendarmerie were reftored. In the 
following century ffic captain was generally a Frenchman: 
till 1612 many of the fpldiers were Scots; under Louis XIV 
moft were French : yet even in the middle of this century, 
when the watch was changed, the anfwcr was Hamh\ a cor- 
ruption of ** I am here 

> If w'e except the royal guard, and a few occafional garrifons 
on the frontiers, Scotland was a ftranger to any permanent 
troops, till the Reftoration.- France, her ally, had long fet 
the example of {landing forces, at firft the prop of a govern- 
ment, and latterly the ruin. The connexion between that 
country and Scotland may warrant a brief digreffion on the 
origin of an inllitution, which has produced fuch memorable 
fffeds on the political arrangements of Europe. The original 

' See GroTe on Annour 1786, 4to; and his Hid. of the Engl. Army, 
a vols. 4to. 

Patten, in 1 54S, fays the Scotifh gentry were not didinguilhable from the 
rommon foldiers, having jacks and doublets of white leather, and chains of 
hUftt (a (liining mixture of brafs and tin,) around their thighs and arms, to 
proted them from cuts, 

* Daniel Milice Fran9oife, Am(t. 1724, 2 vols. 410. Vol. II, p. 84 — 87. 
Daniel’s Engli 111 is Mtfy 
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feudal array of France generally fervcd for three montlis, on 1437— 
their own charges: the period was afterwards rcftri6l:cd to 
forty days, exclufive of the time occupied in joining the anny'"*”'**^ 
or returning. About the year 1200 Philip Auguftus had a 
paid militia, each fief furnilhing and defraying the expence of 
an apportioned number of foldiers ; the defaulter was not only 
conftrained to pay the fum required for the fervice, but a fine : 
and in 1392 Charles VI extended the penalty to the forfeiture 
of the fief. The communes^ rommunitates^ or parifilies and 
burghs, allb furnilhed and paid their proportions. The folMits^ 
or foudoyers of Froiflart, had fixed wages ; and the officers 
and men fold thcmfelvcs to any ftate engaged in w'ar. But 
their diforders becoming exceffive, Charles V terminated them* 
and raifed the gendarmerie^ the foldiery of the fovereign, who 
paid the noble leaders from the royal treafury, they providing 
the men. In the weak reign of Charles VI the diforders re- 
turned; Charles VII reeftabliffied the gendarmerie about 1445. 

He maintained fifteen troops, of too lances each; and per- 
fiiaded the burgefles and yeomanry to defray the expence, for 
their own benefit and protedfion, for the former gendarmerie 
had been lodged on them: each lance had, five followers; fb 
the whole number was nine thoufiind. But there were all(> 
volunteers who ferved at their own cxpence, in the hope of 
fucceeding on a vacancy: fo that the troop, or comjjany, 
Sometimes amounted to 1200 horfe. They were lodged in 
the towns, only twenty or twenty five being allotted to one 
place ; and their utility was loon perceived by the prevention 
of public ravages and diforders, and the confequent reftoration 
of agriculture and commerce. They were all gentlemen, led 
bv the nobles, who w'ere ambitious to be captains of the gen- 
darmerie, inflead of leading their feudal force, which hence- 
forth w'as never raifed except when the Arricrc Ban was 
VOL. I. F f f fummoned. 
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1 437— fummoncd. This inftitution maintained its purity till the reign 
1488 of Francis 1 , when modern foldiery appeared*. 

J>Ior muft it be omitted that Charles VII ordered every 
pariih to maintain one archer, who had certain immunities ‘ ; 
an example worthy of the imitation of the Scotiih fbvereigns, 
in their anxiety to promote archery, as a band of one thouiand, 
trained and eminently (killed, might have afforded no mean 
aid in battle, and might have kindled univerfal emulation. 

P'rom the numbers of the Scotifh army perhaps the only 
materials arife, from which the population of the country may 
be vaguely eilimated: but unhappily the variations are fo 
great that no accuracy can be expedled. Bowar computes 
the array in 1436 at 400,000, half horfe half foot, including 
all between the age of fixteen and fixty, capable of arms, ex- 
cepting only herds, officers and fervants of prelates, and fomc 
excufed from neceffity or merit ♦. Suppoling the array a fixth 
of the population, the incredible number of two millions, four 
hundred thoufand, would refult. Other general arrays are 
'computed at one hundred thouiand; which liippofing every 
eighth perfon appeared, gives the probable number of eight 
hundred thoufand. The prefent population exceeds a million 
and a half, and it has been gradually increafing in this century : 
•in the middle agCs the moft rational computation would be a 
■million, yielding an array of eighty thoufand effeftive men; 
■but fometimes doubled by a diibrderly rabble of unarmed pea- 
fants and boys. 

* Daniel I, 55 — 156^ Grofc, Eng, Army I» 330* obferves that Edward III 
paid his troops in Normandy, fixpciicc to a horfeman, three pence to an archer. 
At that time the drefs of the Welch foldiers was only a tunic and mantle. 
11 ). 11 , ’ Daniel, I, 172. ^ Com, Ford. II, 502. 
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Agriculture^ Ufeful Arts, 
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» 437 - 

14^8 


THE information on thcfc important topics continues la- 
mentably barren ; and the a£te of parliament prclcnt almoil 
the only authentic evidence. 

The ftatutc of James 11 , 1458, permitting lands to be let 
in feuy free from military fervice, was a notable introdudlion 
to improvement^ . The lame prince had before ordained that 
a mortgagee of lands Ihould not reduce the rents, in order to 
prolong his pofleflion after his demand had been cleared*. An 
ordinance of James 111 alfo delerves notice : “ Concerning 
new inventions, and felling of lands by charter and leizin, 
and taking again of reverfions, and the buyer may Icll the land 
again to another peribn ; it is now leen expedient in this prelent 
parliament, and according to law and conlciencc, that the firft 
feller have recourle to the lands, fold by him under reverfion, 
into whatfoever hands they may come, on paying the money, 
and Ihewing the deed of reverfion; and have the fame privi- 
lege and freedom againft the holder of the lands, as againll 
the firft purchafer. And becaule fiich deeds of reverfion may 
chance to be loft, our lovereign lord lhall order them to be 
regiftered in his regifter, on paying the expence, half a mark 
each ; and the extrad lhall have the lame force as the prin- 
cipal reverfion 

’ LinJray in his Play, p. 254, fays the cuftom was derived from France, 

Be fet in few after the forme of France. 

® 1450, c. 18. * 1469* c. 28. 
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1437— Lord Kaims iluppofes that the law of Scotland, even in that 
1 488 century, did not permit the abfolute lale of lands, or houfes, 

* except in ca’fes of poverty, and where the apparent heir could 
not purchafc This reftraint muft greatly have impeded the 
progrefs of improvement, to which the free and frequent 
Alienation of eftates fo much contributes ; a new and monied 
jx^elTor having many incitements, unknown to the indoleiice 
and routine of hereditary holders. 

Severe flatutes were ifliicd againft thofe foreftallers, who de- 
tained their corn from the market, in expedation of a fcarcity. 
In Auguft 1452 it was ordered that all the corn in the kingdom 
Ihould be thraflied out before the laft day of May then next, 
and that none Ihould keep more in a granary than was fuffi- 
cient for their family. The meafures were regulated in 1458; 
the firlot, containing eighteen pints, was to be fixteen inches 
and a half in the recipient (hameter ; the half firlot, and peck, 
to follow in proportion *. 

A parliament, held in July 1454, ordered every encourage- 
ment to foreign merchants importing grain; and to Scotifh 
merchants bringing it from England The a 61 for that pur:- 
pofe in 1477 allows, as has already been mentioned, that the 
chief fupport of the country was by fi«rcign importation. The 
low ftate, and flow progrefs, of agriculture may be further 
judged of from the flatute of James II, 1458, ordering that 
every man, ufing a plough of eight oxen, fliould fow every 
year at the leaft one firjot of wheat, half a firlot of peafe, and 
/hr/y beans, under a penalty of ten {hillings to the baron * : a 
mere tranfeript of a ftatute of James I in 1426. 

The lame parliament of 1458 decreed that no fences'fliould 
be made of flakes, flicks, or hewn wood, but only of 

• Hift. Law TraSSi p. 103, 427. • Cap. 37, 73. 

* Cap. 40. * Cap. 81. 
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wood, a term not abfolutcly clear*. Ordinances alfo appear 1437— 
for the deftrufUon of eagles, buftards, kites, hawks, .and par- 
ticularly wolves : for the latter purpofe the fheriff or bailiff of'*"'''^ 
the county, where any appear, is to colle6l the people to hutit 
them ; and the flayer of the wolf is to receive one penny from 
every houfeholder in the pariflv The burning of heath, from 
March till Michaelmas, is prohibited under the penalty of five 
pounds, that the flanding corn may not be damaged ^ In 
1477 the Icgiflature condefcended to ordain that a fmith, who 
injured a horfc in the flioeing, fhould flipply another till he were 
found ; or if irremediable, fliould exchange him *. 

The lowing of broom is ordered by a ftatute of 1458 : it 
is flill malhed, and given to cattle in a Icarcity of other food. 

'I'he fame ail orders the freeholders, when they grant their 
yearly leafes at Whitfunday, to infift on their tenants’ planting 
wood and trees, and making hedges *, But thele regulations 
feem to have had little effe£l ; and a tenant liable to be turned 
out every year, muft have had little Ipirit to plant or improve. 

I lad the Icgiflature ordered long leafes, their fkill and patriotifm 
would have been more apparent.. Even now the Scotilh pea- 
fantry obje£l to hedges, beeaufe forfooth they fheltcr flocks of 
birds, who injure the grain while the warmth and proteflion 
from the wind, fupply double the ftore devoured by thefc ini 
truders. So the ufe of oxen in agriculture is objedled to by 
the fervants, beeaufe they, cannot ride them. When we per- 
ceive what mean interefts, and prejudices, oppofe improve- 
ments in enlightened ages, there is Icfs room to. wonder at the 
flow pro refs of darker times. 

An old chronicle has the following articles of intelligence. 

** 1439. Was the dear fummer, for the boll of meal was at 

* Cap. 83. * 1458, cap. 84, 87. I 477 » c. 76- 

‘ lb. c. 79. * Cap. 80. 
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14.^7— twenty four ihillings, and the boll of malt at two marks, and 
*4^8 the boll of wheat at thirty /hillings; and many died of famine.’* 
In 1482, after tihe king’s impri/bnmcnt in the ca/Be of Edin- 
burgh, the corn became more cheap, for the boll, that 
was at four pounds, was then fold for thirty /hillings of white 
(pure) filvcr The learned Ruddiman e/timates a boll of 
wheat in 1424 at tWQ /hillings; of rye, barley, and pcafe, at 
One /hilling and four pence; of oats at fix pence: an Ox /ix 
/hillings and ei^ pence ; a horfe thirteen and four pence *. 
Even in 1525 the bcdl of meal was at thirteen /hillings and 
four pence. The above fcarcities mu/t of cour/e have been 
enormous, and /hew the incredible diftre/s of the country in 
times of internal commotion; the value of the commone/l 
provifions being’ increafed about twenty fold, as if the Englt/h 
quarter were to rife from fixty /hillings to fixty poutids ! 

Concerning the Ufeful Arts little information appears. 
Special regulations were ifllnsd^ in 1458, concerning works in 
gold and filvcr ; the /landard purity of which is to be afeer- 
tained by a mark, ftamped on- it by the deacon of the craft’. 
In 1484 three inatks were ordered; one of the arti/ie'er, one 
of the deacon, the thild of the town. No dyer of cloth is 
permitted to excrcife the trade of a draper; and the meafure of 
cloth is to be computed exciu/ive of the felvage ’. Till a late 
epoch, Flanders was to fupply Scotland with mo/l of the ar- 
ticles of ufeful art and manufadure. 

’ Chron. end of Winton 17 D XX. The numerals in the laft words arc not 
dear, and may be xxii not xxx. 

• Introd, ad Anderfoni Dipl, but his authority is the taxation z&. of James I, 
(fee Appendix ;) and it is probable the artides are not eftimated at lull price. 

^ Cap. 65. * 1484., c. 56% 14581 c. 66. 1469, c. 32* 
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SECTICJn IV. 

Commerce^ Motley^ Navigation, 

THE ftate of commerce in Scotland at this period may befl: 
be eftimated from the following lines of a noted old Ehglilh 1488 
poem, apparently written in the reign of Edward IV. It is 
intituled The Bibel of Tnglijh Policy ; and contains a number 
of juft obfervations on the political interefts of England, with 
fome account of the trade of moft countries *. That of Scot- 
land is thus dclcribed. 


“ Of the comoditees of Scotland, and drapyng of her wollc 

in Flandres. 

Alfo over all Scotland the comoditees 
Are felles, hides, and of wolle the flees. 

All this muft pafle by us away, 

Into Flaundres by England, this is no nay. 

And all her wolle is draped for to fclle 
In the townes of Poperyng, and of Belle ; 

Whiche the duke of Gloucefter, in grate ire, 

For her falfliede fette upon a fire. 

And yit thai of Belle and Poperyng 
Coude never drape her wolle, for any thyng, 

* Extant in Harl. ms. 401 1 ; and publiibed by H^iuyt, Vol. I. It is quoted 
by Sclden in his Marc Claufutn, for the noted lines, 

l^our thynges cure noble (fiewcth to piee ; . 

Kyjig, fliyp, fwerd, and powar of the fee. 


But 
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But yef thei had Englilh wolle with alle ; 

Our goodly wolle it is fo generalle, 

NcdfuU to hem of Spayu, and Scotland als, 

And other coftes : this is not fals ; 

The worthi marchauntis, I do upon ydoo. 

That this is trew ye wotc welc how. 

For the Haple of that marchaundie 
Of Scotland is Flaundres truly. 

Than the Scottes ben charged at fve. 

Out of Flaundres with litcll merceryc, 

And grete plente of habcrdaflic ware. 

And with cart wheles bare. 

And barowes are laden in fubilauncc ; 

Thus muft rude ware ben her chevcfance. 

So may thei not forbere this Flemyfli load, 
Therforc yef we w'old manly take on bond 
To kepc the fee fro Flaundres, and fro Spayn, 

And fro Scotland, and fro Litcll Bretaigne, 

We Ihold right fone have peafe, for all her bodes, 
For thei muft nedcs pafle by oure Englifhe coftes.” 


The main objefls difcoverable from thofc rude rimes are, 
that the cliief exports of Scotland were fells or Ikins, hides, 
and wool ; that the wool was manufactured at Popering and 
Bell, w Baileul, towns on the fbuthern Flemifli coaft, between 
Dunkirk and Calais ; that to make fine cloth it was neceflary 
to mingle it with Ibmc Englilli wool : and that the Scotifti im- 
ports from Flanders were mercery, but more haberdaftiery, 
cart-wheels, and wheel-barrows. 

Further hints concerning commerce may be derived from 
the ftatutes. Salmon formed an important article of export ; 
in 1487 it was ordered that each barrel ftiould be capable of 

containing 
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containing fourteen gallons; and that each burgh dealing in *4j7-- 
that article Ihould have three iron hoops, to mealure the calk, 
which is afterw'ards to be marked witli a hot iron. Cattle,'*'**'*^ 
were not allowed to be fold into England, except for ready 
money *. Many other regulations concerning merchandi/.e 
ha\ c already been ftated, in narrating the tranla^lions of the 
parliaments. It is lingular that an a6t of 1458 *, bearing that 
merchants muft be burgelles worth at Icaft three ferjilaiihs oi' 
wool, is only enatSied by the clergy and barons ; the intcrcfl 
of the burgefles being efteemed a ground for excluding them 
from the deliberation. 

A ftatute of 1467 conllderably illuRrates the fubjc 61 . “ It 
is ordained that in future no (hip be freighted without a charter- 
party, containing the follow ing agreements ; namely that the 
mailer of the fhip lhall find a ilifficient lleerfman, tymmer^men, 
and lliip-men fit for the fervice. That the mailer gratuitoufly 
furnilh the mcrcliants with fire, 'wzXeT^ and lalt. If there 
happen any cojttention or difpute between the mailer and the 
merchants, they lhall abide by the jurilHiftion and decree of 
the town to which the Ihip is freighted. That no merchant’s 
goods be torn or fpoiled by improper llowagc, nor anywife 
injured by the mailer or his fervants, on penalty of lofmg the 
freight, over and above compaifation for the damage. That 
the mailer How no goods upon the upper deck, clle they lhall 
bear no freight; and no goods under deck, that may injure the 
others in a tcmpcfl. That every Ihip exceeding five lap of 
goods lhall pay to the chaplain of the nation in the foreign 
• port, one fack; and under five lajh:, half a lack; on the pe- 
nalty of five pounds to the king. No drink money is to be 
paid to the mailer, or his agents. Each Ihip, homeward bound, 

’ 1487, c. 110. I45r» c. 35. * Cap. 67. 
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i437_fliall bring one tuti of materials/ for the church- work of the 
1488 town to which it is frci;^ted*.” 

Concerning foreign merchants an important regulation was 
iiltwd by James III, in his lalt pp^liamcnt 1487. ** For the 
common profit of the Whole reatm, and to excite Grangers of 
other realms to vifit this, withi grain and other merchandize, 
to fupport the king^s i^je£ts ; it is; ordained, that in future all 
llrangers be treatal &nounddy, with all favour, at whatever 
port they arrive. ThisUb none? of our fovercign lord’s oiHcers, 
nor other iubjeds, difturb them, or arreft their perfbns, fhips, 
or goods ; but they fliall have full liberty and freedom to dif- 
pofe of their goods, and fell them to free^men^ 'without com- 
puliion or violence : nor fhall any price be fct upon their goods, 
except in fair bai^in and &le. That no new cuftoms, impofi- 
tions, nor exadipns, be levied on them, but iblely the ancient 
duties. And when any articles are wanted for the king, that 
his comptroller, or receiver, after the price has been fettled, 
fhall have as muds of the firfl and beft, as is neceflary ; for 
which immediate pajreicient fhall be made, that the Grangers 
may not fufibf'by the delay.. That in future no perfbn, under 
pretence of purt^afing for the king, take goods from Arangers, 
to fell again, under the penalty of exile, and efeheat of move- 
ables. And any Grangers now in the realm, complaming of 
any goods taken fi^m them, or any injury, fhall have imme- 
diate payflMnt and compenfation, according to jufUce : and in 
like manner any now abfent, who may arrive with complaints, 
fhall receive compenfation and juAice, againA any perfon in 
die kingdom : fb that by the adminiflration of juAice, and fa- ■ 
vourablc treatment of all Arangers, they may be excited to 
return, to the great utility of the whole kingdom . 

* Cap. 14. A was about twelve barrels, or two fatks of wool. See 

Skeoe Glolf. vocc Serf lath. * Cap. 114. 


The 
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The fame monarch, about 1476, grants a paflj)orttofomei437— 
Florentine merchants Commerce was now in a flourilhing ^4^^ 
condition in many countries; France, the ally of Scotland,'"*''^ 
had beheld Jaques Coeur, goldimith or banker to the king, 
attain enormous wealth by induftrious trade. In the reign of 
James II John Dalrymple had the lingular title of the king's 
merchant * ; and perhaps carried on commerce for his fove- 
rcign’s behoof. It has already been Hated that James III had 
Ihips, his own private property ; one of which was taken by 
a vellel belonging to the duke of GloccHer. Nor were the 
biHiops, and barons, averle to tliis laudable ipirit of adven- 
turc. 

Of the annual value of the cuHpms, andi extent of tlw trade, 
no evidence remains^; and any further UluHrations of the Hate 
of commerce mull be referyed till another retrofpefl, after 
remarking that the colleflor of the cuHoms Is, in the ftatutes, 
termed the cuftotner : and that fums ariling from them were 
often alligned by the monarch, as annuities of compcnlation 
or reward. 

The nominal value of the Scotilh money, compared to the 
Engliih, was about one to two, till 1451, when it became as 
one to two and a half; and five years after as one to three. 

In 1467 it was about one to three and a half: and at laH, in 
1475, as one to four : in which Hate it continued till the reign 
of Mary. The gold coin has St. Andrew on one /idc, and 
the arms of Scotland on Ae other; and from the latter it was 
termed the Lion ; it alfo bore the name rof Demy, becaufe 
in the time of James I it weighed half the Engliih noble. 

James III coined gold Unicorns, fb called becaufe that animal 

* Scotft. Cal. 1476. * Ibid. Jan. and Aug. 1459. 

* In *365 the cufloms on wool were valued at eight thouland marks yearly. 

4to Regifter, f. 41. 
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1437— was chofen as the fupporter of the Scotiih armorial bearings; 

1488 apparently by this prince, the fupporter of the Stewart’s arms 
having been a flag It is almoA unneceflary to mention that 
the devices, imputed to our monarchs, and retailed by our 
later hiftorians, are the futile inventions of the laft century *. 

The fdver denominations were groats, half-groats, and 
pennies. Cochran, in the reign of James III, ilTued bale 
groats and pennies ; the former were called placks, and only 
pafled for three-pence; in 1482 this corrupt coin was re- 
voked 

The copper coinage of Scotllmd commences in 1 466. Of 
James III there are only farthings : of his fucceflbr pennies, 
half-pence, and farthings. A little filver is mingled, fo as to 
conditute what is called billon. 

The ilatutes (hew that Englilh, French, and Flemilh coins 
were not unfrequent in currency. 

Concerning Navigation little can be added till the reign of 
James IV, though the Scotifh navy commenced in that of his 
predcccflbr, when Wood and Barton began to diftinguiih them- 
fclves. In 1458 the rates ir ipofed for repairing the harbour of 
Dundee were, ten (hillings on every (hip ; five (hillings on a 
crayer, buls, barge, or ballinger\ twelve pence on every fercoJl\ 
and fix-pence on large boats *. Other circumftances may be 
found in the text and notes of the narrative. 

* For the coin fee Ander/bn’s Dipl, with Ruddiman's introdudlion ; and 
EHay on Medals> London 17899 2 vols. 8vo. 

* 'fhey are quoted by Abercromby from one Kcape's Genealogies written 
about 1680, Granger and Guthrie repeat the idle fidions. Anderfon gravely 
publiihes them with the coins! 

^ Lindfayi 120. Chron. end of Winton, fub anno. 

^ Anderfon Diit. of Commerce, I, 277. 
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SECTION V. 

Ecclejiajlic Hijiory^ Literature^ Language, 

THE few incidents of ecclefiaftic hiftory are moftly inter- 1437— 
woven in the preceding books. Defervedly jealous of the papal 1488 
power, our kings continued to guard, by repeated iftatutes, tlie 
liberties of the Scotilli church, which in fome tncafure cor- 
refponded with thofe of the Gallican. In 1471 the purchafe 
of any benefice or office at Rome was declared treafon ' ; that 
avaricious court contriving at this period to draw immenfe 
hims from moft Eiuropean kingdoms, by the fale of benefices, 
by arbitrary taxations, indulgences, and other arts: but the 
cx})encc of the bulls of confirmation was to continue a feverc 
tax on the Scotiffi biffiops and abbots. 

The clergy loudly exclaimed againft James III, for quaffiing 
the freedom of eledlion, and afifuming into his own hands the 
nomination to vacant benefices, which he fometimes fold to 
laymen. This ’right was to become a confiderable fourcc of 
influence to the crown, when no minority intervened ; but it 
was perhaps one caufe of the enmity betrayed by Mair, Boyces 
and other ecclefiaftic writers^ againft the royal family and : 
prerogative. The avarice of the pope, a churchman, wmold 
have been more tolerable to them than that of their fovereign ; 
and the injury of their holy monopoly was an unpardonable 
oftence. James I had, in his firft parliament, ordered that no 
clergyman ffiould pafs or fend an agent out of the realm, 
without permiffion ; and that no benefices ffiould be purchafed* : 


» Cap. 44. 


• Cap. 13, 14* 
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1437— but the royal nomination feems rarely to have been exercifed 
1488 till the reign of James 111 ; and the wealth of the church, 
which was at leaft equivalent to that of all the lay-intereft, 
became a great objc 61 of flate intrigue. In 1481 “ it is or- 
dained by the king and his three eftates, concerning the pri- 
vilege of the crown, ufed and obferved in all times part, in 
the prefentation to benefices during a vacancy in the fees of 
bifhops, that our fovereign lord, and his fucceflbrs, (hall in 
future, during the vacation of a fee, have power to prefent to 
benefices, till the bifhop fhew his bulls to the king’s highnels 
and to the chapter. And in cafe that our fovereign lord, of 
his fpecial grace and favour, admit any prelate to his tempo- 
ralities before, he fhew his bulls, flich admiflion fhall imply no 
prejudice nor harm to his highnels, concerning the faid privi- 
lege and right of prefentation 

Wliile even the penury of Scotland was taxed to pamper 
papal avarice, and luxury, the miferies of other kingdoms 
were extreme. On the enquiry into the caufes of the poverty 
of France, iuftituted in the States General held at Tours in 
1484, though the Tiers-Etqt chiefly coniifted of clergy and 
maijiresy it was agreed that the chief caufe was the avarice of 
the popes, Alexander and Martin, which had drained the 
kingdom of not lefs than two millions of gold : much of the 
coin had alfb paffed to England, and none remained in France 
except foreign money. The bifhoprics of France at that time 
amounting to one hundred and one, the abbies and conventual 
priories to more than three thoufand, the efFeds of papal ex- 
tortion were very extenfive; and it is ordered that no legate be. 
be in future admitted to pillage the kingdom *. 

It 

* Cap. 85. * Jaligny hill, dc Charles VIII, Paris 1684, folio, p. 399 

.—409. Sec in the fame work, p. 598, a papal dlfpcnfation, mentioning the 

days 
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It 18 not a little remarkable that the papal dominions them- 1437 — 
felves, at a time when all the wealth of Europe was pouring 1488 
into them, were almoft a defert ; a Rriking inftancc of the 
abfurd and heterogeneous nature of ecclefiaiftic power in tem- 
poral affairs. The Rate of the church-lands in Scotland re- 
mains in obfeurity ; but while the clergy fometimes afpired to 
commerce, they do not appear to have advanced agriculture. 

Kcclefiaftic cenfures, and excommunication, beginning to 
be defpifed in the reign of James 11 , they were enforced by 
fecular penalties ’. In 1469 the power of appointing .notaries 
in civil caufes was affumed by the king, though the German 
emperor had before been underffood to poflefs that prerogative. 

Yet the regal notaries are to be examined by th&.bilhops ; and 
the papal notaries retain their power 

The eloquence of the pulpit remained in a low condition. 

Some judgment of it may be formed from the latin oration of 
Whitlaw to Richard III, in which he quotes Virgil, Statius, 

Cicero, and Seneca ; and among other arguments for peace 
fays, “ Chrift \^s born in peace, was buried in peace, fleeped 
in peace, and refted in peace.” Yet in England at that period 
Dr. Shaw, and Friar Pinke, were celebrated preachers at St. 
l^ul’s crofs, in the popular- idiom to a popular audience; and 
perhaps inftituted the execrable example of political fermons, 
by promoting the fanguinary ufurpation of Richard. In de- 
lineating the charafler of bifhop Kennedy, Lindlay fays “ he 
caufed all parfbns and vicars, to remain at their parifh churches. 


days of each month, on iviiich Anne duchefs of Bourbon might obtain remif- 
fion of all fins, committed by her, or by any ten ^J^rfons whom flie might 
name. No religious fyftcm ever perverted morality fo much as the roman ca- 
tholic ; pardon for fins is ever a dangerous tenet ; a better creed would prevent 
crimes by denying any celefiial pardon. 

® I443f 7* *449> c. ii. 1469 , c. 31 * 
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1437— for mftniftion and edifying of their flocks, and caufed them 
1 488 to preach the word of Gal unto the people, and to vifit them 
when they were fick. And alfo the faid bilhop vifited every 
church within his diocefo, four times in the year, and preached 
to the parifliioners the word of God truly; and enquired of 
them if they were duly inftrufted in the word of God, by their 
parfon and vicar, and if their lacraments were duly admi- 
niftered, and if the poor were foflained, and the youth edu- 
cated and taught, conformably to the order that was taken in 
the church of God. And where he found that' order was not 
followed he made great puniihment, to the efiedl that God’s 
glory might (hine through all the country witliin his diocefc ; 
giving good example to all future archbilhops, and churchmen 
in general, to cauie the patrimony of the church of God be ufod 
for the glory of God, and the common benefit of the poor 
The remainder of the charafter of this venerable prelate 
may well intcreft the reader, as a piftufe of ecclefiaftic worth, 
drawn in fimplc and plcafmg colours. He was a man well 
learned in the civil laws, and of great exp|riencc in them ; 
and by his genius, literature, Jtnowledge, lengthened pradlice, 
and years, he knew the nature of Scotifhmen fo well, that he 
was the moil able of all the lords of Scotland, • Ipiritual or 
temporal, to give any wile couniel, or an anfwcr when the 
time occurred, before the prince or the council ; and fpecially 
in the time of parliament, or when the embailadors of other 
countries came for their affairs, there was none fo able as he 
to give them anfwer, conformably to their petition, and the 
defires of their mailers. When any commotions occurred in- 

’ P* no, edit. 1778, 8vo. That feitnons were common in the vulgar 
tongue before the reformation alfo appears from the Diarium yazjtenifife, p. 150, 
where in 1489 the bilhop of Lincopen “ fecit fermonem ad populum in 
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the realm, Ijie (hewed equal wifdom; for he gave couiiiel to 1437— 
king Jam(»ll, when he was ready to depart out of Scotland, *488 
for fear of the earl of Douglas who had gathered againft him 
to the number of forty thou&nd men, ready to give him 
battle, or ehc to chafe him out of the realm/* Lindlay adds 
that the bifliop led the king into his oratory ; and after prayers 
produced a (heaf of arrows, not to be broken when joined, 
but eaiUy fraftured apart : from this demonftration of an Elb- 
pian apologue he (hewed that the power of the ariftocracy mud 
be alTailed by degrees 

The (late of the church may al(b be eftimated from the ol^ 
poem before quoted ♦. One of the queftions is, Why the pious 
bifhops, and clergy, of former tim^, excrcifed all good works, 
and performed miracles ; while no fuch praftife or power, ap- 
peared among their fuccelTors ? The anfwer is, that anciently 
the bifljops were chofen by the people, after invocation of the 
Holy Ghoft, either from among Ac clergy of that chapter, 
or by feledling from thofe of all the kingdom the perfon mod 
proper for that particular fee : that now they are appointed by 
the king, and introduced by the foie hand of power; fo that they 
can work no miracles, except by the fpecial aflidance of the 
devil ; that no man procures a benefice by merit, literature, 
or even birth, but folely by gold, (imony being accounted no 
tranfgre(fion : and the Holy Ghoft having ho hand in the elec- 
tion, his, precious gifts were in confequcnce not imparted; 
while the re^ infpiration could only confer the love of gold, 
a gift of no miraculous nature : smd the bi(hops being them- 
felves (horn, they praihfed the (hearing of their flocks with 

* Ibid. Liodfay is fofond of this ftory, that he has interpolated it into his 
tranflation of Boyce’s reign of James II, p. ^4 ; and repeats it here at full 
length. 

* Priefts of Peebles, uii /uprt, p. i6, 17. 

VOL. I. H h h 


great 



BOOK IX. 


418 

1437— great ailiduity and fucceft; this being the genuine meaning of 
1488 the fymbolic ccclefiaftical tonfiirc. 

While the biihops, and many abbots, were lords as having 
feats in parliament, the inferior clergy were dillinguilhed by 
the titles of Majier and Sir ; the former perhaps appropriated 
to a Mafter of Arts, the latter to one who had palTed all his 
degrees, or polTelled ^ conliderable benefice. When Mary of 
Gelder came to Sco^nd, Gerard Boot monk of the Char- 
trcufe, her confeffor attended her ; on a voyage to Flanders he 
was taken by the Englilh and robbed. In recompenfe Henry V I 
orders him a prefent of twenty yaurds of fine black cloth 

Though the repeated internal commotions were unfavourable 
to the progrefe of literature, yet feveral writers arofe during 
this period. Margaret the dauphinefs, as has already appeared, 
was a poetels in French ; and perhaps (bme of her ballads and 
rondeaux may lurk in the libraries of France. Holland, the 
author of the Houlat, wrote about 1450 ; Henry the Rimer, 
a Rrolling poet, repeated his fables concerning Wallace, about 
1460 or 1470: and about the fame period Clerk of Tranent 
feems to have composed his metrical romances on the adven- 
tures of Gawin, a knight of Arthur’s court*. The riming 
prophecies, afi:ribed to Merlin, Beda, and others, were of 
Englilh growth ; but were adopted in Scotland with all the 
credulity of a dark period, and had even their influence on 
public meafures, thefe books of the Sybil being confulted and 
repeated; in this and the foUowing century, with great con- 
fidence in the application of the predi6tion 

^ Rymer’s Unprinted Papers, BritiPi Mufeum, No. 4610, art. 67. 

* For the poets in general fee the various volumes of ancient Scotilh poetry 
publiihed by the author. . 

’ They are the bell remains of the EngUlh poetry of the fifteenth century ; 
and tlicre is an excellent ms in the marquis of Lanfdowne’s library. 
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Holland and Clerk build their’ftanza in a fmgular manner; 1437— 
and the alliteration, and frequent recurrence of the fame riitie, * 4^8 
render their poetry afic£fed and oblcure. 

In the middis of Maii, at morne as 1 went. 

Throw mirth markit on mold^ till a grene meid; 

The blemis blyweft of blee fro the Ibhe blent. 

That all brychnit about the bordouris on breid. 

With alkin herbis off air, that war in erd lent, 

The fieldis flowryfehit, and. fretful of fkirheid. 

So loft was the fealbos our ibvrane down lent. 

Throw the greabill gift off his godheid, 

That all was amialde ower the air, and the erd. 

Thus throw the clifts lb clere 
Above, but fallow or fercj 
I waikit till a riweir, 

That ryallye rer’d *. 

Nor in the lift of poets muft the aul^un' of the Tajes of the 
Priefts of Peebles be forgotten, whole homely rimes refled 
confiderable light on the manners of the age. 

The chief chronicler of this period was Bowar, the enlarger 
and continuator of Fordon’s work. He wrote in the year 
1444^; and Scotilh hiftory is indebted to his labour, though 
his deplorable defed of ju(%ment render his work a mere chaos 
of materials, mingled with eqpentiic digrefllons, and excurflve 
reading. Yet from thefe the ftate of learning in the country 
may be eftimated. He quotes upwards of one hundred authors', 
and among them many latin clalfics ; but former compilations 
no doubt fupplied him with much of his erudition. The 
common ufe of paper rapidly inefeafed the number of ma- 

* Holland's Houlat, Scotiih Poems Reprinted, III, 147. 

* P. 490 : in the 14th year of the age of James It, born in 1430. 
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1^27— nufcripts : and the invention •of printing was ftill more to ferve 
1488 the caufe of fcience. 

Bowar had- unhappily no fucceflbr till John Mair wrote in 
1 521 ; and for the affairs of the fifteenth century we are in- 
debted to the refearchcs of Lindfay, Ferrerius, Lefley, and 
Buchanan, who do not indicate their fburces of information. 
Yet apparently Ihort chronicles Were written, and prefervcd 
in the monafteries, till tJiey periflied in the violence of the re- 
formation, or mouldered amid the negled of literature, in the 
flicceeding century of ecclefiafttc difpute and fanaticifm. In 
his laft chapter Bowar lays he defifts from writing, left he 
.might leem to ftatter the living afterS; and he (^ofes with the 
following advice.* ** It is properly ordered in moft countries,, 
and as I have heard in England^ that every monaftery of royal 
foundation ihould have its appropriated fcribe, ''to narrate the 
more' memondile wents, that occur during each reign, in that 
and die neighbohring countries, according to ftri«ft truth, and 
chroiK>logy. On the death of a king, thefe chroniclers proceed 
to the firft genetid coundl, and produce tlletr labours ; which 
are referred to the examinatiPh of the moft fagacious and 
IkUlful, who from the, whole ‘digeft one fummary chronicle. 
The books are then returned to the libraries^ the monafteries, 
as authentic chronicles deferving of faith, lef^fcy the lapfe of 
time the memory of events IhouJd perilh in the kingdom. So 
would I advife our king to order, left if the prelent work Ihould 
be loft, which, heaven forbid, the iinetaory of popes, kings^ 
peers, and illuftri^ men, fttp^d lai^ perilh ; with the in- 
citements to virtue, or die cautions againft faults, which are 
afforded by the perufal of their a£lioirs This advice was 
unhappily not followed: and our monarchs, amid their pa- 


* P. 5*7- 
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tronage of the arts, fccm little to have attended to the utility 1437— 
and glory of national hiftory. The monadic cellar was better 1 488 
replenilhed than the library ; and the jolly inhabitants preferwd 
one terreftrial beauty to all the nine mules. In France, as 
has appeared in narrating the events of 1448, thtfTe was a 
chronicler at St. Denis, who inlerted narratives upon the oaths 
of the relators: and indeed every hidoriau ought to write 
as if he had made a folemn adeveration, in the prefence 
of God and his country, that truth lhall be his foie purfuit. 

The judicious Fortefcue informs us that the chronicler of 
St. Albans wrote, at the end of every month, what had hap- 
pened in its courfo: and that this work, which was called 
Flores Chronicarumt was of more authority than any in Eng- 
land *. 

In the other departments of fcience Yittle appears. Sir Gil- 
bert Hay, formerly chamberlain, to Charles VII of France, in 
1456 tranflated Bonet’s Arbre des Batailles, a once popular 
bpok of arms and heraldry, into Scotidi,* at the requed of 
William Sinclair earl of Orkney and chancellor ’. 

For the language of this epoch the appendix may be. con- 
fulted, where fevcral papers in Scotilh will be found.. In 
general there is little difference, in the fpeech of England • or. 
Scotland, between this and the following century ; and the 
f polling is as little redundant.. 

* Declaration of Sir John Foitefcue on certain writings fent from Scotland, . 
againft the title of Edward IV to the Englifli crown, ms. Harl. 1757, 

* Mackenzie’s lives Sc. writen from the 1 m8 . in his pofleflion. . 
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SECTION VL 

Ornamental Artiy Manners^ Dnfs, 


* 437 “” THE GotKic architedhire had now attained its greateft 
perfcftion, in lublimity, richnefs, and variety. About 1444 
William Sinclair, the celebrated earl of Orkney, founded a 
collegiate church at Roflin, four miles from Edinburgh, for a 
provoft, fix prebendaries, and two finging boys *. A chapel, 
which remains entire, is a gem of Gothic architedhire, uni- 
verlally known and admired. 

James III was fo fond of this art that Cochran, an architect, 
became his chief favourite. Befides the great hall in the caftle 
of Stirling, he fou|jdcd the royal chapel there, an inftitution 
of great magnifipence for that age The dean was to be the 
queen’s confeffor, and to have epifcopal jurifdiftion : this 
dignity was firft annexed to the provoftry of Kirkheugh near 
St. Andrew’s, another royal chapel j and afterwards fo the 
bifh6pric‘ of Galloway. There were befides a fub-dean, fa- 
criilan, chanter^ treafiirer, chancellor, arch-deacon, fixteeii 
chaplains, and fix fiudng boys, with a malier of mufic. IThe 
endowments confilled of two ii^bies, litimerous churches, and 
lands. James IV was to maintain and;i:|darge the ihIHtution ; 
and to procure the ^^al confirmation^ 'The arcKitefturei 

Bowar, 541, fays it was building when he wrote, 1444. Crawf. Off. 34, 
dates the foundation 1441. And ft# Spottifwoode, Rel. Houfes, p. a88. If 
the renuuning.ehapel. be th^ chief ftbric, it ban hardly be called a collegiate 
church. * 14 ndlay, .&c. * Spottifwoode, ib. 


and 
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and decorations, apparently correfpondcd with the greatnefi 
of the revenue annexed, and with (he royal favour and piety. 

In the year 14.58 bilhop Kennedy founded St. Salvat|(|f*8 
college in St. Andrew’s : and erefted a magnificent tomb for 
himfclf in whic^ he was interred in 1466 ^ This tomb is 
a favourable fpecimen of the ftate of the arts at that period. 
But a Turkifli cufiom, of a plain ftone, with a large hole or 
two to collect rain-water, that the birds may find drink, 
breathes more of chriftian humility and charity. 

The large golden medal of Jaiiaes appended to the 
fhrine of Stt John at Amiens, and minutely deicribed by Du 
Cange, was probably the produdlion of an Italian or Flemifli 
artift. That Ibme emhient forei^ painter had allb vifitcd 
Scotland about 1482, appears from the celebrated picture at 
Kcnfington, in the form of a folding altar piece, painted on 
both fidcs, or in four compartments. The firft repre^nts the 
king kneeling ; behind hint is his Ion, a youth about twelve 
years *of age, which alcertains the date j and St. Andrew the 
patron faint of Scotland. The royal crown is not arched, 
nor was apparently, till the reign of James V, when new re- 
galia were ordered, but it Ims. high fleurons of great richnefs ; 
the robe is of a lilac hue furred wifih ermine ; . the veft, clpdi of 
gold. In the fecond compatfiment the queen appears, alfb 
kneeling, in a kirtle of cloth of gold,, and blue robe; her 
head-drefs one blasse of^ gold ^d jewels : the arms depicted 
with exa£l heraldry indicate me daughter *of Denmark r and 
behind her b a perfonage m piate-armour, apparently her 
father in the character of St».Canute, the patron of his king- 
dom. . 

Of. the two compartments,v on the reverfe of this grand 
piece, one reprefents the Trinity. In the other an ecclefiaflic 

» Ibid. 
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1437— kneels; but his heraldry ‘of three buckles and a cheveron can 
1488 hardly be traced, except to the obfcure family of Bonkil in 
tl|| Merfe *.• Behind is a kind of organ, with two angels, not 
ofideal beauty, and perhaps portraits of the king’s two fifters, 
Mary lady Hamilton, and Margaret then Uj||^arned ; a con- 
jcflure fiipported by the uncommon ornament of a coronet’ on 
the head of one of the angels. Hardly can any kingdom in 
Europe boaft of a more noble family pidhire of this early 
epoch : and it is in itielf a convincing fpecimen of the atten- 
tion of James Ilf the arts 

In 


• It may be Sir William Rogers, or fomc other eminent foreigner. 

* The ilyle of painting, as ufual in fiich early pieces, is that of the miniatures 
in manuferipts enlarged, originally the produdions of monks and nuns. In 
that curious work the DIarium Vazjienenfe^ publiihed by Bcnzcllus at Upfal 
•1721, 4.to, being a minute chronicle of events happening at Wadltcna, on the 
AVetterlake, in a convent of monks and nuns united, a privilege peculiar to 
frigid regions, the following notices occur, concerning the arts nouriflied by the 
mooaderies. 

1477- Dominica infra odavas b. Martini, obiit foror Botildis Pxdhcrs 
dorter, quae fiiit bona feriptrix, et fcripfit magna volumtda, miflalia et alia.** 
1487, Jn tertia doRiinict pod o^lavas epiphanix Domini, Dn. Henriciis 
epife. jLincopenfis confecravit unam virginem in fororem, nomine Chridinam 
Henrikrdotter, natam Upfalix, et unum fratrem laicum, nomine Gerardum, 
nationc Thcotonicum, qui novit fculpcre et depingerc.** 

X491. In die S. S. Cofmx et Damiani tranfibaht fratres Petrus Ingemari 
facerdos, et Gerardus lakus, yerfiis id faciendum imprimi libros coe- 

ledeq^Revelationum S» Rrgittx. EtfPt annum evolutum, impredis ct perfedis 
oAingentis vohiminibus in papyro, et fedeeixn duntaxat in pergamcno, redie- 
Tunt in monaderium finim, anno Deu 1492, circa feftumS. Katharinx virginis 
«t martyria**' 

1520. In cradtno S. Gregortt obiit foior Ckridina HanRadotter Bra(ka, 
anno a ftia profeflione Ixvti. Hxc fiiit bona Icrijptrix, et feripferat plurimos 
libros, Deo gratias/’ 

The unicorns, or gold coiiw, of James IH are of gopd artids for the time. 
For the Teals of this and preceding periods may be confulted the work of Mr. 

Adie 
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In (lefcribing the charader of that prince, Fcrrcrins men- 1437— 
tions that he not only loved literature, and invited John Ire- *4^8 
land a celebrated Scotilh dodor of the Sorbonne into his kip|[- 
dom, and rewarded his talents ^vith a rich benefice ; but ex- 
tended his patroi|^gc to mulic in particular. William Roger, 
an excellent Englifh mufician, having attended the embafla- 
dors of Edward IV into Scotland in 1474, James was delighted 
with his performances ; and perfuading him to remain in his 
court, railed him to knighthood* ** Under the inflrudion of 
this man, the moR celebrated of his profeflion, numerous 
eminent muficians arol'e in the court of. Scotland : and, e\ cn fo 
late as 1529, many great muficians boalled that they u erc of 
his fchool 

Holland, in his poem of the Houlat or owl, apparently a 
fatire on James II, by a partizair of the houfe of Douglas, 
•mentions no lels than twenty five kinds of mufical inRru- 
ments 

In proceeding to conlider the Rate of Manners, the military 
cxerciles attrad the firft notice. To promote the pradilc of 
archery, the games of foot-ball, and the golf, continued under 
ft rong prohibition. * Yet the highlanders app<?ar to have been 
the chief archers in the ancient ScotUh armies, while the low- 
landers preferred the ipear. In -deferibing the army of 
James 111 , in 1488, Lindfay enumerates no lels than ten 
thoufand highlanders with bows, under the earls of Huntley 
and Athole '. Repeated ftat®s were ineffcdual to introduce 

Aftk- on the fubjift ; and the drawings, preferved in fomc ms. collections by 
Sir James Balfour, in the Harlcian library. The fcals of the middle ages in 
general are well illuftrated by Mahni, OJ/ihiaziani Iftoriche Jopra i SigilH, I' lo- 
rcnce 1739 — 1744* 6 vols. 4to. * f. 391.. 

* Scotilh Poems, 1792, Vol. Ill, p. 179. 

* The author of the Prefent State of Scotland, i68*, mentions, p. 6, bows 
and arrows as the chief weapons of the highlanders, even of that period. 

VOL, I. 1 1 i archery 
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1427— archery in the lowlands. One of the moft precife is that of 
1488 James II, in his noted parliament of 1458. It is decreed 
and ordained that the difplays of weapons be held by the lords 
and barons, fpiritual and temporal, ibur times in the yeai : 
and that the fo{)t-ba]l and golf be utterly cried down, and not 
to b.c uled. That the bow-marks be made^ a pair of buts at 
every parifh church, apd Ihooting be praftiled. That every 
man flioot fix Ihots at leaf!: ; and that two pence be. levied 
upon the ablent, for dtink to the Ihooters* The pradice ta 
laft from Eafrcr till All-laints ; and all to be ready by next 
midfummer. That there be a bowyer, and fletcher, in every 
chief town o£ a (hire ; the town to furnilh them with the ne- 
ceflary materials to ferve the country. The penalty 011 foot- 
ball and golf, a fine to the baron ; and if he negled, the king’s 
officers (hall levy it. If the parifh be large,, there fhall be 
three, four, or five bow-marks, in the moft convenient places ; 
and that all men exceeding twelve atid under fifty years of age 
pradife archery t.” 

Among the great the chief exercile of arms was the folemn 
tournament, which might almoft be clafifed under the head of 
Tadics, did that fcience comprize the preparations for war. 
Thcfe grand difplays of martial Ikill were feldom undertaken by 
any, fave thofc who had been folemnly invefted with the order 
of knighthood, an inftitution forming a kind of fraternal fbciety 
throughout Europe, and whicl^ontributed not a little to divert 
war of its horrours, to abate Rional animofity, and to pro- 
mote the intercourfe and confequent civilization of remote 
kingdoms. 

Knights were generally created with great folemnity by the 
king himlclf ; fometimes by the general, or other aged knights 

* Cip. 64. 

of 
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of eminent fame before a battle. The ancient oath adminif- 1437— 
tred in Scotland has been preferved, and deferves infertion, as *488 
A curious relique of the fpirit of chiyalry. ‘ v— ' 

1. “ I (hall fortify and defend the chrifUan religion, to the 
Ottermoft of my power. 

2. “ I fhall be loyal and true to my foverfeij^ lord the king ; 
to all orders of chivalry, and to the noble office of arms. 

3. “ I fhall fortify and defend juftice at my power; and 
•that without favour or enmity. 

4. “ I fhall never flee from my fbvereign lord the king ; 
nor from his lieutenants, in time of aflniy or battle. 

5. fhall defend my native realm from all aliens and 

ftrangers. ^ ; i-' 

6. I fhall defend the -juft a£tion and quarrel of ail ladies 
of honour, of all true and friehdlels widows, of orphans, and 
of maidens of good fame. 

7. “ I fhall do difigence, wherefo^er I hear that there arc 

any murderers, traitors, or mal^erful robbers, who opprefi the 
king’s lieges, aM poor people, to bring them to the law at my 
power* . ^ ‘ 

8. “ 1 fhall maintain and uphold, the noble fbite of chi- 
valry, with horfe, armour, and other knightly habiliments ; 
and fhall help and foccout thofe of the fame order, at fny 
power, if th^ have need. 

9. ** 1 fhall enquire and fe|||| to have the knowledge and 
underflanding of all the articles, and points, contained in the 
books of chivalry. 

“ All thefe premifes to obferve, keep, and fulfill, T oblige 
me ; fo help me God by my own hand, and by God himfclf 

The 

* From a book intituled ** Certain matters compofed together,” Edin. 1594, 

4 to, being a kind of Scotiib court calendar. The oath occurs lign. F. 2, v. 

1 i i a whence 
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1 437— The Scotilh knights continued to vyc with any in Eurojic.. 

1488 Xhe celebrated, tourney of 1449 has already been briefly men- 
tinned in the hiftorical narrative, but a minute account of that 
noted conteft fhall here be tranflated, as literally as poflible, 
from the Memoirs of- Olivier de la Marche, a contemporary. 
Burgundian writer; as a picture of manners, delineated in 
plain and limple colours 

“ When Meflire Jaques de Lalain faw that there was no 
further occafion for him there, he returned, and found the 
good duke of Burgundy in his city of Lille, who received liim 
favourably: but he Iboh took leave of the duke, and fet out 
for Scotland. Me was accompanied by Meflire Simon de La- 
lain, his uncle, ahd Herve de Meriadet, and many other 
worthy men ; andffo far as I underfband Meflire James Doug- 
las, brother of the earl of Douglas, and the (aid Meflire Jaques 
de I^lain, had formerly wifhed to meet in arms, and had 
fought each other for that purpofe. At the inftance of the faid 
Meflire James Douglas battle was permitted by the king, be- 
tween him and M. Jaques de Lalain : but the affair grew and 
multiplied fo that a confli6l to-ouirance was concluded on, of 
three noble Scotifhmcn, againfl: M. Simon and M. Jaques de 
Lalain, and Her\'e de Meriadet, all to fight at once before 
the king of Scotland. And when the day of the confli6t came, 
the king moft honourably received them in the lifts : and 
though J was not niylelf a Ipe^ator, yet I muft recount, the. 

whence it is copied in Stldcn’s Titles of Honour, and Drummonds works, 
I'herc arc however modern interpolations, here omitted, as art. i, “ and 
Chriftes holy cMingel, prefciuly preached in this realm,'* an addition by i!ic 
reformers: art. 4, “ the king’s 

‘ Liv. I. c. 17 ; p. 271—274, edit. Gaud 1566, 4to. Meriadet was a fquire 
of Bretagne, ib, p, 265. Jaques de Lalain was at length killed by a cannon- 
Ihot in 1453, P- 394 - church and manfion of . Lalain were in Huinaulr, a 
noted country of w^arriors. 
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ceremonies, foi’ example to future times. For three memo- 1437— 
rable things occur, befides the battle, which was moft fiercely 1488 
Uiiputed on both lides.” v— 

“ The firft was, that when the tliree belonging to the court 
of Burgundy were all armed, and each his coat of arms on his 
back, ready to enter into battle, M. Jaques de.Lalain ipokc to 
M. Simon his uncle, and to Meriadet, aiid faid, “ Mcliicurs 
and my brothers in the conflifl, you know that it is my enter- 
prize which has led us mto this kingdom, and that in coufe- 
quence the battle has been granted toM. James Douglas ; and 
although each of us may aflift his comrade, I beg and requeR 
yx)u that, whatever befall me day, none; of you attempt 
to fuccour me, for it would feem that you had paffed the fea, 
and entered into this conflifl only to alTiR me ; and that you 
did not hold or know m^ a man^bleio fuRain the allault and 
combat of one knight, and.henee lefs account will be held of 
me and my knighthood.’’ 

After this requeR fallied from the pavilions the champi- 
ons in armour, funjilhed with j«e?, lances, .fwords, daggers ; 
and they had leave, either to throw or pufli their lances as they 

“ The two Meffires James Douglas and Jaques de Lalain 
were in the middle, to encounter each other, which they did. 

On the right was M, Simon de Lalain, who was to engage a 
Scotifli fquire, and Meriadet was to meet a knight of high 
power and fame ; but they ftund themlelves tranfvcrfe, fo 
that the knight was oppofite to M. Simon : and then Meriadet, 

(who dehred to affail him who was appointed, without regard 
to. the flrength or fame of his antagoniR,) pafled acrofs, to 
place himfelf before M. Simon, and meet his man. But the 
good knight coldly and firmly turned towards Meriadet, and 
faid, “ Brother let each keep himlelf to his opponent ; and 1 

Riall 
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14,27— ftiall well if it pleafe God*” . So Meriadct refumed his lank 
1488 before his aAtag(^nift i uiid this is the fecond. thmg which I 
^ ~ ’ defired to commemorate.” 


** The champions began to ;^vance each againft the other ; 
and becauie that the three on the part of Burgundy doubted 
leafl: the place, might be too confined, for fo. many lances, 
they all three threw their lances behind them, (the third caule 
of my recital ;) md feized their axes, and ruihed on the Scots, 
who came within, puflt of lance, but that availed them nothing* 
Though all fought at once, i lhall rehearfe the adventures one 
after the pdier,” 

The two Mefihres James,; Douglas and de Lalain, met 
each other, and approached ^ ni^, that of all their weapons 
there remained none fiive a dagger, which the Scotiih knight 
held. The laid M. Jaques de Lakiu feized him by the arm, near 
his hand which held the dagger^ lb clofely, that the Scot could 
not avail himfelf of it ; eUid he held the other arm below the 
armrpit fo that th<?y turned each other round the lifts for a 
longtime.” 

** M. Simon de Lalain .and- the Scotiih knight were ftrong 
champions, and neither of them ikilled in warding blows of 
the axe : like two valiant knights they attacked each other fo 
often, that In a.lhort time they had crulhed the vifors of their 
bafuiets, and their weapons and atinoor, with mutual blows } 
and the fight ieemed equal.” 

“ On the other fide was Herve de Meriadet, whom the 
Scotilhman attacked with the pulh of lance ; but Meriadet 
tunit^d off the blow with the but end of his axe, ft> that the 
lance fell from the Scot’s hands : and Meriadet purlued him 
lb keenly that, before the Scot could undo his axe, he came 
within his guard, and with one blow felled him to the earth* 
Meriadet then left the Scot to arife, who was quick, Kght, 


and 
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and of great Ipirit, and arofe Ipeedily, and ran to Meriadct for !437— 
the jfecond time.' Meriadet, (who was one of the moft re- 1488 
doubted fquires of his time for ftrength, lightnefs, coolncfs 
and Ikill in arms and in wreftlihg,) received the affault with 
great compofure, then returned it, and again ftruck him to 
the ground with his axe; when the Scot again attempted to 
rife, but Meriadet ftruck him on the back with his hand and 
knee, and made him fall flat on the fand. And notwithftand- 
iiig the requeft which Meffire Jaques de Lalain had made, the 
laid Meriadet, feeing the ftruggle of Ae two knights, advanced 
to aflift the laid Jaques ; but the king of Scots threw down his 
baton, and they were parted. Now though it be againft my 
plan, and though I write of this conibat without having feen 
it, I neverthelefs report it truly, by the report of the Scots and 
of our party.” . . 

Such is this curious contemporary relation. Other valuable* 
materials concerning the manners of this period, may be found 
in the annals of De Coucy, another Burgundian coeval hifto- 
rian, who probably attended Mary of Gelder to Scotland in 
1449, as before mentioned. On her landing, the clergy, 
citizens, and people of Leith, were ready to receive her ; and 
Ihe thence proceeded on horleback, behind the lord of Vere, 
to Edinburgh, where about ten thoufand people advanced to 
meet her. ♦ A bifhop, and die chancellor, cbndufled her to 
the monaftery of the Jacobins, or Gray Friars.. After the 
king’s firft vifit on thurlHay, the countefles of Orkney, and 
March, and another, attended on her by the K^al command. 

When Ihe had fuflicicntly refrclhed herfelf from the fatigues of 
the voyage, James, on the following wednefday, feht to ap- 
point the next day for the wedding;- and pre^nted her with 
two hackneys worth.about thirty French crowns. Oh thurf- 
day, the wedding-day, the king came on.horfehack, and was 

drefled 
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ilrcflfcd in a grey robe lined with white cloth, boots and fpurs» 
'I'hc queen was clothed with a robe of violet colour, lined 
with ermine; in a ftrange fafhion, lays De Coucy, if com- 
pared with thofe of France ; and her long hair hanging down. 
The coronation of the queen immediately followed the mar- 
riage’. I'rom feme of the preceding circumftances it would 
rather appear that James II was auftere in manners, and ex- 
pence ; and reverled his father’s magnificence, which was un- 
popular in a penurious country, and was imputed to an Englilh 
education. 

At the fellival, which followed the ltdemnity, the firft difa 
was the figure of a boar’s head painted, and ftuck full of hards ^ 
or coarfe bits of flax, which was ferved up in an enormous 
platter, furrounded with thirty two banners, bearing fhe arms 
of the king and chief nobles. The flax was then kindled, 
amid the joy and acclamations of the numerous and brilliant 
aflembly in the hall. A Ihip of lilver, exquilitely wrought,- was 
then intrckluced, probably containing fait and fpices in diftind 
compartments. The earl of Orkney then entered, accom- 
panied by four knights, preceding the firft lervicc : and every 
fcrvice was brought by about thirty or forty, perlons all bearing 
dilhes. At the fccond table the countefs of Orkney, and 
other ladies, fat with the lord of Vere. At a third was a pa- 
triarchy lays De Coucy, perhaps a papal legate, or foreign vi- 
fitant, or fome Scotilhman enjoying a titular dignity 5,:'thr/fc 
bifliops, an abbot, and other churchmen ; the five dignitaries 
drinking out of a large hanapy or bowl of wood, without Ipil- 
ling any ; the wine, and other liquors, being as abundant as* 
Ica-watcr. The dinner continued about five hours, there 

" Hift. par De Coucy in the edition of Jean Chartier, Paris i66i,, folio, 
p- 5:4—578. 
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being neither dancing nor fuppcr. On the following days 14 j;— 
there was excellent cheer in their way, proceeds this author, *4^8 
W'hich was very rude and ftrange, when compared with that'"*'*^^ 
of France. In five or fix days Vere let out on his return ; 
and the king made fotne prelents. The queen weeped at their 
departure, though Ifabel de Lalain, and two or three other 
women, and as many noen of her country, were left to ferve 
her *. 

In the reign of James III, the author of the old poem before 
quoted reprefents his three priefts as enjoying their collation at 
Peebles, confifting of three roafted capons with fauce, and 
many other meats ; and imputes to their defire of privacy that 
they had only a boy to ferve them. A roundel or round table, 
covered with a fair cloth, Rands before them; and neither 
bre^ nor liquor are wanting. Taverns, and dice, are repro- 
bated ; and a merchant’s cuplx)ard of plate is eftimated at three 
thoufand Scotilh pounds, or about feven thoulaud five hundred 
modern fterling currency 

The advances of luxury among the ariftocracy, and clergy, 
may aho be eRimated by that of concomitant crimes. The 
twoRatutesof 1450, againR domeRic and foreign importers 
of poifons, ihew that profligacy had made more rapid Rrides 
than civilization. Another fort of poifon, bad wine, was in- 
terdidled by a Ratute of 1482, declaring the penalty of death 
to any importer, foller, or compofer of corrupted or mixed 
liquor '. 

^Tbid. 

’ P. 3,, II, le. Bcfides plate, maztr cups are mentioned by the ScotilTi 
poets. Thia fiibfiance, correfponding with the French madre, appears to be 
china, or earthen ware, painted like the old vafes ridiculouily aferibed to 
Raphael. 

* 1450, c. 30, 31. 1482, c. 89. 
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1427— Game and hunting were luxuries of the great. In 1458 it 
1488 is ordered that none deftroy the nefts or eggs, or fowls them* 
felves when moulting ; nor kill hares or rabbits in the feaibn 
of fnow, on pain of indi< 51 ment. A penalty of ten pounds is 
in 1474, impofed on Healers of hounds or hawks, trained or 
untrained ; or even taking eggs, or young hawks, out of nefts 
in another perfon’s property : that for robbing the nefts of 
partridges or wild ducks is forty ihillings. The (laughter of 
does, roes, or deer, in time of fnow, or their young under a 
year’s growth, is puniftted by indiflment, and a fine of ten 
pounds: and the ftealing of deer or roes from inclofures or 
parks, rabbits, pigeons, or fifh in ponds or ditches, is made 
liable to the lame punilhment as any other a 61 of theft 

To diverlify the prolixity of a life of idleness, and relieve 
the formalities of ceremony, were objedls attempted by the 
maintenance of a regular fool, who however had generally 
fenfe enough to relpedl his mafter. He was diftinguifhed by 
his party coloured coat, his cap with large ears and bells, and 
his club or bauble, ornamented with grotefque allufions to his 
profellion. The mioftrels and chorifters were muficians, (b 
termed becaufe in the middle ages church muiic was the only 
branch of the art which was regularly cultivated. But Lind* 
lay mentions that a part of the chorifters of the chapel-royal at 
Stirling always attended James III, “ to make him merry * 
and it appears that the ecclefiaftic muficians did not difdain 
ftrains of recreation. In Holland's poem the minftrels are 
folely occupied in linging Iwmns, accompanied with numerous 
mufical inftruments*. The poets, compofers of fongs and 
romances, were generally of the clerical order : the term of 

• 1458, c. 84. 1474, c. 60, 61. * P. 136. 

* Scotilh Poems, 1792, III, 177. 
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minftrel was afterwards applied to any muficiany but the only 1437— 
ftrolling poets were the Irifli or highland bards, whofe rude 
manners are depicted by Holland, and who are claffed in the 
ftatutes with common vagabonds : while James III fo highly 
favoured minfb'els, or mulicians, that he permitted them to 
equal knights or heralds in their apparel. Holland’s Irilh 
bard (ings a wild fong, and fabulous genealogy, in his native 
language : and afterwards fights with two fools, his proper 
equals and companions ^ 

The charader of Rimer, or poet, was as fuperior to that 
of minftrel, as the jugler was beneath it. In Holland’s curi- 
ous produftion the juglour merely exhibits feats of manual 
magic ; a view of hunting is followed by a fea-fight : the 
king’s cup is fuddenly changed j a grey goofe becomes a gold 
garland, fand becomes filver; and the like experiments of 
common adepts 

Yet the belief in real magic, and witchcraft, was now pre- 
valent both in England and Scotland. The duchefs of Glo- 
cefter had been imprifbned as a witch ’’ : and about thirty years 
after we find many witches and magicians condemned to the 
flames in Scotland, for confpiring with Mar againft the king’s 
life. This new folly was to vegetate, and flourifh, for near 
three centuries. 

The manners of the great tnay be further illuftrated from 
the Tales of the Priefts of Peebles. One queftion is, why the 
peers have fo much degenerated from their anceftors in vir- 
tue, wifdom, and valour ? The anfwer is, that the royal offi- 
cers of juftice diminifh the privileges of the lords, by inditing 

' Ibid. 180, 181. 

* lb. 179. I'he vague appellations, and corrupt latinity, of the middle ages 
confound remote chara^ers, as the minftrel and jugicr, &c. 

^ In 1442 : and fee many writs in Rymcr DefertihgU capienJis. 
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1437— and fining their tenants for pretended crimes ; lb that the latter 
1488 are reduced to poverty, and unable to arm themlelves properly 
'""''“^to attend their mafters in war, or to pay their rents in peace. 
The peers in confequence become poor themfelves, and en- 
deavour to replenilh their cofiers by unworthy marriages with 
the opulent baftard-daughters of prieAs, or heirelles of mer- 
chants ; or by lelling the right of marriage of their Ions to rich 
commoners *. But this &tire rather refers to the artful avarice 
of James ill ; and ieems to evince that a great caule of the 
conlpiracy of the peers was their impoverilhment, occafioned 
by his exadions on pretence of the adminillration of juftice > 
which, as appears from the Aatutes themfelves, was never in 
a worie Ihite than under his reign. 

The Drefs of this period may bell: be illuftrated from feveral 
ftatutes on the fubjed. The following is of Auguft 1455 

** Concerning the habits of the Earls, Lords of Parliament, 
Commifiioners of Bui|rhs, and Advocates, to be ufed in the 
parliament or general council, it is ordained, 

“ That all Earls lhall ufe numtles of brown granit (or fine 
cloth,) open before, lined with white iurr, and trimmed in 
front with the lame furring, of a hand*s breadth and down to 
the belt ; with little hoods of the fame cloth, pendent on the 
Ihoulders. 

** And the other Lords of Parhament lhall have a mantle of 
red, open in like manner before, lined with filk, or furred with 
crijiie gray^ griece^ or purray^ (Ibme furs inferior to the er- 
mine worn by earls;) with a hood of the lame cloth, furred 
as the lining. 

“ And 8^ Commilfioners of Burghs each to have a pair of 
clokes (a cloke) of blue cloth, furred to the feet, open on the 

* Ut fupn, p. la, 13. * Cap. 47. 

right 
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right flioulder ; the fur of proportional value ; and a hood of 

the fame. . 

“ Whatever Earl, Lord of Parliament, or Commiffioner 
of the Burghs, fhall enter the parliament or general council, 
except dreffed as above, lhall inftantly depofit a line of ten 
pounds to the king. 

“In every burgh, where a parliament or general council is 
to be held, there lhall be ereded at the bar three tiers of 
benches, each higher than the other, for the commiffioners of 
the burghs to lit. upon ; under the penalty of ten pounds to be 
railed on the town where the parliament or general council 
IhaJlbeheld. 

“ All men hired as fore-fpeakers (or advocates) lhall wear 
green habits, in the form of a Ihort tunic, (junikil) the fleeves 
to be open like thofe of a tabard. Any advocate otherwile 
appearing before the parliament or general council, and Ipeak- - 
ing for a reward, lhall forfeit five pounds to the king.” 

The curiofity of this llatute may excule a few remarks. 
The brown granit, worn by the earls, was perhaps a tawny 
fine cloth, a colour falhiouable in this centUry, till it wasfiip- 
planted by a brighter tint fear let •, a termcorrel|>ondi&gtogra« 
It//, and applied by metonymy to the finenefs of the cloth or to 
its colour. The common people, as has been already men> 
tinned, were allowed to wear on holidays light blue, green, or 
red ; tartan being as yet little known or confined to the great : 
but the fineft cloths appear to have been generally dyed tawny 
or fcarlet ; while purple and crimfon were tints almofi: con- 
fined to velvets, and filks, and appropriated to princes. May 
it not be inferred, from the particular order for feats to the 
commiffioners of the burghs, either within or without the bar, 
for the expreffion is dubious, that they were Ibmetimes obliged 
to ftand in the prefence of the haughty clergy and ariftocracy ? 

In 
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In 1458 this a£I was confirmed; with the addition that the 
1 48 8 king fhould order patterns of all the drefles to be made'. The 
funiptuary law of the fame year has already been dated in the 
firft feftion of this retrofpeft : it permits the dignified or rich 
clergy to wear gowns of fcarlet with coftly furs. 

James III in 1471 ordered that, confidering the great penury 
of the realm, and the expence of importing filk, none Ihould 
wear it in doublets, gowns, or clokes, whofe revenue was 
under one hundred pounds Scotifli money in landed rent, ex- 
cepting knights, minflrels, and heralds: and that women, 
whofe hufbands came not within the above defcriptions, fhould 
not ufe filk in linings, but only in making the collar and 
(leeves*r. The drefs of this prince, and his queen, has been 
already defcribed. 

The gowns and mantles were fbmetimes indecently fhort 
at this period, as appears from a penalty impofed by an Englifli 
datute of the Iwenty-fecond year of Edward IV. The doublet 
and hole were long to remain in the lame form : but Ihoes, 
more than fix inches broad at the toes, began to fiicceed the 
other extreme of long peaks. • Louis XI of France, 1461 — 
1483, appears in thole broad Ihoes 

On the 24th of June 1470 occurs a charter of the lands 
of Kilmamoc, and others, forfeited by lord Boyd, to Margaret 
of Denmark, tlie queen, during her life, “ for her robes, and 
to lupply her with the ornaments of her head-drefs Other 
minute particulars may be traced in the treafurer’s accompt 
for 1 474, reprinted in the appendix. James Homel the king’s 
taylor, and a favourite afterwards executed at Lauder bridge, 
has four elns of French black to make a long gown for the 

* Cap. 68. ” Cap. 46. 

’ See Camden's Remains, art. Apparel : and Montfaucon Mon. dc la mon. Fr# 

^ Scotft. Cal. 
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king, which is lined with fuftian. Hofe of white cloth; 1437— 
Ihirts of fineholland: chamlet gowns, lined with lamb-lkin; *488 
fbcks of white cloth; doublets and hofe, lined with broad- 
cloth ; a pair of fpurs valued at four (hillings ; two el ns of 
velvet to make two tippets, and furs to line them; a long 
mantle of velvet; a bonnet at fifteen fhillings; and two 
hats at ten (hillings each; a fetin jacket lined with lamb- 
lkin ; grey cloth for long focks ; black fatin to cover a prayer- 
book ; velvet for a chefabel to his clofet, and for his brigin-^ 
tynis ; knobs of gold for his laddie ; a chymna or grate for his 
clofet; ribbons for his doublet and (leeves; pillows covered 
with broad-cloth ; drugs from Flanders ; an eln of fcarlet for 
his petticoat ; a gown of cloth of gold, lined with latin, pre- 
fented to an Englifti herald who attended the embalTy; gloves, 
muchis or caps ; are among the articles provided for the king. 

For the queen are pattens and corks; livery gowns lined 
with grey for (ix ladies of her chamber on a pilgrimage to 
Whithern ; fatin for her turrats ; black cloth for a Jliding 
gown ; velvet for another gown ; leathern gloves ; a cloke 
and cap.ite bern of black, lined with Scotilh, cloth ; eight elns 
of broad cloth 'to cover a bathing vat, and three for a (heet to 
put around her while bathing ; hofe. of black cloth ; feven elns 
of crimfon fatin for a kirtle, and to cover bonnets of tire\ 
a grate for her clofet; band-leather, for furring her gloves;- 
five elns of crify gray,, at thirty (hillings the eln, to line a 
gown of black damaik ; blue velvet to cover her ftirrup-irons ; 
half an eln of double tartan to line her riding collars ; fetin 
for tippets and collars ; feven pounds for more than a year’s 
(hoes ; (atin for ftomachers, and ermine to line them; twenty- 
(ix bejles of grece to line a tippet; ten pounds thirteen (hillings 
and four pence “ for a mafs-book to her altar, at her command, 
by captain John Cat,” who probably brought it from Flanders. 

The 
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1437— The chief articles for the prince, then a babe of two years, 
1488 are Ihirts and caps of holland cloth; coats of brown lined with 
white cloth, and Ibme of the latter for his cradle ; fine broad 
cloth for his Iheets, or rather blankets ; white hofe and petti- 
coats, and lawn caps ; French brown cloth, and tartan with 
buckram binding for his cradle ; Englilh ruflet for a gown to 
his nurfe; white fuftian for blankets, and broad cloth for 
iheets; a coat of latin, and a gown of cloth of gold, lined 
with blue tartan. 

Thele minute particulars will be excufed, as they contribute 
more to illuftrate the ftate of manners, and drefs, than the 
moil elaborate dilquifidon. 
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N“ I. Loiter from the Karl of Douglas and Mar to Richard II. 
probably in I377« Cotton Library, Velp. F. VII, f. 34. 

T RES noble et peuflant prince, jeo monftre par voi de compleintc 
a voiLs, Seigneur, et a votre bonne Confaile, par ceftes naes let- 
tics, comment que John Mercer mon homme ore tu eftee par grant 
temps tribulecz, et annoieez torccnoufcmcnt, deinz votre roialme, cen- 
tre la vertuc de noz grantz trews, comunement t^lez et accordez 
perentre les roialms : park ou ile rienz nc tne^riftes, mes que ile cs fes 
loials marchandifes retournant en fa payfc, par force de mccr et tem- 
pefte feut dejettuz au terre, et arreftez par vos fubgitz; et uncore par le 
Conte de Northumbreland detenuz en prifon. Au quoi, tres noble 
prince, vous pleas avoir regarde et coniideration ; et par voz lettres au 
dit Conte faire commander expreflement, que Ic dit John mon homme 
foit dclivrez franchement, lanz lui plus travailler et ryot faire. Kar 
au profeheine joer de marchc, ft cco. vous pourra pleer, ile fcra prefent, 
pour y demonftrer devant voz deputeez, que ile ny ad rien trefpalTce 
ne mefprife en celle part, fi Dieu pleair. Oultre ceo, tres noble 
prince, touchantz meiltre Thomas Mercer, mon clerk, pour qui jeo 
eferiva au votre nobleflc devant celle temps, et monllre . . . lement a 
vous. Seigneur, et a votre dit confaille, les damages, collages, et per- 
des, qile ad fuftenue et fait durant fa arrefte forpris ; fez tribukttons, 
annoys, et tortz, qui amontent au deux centz marcs de fterl. et ouRre ; 
des queux vous pleafe luy faire avoir redrefle et reftorance en due ma- 
niere ; ou aultremcnt celuy, ou ceux, qui luy arrefteiht, commander 
pour comparer perfonalemcnt au dite joer de marchej pour Ic charge 
foubtzaler devant voz deputeez fofoitz, ou le dit mon clerk fcra preft 
pour relpondre et receiver fcmblable maniere, fclont les ulages des joers 
des marches, par voi ^ refon, fi Dieu pleaft. Tres noble prmce, 
ceo qui vous pleira de commander, pour eftre. fait cellendroit, me 
deignetz lefler favoir par vos lettres, oe le. portour du ceftes. Que 
luy toute peulTant Dieu, par fa trelTantifme grace, votre noblefce veime 
demefner au vie perdurable. Efc. le xvime joer de Novembre*. 

Le Conte de D)ougks et de Marre. 

{Vireffed, Au trclhoble et peuflant pritice le roy d’Engleterre.) 

* 7 Rich. II, a note of Sir Robert Cotton. 
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N* II. Extracts from the Chamherlain* s Roll, anno 1377. 

Regifter Office, Edinburgh. 

Note. Part of it is confiderably decayed. 

COMPOTUM Johannis Lyoune Domini de GUunys, Cam. Scocic, 
reddit. apud Dunde, xviii Se Marci, Anno Dni millmo, ccc, 
Septuag. Septimo, (k omiubus receptis fuis, et exjpenHs, pro officio 
Cam. ui C^a Re^ a tempore introitus fui in ditto Officio, viz. a 
vicefimo die Ottobris, Anno Dni MiUimo ccc“* lxx“* vii"® ufque in 
ffiem hujus Compoti. 

Idem onerat le in primis de xiii U. vi f. viii d. rec. a vie. de Kyn- 
cardyne. 

Summa patet. 

Item, Idem onerat fe de iii f viii d. rec. a Ball, de Edynburgh. 
Et de xlvi f. iiiid. rec. a BaU. de Ruglen.^ Et de viii li. xv f. x d. 
iecepds a BaU. de Innerkethyne. Et de iii li. v f. vi d. receptis a 
fidl. de Dunbre^t. Et de xxii C viii d. rec. a BaU. de Monros. Et 
de viii Ub, xv f. vi d. db. receptis a BaU. de Abden. Et de xiiii li. ii 
f. vni d. receptis a BaU. de ^ernyfs. Et de xx U. recept. a Ball, de 
HacUyngtoii. Et de iii U. Bii f. viii d. receptis per BaU. de Forl^. 

Summa hi^us Recept. Ixi li. xvi f. x d. ob.. 

Item, Idem onerat fe de cc li. recept per Cuftumar. de Lythco. 
Et de xiiii li. xix f. ii d. ob. receptis per eoldem Cuftumar. Et de cc 1. 
li. rec. per Cuftumar. de Edynburgh. Et de clxviii Ii. xiii f. iiii d. re- 
cept. per Aodream Bet, depotorem ditte Cuftume. Et de ccxxiii 
Ii. xvi C rec. per Cuftumar. de Hadyngtenu Et de clxxi li. xvii f. xi d 
receptis per Cuftumar. de North Jkrwyk. Et de xxxvi li. xiii f ix 
d. recept. per CuAumv. de Dunbar. Et de xvU li. vi f. viii d. 

E ;r Aler^m de C^bujo, depmt.^ de Hadyngton et de Dunbar. 

t de iiu h. ui £ iiii d. recept. per Cuftumar. de Stiyvelyne. Et 
de c. iiii xx, ui li. iii £ ob« recept. Mr Cuftumar. de Monros. £t de 
xxviii Ii. xi £ vi d. ob. rec. per Cuftumar. Santti Andiee. Ec de xiii 
li. X f. ii d. ob. recepds per Cuftumar. de Dunde. Et de Ixvii li. vi 
£ viii d. receptis per Fanicium de Innerpefyr, depSit. dific Cuftume 
de Dunde. Et de ccc xxxix li. x £. vi d. ob. recept. per Cuftumar. de 
Abden. Et de cc bd U. iii £ inid. recept. per WiUm de Leth, De- 

poitor. 



poitor. de Abden. Et de }vu E #£ viii d. receptis per Cuftumar. dc 
Innemyfs. . ' 

. Summa l^ujus Rccepti M. M. xxjprii li. ii f. v d. ob. 

Item, idem onerat ie de xui H. d.ii«e(^^r David de Fou- 

lettoun a una Eft^aet. 

Summa patet. 

Etii li. hie per exbjs. Curie C(M»ot Irihera 

Cam. poft decelHiim Dni Walteri de Jiyggar nuper Cam. prout in 
Septem Burg, qw ni^r teniut Comptttaiuif ;de.^uibtn; non: pptuit le« 
vare exitus ante diem nujus Compori, propter tempoiis Ee^ottem. 

Summa totalis hi^s Oneradoniia M. M. li. xii f. viii d. 


Expenl. ejuldem; In pnjnis Compt^ Jb libetaq,. M. Dno. mo. 
Reg^, ad. proprios ufuaTubL tj| p^t pM oi^tupc pecia; Ikerarurm fub 
Signeto Anulj, iii e xxxii ' Et,Jin .B>6Riifc fift. Due 


Regine, in parte Soy<i6nif:ipimC '4ibral^ Ut per tria 

pecTa literarorh iWbis Dne;iteg^i;;^;ri^ria 
turn, c Hi. Dif- 

pcnfis, Clerico liberac. Domua Pm no^ exp^ ejufdem 



qtubua 


refponderunt. Et eidem Johi de clerico liberacionis ad expenf. 

ejufdem Domus, ut patet per tria pc«* Kteim^ ;ipfiu8 Clerlci, dc 
rccept. ejufd. fuper Compotum, ix B. « f. ;^ d. de qtilbus re^nde- 
bit. Et dno Alano de Largys, tunc Cleribo liberac. Domus Dml noftri 


Regis, ad e^nf. ejufdem Domus, ut patet per quinque pecia Irum 
ipfius Clerici de recept. ejufd. fuper Compotum, xv li. fat if de quibus 
rendit. Et in liberac. E£tis Dho David Bell, Clerico Gatdrob, pro 
dveriis receptis in diftam Gardrob, ut- patet per tria. pecia litermum 
ipfius Dni David de receptis ejufdem fuper Compotum, liiii f. x d. 
luper quibus rehdebit. Et in liberat. &ftis Dno nofirb Regi, ad pro> 
price ufus fuosi ut patet per umun iitcram fub Simeto fuo, xii li. 
xvii f, ’ ' ■■ ‘ ■' 

Summa hujusexpepf, ,vi c Ei li. vi f. i d. ob. 


• Sbp..pecu. 
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Item, Idem Computat in Soluc. faft. Mro Rich cementario, in parte 
folucionis fibi faciend. pro faftura tumbe Dni noftri Regis qui nunc eft, 
xiii H. vi f. viii d. Et Johi de Roos, ad Conftruccioncm * tris 
de Clony, xxxviii li. xiii f. iiii d. de c^uibus relpondebit. Et Dno 
Comiti de Fyf, percipienri per annum, ad Cuftodiam et fuftentacionem 
Caftri de Strivelyne, in partem Solucionis didte fumme de anno hujus 
Compoti, ipfo Comite fatente rec. fuper Compotum, Ixvi li. xiii f. 
iiii d. Et Diio Roberto de Danyelftoun militi, percipienti per annum 
per litcras Regis ejus fuper Compotum pro tempore vite Odoginta li. 
pro Cuftodia Caftri de Dunbret : de tempore hujus Compoti, ipfo fa- 
tente recept. fuper Compotum, xxvi li. xiii f. iiii d. vidz. in partem 
folucionis difte fumme. Et WiUmo de Fentoun pro uno tennino xx 
li. Et Dno Jacobo de Douglas, filio Dni Comitis de Douglas, in 
partem folucionis fumme fibi debit. Iiii li. vi f. viii d. Et Mro Ja- 
cobo Monctario, de dono Regis, iiii li. vi f. Et Dno Patricio de 
GrahamCj'Dno Symoni de Ketnys, et Johi Marc, Nunciis miflls in 
Angliam, c li. Et Dtio Abbati de Abbroth, pro Comite Moravie, 
cui Rex tenebatur in- una fumma pccunie xii li. Et Dno Jacobo de 
Lyndcfay percipienti per annum, pro tempore vite fue, viginti li. pro 
feodo Vicecom. de Lanark, de tempore hujus Compoti xx li. Et Pa- 
tricio de Innyrpcfyr, Depotario apud Dundc, pro fuo fervicio, vi li. 
xiii f. iiii d. Et eidem pro fuperexpens : fuis Compoti fui redditi dc 
difto DepoitOi xiii li. xviii f. viii d. 

Summa hujus Expenf. iii c. Ixxv li. xi f. iiii d. 

Item, Idem Compotat in Solucione faAa Magro Johi de Pcblys, 
Archidiac. Sti Andrcc, pro penfione fibi aflignat : namque fufcepjt 
Officium Cane : dc anno vz lxx““ fexto, xiii li. vi f. viii d. et Johi 
Rollok percipienti per annum ex infeodacione Regis hereditar. ut patet 
in Rotulis Compotorum preceden. de anno hujus Compot. x li. Et 
Johi Gray, clerico Rotulorum et Rcgiftri Regis, percipienti per an- 
num Viginti libr. pro predifto officio, pro tempore vite, de Anno 
hujus Compoti xx li. Et Dno Alano de Largis, clerico probacionis 
domus Regis, pro feodo fuo, de Anno hujus Compoti xl li. Et 
dompno David Bell, Clerico Gardrob. pro feodo fiio de Anno hujus 
Compoti, et de Anno precedent, de quo non percepit feodum, xx li. 
Et Johi dc Difpenf. clerico libcionis pro feodo fuo xx li. Et in 
Expenf. Auditorum Compotorum, et in vadiis Gar^onum et equo- 
nim, pro temporibus Scaccarii, c xxxiii li. vi f. viii d. Inf. Compo- 
torum, vadiis gar^onum et equor. Clerici Rotulorum et Rcgiftri. Et 
in expenfis Dni Jacobi dc Lyndcfay unius Auditorum Compot. infra 
prediAam fummam non Comput. xxvi li. xiii f iiii d. Et in Cu- 


* Turrit. 
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rialitate fervientium v li. Et ckrico Rotulonim ct Regiftri pro Roba 
fiia xl. f. Et hortiario pro Roba fua xl. 1'. Et Clcricis fciibenti- 
bus V li. F.t in fcodo fimplici lervicncium in domo Regis, xvi li. xvi 
f. iiii d. Et Adc Page v li. Et pro Scaccario et Corapotorio ejuf- 
dcm xxi f. viii d. Et pro rcparacione domus in qua tentum fuit Scac- 
carium, xvi f. vi d. Ek Criftino de Gardroba pro fuo I'ervic io, liii 
f. iiii d. F.t fiflbri et Pellipario, paramcntoribus Regis Apiid Edyn- 
burgh, iii li. xviii f. Et fratribus Minoribus de Dunde dc gratia ad 
prcf'cns xl f. Et Mro Simoni dc Ketnys, pro penfione libi Albgnat. 
de uno terniino hujus Compt. v li. Et Domino David Bell Clerico 
Gardrob. pro aliquibus reccptis in Gardrob. ct expenditis, ut patet 
per imam litcram fuam, de receptis Oftens. fuper Compotum, Ivii f. 
Et Thome Acarfanc, Miniftrallo Regis, percipienti per Annum, pro 
tempore vite fue, pro fuo fervicio, decern libr. ut patet per literas 
Regis direftas Garner, de precepto, et ipfius Thome de rccept. ollcns. 
fuper Compotum de uno termino hujus Comp, v li. Et Carpentariis 
et Cementariis Caftri de Strevyllyne, pro fcodis fuis de uno termino 
hujus Comp, xi li. xiii f. iiii d. Et pro pargamcno x f. Et Waltero 
de Tulach, Confidcrato labore fuo ad prefens, de gratia Auditorum 
iii li. vi f. viii d. Et in Solucione fadla pro lampadis emptis, et rc- 
cept. per Dominum David Bell, ad expenf. Domini Comitis de Car- 
ryk, nuper fad. apud Melros, xxxi f. Et in quibuldam minutis 
expenfis examinat. Super Compot. xxvi f. Et Johi Lyoune Camer. 
Scocie conftituto pro tempore vite Sue, Capienti per Annum ducentas 
libras Sterlingorum, ut patet per litteras fub Magno Sigillo Regis, 
ons fuper Compotum pro difto olEcio, licet in ipfo non miniftravit pro 
Anno, tamen dc Voluntate et Conceflione Regis, per unam lireram 
fignatam anulo fuo, ohs luper Compt. de tempore hujus Com. cc li. 

Summa hujus Vc. lx li. iii f. vi d. Summa tot expenf. M. Vc. iiii 
XX viii li. xix f. xi d. ob. Et fic debet Vc. xxxvi li. xii f. viii d. ob. 
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N" III. Atinahclla queen of Scotland Richard IL i^th May 
1394. Vefp. F. VII, i. 38, n. 2. 

A 1‘RRS Jiaut ct tres puifTant prince, Richard par la grace dc Dicu 
Roy d’Engkterre, notrc txefcher coufin, A. par ycclle mefmc grace 
Royne d’Efcoce, falut, et enticr dileftion. Trcfcher Coufin, dcs bon- 
nes nouvclles dc votrc falnte, ct profperitee de corps, ficomme nous 
avons enrendu par vos aimables Icttrcs, et la rclacion dc votrc cfcuicr 
Jdian Dorwell, nous fonunes treflecs, et en avons grant comfort. Si 
prions a Dicu qu’il la face toufdiz continuer, felon ce que myclx voi- 
tiriez. Et pour cc que nous tenons, qu’il vous fera plaifir tout mef- 
mes oyr de nous, vueillez favoir qu’au faifance de cefics, nous eftions 
cn bonne fainttie, la Dicu mercy. Trcfcher Coufin, touchant la mari- 
age entre aucuns noz enfans, ct aucunes prochaines de votre fane, pour 
la traitie du quelle, comme vos lettres font mcncion, vous avez ordinc 
pour envoyer dens Kelcou certaines perfonnes de votrc confall, pour 
traiterfur cclle maticr, ales o&avesde laTrinite, vueillez favoir, que 
pour la brcvctec dc temps, depuis que mon tres fouverain Seigneur Ic 
Roy a receu vos lettres, ct confideree le rctourncr du dit votrc efeuier 
devers vous, aveque fes lettres de reipons, il nous eft avis, que de 
votre part le dit jour ne fc poUis9 tenir bonnement ; car a venir de dit 
efeuier en noz partiez, mon tres4puverain feigneur le Roy adonque 
eftoit cn Ics lontaignes parties d’Efcbce^ ft que votre efeuier ne fc povoit 
atteigner a fa prcfcnce devant le xix jour dc May. Si que mon dit fo- 
vtrain le Roy vous a devilce un autre jour allez covcnable, pour la 
diefe traitie ; ficomme fes lettres a vous envoicez pourportent j pour la 
quel jour vueillez faire addrefier aucuns de votrc conlail pour y etre, 
pour faire a laide de Dicu bonne conclufion fur la difte matiere ; car 
certes la bonne conclufion de celle traitie eft, et fera, mout greable a 
mon feigneur et fouverain, et a nous. Trcfcher coufin notre Seigneur 
vous vueiUe toufdiz garder, et vous donit bonne vie et longue. £fc. 
a Edenburgh, le xxviii jour de May. ' . 
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N® IV. The fame to the famcy iji Augufi 1394. Vefp. F.VII, 

f. 39, n. I. 

A TRES haiit ct puiflant prince, R. par la grace de Dieu Roy 
d’Englcterre, notre tres cher coufin, A. par mefines ycellc grace Royne 
d'Efcoce, ialutz, et diledlion. De votres atmables lettres, a nous pre- 
fentees par notre bicn amc Douglas Ic heraud d’armes, nous vous re- 
mcrcions enticrement, et de cuer. Par Ics quelles nous avons entendu 
votre bonne eftate, et launtee, a grant plailir et confort de nous. Et 
tres cher coulin, quand au trade touchant k mariage a fair par entre 
aucuns procheins de votre fane, et aucuns des enwns de Roi mon 
leignour et de nous, vuclliez favoir, quil eft grcable au Roi mon dit 
fcignour, et a nousj ficomme il vous a fignifie par ces lettres. Et 
par efpecial que pour tant que la difte trade nc fc poira tenire le 
tierce jour de Juilee darrein paflee, pour certaines et rcfonables caufes 
contenus es vous lettres, envoiez au Roi mon feignour fufdit, vous 
eftes aftentuez que une auftre jour de mefmes la trade fc preigne, le 
premier jour d’Oftobre prochein venand j le quele eft grcable au Roi 
mon leignour avant didt, ct a nous ; ct vous amercions de tout notre 
volentce, ct de cuer : et prions cherement que vous vuclliez continuer 
la difte tratie, et faire tenire le dift jour j quar il eft la volentce de 
Roi mon feignour liis difte, et de nous, quant en nous eft, que la 
difte jour fc teigne fans defaut. Et tres cher coufin, nous vous rc- 
querons, et prions cherment, qu’il ne difplaifc a votre hautefle, que 
nous n’avons plus toft efeript a vous ; quar nous eftremez gifant mal^e 
d’enfant mafquil, a non James; et fommes bien et gracioufment delivre, 
la grace de Dieu ct de notre dame. Et aufi pour ceo que le Roi mon 
dift feignour eftoit, a la venu de vous lettres, efloignecs es Ifies de fon 
roialme, nous ne receivon pas ces lettres envoiez a nous fur cefte ma- 
tierc, tang le darrein jour de Juillie darrein paflee. Tres haut et 
puilfant prince, le fcint cfprit vous vueil toutz jours garden Done 
foubs notre fcal, a labbay de Dunfcrmelyn, le premier jour d’Auouft. 
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N’ V. David Prince of Scotland^ Pari of Carrie y {and after- 
wards Duke of Rot h fay y') to yoJm of Gaunt Duke of Lan- 
cajlery about 1398. Yelp. F. VII, f. 68, n. 2. 

HAULT et puiffant prince, mon tres chier et tres amc coufin. 
Quant a la maticr de quoi vous, et I’evefque de Saint Andreu, avez 
parlez, jay entendu, et veu ce que vous avez avyfez en icelle macier, 
et le raportera au Roi mon leignour : et felons ce bon luy femblera, 
procedera a la avaniement du bufoigne, a laide de Dieu, en la ma- 
nierc comme vous avez touchie, ou en aultre } au temps contenii 
en votre efeript, ou pluys toft, ly bonnement faire fc pourra. Hault 
et puillant prince, fil y a cholc au votre plaifance, que faire puifle 
afHablement, le me vueilliez certifier. Et luy Dieu tout puiifant vom 
ait cn fa treifantifilme garde. Efcr. a Melrofs, k xvii jour de Marz. 

David, aifnc filz du Roy d’Efcoce, Conte de Carryk. 
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N' V'f. George' Dunbar Earl of ALircn r, rlcnry //', }8//- 
Fi’hruary^ 1400. Vefp. F.\l\, f\ 2?.: 

KXCELLKNTj mychry, and noble prince, like yhour rcalrr * > 
wit, that 1 am grctly wrangit be the Due of‘ Uotheiiiy; tl\e qiihiik 
fpoufit my douehter, and now agayn his obiilyng to me, made be 
Jiys lettre and l\is ieal, and agayncs the law of halikirc, fpoufes ane 
other wife, as it ys faid. Of the quhilk wrang and defowle, to me 
and my douehter in fwilk maner done, I as ane of yhour poer ky n, 
gif it like yhow, requer yhow of help and fuppovvall, fore fwilk 
honeft lervice as I may do, after my powder, to yhour noble lordihip, 
and to yhour landc. Fore tretee of the quhilk mater, will ylio de- 
deyn to charge the lordc the Fournivallc, or the erle of Weftmer- 
land, at yhour liking, to the marchc, with fwilk gudely hade as yhow 
like ; qwar tliat I may have fpekyng with quhilk of thaim that yho 
will fend, and fehew hym clerly mine entent ; the quhilk 1 darr 
iiocht difeover to nanc ather bot tyll ane of thaim, becaufe of kyn, 
and the grete lowtec that I traift in thaim ; and, as I fuppofe, yhc 
rrairt: in thaim on the tother part. Alfa, noble • prince, will yhe 
dedeyn to graunt, and to fend me, yhour iauf conduyt, endurand, 
quhill the fed of the nativite of Seint John the Baptid, fore a h\in- 
dretii knichts, and fquiers, and fervants, gudes, hors, and harnais, 
als wtle within wallit town, as withowt, or in qwat other rcfonable 
m.iner that yhow like, fore travaillyng and dwellyng within yhour 
l;ind, gif 1 hafe myder. And, excellent prince, fyn that I clayme 
ro be of kyn ryll yhow, and it peraventour noclu knawen on yhour 
parte, I fehev/ it to your lordfliip be this my lettre, that gif Dame 
Alict: the Bewmont was yhour gra unde dame, Dame Marjory Comyne, 
hyrr full fider, was my graunde dame on tlic tother fydr ; fi 
that I am bot of the feirde degre of kyn lyll yhow ; the quhilk in 
aide tyme was callit neir. And fyn I am in fv'ilk degre ryll yhow, 
I reejuer yhow as be way of remlirnefs thareof, and fore my fervice 
in maner as I hafe before writyn, that yhe will vouchefauf tyll help 
me, and fuppowell me, tyll gete amendes of the wrangs and the de- 
that ys done me; Jendand tyll me, gif yhow like, yhour 
anfwer of this with all gudely hade. And, noble prince, mervailc 
yhe nocht that I write my lettres in Fnglifli, for that ys marc clere 
to myne underilandyng than latyne, or fraunch. Excellent, m>'chty, 
and noble prince, the haly Trinite hafe yhow evirmar iu kep}'ng, 
Writyn at my cadcll of Dunbarr, the xviii day f)f Feverer. 

Le Count dc la Marchc d'Efcocc, 
Dirc!^ed, Aw tres excellent, er tres puiflant, 
er tres noble prince, Ic Roy d’Englctcrre. 

voL. I. M ni in 
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N® VIL Chrifilana Countefs of March to Henry IF, probably, 
in 1404. Vefp. F. yil, f. 96, n. 2. 

MON ores exce 9 tm, et tres redout6 Souyereignc Seigneur, Jeo me 
recoinj^Mde au vous fy entierment, come creature terren poet penfer, 
ou diyifpr au Roy 4 u monde cpronoe } vous efmcrciant humblemcnt 
2$ genoi|ks, de les haup graces et beneBces, que vous m’avez faits 
dfvant CCS heures; vous iuppliant piement de votre gracieus conti- 
niianee, et nomement de le gracieus refrefehement que vous meneoi- 
a(Ves darreynement, Dleiax vous eurent greez la ou jeo ne piuiUb. 
Non pur ceo, non tres gracieus feigneur, vous pleis favoir que mon- 
feigneur mon, baron, et moy, avoins eftc en taunt dur^e et dijilrdce, 
puyique nous fliymcs exclus de notre pays, que cncor^eo fuy remys 
en graunt debt ; de quelle fans votre gracieus eide, et lucour, ne me 
pui^ deliverer. £t ore la peftilence efl taunt fort et dure, la ou 
nous fume^ que jeo fuy molt paorous, que jeo morra en Ic graunt 
debt que jeo fuy encorrue : et pour nuUe traitie que nous poons fair, ne 
poons avoir fuffrance de nos cnemys, pour nous treer a notre fortres 
de Colbrande^ath, pour iUoex attendre tantque la mortalite foit cede. 
£t pour celle caufe jeo emprie humblement a votre haut Roiall Ma- 
ji^fte, que yous me pleifez avoir en remembrance, quant vous verrez 
lotfir, ct me eider que permy votre gracieus rc...encmcnt jeo puilTe 
eftre engettez de k debt qui me face triftes. Outre ceo, tres re- 
dpubte et mon tres gracieus feigneur, nous portons graunt enemy te 
pour la mort dc Sir Henr. Percy; iffiiit que fovent fois eft grajnc a 
mon baron, et fes gents, qils yueillient eftre morts, fils ne fe retrehenc 
hors du pays ; ifljiit que les gents fe dit Sir Nicnr., ne facent ricn fors 
efcontent confortabfes novelx de vous, pom alors fiure la malice qui 
eft ferme en feurs coers. Et mon tres gracieus eftres fouvereigne 
feigneur, touchant la pris de nos gents par ceux attendants au Count 
de Douglas, deignets ent donner credence al porteur diceftes ; et fur 
ceo que vous pfeifcz ordener tiell remedy, fiepmrae fe dit portouf 
vous dirra par bouche. Et prie foverei^cment al tres benoit Dieux 
dc cicl, qil vous ottfoie loni^ vie, enc tout encrefment de honour 
et joy enfemble, ene vidtoric de vos enemys, et apres ceft mortcli 
vie vous rent la regne de gloirc. Amen. 

Votre humble oratrice la Countefte de la Marche d’Efcoce 

DireSed, A mon tres excellent, ct tres redoubtc 
Seigneur, le Roy d’Engletcrrc. 
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M” VJII. James of Douglas ^ Warden of the Marches firohahly 
to Henry IF in 1405. Vefp. F. VII, f. 17. 

HE, excellent, and rycht mychty prynce, Likit to your henes to 
\vyte, me half refavit your honorabile lettres to me, lend he a Re • 
verend Fadir the Abbot of Calkow, contenand that it is well knawin 
that trewis war tane and fehorne * a late, betwix the rewmys of In<d.iml 
and Scotland j and forth! ylui mervalis grctly that my men, be myVillc 
and affent, has byrnde the toun of Berwike, and in other certayne 
places wythin the rewme ofinglandej in brekyng fully the faide trewis, 
in my defaute, and nothing in yhours ; and als agayn my ath, made it» 
ftreyndining o^jj^e fame trewis : of the qwhilke yhe defire rather tliat 
amends war niade, than ony mar harme war done, tharfor requirande 
me to do yhou to wyte qwhethir I will gerc refourme the fayde at- 
temptats, or qwhat my full will' be to do o that mater. Ancntc the 
qwhilkys, Hce and Excellent Prynce,. qwhar yhe fay yhu mcrvalys 
gretly that my men, be my will and affent, has brennede the town of 
Berwik, the qwhilk is Wythin Scotlandc, and other places in Inglande, 
in brekyng fully of the fayde trewis, I anderftand that giff yhour hee 
excellent war clerly enfourmyte of tte brennyng, flachtyr, and takyng 
of prifoners and Scottis fchippis, that is done be' yhour men to Scottyf- 
mcn, within the faide trewis, in divers places or Scotlande, befor the 
brynnyng of Berwike ; the qwhilk Ikathis our lege lorde the Kyng, 
and his lieges, has patiently tholyte in the kepyng of the faide trewis, 
and chargit me til afk, and ger be alkyte be my deputs redrefi tharofj 
the qwhilk my deputs has afkyte at dayis of marche, and nane has 
gotyne 5 methink o refounc yhe fuldc erar put bl^e and punition to 
the doarys of the faide trelpas, done agayn the trewis in fwilke maner, 
and callys thaim rather brekars of the trew, than me that has tholyte 
lii mikylle injur fo lang, and nane amends gottyn. Bot it is like that 
the gret attemptats, that yhour men dois agayn the trewis, is well 
concelyte fra yhour audience, for I fuppbs and yhe wift it, yhe wald of 
yhour he worfehipe ger it be refourmyte and redreffit, jas the caufe 
requiryt. For lang befor the brynning of Berwike, yhour men Com 
within our lorde the Kyngs awin propir lande of Arane, and He Ma- 
lafch, and til his caftell of Brathwike, and brynt his chapellc, and 
other diverfe places of that land ( and tuke and rawnfounde the capi- 
taine of the fayde caftelle, and flow his fone, and heryde al that thai 
mycht ourtake. And alfua thai hade takyne, befor that tym, certayne 

• Sworn. 
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Scotts n h!])pis chargit with marchandis, and the marchands tharo/^ 
in the t <)rtn r of the laid trewis: of the qiihilk reparacioun and redreis 
h i.' bi ru; afkytc befor the brennyng of Bervvike, and nane gottyne. 
And v,whar yhe fay that Berwike, that ftands in Scotlande, the qwhilk 
t am yhc call yhouris in yhour fayde lettres, and certaync lands of 
yhouris wythin Iiiglande, was brende be my men, my will and my 
all’ent, brtkand the trewis in my dcfaiite, and nocht in y houris, an i 
in the contrar of my athe : thar to I anfwer in tliis maner, that qwh;it 
tynu it like to our lege lorde the Kyng, and to yhour hee excellent, to 
onianc r- iircfs to be made be his comniiflTaris, and yhouris, of all at- 
temj>f."t.s <lone of aythir fyde, I fall with the help of Godc make it 
w'cil kennyt, that I hafF trewly kepitmy athe, and the trew'is, as alferys 
to me of refoun. And quhaever enfourmyt yhour excellence, that 
I haile brokyn my athe, it hade bene fayrar for him ro h.aOe fende me 
tliat ijuerell into wyrt, undir liis fclle, and till half tane anfwtre greable, 
as alferit to him under my fcelle agayne, than fua unipcwly in my ab- 
fence till enfourme yhour excellence : for I trayft he has faide mar in 
my abfence, than he dar awow in my prefens; for nocht dlfplecc yhour 
honour, learys fiilde be lytille alowit wyth ony fie worfliipful kyng 
as yhe ar. And qwhar yhc fay in yhour fayde lettres that yhe dcfir 
rather amends of attemptats done agayn rfte trewis, than ony mar 
harmc war done, tharfor to that I anfwer in this mamr, that (jwhen 
yhour faide lettres came to me, our lorde the Kyng was paffit in the 
northe partis of Scotlande, and I with al gudly haft fende yhour lettres 
til him i of the qwhilk at the makyng of thir letteris I hade nane 
^nfwcr. Never the latt qwhen I hade underftandyne yliour lettres, 
I gert cry in divcrle placis the trewis to be kepit, trayftand that it fuld 
be fua done on the tother part, aftyr the qwhilk crye yliour men of 
Inglande has rydyne in Scotlande wyth gret company, like in fere of 
were; and has heryde Lawadyr dalle, Tewy dalle, and a parr of-Etryke 
foreft, the qwhilke at the making of thir letteris was tholyt, and 
nocht don tharfor. And foringiffc the trewis fall ftande, it lyes to 
yhour heenes to le for chaftying of trefpalTouris, and for amends of 
attemptats done, and that be tym : and qwhar the wochefaff of your 
heenes ro do, twychand the forfayde matens, yhe wolde certify me be 
your lettres wyth al gudly haft. Hee almychty prynce, the haly gaft 
yow haff in. his yhemfal evirmar. Wyrtyn at Eddynburgh, under my 
lelle, die xxvi day of July, 


Jamis of Douglas wardane of the marche. 

{JDirtSed. To ane excellent, and a 
mychty prynce, Kyng of Inglande.) 
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N" IX. CommiJJion hy Robert duke of Albany^ Regent of Scot- 
land, to his cmbajjadors fent into England, 2 (>th May 1414. 
Vdp. F. VII, f. 114, n. 2, 

ROBERTUS Regis Scocie genitus, dux Albania, comes de Fife 
et de Menrt'th, et regni prediai Gubernatot, univerfis ad quorum 
noiieiam prefentes literae pervenerint, falutem in Domino. Noverit 
uai\ ci ritas veftra, quod nos de tidelitatc, circumfpettione, et indufiria, 
dilefirorum et fidelium noftronun, Roberti de Maxwellc de Caldarwodde 
miliris, confanguinci noftri, et Magiilri Roberti de Lanyne, prepofiti 
Saii(5ti Andrec, in decrctis licenciati, plenius confidentes, ipl'os fecimus, 
confliruimus, et^rdinavimus, facimus que conllituiinus, et per prelentes 
ordinaniiis, pariter ex certa feientia et deliberato confllio, noliros am- 
baxiatores, commiflarios, et nuncios fpeciales. Dantes et conccdentcs 
eil'dem noftram plenariam poteftatem, et mantktum fpeciak, ad trac- 
tand. concordand. et concludend. cum fereniflimo principe Henrico 
Rege Anglic, feu commiflariis fuis quibufeunque fuificientem poteftatem 
habentibus ab eodem, fuper deliberacione carillimi filii noftri Murdaci 
Steuart miiitis. Et ad omnia et fingula faciend. gerend. concordand. 
concludend. et folvend. que circa filii noftri deliberacioncm neceflaria 
fiunt feu quomodolibet optima, etiam fi mandatum exigant magis fpe- 
ciale, ratiim, certum, ftabile, atquc firmum promittentes nos per per- 
periium habituros, quicquid difti commiilarii noftri in prcrniftls, vel 
iiliquo premiflbrum duxerint faciend. Dat. fub teftimonio figilli noftri, 
apud mancrium noftrum de Falklande menfis Maii die xxvi. Anno Dni. 
Millefimo cccc“* quarto decimo, et gubernationis noftrse anno ix. 


N*X.. 



4J4 


Al^PENDfJt. 


N^X. Indenture heitveen Mur doc duke of Albany Regent of 
Scotland, and Alexander earl of Mar, i 6 t'h November i42o< 
A c(>py ill Sir James Balfour’s colledbuSy MS. Harl. 4694, 


Indentur bctwix Muniick Dvck of Albancyt and Alexander Earll 

of Mar. 

THIS indenture' made at Perth, the xvi day of the mounth of 
November, in the yeir of our lord a thoufand, four hnndereth, lijld 
twentici betwix hie excellent and mightic prince Murtheu Dvck of 
Albaney, carll of Fife and Menteith and Governourof Scotland, one 
the anc pairt ; and a vorfehipfol lord. Sir Alexander Steuart Earl of 
Mitr and Garivath, on rile tothir pairt; Contehis and beirs vitnefs, 
that it is fullie accordhf bctwix them, in- forme and mancr as after fall 
follou ; and tliat is to fay, that the forfatd Eaill of Mar is become man 
of fpalcn, duelling, arid revcheru, till the forfaid dVck of Albany Go- 
vernour of Scotland, fou all the termes of his lyffe, befor and agains 
all uthirs deidlyk perfons 5 his alleigancc aught till our lord the king 
allenerlie oiitanc. And he falle giffc his letter thertipOne till our forfaid 
lord the Governoiir, in deu forme under his faiHe, for certwe gude 
deeds done till him be our faid lord the Governotfr. Alfua it is accordit, 
that our faid lord the Govcmouf 'felt gift to his darreft cufin forfaid the 
Earll of Mar, the tenth * halfe of the profots of the Juftry of Aber- 
denie, BamlFe, and Itiernefic, and ab oft as they be haldin, outtane 
the corns and viftnals of men and horfe', in the haldihg of the faid 
ayeirs. And the laid Earll of Mar fall doe all hes bifnefs and diligence 
till bring jiiftris, till the honour and profit of the faid lord the Governour, 
for beath tiier profit. Alfua our lord the Governour fall gif hes letters 
patents till the laid Earll of Mar of power to be ftcadhaldand till him, 
after the tennor of the letters the quhilks the faid Earll hede of um- 
quhilum our lord the Governour, quhom God aflbyle. Alfua the forfaid 
lord the (jovernour as aflentit, and fall gife hes confirmatione till his cufin 
fir Thomas Steuart, upon the infeftment that the faid Earll of Mar makes 
till the liiid Sir 1 homas hes fone, apone the lands of Mar and Garcvach, 
if it fa beics that the faid Earll of Mar (hares a confirmatione of our lord 
the King till our lord the (jovernour, givin till him and hes heirs and alTig- 
nais, apone tlie lands of Mar and Garivach forfaids; for the quhilk confir- 
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mationc to be given to the faid Sir Thomas, through our lord the 
Govcrnour that non is, and for other good deids done of befbrtytr.c till 
the faid Sir 'I'homas, tlirough our faid lord the Govcrnour, the laid 
Sir Thomas is become mane till the laid lord the Govcrnour, of fpalen, 
duelling, and rcveneu, for all the tymes of hes lyfFe, bcfor and agains all 
utlicr deadlyk perfons, hes alleagence aught to the King allanerlie 
outane ; and therupon fall gife his Letters of Retcnewe in deii foi me 
till our lord the Govcrnour. Alfua it is accordit that our lord the 
Govcrnour fall giff his letters, baunde, and fealle, till his forfaid cufin 
the Earll of Mar, of mantinance helpe and fuppleie, in al forme and 
in cfFeft, as quhilum our lord the govemour hes fader did bcfor tyme, 
bot fraude or gyle. Alfua it is accordit betwix the forfaid lord the 
Govcrnour, and hes darreft cufin the Earll of Mar, that len Valter 
Steuart the fone, and ayire appirand, of our forfaid lord the Go- 
vernour is oblifehed till the forfaid lord his fader, that he fall not tak 
in mariage the daughter of Sir Robert Erlkcine, vithout the confent 
of hes forfaid lord and fader, our forfaid lord the Govcrnour is oblif- 
ehed, and oblidges him be this indenture till hes faid cufin the E.arl of 
Mar, that he fall nought gife hes confent till the fulfillan of tlic fait! 
mariage, vithout vittining, and confent, of the faid Earl of Mar. Ainl 
alfua it is accordit that our faid lord the Govcrnour hes given to lies 
forfaid cufin the Earl of Mar, the profitts comand of the lands of 
Badenach, Urquart, and Strathownc, ay till the tyme that they may be 
fett to profitt ; and fra thensfurth our forfaid lord till have the tanc 
hal'c of the profitt comand of the faids lands, and the forfaid crl his 
cufin the tother lialfFe of the profitt of the lands, endurand the tyme 
of the faid carl’s live. And alfua the laid Earl is oblifohit, and oblefs 
him be thi.s indenture, that he fall doe al his goodlic buffinefs and dili- 
gence to bring and fett the faids lands of Badcnacht, Urquart, and 
Strathowen, vith the pertinents, till the maift profitt that he may, and 
vithin als fliort tyme as he may, bot fraud or gyle. In the vitnifing 
of the quhiJks things, leillie and trewlie for to be keipet, bot fraud and 
gyle, the fealls of the forfaid lord the Govemour, and of the forfaid 
Earll of Mar hes cufin, to thir indentures interchangablie arc topiit, 
the day, yeir, and place, forfaids. 
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K“. XI. Annua! Rcvrnurs of the Hof ages for fames /, 1424. 

Kymer X, 327. 

JACOBI'S Rex tradiilit, dedit, it ribcra\it, pro ficiirirate 

Iblutionis fummx qiiadraginti Milium librariim, bonie tt Itgalis mo- 
net:e Angli.T, ad locum, dies, et terminus, in difto appundtiumienro 
contenta ; ac plena; et integrar executionis et complcmenti oniniuiii 
ct fingulorum, in pra;di£lo appiincluamento contentonim, obfules, et 
peifonas obfidum, a;ftimatas per partem difti Jacobi Regis in valore 
annuo rcddiluum ad fummas infralcriptasj videlicet, 

David, primogenitum, ct ha;redem, comitis Atliolix', reddituatum 
ad xii C. Marc. 

'J'homam Comitem Moravi.'c, ad M. Marc. 

Alexandrum Comitem Crawfurdia*, ad M. Marc. 

Duncanum Dominum de Argill, ad xv C. Marc. 

Willielmum, primogenitum et liaredem Domini de Dalkefh, ad xv 
C. Marc. 

Gilbertum, primogenitum et hxredem 'Williclmi Conftabularii Sco- 
tite, ad viii C. Marc. 

Robertum Marefcallum Scoti;e, ad viii C. Marc. 

Robertum dominum de Erflcyn, ad M. Marc. 

Walterum dominum de Driltonc, ad viii C. Marc. 

Thomam Boyd de Kilmcrnocli, ad D. Marc. 

Dominum Patricium de Dunbarre, Dominum de Camnok, ad D. 
Marc. 

Alexandrum Dominum de Gordonne, ad iv C. Marc. 

Obfides alias concordatos, ac vice et loco aliorum abrentium etiam 
alias concordatorum obfidum, quorum nomina continentur in quailam 
cedula, diflo appunftuamento annexa. 

Dominum Willielmum de Abbirnethy, ad D. Marc. 

jacobum de Dunbarre, Dominum de Frendrath, ad D. Marc. 

Andream Gray de Foullis, ad vi C. Marc. 

Dominum Robertum de Levinfton, ad iv C. Marc. 

johannem Lyntlefay, ad D. Marc. 

Dominum Robertum de Lille, ad iii C. Marc. 

Jacobum Dominum de Caldor, ad iv C. Marc. 

Jacobum Dominum de Cadyo, ad D. Marc. 

Dominum Willielmum de Rothvanc, ad iv C. Marc. 

Willielmum Olyfaunt, Dominum de Abirdalgy 

Georgium, primogenitum et hjeredem Hugonis Cambell, ad iii C. 
Marc. 

Robertum, 
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Robertum primogenitum ct hacredem Domini Robert! de Mauta< 
lent, ad iv Marc. 

David Meignes, ad ii C. Marc. 

David de O^by, aid if C; Marc. 

Patricium primogdR^umi et baeredem Domini J^gihannu Lyon, ad iii 
C.Marc. •■ ■ ■ 
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N* XII. Jliis for Taxes ^ 1424 and 1431. 

ScotUh A£Is of Parliament, edit. 1566, fol. iii. i pari. James 1 , 

26 May 1424. 

Of finance to be maid for the Kingis cottage in Ingland. Ca. X. 

ITEM, It was con&ntit, throw the Ettads and Parliament, that for 
the fynance and payment to be maid in Ingland, for our Souerane 
Lordis cottage, and delyvering of his hoftageis being in Ingland, thair 
falbc rafit ane yaitD *, or maa, gif it mittens, throw the hall kynrik, 
alfwcill throw the regalyteis, as throw uthcr landis. For it wcr grevous, 
and greit charge on the commonis, to rais the hail finance at anis, it 
is accordit that a y£ii.D be rafit, diat is to fay. xii d. of ilk pund •, and 
that the landis, rends, maillis, and gudis of lordis, within thar proper 
domanis, baith come and catell. Bot for the extent of the proper 
domanis thay fall not pay, drawin oxin, riddin hors, and utcnfillis of 
hows, alanerlie, oottaking the burgeflls in lykc maner of thair gudis 
and rentis. 


Of the maner of taxadoun to be maid in the realme. Ca. XI. 

ITEM, Thir ar taxis ordanit, throw the counfall of Parliament, 
uponc the Cattel and Cofne, to be raifit to the Kingis finance to be 
maid in Ingland. In the fiitt ysiLD now concluditi the boll of quheit 
is taxit to ii s. Alfwa the boll of rye, beir, and peis, to xvi d. the boll 
of aittis vi d. And dus of all come that is now in hows, or in ttak, 
the lordis purviance to thair howfhald alanerlie o'wttaner and the grene 
come that is naw upone the erd growand fall remain untaxit, quhil it 
Clime of the erd. Allwa the bcittis ar taxit one this maner. The 
Kow and hir followar, of twa yeir auld, to vi s. viii d. Item ane 
Woilder, or ane Yowc, ilk ane to xii d. Item Gymmer, Dunmund, 
and Gaittis, ilk ane to xii d. Item ane drawin Oxc, of thre yeir auld 
or elder, to vi s. viii d. Alfwa the wildc Meir, with hir followar of thre 
yeir, to x s. A Colt of thre yeir auld, or elder, to ane mark. 

This is the maner that landis and gudis fall be taxit. That ilk 
fchiref within his fchircfdome fall gar call befor him all the barronis, 
and fre haldarris of the King, and with counfall of tham he fall cheis 
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kill men and difcreit, and fic as he wll anfwcr for ; the quhilks fall 
abyd knawlege befor the King gif thay have done thair doiioir, at 
the end of the taxation ; and that als mony perfonls as may fnihciciuly 
extent the quntre, and na ma, for efehewing of coftc; and that all 
fehirefis be fworne to the king or his deputis that thay fall Iclely and 
trewly gar this extent be fulfillit, of all the laiuiis, and gudis, in forme 
as is above writen ; and that the extentouris fall be fworne befoir the 
Barronis of the fchircfdome, that thay fall do thair full power to die 
faid extent: and d»y fall have with tliaim the parpchc Preift, and 
that he be chargit be his Bifehop till informc thaini Iclely of all the 
gudis of the parochin ; and that thair be maid a buke of the faid ex- 
tent, contenand the namis of ilk towne in fpeciall, and the names of 
ilk perfone dw-elland in thay townis, and thair gudis followand thair 
names. And that thair buikis be prefentit to the Kiiigis Auditouris at 
Perth, the day limit thairto, that is to fey die xii day of Julij nixt to 
cum. Alfwa quhair thair is ane greit fchirefdqmc, thair be cholin be 
ficht of the Baronis kill difcrcte men to keip thame. 

Alfwa that all the landis of the kinrike be taxit, after as thay ar of 
avalc now, and that but fraude or gyk. Alfwa that all gudis be taxit 
and payit, after the valu of the money that now is. Alfwa that na 
exceptioun be maid in this taxatioun to na man, nouthcr of det nor 
of male : bot all the gudis ay quhair thay be fundin, to pay the faid 
YjiiLD, after the taxatioun, baith of Clerkis, Baronis, and BurgclTcs. 
Alfwa it is lene fpeidful that all taxatouris, the tyme of thair extent, 
warne all maner of man, that of all thair gudis that ar taxit, baith of 
beiftis, come, and uther gudis, Within xv dayis nikt after following 
the raxt, the payment be reddie iq filuer and gold, as is befoir writtin. 
And gif at the end of the feid xy dayis the payment be not reddy, 
the officiaris of ilk fchircfdome fall tak of ilk mjsn that warnis payment, 
a Kow for vs. a Yow or a Wedder for xii d. a Gait, a Gimmcr, or a 
Dunmund, for viii d. a wyldc Mcir and hir follower for x s. a Colt of 
thre ycir auld, or mjyr.of cild, xiiis. iv d. a boll of quheit xii d. a boll 
of rye or pels viii iL a boll of aittis iii d. And gif the Schiref tak^s 
thir gudis he fall gar the lord of the ,lan^ gif he may be gottin, pay 
the taxt to the King, and deliver. the gudis till him. And gif he will 
not, the Schirefe fall gar fell the ^dis at the nixt markat day, or fend 
thame to the King, on the Kingis c6ift> quhair the King till his deputis 
ordanis. 

ITEM, It is ordanit and fene fpeidful, that the Prelatis gar taxt thair 
rentis, and kirkis in this maner. That is to fey ilk Bilhope in ilk 
Denrie of his Diocic, gar his Officiall and his Dene fummund all the 
Ttnnentis and frehaldcrs befoir him, and cheis Taxatouris, and charge 
thame in maner and forme as is befoir writtin ; to the feidis day and 
place. And gif the Schiref fendis ony man on the Baronis behalf, 
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that he be refavit with thatne and fe thair taxatibiin. And that the 
Official gar warne the Schircf, qnhcn he wil cheis his taxatourisj and 
mak taxatbun of kitkis landrs, gndis> and rentisj beh^r laid. And 
qiihair a kirk 'man payis the haiil valow of his beneticiSy that all the 
frutes' of his kirk of the yeir followand be fre. 

AHwa anent the taxatioun of BurgelTes gudis,; and rends, ft is ftne 
fpeidfull that ilk Alderman and Baillics of Buitowis Call befoir thame the 
Burgeffis, and gar cheis Icill iwid trew men in maner as is 'befoir faid, 
takand with thami; the Curat of the towhe, ehargeit be the greit aith 
throw the Bifehop. And tliat the Schirtf fend als on the Barrcxiis 
behalf a Icle tiian, to beir fclc witnes to tliair taxf } to the quhilk he 
falbe fwome lelyliei with thartie. And that thay warne tte Schircf 
to fend that mah tO' the day that thay cheis thair taxatouns. Alfwa 
the Prelatis, the' Sthireffis, tbt- -Aldermen of townis, fall taxt and 
ordanc the coiftis of all- Offictads, diat fall laubour ateut this yeild 
rafing, be thair lautie <hat thay aucht to tho King, and thair eoiftis 
to be tane of the hasll taxt. -Alfwa the yeild rafit to fhe King mot be 
albwit to thanie in the yeild foirlaid. ■ * ^ ' '' 

Alfwa that thair be ordanit iri iHc Sch(?rifdome> ■‘and chofin be the 
Schireffis and the Barroriis, gtidd lefe *and difcrcit mefn, to taxt the 
foirfaid rends and gudis. And that with the Clerkis thair be ordanit 
lawit men be the Schireffis, and with lawit^men elerkis be the 
clergy, to fee and beir witnes that all thingis be lelylie done, and 
rychtfwa within Regalyis. And that Hk' cuhtrie rcleif other. Alfwa 
that the SchirefF depute certanc men to be with the Baillies, and taxa- 
touris of the Burrowis, to fee that all maner of gudis, alfweill come, 
cartel, as others gudis, be lelylie taxt, and prelendt to the auditouris or- 
danit thairto, till appeir at Perth the xii day of July nixt to cum. Of the 
quhilkis auditouris thir ar the namis ; the Bifehoppis of Dunkeldin, 
Dumblane, the Abbotds of Balmerinach, Sand Columbis Inche, 
Maiftcr John Scheves, the Eric of Athole, Schir Patrik of Dunbar, 
Williarae Borthwick, Patrick Ogilwy, James of Dowglas of Balwany, 
and William of Erlkin of Kinnoull. 


Ibid, folio verfo xxij, lo Pari. J. I, 15 Oft. 1431-. 

For the rcfilting of RcbcUouris in the North. Ca. cxlvi.. 

For the refilling of the King’s rebellouris in the North land, and 
the collage to be maid thairupone, it is lullely confentit be the Thre 
F.llatis, ordanit and concludit, that thair be littit and ralit anc Contri- 
butiounj that is to fay of sdl landis of the realme, quhair the yeild 
of pva pennies was rafic, thair be now x d. ralit; and quhur the twa d. 
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was no* fafit thair be now xii d. jrafit of ilk pnnd. And this Contri^ 
butioun to be tm: throw all i;ealnie, of all maiUs of landis, and 
rentis of haly kirk,* as of temporal! . Eordis { na gudis of lordis na 
-Burgeflis outtane, kiifand tlie extent of the mailis of the Lordis 
proper domanis haldin in thair awin hands, mailis of BurgcflTis houfis 
within Burrbwis inhabite be thame frlf, and with thair proper gudis, 
of the quhilkis thay tak na maill i:iddtn hors, and drawin oxin except 
allanerlyi of the quhilkis na yeild falbc rafit. Attourc diis Contribu- 
tioun falbe taxit and raftt with all celeritie poj$bill,..brQcht and de- 
liucrit to the auditouris of it, that is to fiiy the Abbotts of Balmeri- 
nouch, Sr. Columbia Inchc, Schir johne Scrimgeour, johne of Fyfe 
of Abirdene quhilkis &U begin thair comptU on the mome nixt 
after the Purificatioun of, pur Indy: mxt to cum, at Perth, gif the 
peftilence be not thair, gif it beis thair at Sanfbandros. The quhilkis 
auditouris lall put this Contributioun in a kift.of iiii keyis, of the 
quhilkis keyis ilk ane of thame fall have ane. And that kift to re- 
mane in the Caftell of Sandtandros, under the keipii^ of the Bifehop 
and the Prioure. And in caife that peax beis, maid m the menetyme, , 
this Contributioun fall remane under the iamin keiping in depois, to the 
commoun proffeit and ufe. The quhilk dpne;,die commandit 
till' continow the Parliament, rill monpiutday the xii* day of the 
ftjirfaid moneth and ycir, , 

* Sic; xxiif whkh was inonday, 
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N* XIII. The contemporary account of the murder of James 1. 

FROM a MS. formerly belonging to Mr. Thorefby of Leeds, (fee 
Nicolfon’s Scotilh Hiftorical Library ;) now, Aug. 17^0, to Mr. 
Jackfon of Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street: written about 

1440*. 

Here folowyng beeynnythe a full lamentable cronycle, of the dethc 
and falfe murdufe of James Stewarde, laft Kynge of Scotys, nougk 
long agone prifoner yn Englande, the tymes of the Kynges Henryc tlie 
Fifw and Henry the Sixte. 

The dethc of the Kynge of Scotis. 

ROBERT Steward, the tyng of Scotis, hadde ii fonnys oi 
the whiche the ddete was a femely inane of perfone, and knyghr, 
clepid the duke of Rofeye} and the yonger, clepid James Steward, 
that was bote of yeres yonge, and meane of ftature. This Duke of 
Rofeye perfeyved in his reafon the greet age of the Kyng his fadir, 
the ympotencye of his lymmes and membirs, the febilenefe of his per - 
fone that fore vexed hyme yn his age, begane unlawefiilly to tak upon 
hym the Royall guvcmancc. Thurghc the wliiche prefumcion, or- 
guyle and pruyde, he wexe full of vicioufnes yn his lyvymg, as yn 
dilpuleltyng and defowlyng of yong madyns j and yn brekyng the or- 
dire of weddelok, by his fowle ambitious liifl: of tliat voluptenus lull . 
of advoutne. Wherfbre the LordCs and the Nobles of the Rewme of 
Scotland, conhderyng that vicious lyvyng of that iiiid Duke * 

# # If: -Mt # -l!^- 

• * * a kef tom out * * 

* . * « * .* * « * * 

Thes traturs furters, and contraftes, ended by the counfell and confente 
of bothe the parties of the Kynges, the Kyng of Scottes hadde levc en- 
lagiflid, and n^d faufecondit of his maiftcr the kyng of England, (for 
fo the Kyng of Sebttes clepid hym,) to returnc fafe and fowndc ayene 
ynto his region of Scotteland. 

* As appears from the writing, and from a tranflation in the fame ms. after this 
trafi, of a book of morals by * John of Wieenay, outc of Frcnlhc into Englifhe, by 
youre humble fer vy toure . John Shirley, att Uie full noble, honorable, and renomed 
cite of London, fo as feblefle wold fiiMce, in his grete and laft age, the yerc of ourc 
lord a thousand, foure hundreth fourty.** 

This John Shirley is the tranflator of this account of James’s murder from a latin re- 
lation, probably publilhcd In Scotland by authority, the end. 

Of 
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Of whos. cumyng the Erie Douglas and the Erie of Bowgham * » 
fully advcrtifcd to hemfclfe in thairc owne mifgovcrnance, he beyn g 
Kyng and abfent, ne durfte nat abide his homc-cumyng, for fere of 
the pitous dethe of the Duke of Rofey his brother, whome thay haved 
fo mifehevoufly tnurdured unlawfully yn prifonc, as afore this cronycle 
made clcrc memorie, they ordeynd hem, for dowte of tharc lyvys, with 
a gret nowmber of thare frendis and fubjedes, with all the poffibilite, 
to paffe the fee ynto France. Fromc whenfe thay come never j bott 
both thay, with many other worfliipfule cagitaignes, knyghts, and 
fwyers, and lordes of the Armynakes and Scottes, all enmyes to the 
Kyng of England, were flaynC and takyne at the bataile of Vernoile yn 
Perch, withyne the revme of France, by that noble and fo excellent 
pry nee John of Loncaftcr, Duke of Bedeh>rd, thene the Regent of 
France, to whome that day God granted the difconficoure, and vidoryc 
of the fcld. 

Remanyng at thare home the Duke of Albayne, the Erie of Leynys, 
the Eric of Manthet, Watir Stuard, and other many lordes of Scotteland, 
thynkyng that tha;y were fo ne^e of the Kynges blode of Scottes, and 
demyng alfo yn theire confeites that [thaij hade nat offended theire Kyng 
yn no wife ; bot fo abode ftill yn the lande the Kyng’s cumyng iionie 
out of England ynto Scotteland. Whome all, widi many other of 
thare afinite, the faidc Kynge of Scottis lete arreft, and hem feverally 
yn diverfc caftell full hard prifoned, till he had fondon meancs and wais 
for to do hem lawfully to detli, as falfe traitours, becaule of the falle mur- 
dure of his brother the duke of Rolay. Whos deth the people of 
die land fore grutched, and mowrnid j feyrng that thay fuppoifed and 
ymagynd that the Kyng did rather that vigoripus exccucion upon the 
Lordes of his kync for the covetife of thare poffeffions, and goodes, 
thane for any other rightfull caufe, althofe he fonde colourabtU wais 
to ferve his entent yn the contrarye. 

All thos thinges thus done, the faide kynge of Scottes, noght ftanchid 
of his unfacionable and gredi avarice, ordeynd that tallage, and other 
impoficions upon his people, grettcr and more chargeant then ever were 
acuftumyd afore that tyme. So that the comoners of ^ land fecretly 
clepid hym nat ri^htwes, bot a tirannous prynce, what for the cnitra- 
geus impoficions importables of ufe, on taxes and odlages, t^n his 
poure fubjedcs and peple. But after the wifdomc of fome.philifophers 
the comone langage of the peiple oft fpekith without reafon. Never- 
thelefs many of the Lordes of Uiat land, dredyng fore of the harmc that 
myght betide, drowghe hem to counfell how thay myght withftand and 
refift the Kynges tyranye, fithe he hade fo licill.ptte of the dethe done to 
hyme of his Lordes, many of hem beyng fo negh of his roiall blode, 

* John Stuart, fonpf Robert duke of Albany, and conftalde of France. 
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and ftlfo of the gredi covadfe that he oppreflld and enpovecifid his co- 
monaltc. Withall the Kyng beyog prclcnt yn his faid cowjiefell, rofc 
up with a maneli fwollon hart a knyght* droid Sir Robert Gramc, a 
grete gentilnnan and an Erics Xune, a mane of wetc wit and eloquence, 
wundir futolyc wittyd, and expert in the lawc : laying thes wordes opynly 
to the Lordcs, " Sirs, yf ye woU firmely Hand by that at I ftiall fay 
“ to the Kyng, yn youre audience, I truft to God that we fhall fynde 
a good remedye and helpe.” To the which fayng the Lordes co- 
fentid: and faide t^t they tiruftyng holly yn his prudent and diferet 
manehode, wold cohforrne Mid confent, yn hie and low, to mayntene 
all that he wold tak pn hand to fay, for the general weelc of hem, and 
of all that land, yn diat tnater by %in than mevid. 

Upon this the Kyng lete to |bmond a parliament of the iii aflatis of 
his rewme, where this fame Sir Robert Grame, fully fette and afurid 
and purpofid to perfoiine that at he had behight and promyfid unto the 
■Lordcs, as is a%c reherfid. He role upc with a grete corage, with a 
violent chere ai^ councehance, fette handes upon the Kyng fayng thes 
wordes, “ I arreft you yn the name .of all the thre aftates of your reume, 
“ here now aflemblid yn this preleht parliament, for right as youre liege 
** peple be bundun and fwome to obeye your Majcfte noble riall, yn 
" the fame wife bene ye fworne and enfurid to kepc youre peple, to 
kepc and guveme youre lawc, fb ^tat yc do hem no wronge, bot yn 
** all right mantroe and defend hem.”. And, there and then forthwith 
the.^d Sir Robertjpnme, aforyrig,l^yim'i^y yn the promyfe made unto 
hym bi the fatd Lq^es, laid, “ Is hit .nat thus as I fey ? ” Unto the which 
fayng none of aU the ^ates . afore relwrfid .wold, ne durll; fpeke oone 
word, bot kapid filence. The Kypg therwith percevyng all this pre-^ 
fumptuous rebellion, and wirchyng of the faid Sir Robert Grame, gretly 
movyd and ftiriyd ayenfe him, as that reafbn wold, dete do hym arrclt, 
and commandid, tp put hym, yn fure and hard prifone. 

This Sir Robert Grame, fcyng hymfelf thus defevyd there of the faid 
Lordes, fpake and faid yn thfedvife, “ He that ferveth a comon mane, 
he ferveth by fhort pre^efc of tyme.” After this the Kynge exiled 
this Sir Robert Grarne i and all his haritages and goodcs deemed as 
forfaturs to the Kyng. 

Upon his exile this Sir Rolfeit Grame tokc his [way] ynto the cun- 
treij of the Wild Scottis, whertKathe confpired and ymagynd how that 
he myght deftruye bis Kyng. And Turthwith he -renounfed his lege- 
ance, apd by wordes, and .by' writyng, he defied hem, feying that he 
had deftri^d hym, Ws. wif, and his childeme, his haritages, and ^ 
his other godes, by his cruell tyranny, Wheffor he faid he wold flee 
hym [with] his owne handes as his mortall enmyei yf wer he myght 
ft tyme, and fynd wais and meanes. Therto the Kyng, hugely vexid 
in his fpretes with the traturous .and,:Sualicious rebellion of the faid Sir 

Robert 
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Robbrt Grtmc, did inak an opyn proclamacion by all the rewme of 
Scotteland that whofo ihy^t hcc or ttk hyme, and bryng hym to the 
Kynges preft nee, Ihuld have iii ihoi^ahd mmyei of gold, every pcce 
wofth half an Englisih Noble. 

Nocht long after this the Kyhglctt lb ordeyftO his parliament yn due 
forme, at Edenbourghc, fomunde yn the ycre of oure lord A Thou- 
fand, Foure Hundreth, Six and Thirtye, yn the ftft of AU Hallowen. 

To 'the which parliament the faid Sir Robert Granie Aired a full crut ll 
vengance ayene the Kyng, fent privic melTagcs and lettiifs to certaync 
jttienand fervantes of the Duke of Albayne, whome the Xyng a litill 
afore hade done rigorufly to deth, lich as hitis entidld here aibre, opynly, 
that if thay confcnt and faver hym, he wold wttifly take upon hym for 
to flee the Kyng, left thurgh his tiranhye and covetife he wold deftruy 
this rcume of Scotteland : ‘ and the corone of the land fliall be yovon to 
Sir Robert Stuard, which is the Kyng*s cofyny and next of the right of 
the corone, bot yf the Kyng had a fune ; the fabc Robert’s fadir 
thenne liggyng in hoftage to mo Kyng of Ehgland, ijir the faid James 
Kyng of Scottes, yn the! towre of Loinddh, ^ that.Ps fynaunce were 
fully content and paid. And the Add ffir Robert’s gmnttfii^, the Erie 
of Athetelies, of that treifon and^muhAfias 'h|t waa'Aikli and by hym- 
fclfc fceredy defirid anti covetid to^Wwe dw corone. For which caufes 
the fame Sir Robert Gramc was halFiiie^^tt^ confehtid to bryng thairc 
Durpos to cliche. F6r ihis Sir Robcrt^Stuaixl did cWr abide yn the 
Kynges prefcnee, full famulier aboufie hynw^ alllioures, and moft privey . 
a^ove all other i and was a full jgentill fqul^r, freslh, lufty, and right 
amyable. . 'Whome the Kyt^ entierly loved as his oWne. fbne j and for 
the tendure love that he had to fayme he made [tiym] ConAabE of all 
his hoA, and. ... at the l^c of Edenboutgh *. 

After this the Kyng fodanly avifid made a folempne fcA of the Crif- 
tynmes at Perth, whidi is clepid Sant JohfliS townc, which is from Eden- 
bourgh on that other fide of tlie Scottefii See, the which is vulgarly 
clepid the Water of Lethe. Yn the mydttis of the way thare, arofc a 
woman of Yreland, tliat clepid hcrfelfe as a fathfayer. The which 
anone as Ihc faw the Kyng, Ihe cried with lowde voile, fryng thus, 

“ My Lord Kyng, and ye pafe this Water, ye fiiall nevCT turtK ayanc 
on lyve.” The Kyng heryngthis was aAonyed of herwordisj for 
bot a litill to fore he had red yn a prt^hefie, thirt yri thC fclfc lame 
yerc the Kyng of Scottes Ihuld be l^yne. iUid dle^thall the Kyng 
as he rode clepid to him oonc df his knyj^tb, airf ij^VC hym yn co- 
tnaundment to tome ayane to fpeke with 'womi^, 'and aik of here 
what Iheo wold, and what thyng Iheo with her loWd enryng ? And 
flieo began, and told hym as ye hafe .haM of tht Kyi^ of Scottes, y f 

* Sic. Roxburglk 

vot. I. boo he 
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he paflcd tliat water. As now the Kyngc afkkl her how (heo knew that ? 
And fheo faid that Huthart told her fo; “ Sire,” quod ho, “ men may 
“ calant y talc non hcde of yond womans wordcs, for Iheo nys bot a 
“ drunkine fule, and wot not what flieo faith.”# And fo with his folk 
paflld the water, rkpid the Scottillhe See, toward Saynt Johnnes 
towne, bott iiii myles from the cuntrcth of the Wild Scottcs ; where, 
yn a clofe of Blakfriars withowt the faid towne, the Kyng held a gret 
feft. 

Where upon a day, as the Kyng plaid at the chefles with oone of 
his kuyghtis, whome yn playng wife he clepid Kyng of Love, for he i 
was a iulli man, full amorous, and much nicdclcd hym with loves’ 
arte. And as hit came the Kyng to mynd of the prophecie fpokyne 
tofure, die Kyng fatd to this knyght, “ Sir Kyng of Love,” quod he, 
“ hit is nat long agone licli 1 redd a prophecie, ipokyne of toforc, that 
“ I faw how that thiti yere Ihuld a kyng be flaync yn this land. And 
“ ye wotc wcle 3ir Alexander, there be no mo kynges yn this rcume 

bot ye and I j :^|j||d'^therfbr 1 <owneleU you that ye be well ware, for I 
“ let you wit that 1 i!|Lall ordeyne-fbr my fure kepyng fufficiendy, I truft 
“ to God, fo lam qndir youre kynghooiland yn the fcrvice of Love.” 
And thus the Kyng yn hU folas plaid with the knyght. 

Withyh fhort tyme after this, the Kyngbeyng in his chambur, talk- 
yng and playng with ..the Lordesj knyghtis, and fquyers, that were 
abowte hyme, Ipak of many dyvers maters. Amonges was ther % 
fquyer that was right jicceptable to the Kyng, diat fpeke, and fai(^ 
“ For fothc My Lord,” quod he, 5* me dremed varelyc to nyglit that 
" Sir Robert Grame Ihuld hafe flayne you/’ And that hcryng the 
Erie of Orkeney dwo wamyd the fquyeri he ftiuld hald his peace, 
and tell nanc fuch tales yn the Kynges prefcnee. And therwith the 
Kyng herying this fquyers dreme, remembred hymfelfe how that fame 
nyght how* had a fweyvyn Qepyng; and femyd to hym varaly that 
a crucll fcrpent,.and an horribiU tode, aflkilid hym furioufly yn his 
kynges-chambur j and how he was fore afright and aferd of hym, and 
that he had nothyng ts^rwith he myght focoure and defend hyrnfelfe* 
bot oonly a paim of tanges that ftudyn yn the chymneth. 

And many other 'tokyns, -and,. tailes, liche to this, the which now 
may well be demyd by v^y demonftracions, and alio pronoflicacions 
to the Kyng, of hi$ deth and mnrdur, had he or the tyme of his deth 
fell. AUb oone of . lcyn^s traitours, clepid Criftofere Chawmebur, 
that was a fquyer ,of Ae Dukes hous of Albayne, iii tymes he drugh 
hym to the Kyqges prelen^ for he wojd hafplayncly opynd, and told 
hym of the purpos of sill- tke.traUours, that wc.r aboute to murdure 
hyme, byc^c that the Kyng withowt any caufe hatid hym rightfully f. 

* Heo? 

f This, and feveral other fentences, are moft obfeurely exprefled. 

And 
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^dthusj as -iiit is faid-by the tdd wife fadirs, fluny years or wc w^rr 
borne, v/hat thyng that denned to a jicrion, be hit iate be hit fone, 
at the laft ever hit cumytifc 

Thus, after this, dihe faft apporoch the nyght, yn the whitb the 
faid James Sttrard kyng of Scottes fhuld fidfely hynt unwittyng, fuffure 
his horribill detli by murdBre this which is pice that any gentiii or gode 
man to thynk upon. So both afore foper, and long aftirc ynto (piartc r 
• of tlie nyghf, in the which the Erie of Athetelles, and Robert Stward, 
were aboute the Kyng; where thiiy wer occu^iied att tlie J^ayng of the 
chcfle, att-thc tables, yn redyng of Romans, yn fyngyng, and pypyig, 
ynhaipyng; and in other honert folaces, ofgrcte plealaficc and diV- 
port. Therwith cainc<rfhc faid woman of Yreland, that clepid herfelf 
a dyvenourefe, and entred the Kynges courtc, till that fhe Came 
ftreght to the Kynges chambur dore; where Iheo ftood, and abode by- 
caufe that hit was (hitte. And fad • Iheo knokyd till at the laft the 
uslher opynd the dure ; marvelyng of that woman’s beyng there that 
tyme of the nyght, and afkyng here 'vdiat flieo woH ? Let me yu 
“ Sire,’! quod flieo, “ for I haf fumwhat to fay, arui to- tell unto the 
“ Kyng ; for I am the fame woman that noght long agone defirid to 
" haf I'pokyn with hyrn, at the Lith,' ‘whah he fhuld paflfe the Scottifli 
“ Sec.” The usfhcr went yn, and tx>ld hym of this woman. “ Yea,” 
quod the Kyng, “ let hit cume cd morrow byCaufc that he was oc- 
cupied with fuche difportes at that tyftie, hym lit not to entend her as 
%enne. The usfher came ayane to the chamber dore, to the fiid 
woman ; and there he told hir that the Kyng was befyh in playng ; and 
bid her cum foo ayane upon the mdrowi;' ‘^'Well,’’' laid the woman, 
“ hit fliall repent yow all, that ye wil nat let me fpeke nowc with tlie 
“ Kyng*’ Therat the uslher lughe, and held her bot a fule, chargyng 
her to go her way. And therwithall Iheo went thens. ■ * 

Withyn an owre the Kyng alkid the voideej and drank, the travers 
yn the cliambure edraw, and every man depairtid ■ and went to rid. 
Than Robert Stward, that was right famylicr with the Kyng, and had 
all his Gommandementes yn the chamber, was the Ihft that departid ; 
and he knewe well the falfe purveid treifonj and was cohfentid thertOj 
and therfore left the Kynges chamburs doore opyite j and had bruffed 
and blundird the lokes of hem, yn fuch wife that no man myght Ihute 
hem. And abowt mydnyght he- laid -certayiie plauncii«, and hurdellcs, 
over the diches of the diche that environd the gafdyhC of the chambirre, 
upon which the l«d traitours entred. That iS-to fay the forfaid Sir 
Robert Grame, with other of his'-cov^e ynto the riowmbre of Thre 
Hundredi perfons ; the Kyng that fame tyme tl^rftondyhg. in his nyghr 
gownc, all unclothid lave his fliirr, ’hia cape, his combe, his covcrchifi 
his flirrid pynfons * upon the forme, and the foote Ihcet 5 fo llondyng 

■ * Slippers; 
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afor the' chymney pfciyng with the Qwcnc, and other ladis and gcntji - 
wottien with here j caft oiFe his nyght gownc,* for to have gone to 
bedd. ' ^ 

But he haHcynd, and hard grctc noifc withotft, and grete clatcryng 
of harnych, and tncn armyd, with grete fight of torches. Than he 
rcmcmbred hym, and ymagynd anone that hit Ihuld be [the] falfc 
tratotirs knyght, his dcedy enemy. Sir Robert Grame. And fodenly 
the Qwcne, with all the other ladis and gentilwomen,' rane to the' 
chawmber ilnre, and fonde hit opyne ; anil rhay wold have fliitt liit, 
bot the lokes wcr lb blundrid, that thay nethir cowch ne myght fiiut 
hit. The Kyng prayd hem to kepe the fame done as welc as thay 
myght, and he' wold do all his myght to kepe hym to withftond the 
falle malice of his traitours and enmys ; he fuppoifyng to have breftyn 
the ferrements of the chaumbur wyndos, bot thay wcr fo fqware, and 
ftrongli'fowdid yn the ftonys with moltync ledc, that thay myght not 
be broftync-for hym, withowtyn more and ftrcngcr helpe. For which 
■caiife he was ugly aftonyed, and in hys mynd kouth thynk on none 
other focoure, bot ftart to the chymncy, and toke the tonges of yrcn 
that men rightid the fire with, yn tymc of heede ; and undir his fete 
he myghrily breft up a plaimch of the chaumbur flore, and therwithall 
cuveria hyni ayainc, and cnwed adowne lowc bencth amongis th’ ordure 
of f Ke privay* that was all of hard ftOnc, and none wyndow ne isfhue 
theriupon,‘ fevc a litill fquare hole, even at the fide of the bothum of the 
pryvay, that sflrihe makyii^ ther^ old tyme was Icvid opyne to clenle 
<and ferme the fiiid privay. By the which the Kyng myght well efcapidj 
bot he miJd tb'let ftop hit well iii dayes afore hard with ftonc, bicaufe 
that whsBMi 'hi playd imeit at thebawme, the baUis that he plaid withe 
oft rahfife' yn'ar'thaclbwle hole,- for ther was ordenyd withowt a faire 
pla^g place' fot die Kyng. 

And fo'ther foi^thtj Kyti^ nether refehows, ne remedie, bot ther he 
ihufl? abide, fliaa the whucF The’traitburs withowtlaid at the chaum'- 
bubdOrs, 'hrid^at the privay dote alfo, with wawis, with levours, anil 
that'a!t| tlyf-'laft' thay brak up all, and entred, (bycaufe the 
■dw^l weiy ntet feif^lriufte,) fwerdes, axis, glavis, billes, and other 
teW^ill’fihd 'feTefBfi-WepohsjY AmOnges- the grete prclc of the which 
ithdtbuts, 'theV'^l^ ’a fairt lady Ibte hurt yn the bak ; and other gcntiK 
Wciticri Kurt'SifffotewOhcfid.-' With die which the ladis, antfall the 
'jfrcihen, foayd'ai Ibrbw^ll 'Ikryej'and rane away for the hides fne of 
thoboifi!db&' and’ijnei'Ciles men ofarmbs; The traitouts fiirioufly palled 
fefth yMbtiie^aiuiibures/and fbunde the Qwene fo dilmaid and abalfid 
of and feHufl governance, that Ihe cowth nether fpeke, 

■he Ssithdrafwb’bferr. -And as Iho'ftode dier fo aftonyd, as a 'cryature 
that had loft here Jcyndly reafon, cone of the traitows wowndid here 

full 



APPENDIX. 

full vilanyfly, and wold have flayii^ here, ne had not b«ne oone of Sir 
Robert Grame’s foncs, that thus fwk ;ito hytn and fiMd,.‘?.Wh|it woU 
“ ye dow, for fliamc of yourc felfc ! to the Qwne ? Slico is bot a 
womane. Let ws go and fech.the Kl^g.’' ; And then not wityng 
welc what Iheo did, or Ihuld- do, for .that. lerfuU jind t^rribill affray, 
fledd yn hirkirtUl, her mantell hangyng aboute Miifc, t^ other ladycs yn 
a corner of the chaumbur, cryyng and wepyng, 411 diftraitc made a 
pitous and lamentable nofc with full bevy lokyng/and chere. 

And ther the traitours fought the Kyng yn all the chaumbur abowte, 
yn the withdrawyng ihaijmburs, . yn the litters, pndir the preffes, the 
fourmes, the chares, and all other places, bot long they befily fought 
the Kyng. Bot they couth nat fynd hym, for they; nether knew ne re- 
membred the privay. The Kyng heryng of. long tyme no noyfe, ne 
ftiryng of die traitours, wende and demy d that thay had all t^gone> 
cryed to the wemen that they ihuld cume with Ihcttes, and drawc hym 
up owt of that uncleyne place of the priwy. The wemen at his callyng 
came faff to the pry vay dore, that was nat fliutt, .and fo tha opynd hit 
with labure. And as they were abowteward to, helpe upc- the Kyng, 
oone of the latlis, clepid Elizabeth Douglas,- feU ynto thejpryvay to the 
Kyng. Therwith oone of the faid traitours, called Robert * Chaum- 
bur, fuppoifid varaly fith thay couth nat -fynd,'; yn none of ^1 the fayd 
chauinburs, the Kyng, that he of neffejlBte bad hyd hymi yp the pryvay. 
And therefore he faid to his &lawcs, Sirs” , .quod he, jrlpsrto ftpnd 
“ we thus idill, and Icfe owre tyrae, v 4 «; ^r the'^aufijthftt^yp-bc cumpe 
<< forehid? Cumith on furth witb naev. 4 QdI -^al^.ijrp)|i^-,tnll-yo!U whec 
“ the Kyng is.” For the fame, ThonJa8 *tCh^um|^rh«ii!b!pne afore 
right familier with the Kyng yn all places ; and,fihqi^|r): kncpf&l^ lyelie 
ail the pryvay corrfers pf.thoo ch^umbufM.- .Ai^i4b 
ftreght to the fame pryvay where the Kyng wtni>’ and peffayyd ’vele an 
fawe how a plaunch of tlie ^urewas' brokyp up, .apd bft lut up, , and 
with a torch lokyd ynne, and faw thp Kyng ther, nndia woipan with 
hyme. Sayng to his felows, “ Sirs the fpowa is fopndon, whedbre 
“ we bene cumne, and all this nyghtdiaf carpld hefFr.” Th?rwithall 
oone of the faid tirantes and traitoursy filepicl Sir Jpl^^aJil, dclcendid 
downe to the Kyng, with a grete.<knyf yn his bMidj.*an^ .tfni. K'ypg, 
dowtyng.hym fore of his Ji^ kaught bym mygh^frby die iHuldurs, 
• and with full grete violence cafl hynvumler.bis/ feftpjV.Fojr the .Kyng 
war, of his parfone and ftaturc, ajwane rightitnanly^ftrpngp .Andfcyyng 
another of that Hallis brethyrnoi:^.the;KyPgb4ditihP 
went downe ynco the pryvaytajSl^r lQCr Apd 
anone as he was ther defeendidr che^ Kyng jkwghl.%01 man^iby d)c 
n'^k, and caff hym ibove dw|t jptlier,i ‘and d«fi>w|id hem bpth 
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unclir Tiyme, that all a langinbneth after men myght fee how ftrongly 
the Kyng had holdyn hem by the throtes. And grctely the iCyng 
ftrogild with . hem, 'fdit to have bercvyd thamc thare kny vys ; by th<* 
which labiir his handis wcr all fotkutc. Bot and the Kyng had bene 
yn a§y wHe arrayd, he myght well have cfcapid thare malice, by the 
Icngthc of his figluyng v.’ith thoo ii faUe traitoiirs. Fot yf the Kyng 
myght any while Icngar have favyd hymfclfe, his fcrvahtes', and much 
other peple of the towne, by fume fortune fljuld haf had fume knaw- 
clege thcrof, and foo haf cumnc to his focoure hclpc. Bot, elhis the 
while, hit wol not.be.! Fortune '♦iras to hym adverfc, as yn prcfertvyng 
of his life any longidr. 7 . 

I'herwithall that odyus and falfe traitour Sir Robert Grame, fcyng 
tlie Kyng labord fo fore with thoo two falfe traitours, which he had call 
undir bis fett, and that he wer faynt and wery, and that he was we- 
ponelefe, the more pitc was, dcfcenden downe alfo ynto the pryvey to 
the Kyng, with an horribiU and mortall wepone yn his hand. And 
then the Kyng cried hym mcrcvi “ ThoW cruell tirant,” quod Grame 
to hym, thou hadcft' nevyr mercy of lordes borne of thy blodc, ne 
of non other gcndlman, that came yn thy dawngcr, Therfor no 
“ mercy lhalt thow have here.’* Thane fmd the Kyng, “ I bcfcch 
** the that, for the fabracion of my fotile, ye woU let me have a con- 
** felTore." ’‘iQuod‘'’theTatd Grame, “ Thow foalt never have other 
“ confeflbre hot this fame fwerd.” And therwithall he fniote hym 
thorogh the body, and therwithall the goodc kyng fell downe, and la- 
mentaWf with' a >jrftotis voyoc iie cried hym oft mercy, and bchight to 
gyf hym half hys'kyngdam, and much other good, to fave his lif. 
And ^mithe fcyng his Kyng and^bveran liord ynfor- 

tuncd with fo miach defcyfe, angwefli, andforow, wold hafe fo levyd, 
and done hym no more ^harmc. The othcr*traitors above, perceyvyn'g 
that, fayd onto 'the fayd Sir Robert, “ We behotc the faithfully, bot 
" yf thow flc hym, or thow depart, thow lhalt dye for hym on owre 
handys Tone dowdefci" And then the faid Sir Robert, with the 
other two that defceixlid firft downe, fell upon diat noble prynce, and 
ynTilll hor^nll jfbid - cruell wife they murdrid hym. Ellas for forow, 
thai^ fo ' ynme^nab^ cniclte*^and vengance fhuld be done to that 
worthy prynce, fer bic was reportid by true perfons that fawe hym 
dede, that^he had fixtene dedcly woimdes yn his brefte, withowtyn 
many and other yidyverfe places of' his body. 

■ And hit is reherfid and remembred, yn the hiftoriall and trewe 
oromcles of Scotteland, that yn the felt fame place, by old tyme 
pi^d, there haf bene iii kynges of Scotees flayne f. 

* A fable. ^Not one king i» conunemomed as having been flain at Perth. 

And 
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Ami whene thb abhominabic tfnd- horrible horrtycidie, ‘artd falfc 
treafon of this crudinfiurdur, was thus done, the faid tmitoun fought 
the Qwene } arid yn (hare furous crueltyc wbld hafe flaync' her, yn the 
fame wife. Bot God, of his grace and j^jodnesj-prelcrvyd and ke{ie 
here owt of tharc handis. And upon this tiit! noife aroic, and fpi-ang 
owt, both yntf» the cou|tc, arid ynto the t(risniCi<‘of that horribill 
doyng and faite, of tlwt at the faid traitours had^ done. - And anonc 
forthwith ail the Kynges fervantesyr that were, loj^d ^yn his faid court,, 
and all the other peple of the fiimc towne, with bone will and oonc 
affent, as the Kynges trewc .fnen, and his liege fubjeftes,' domone' with 
force and amics, with many a torch, and other lightis, and ^(pproched 
the Kynges court. Amd whcnc dte traitours hard the notfc and ro- 
more of thofe comones, thay with ;all hs& poflibill fled.. Bot yit yn 
tharc withdrawyngj orthaye were fully paBed the diches ofthc Kynges 
place, a worthy knyght that was called Sir Davy Dunbatre, he^ allone, 
aferied and purfued hem, and with his owne hand floghe oonHof hem,, 
and another he fore woundid. And as he fat^ht with, them 'yn thaire 
flryng, thay kut of thre of his fyngurs of his 'oonri hand, and fore- 
woundid hym upon his hed. And thay llogh: an other yong mane of 
the Kyngys ghaumbur,, that was good grome.. 

Anci yn this wyfe Sir Robert Grame, with aU the other traitours, 
efcapid, and droghe hem to the cuntreth the Wild Scottes.- And 
thay faid amonges hemfelfe, Ellas why floghe we not the Qwene 

alfoj for and we had lb done we fh^- have bene out of muche 
“ difeafe, and trobill, which we bene now lich to have. With* here 
“ we have caufc gretely to drede here, left Iheo woll prii^rie, and la-, 
“ bourc for to do ve^ance upon hus." And loth hit was the- Qwene 
did liichc diligence am purfuet,. ayanft the laid felonouce traitours, .Aat 
withyne a moncth next aftir that fo abhomynablc murdure, thay were 
ail takyn, and byhedid at Edynburghe. The Qwene did hirfclfc grete 
worfliip for here trew acquitable. Hit hath not oft beenc len^^:ib Ib- 
dcynly vengaunce takyn upon lb horribill and a cruell ded. 

For furft was takyn Sir Robert Stuard, and Crfltcifere Chaumbur^. 
and lad ynto flrong prifonc withyne the CaftcU of: Edyribur^ ; andf 
after by the fentance of the law *hay were drawnc; - aMd hailgid, and' 
quarttrd. Furft ther was ordenyd a cart, wlicfupon #as ftt a:ci!ofe*of 
grete heght, that was maid of tree. To thg which croflc>the faid' 
Robert Stuward was fall boundon,. ftondyi^ upright all naJejidj^ iboundon 
to the bak of the fame, nothyng upon hem bot thare pryvay clothes. 
The hongman there ftondyng above with hem,, havyng in his handis 
a pairc lharpe tangos, with the which he twitched and ail. to tare thare' 
fleynne and fleslh, that the blodc yn full grete quantite ranne downe 
from hem,, that pite was to lee. For thay luffinl pacicndy all the 
cruell paynes^f tuhnentrye, that thay put hem to ; and faid unto the 
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faid. hongman; ■“ Dowe wiutcver fc will, ff>r wc bene gild, and haf 
“ well <kfervyd hit this p^ne&l detli, and inwyfe, and inuchc more.”: 
And thus wcr.thtqir ltdd, pynched and payned, by all the Aretes, and 
thorowe oute >-Edynburgh. At the latt ebay lad on. hegh, afore tlic 
CouncccU-bows, ckpid the Gildhall, there *d>ydyng s«i ourc and more, 
that aU the peple myght behold and wondkr on hem. After that 
thay were drawin with hordes, all the towne j till thay cam till a place 
wher was fet ane heg^e: ynArumcnuof tymbire, upon which balaftriars 
and bowyers ufyn to hong tbare harny^ud bowes to drie ayanft the 
funne*. Where the fayde hongroah tokc a rope, and knyt hit faft aboute 
tharc birftes, «ndrc thaire harmeholes', and drew hem to the hegjjeft 
place of that ynftninttnt j and thay tliere fo hongyng confclfid opunly 
to all the warld all (he conffMtratibn of the Kynges dethe, from poynt 
topoytt.. And from theife thay were caried j^to the iniddis of th^ 
markedi^ace there, where was ordyned an hie Ika^ld, upon which 
witli aiiiud nifty axe the faid hongman fmot of thare hedes, and 
there quartard hem.. Andyn this wyfc was exfecucion done upon 
hem bothe, and ‘thane liedeles fet upe of the gates of Sent J.ohannes 
Towne. . 

Soone after this was takyn the Erie of Athctellcs, by. the Erie of 
Angsris ; and laid ynto the caftell of Edenbuighe to prifone. Tins 
lame Erie of Athetelles was endited, arreyned, and dampned. Bor 
bycaufe of that this was ni^ the fefte of Pal'cue, the croffe was takyn 
adownCi and he lad to the polour yn the towne, and ther was he faft 
boundon, and a corone of papir put upon his hed, the which was all 
abowte depaynedd Mrith jubettes, and for the more dil'pite and lhame 
CO hym was writync with dies -.wordes,- T^tour, Traitour, 
Traitour, The Buslhope of Urbinatc, legslf of owrc Holy Fadir 
the Pope, then beyng in Scotteland, upon his ambafilte, hard thare 
confrlHoos. And then evyn fordiwidi the faid Erie of Athetelles was 
l]eded } <"bot he went alwas to have grace and pardon, unto the tyme 
that the hangman had hym upon the fkafFald, to be there and then hedid. 
For he coauftid, and- laid that he was not yn no wyle confentyng ne af- 
frntyng to the Kynges deth; but that he knew thierof long, and kepte 
Jut counefeU, bycaufe that Sir Robert Stuward, that was oone of the 
gretteft trutours^ was his fonnes fonne, and therfore he told hit not to 
the Kyng. Bot yit neyyre the kfle when this Sir Robert wift thcrof, 
and told hit to the Erie of Athetelles of the Kynges deth, he bjamyd 
hyme lore, and ckfrndid hym that in.no wyk (hmd he be confentyng 
to none fuch murdure of his Sosreran Lord: weynyng veraly that nether 
he, ne none of all the other, the which b«ne reherfid afore, wold 
never have done that murdure yn cileAe. And lb the faid £rk told, 
and conleind, at his lyvys end t and his bed, coroned with a corone 
of yiyne, Aont^i^ vpgi) » yn die i]o^ddis,of Edenbuighe. < 

' After 
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Aftc^ this Sir Robert GramCj wth many otlier traitours of his 
coveene, bcyng in captyvyte, were ladde to the towne of Strivellcn, 
and there were tbuy toiirmcnted and pwt to tliedeth. The faid Sir 
Robert Gramc ftondyng thcfie, at the wher lie, was tofore cnditid of 
treifon afore the Juftiee^ and the lasre there, itipon, his araynmcnt, 
faid playncly that thay had no iawe to,do hym to deth, vfor he laid he 
had nat offcndit, bot flayne the Kyng.'his dedely cnmye i for by his 
lettnrsv fcalcd with his fcale of armes, long tyme afore he had dcfycd 
the Kyng, and renoimcid his legeaunce, for caufes reafonablcs as lie 
faid. And yf thay wold do hym lawe after the ftatcytes of armes, 
thay Jfhiild delyver hym, and let hym go qwite, bicaufe the Kyng 
woki have deftruyd hym yf he had myght. And thtis yn that he faid 
he did no wrong nor fynne, bot ooly that iieflov^Ke Godes criature, 
his enemye. All thes reafons nether couth nc. -myght foffice for his 
excufe, the which he jicrcey vyd wele ya all wife of. tharc wirchyngcs. 
This fame Sir Robert Grame, with manly hart and wek avifid, as a 
mane wcle ynftrufte yn lawe and letture, laid thes wondes ftandyng at 
the bare afor the Jugcs, all the peplc them afiemblcd .for that caufe 
the fclfe tymc. “ O yc all fo fynfull, wreched, and mcrcilefc Scot- 
“ tislhc fblkef»withoiite prudens, and full replet of -unavifid folie, I 
“' know wele that I lhall nowe dye, and’^ma note efea^ youre venom- 
“ ous judicial! handes } for by will, and not be right ne lawe, ye have 
“ dampncd my bodyc to the dcthe, the which God fuffrethe me at 
“ this tyme to refave of you, for no defeirt of this accufacion that ye 
“ condcmpne me ynne nowe, bot for other offences and trclpas, that 
“ I yji the vayne tymes of my youth have dilpleafid hyme ynne. 
“ Yit dout y nat tha^e fliall fe the daye and the tyme, that ye lhall 
“ pray for my foule,^r the grete go(>d that I have done to you, and 
“ to all this rcaumc of Scottiand, that I have thus llaync and dcly- 
“ veryd you of lb crucll a tirant, tlie gretteft enemye the Scottes or 
“ Scottiand myght have, confideryng his unftaunchable covetife, yn 
“ his youth, ayenft all nature, his tirannye ynmcfurable^ without pite 
“ or mercy to fibbc or to freme, to hie or to lawe, to poure or to 
“ riche.” 

All thes thynges tlie faid Sir Robert Grame, with many other yn- 
cnnvcnyences, he rcherfui tliere ayanlt the Kyng ; tlie whiche rcher- 
iale woie be ynne Scotteland many a yerc here after. For he was a 
rniuie of grete hart and manhocic, and full difcrctc, and a gretc legilkr 
of lawe pofitivc, and canone, and civile bothe. Yit for all that, at 
the lafl: he was dampned there by the Juges of the deth. . This was 
the fentance of the jugesment there Ihuld be brought a cart, yn the 
mydward of the whiche there Ihuld be fette fall, a tree uperight, longer 
then a mane; and with that fame knyf that he floughc the Kyng witli- 
all, was liis hand all upon heghc nalid faft to {har tree, and lb was lie 
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had thorough 'Otite tho towne« That cdoonc the hangmane ‘wasr com^ 
xnandid, with that lafne knyfe; to kut of that hand frome the arme. 
Af^ ^at he w^ nalid nakynd, as he was fii^'bdrne his modir, 
drairiliiii dhirghe'^ towne withowte coertttf^'t^ nof parte of his body, 
as liatoit brah^t hym folth frOhi his mod|i^%o#fbe, and yh the ^e 
wife kdd though all the ftreies' d' ^at to'A>h€|fiihd' the touniientoUrs 
<Mif> 4Very fide hyWi w^dte 4iooki§*ynftrunteh^^ yryno, foyrchote 
all red dowyng, di^ pvnchid and twynched his theghis, his legges^ 
his arrrtesi his fides»|^is m^e,' hb fhiddo^ heke, his wotnbej *id 
over all his t»<x^, airf pitous to loke upon, wher 

thay fuppoifid ihpft to to any 

mans’ kynd td T0rh4|l||r^ndpi^^ abhOmynable to le. 

With the yh^pofitlbl^'^aihie of tunhcut, he Wted then pitoUfly withe 
dedcly voice*' fOr the panys imd paeons ^t he- lb fuflird, layiig to them 
thaC ^ydid^thsttftife to hym ayi^hft the lanS^ i'^^ diis that ye done 
to ihe is oohly hy rigOure of ynmeilirablc tyrannye. ' All the warld 
** may clepe you Scdttes tirahtes, for ihahekyhd imay not withe tlic 
lif fuffi^ aeyhdure the payrfefull arid dhuiuouS'tourmentrye that yc 
" put ime •'uhtos I doiite me ftdl fore that* i&id yc contynuc thus youre 
" tounnentes ypon thy wfetchcd pcrfon, that for thtf^paync yc will 
cOnftrayrie'tee to/rehye ray Creature. And yf Ifo doo I appell you 
** afor Gkid, the Tile ahd’Chyf Juge of all manekynde after there 
**■ defortes at the unyvcrfal dome* that ye bene the varay caufc of the 
"Tofle of my faule.” “ ~ • 

Thurghe the wHiche Ipechc Ibme of the Lordes, fo abidyng upon 
the execucion of tius laid Sir Robert Gramc, moevid of pite let tak 
him doune. And as he was all nakyd lappid yn a rough Scottislhe 
mantell* and caft hym ayane, with a grete violence, ynto fore and full 
hard priibhe. 

In thetfineanc tyme many of the other traitours were bowe Id all 
qwik, and afterward were quarterd, as wele thay that receyvid the faicl 
Sir Robert, as thay that were with hym. Whane the cxfccution of 
the laid trailbn' was done, and many of tha that were with hym art 
the day of the Kyng confellid, whane thay were Ipokync to go with 
the faid Sir Robert Grame, hit was not told unto hym of no purpos 
that was takyn for to deftruye the Kyng, and put hym to dethc ; bot 
hit was laid unto hem that thay Ihuld go with hym, to ravisflic a fairc 
lady oute of the Kynges hoxiie, whamc the faid Sir Robert Stuwanl 
ftiiild have weddid the next day folowyng. 

And after this thay ladd ^tfounes the faid Sir Robert Grame to 
the place where he fliuld dye. And fodeynely thay droughe away 
Ae mantall, to Ae which all his woundes were hardyned, and 
<lave fall wiA his blode dried Aerto ; forwith the faui payne he foie 
down<f yn a fwonyng, and lb lay along on the ground more than a 
quarter of an owre. And then he revivid, and qwykynd ayanc, feyng 
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that ly vyng away fo fodcinly and rudely of that nnantcll Was to hym 
gretter paync than any other that [he] had I'uffini aibre. And after 
thb, for the more.grefc and forow to^ hyme, duy boweld his Tonne 
aU quykc, and quarterd hym afor his mik, and4re«/» owt his hart of 
his body: the* which liartc Icpc thn& .mojr^ than a fptc of heghte, 
after hit was drawen owtc of his body:i, ^^\^ A^mblabla wife the hang- 
mane droughe owte all h)s bowell^H ^ -^liwurte^ and many 
other moo after hymc,: ; , 

Bot the laft of all Thomas HaUe was hedidj for as; hit w» knawen 
and veraly wift by proof he was the^ pryncfp^ and ^ ^m^ll caufe of 
the Kyngcs deth. The fayd Cha^n|bul; ,ha^ the^ftftng^ hart of all 
the other, he wyer repentid Kyngp deth. The hcdc 

of hym, and the right hand, llande fafte haiid at M|^urghe, undir tiic 
Erles hede of Athcccllcs. , : 

And thus endyn thes forofull ai^ pitous crMM|s and all mene 
faye that the unfacionable 50 veti|b was the of the 

Kynges dethe. Therfore.prynces fliuld take Ajwi.;:and drawe it to 
tliare memorie of Maiftre Johanes de Moigne couiil(Ul> tlius faid yn 
Frenche langage, 11 neft pat Jint .de fm paySf qt^ de Jen ptfle n'^ amz, 
the which is ttaismuche to mecnc, yn ourc Engleslhe tqnge, * A grctc 
prynce may have no more vice, he hynac to greye. thanne a varite. 
He nys no lord yn his Cuntre, that of his ntrae hath no lufe/ Lcve 
ye me, 

For wele may he be called a Lord, s 

Wham that his pcple love of record. , 

Merk this wclc I you befechc. 

Adicux. To God I you beteche. • , , 

And thus nowe here endethe this moft picevous .cronicle, of th’or-^ 
ribill dethe of the Kyng of Scottcs, tranflated oute of Latync 
into oure moders EngUsflie tong, bi youreTymple fiibgct John 
Shirley, in his lafte age, after his fymplc underftondyng, whichc 
he recommendethc to your fupportacione and correccion, as' 
that youre gentilncic vowchethc fafc for his excise, &c^ 
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N® XIV. Coronation Oath, and Oaths of fidelityk and homage,. 

1445*. MS. Harl. 4700. 

Forma JurameKti Regis fuis trihus ftatibus, &c, 

I SALL be lelc atnd trcw to Gdi and Haljr Kirk, and to the Thrc 
Eftatis of my realiti. And ilk citate kepe, defcnde, and governe, in 
thair awn fredomc and privilege, at my gudly power, dUlr the lawis 
and cuihi^is of ^ realm. The law, cuftume, and ftatutis of the 
realm, neyll^ tQfid||^nor to myhifs, without the conlent of die Thre 
Eftatis. And naoH^to wirk; na tile, tuiching the commoun proftit 
of the realm, butfUment of the Thre Eftatis. The law and fetuts, 
maid be my forbearis, keip and ufc in all punfts, at all my power, 
till all my ieigis .in all things, ik that thai repung nocht agane the 
faith. Sa help me God, and diis halydome, &:c. 

Forma fidelitat is prelatorum. 

I fall be lele and trew to you, my Liege Lord, Schir James King of 
Scottis. And fall nocht heir your icaith, nor fe it, but I fall lat it, at 
all my power, and warn you therof. Your confcll heil that ye fchaw 
me : The beft confale I can to gif to yow, quhen ye charge me in verbo 
Dei.. And als help me God, and ]]ialy ewangelis &c. 

Juramentum Baronumy et ifforum bomagii juramentum. 

I B. becumis your man as my King, in land, lif, licht, and lyni, 
and warldlis honour, fewtie, and lawtie, aganis all that leif and dee may ; 
your confale celand that ye fchaw to me. The beft confale gevand, 
geif ye charge me. Your fcaith nor diftionour to heir, nor fe, bot I 
fall lat it, at all my gudlic power, and warn yoty therof. Sa help 
me God &c. 


Forma fidelitatis Juramenti Regl. 

I fall be lele and trcw to yow, my Liege Lord, Schir James King- 
of Scotland. I fall nother heir your fcaith, nor fe it, bot I fall lat it 
at my power, and warn you -therof. Your confeU fchewin to me I fall 
conceiue. The beft confall I can I fall gif yow, quhen ye charge me 
therwith. Sa help me God &c. 

* Seepage 160 of this volume. In the ms* of our old laws here quoted thefe 
curious forms occur juft before the Schip Lawis. 

Thir 
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Thir foirfaid aithis wes maid in the parliament begunnyng at Perth, 
the xiiij day of Junij, the yer 8cc. xlv, and continewit to Edinburgh, 
as cftir followis. Thair wes gevin dome apoun the King’s rebelloris. 
Schir James Stewart knycht wes l^uchfuUy fummond to compcir befor 
our foveran lord the King, and his parliament, for cryme coniniittit 
till his Majeftic, and for rebellioun: quhilk fummonds lauchfully 
previt, and he divers tymis callit, and nocht comperit. The parlia- 
ment has decretit and detcrmynit that all and findiy movable guds, 
lands, and pofleffiouns, pcrtening to him, ar the King’s efchet, Icfs 
than he be cum within yeir and day, and underga the law, and that 
wes gevin ^ dome *, &c. 


* Follow the oaths of baillies, and burnfles, of fidelity to the kii^, and to the 
interefts of the town, &c. The clofe of the baillie’s is, “ Sa help me God. and myn 
awn hand, and this halidome, and all halydomes, and all jhat God maid on vi days, 
and vii nychts, under erd and abone.” 
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N"* XV. Ordinances of War^ iffued by William earl of Douglas 
/« 1448. Titus F. XIII, f. V. 39. 

The Statuts of Scotland to be obfcrved*in time of warr, &c. fett 
downe at Linclodane, by all the lords, freholders, and beft bor- 
derers of Scotland, Anno Domini 1448 5 by the comaundment of 
Earle William of Duglafle, which were ufed in the rime of black 
Archibald of Diiglas, and Arclubald his Ibnne. 

Earle William of DuglalTe caufed all the lards and borderers to 
fwere, that they ihoid obferve and keepe &c. the ftatuts enriiinge. 

Karle William of Duglafle, the lords, and eldeft borderers, made 
certane oflences treafon &c. which were nocht treafon before. 

No manner of perfon (hall entercomon with any Englifhe man or 
woman, cither in England or Scotland, nor with anie prifoner that 
lhall enter’ into Scotland, without fpeciall licence of the Warden, or 
his deputie. 

W'^hen anc hofl entereth into Scotland*, yf anie for coveteoufnes 
depart from the hoft, the goodes that he getteth lhall be to the go- 
vernour, or devided amongft the cornplaynees ; and himfelf to be ufed 
as a traitor. 

Yf anie doe departe from his lord or maiftcr, in his outgoying or 
home comyng, lhall be deemed a traitour. 

Noe perfon lhall fteale, or forrey, witlioiit direftion of the chief- 
talne, nor Ipeake with anie Englilhman without leave of the governour 
of the hoft, under paine of treafon. 

When the hoft alighteth, yf anie contrarie to comaundement re- 
maine on horleback, this oflFcnce is treafon ; and the goodes which 
fuch offendours gett, or prifoners which tliey tak, the two parts lhall 
be his maifters, and the third the governour’s of the hoft. 

The hinderors of ordering the hofte, and difobcdience to the officers 
appointed for that purpofc, {ftc) -f 
After that the Scotts intend an invafion into England, or the Englilh- 
men into Scotland, whofoever lett his prifoner palTe out of Scotland to 
goe home into England, lhal be deemed a traitour. 

In anie chace yf anc tak his fellowe’s horfc, and cither purfuc 
wherbie he takes prifoners or other goodes, the owner of that horfe 
lhall have the moytic : which horfe yf the taker bring him not back, 
and tye him to the ftak where he found him, yt is trcalbn, ether 

* Sic. England. , f Treafon. us. Harl. 4700. 

fee 
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fct yf aflbne as he comes home, he proclame not that hoHe att the 
market crofle, and deliver him to the Iheriff or fteward of that place, 
it is treafon. 

Whofbever after he be once in the departe, and abideth not 
the uttermoft, his goods are forfeited, and he Ihsut be deemed a traitor. 

Whofoever receaveth a prifoncr’s horie, or other goodes from anic, 
after it be known to appertene to him, ih^ reftoft dieni ag»ne, and be 
reputed a traitour. . , . ' 

Yf anie tnutpr be apprehendei^ .^aAd fraudiilendie enlarged, this 
offence is jtrci^ } but p he be broi^ht to the Warden, the bringer 
of him Ihailpbe rewarded with v libf.v: 

* Not to fwell th« appen^x naaeetflarily. ^ old given ; the ordinances 

at laive, dated Lindudm tk Dec., 1448^ may be found, in the ba^. of the Scotilh Laws, 
MS. flail. 470Q. ’ . - - 


479 . 


N'XVT. 





. Extra 3 s from the ChamberlaifC s RdU^ anm 144.9. 
Regifler Office, Ed'ulburgh* , 

Note. Part of this Roll alfo i^ lo^. 

COMPOTUM Patricii Lawmondfoun, Coronatoris de CowclJ, et 
Reccptoris iirmaruAi terraruffl Domini Regis, infra Dominium de 
Cowell, Reddit. apud Liidithgw, die ultimo menfis Jimii, Anno Dhi, 
See. quadragefimo nono, de omnibus Receptis fuis et expenfis, pci* 
firmu et exitus di^rum terrarum Domini Regis, didbi Doniinii ; a 
die vicefimo nono menfis Augufti Anni Dni, &c. quadragefinii Odavi, 

iifque in diem hujus Compoti. 

^ . 

Idem Compotans onerat fe inprimis de Iv f. v d. ob. pro Arierag ; 
ukiAii Compoti, fui, ut patet in pedc ejufdem. 

Summa Arierag : patet. 

It<fm> Idem Compotans onerat fe de xviii. li. de firmis terre de Dun- 
nune de duobus terminis infra hoc Compotum. Et de xiii. li. vi f. viii 
d. de firmis %ipie partis terre de Glenrowell, de di^is duobus terminis 
infra hoc Corajpotfun. 

Summa hujus Oneris xxxi li. vi f. viii d. 

Item, Idem onerat, le de xliiii Martis pro firmis duarum partium difte 
terre de Glenrowell, de difbis duobus terminis hujus Compoti. 

Summa hujus oneris patet. 

Item, idem onerat fe de xxxi li. iiii f. iii d. de firmis terrarum quon- 
dam Duncani Lawmondfoun, tarn in proprictate quam in tenandia, in 
manibus regis* extften. rationc warde, per mortem quondam didi Dun> 
cani, de duobus aiuiis hujus Compoti. £t de iiii f iiii d. de firmis 
terre de CoUart, : in manibus Regis cxiftentibus rationc warde, per 
mortem quondam Gilberti de Galbtaith de termino pentecoftes ultimo 
prctcrito. » 

Summa hujus oneris xxxiii li. xvii f. vii d, Summa tot: one- 
racionis preter arierag : Ixv li. iiii f. iii d. xliiii martis. 

Summa tot: oneracioms cum arierag: Ixvii li. xix f. viii d. 
ob. xliiii Marts. 

Et 
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Et non oncrat fc dc aliquibus aliis wardis, rclcviis, maritagiis, finibus, 
aut Elchactis ; nec de Curiarum Suaruin cxitibus, quia nichil plus accidit 
per tempus Compoti uc alTcrit Compotans in fuo juramento. 

Expen: Ejufdem. In primis alloc. Compotans per rcccptionem 
Roberti de Calentarc p'ro Cuftodia tihris de Dunnune, dc anno Compoti 
xviii li. Et per recepdoncm ejufdem Roberti de Calentar dc firmis 
tcrcic partis terre dc Glcndrewel, de duobus terminis hujus Compoti, in 
partem folucionis penfionis libi aflignat. pro cuftodia Caftri de Dunber- 
tane xiii li. vi f. viii d. de quibus omnibus diftus Robertus refpondebit. 

Et allocat : eidem dc firmis terrarum M'chorle Jacen. infra vie. dc 
Ergaile, qiie eft tenendia quondam Duncani Lawmondfoun, reeept. 
per viceconiitern dc Ergaile, dc duobus terminis hujus Compoti, exif- 
tent. in manibus Regis, rations warde, v li. vi f. viii d. pro quibus 
idem vicecomes refpondebit. 

Summa Expenfar. xxxvi It. xiii f. iiii d. Et fic reftat xxxi li. 
vi f. iiii d. ob. 

De qua Summa Compotans dicit fe fatisfecifle Roberto de Calen- 
tare fupra di<fto, in partem penfionis fibi debit, pro Cuftodia Caftri dc 
Diinbcrtane, fub pcriculo Compotantis, Iv f. v d. ob. de quibus idem 
Robertus reljiondebit. Et allocat Compotans per receptioncm ejufdem 
Roberti, de firmis terre de Collart, in manibus Regis exiftent. ratione 
warde, ut fupra, Iiii f. iiii d. pro quibus eciam idem Robertus rclpon- 
dedit. . Et alloc, eidem pei- folucionem faftam Roberto dc Levyng- 
ftoun, Compotorum Rotulatori, ad Expen. Domicilii, per rccepcio- 
nem clerici Regiftri, xxiiii li. xvii f. vii d. de quibus idem Rotulator re- 
Ipondebit. 

Summa hujus Alloc, xxx li. vi f. iiii d. ob. Et fic debet 
Compotans, dc claro, xx f. xliiii martas. 

COMPOTUM Nigelli Jacobi, Camerarii de Bute, et dc Arrane, 
reddit. Apud Linlithgw, nono die menfis Julii, Anno Dni, Ac. quadra- 
gefimo nono, de omnibus receptis fuis et expenf. per firmas et exitus 
terrarum Domini Regis de Bute, Arane, et dc Cumbray, a die pc- 
jjultimo menfis Augulti, Anni Dni, &c. quadragefimi Odavi, ufque 
in diem huju.s Compoti. Et fic de duobus terminis infra hoc Com- 
potum. 

Idem Compotans onerat fe, &c. &c. 

Expen. ejufdem. In p.nmis allocat Compotans per folucionem fac- 
tam duobus Capcllanis, celebran. in Caftro dc Bute, et in Capella 
Sanifte Brigide extra Caftrum, infeodatis ab Antique pcrcipicn. Annu- 

voL. I. Q.q q 
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atim dc firmis diftc Ini'ulc dc Bute, duodecim libras quinqiie folidos 
et quatuor denarios, inplenam Solucionem fcodorum fuorum de Anno 
Compoti, ut patct per literas didtonim Capcllanorum de recept. ontro-. 
fas fupcr Compotutn, xii li. v f. iiii d. Et Conftabiilario Caftri tie 
Bute, percipien. Annuatim de firmis fupra didlis, pro feodo fuo, 
quinque libras in plenam folucionem difti feodi fui, de Anno Compoti 
V IL Et janitori difti Caftri, percipien. Annuatim quadraginta foli- 
dos, pro feodo ftto, in plenam folucionem dicli fcoiii fui, dc Anno 
Compoti xl f. El Granitario dc Bute, pro feodo fuo dc Anno Compoti 
xl. f. Kt duobus Vigilibus, pro fcodis fuis per idem tcmpus, xiii f. 
iiii d. Et Cuftodi Infulc dc i.ittU Cum ray, pro feodo fuo per idem 
tempus, XX f. Et Camcrario de Bute et Arane, pro feodo I'uo per idem 
tcmpus, vii li. Et Janitori, Granitario, duobus Vigilibus et Cuftodi 
dc Litil Cumray fupratlidis, percipien. Annuatim quinque Ccldr, fa- 
rine Avenaticc prec. Celdr. xxii f. in plenam Solucionem diiorum ter- 
minorum Compoti viii li. Et alloc, eidem, de firmis terre de Stow- 
logmor, et Donacione Regis fatfta Cliriftino Leche, ut patet per literas 
Regis fub Signeto direft. Compotan. ufquc ad contrarium mandatum 
duratur : Als oncrolas fuper Compotum de Anno Compoti iii li. vi f. 
viii d. Et per alloc, faftam hufbandis Infularum dc Bute et dc Arane, 
pro quadraginta Mailmartis receptis ab eifoem, de Annty, &c. quadra- 
gefimo nono, et liberat. Roberto de I..cvyngftoun, Compotorum Ro- 
tulatori, ad expenfas Domicilii Regis allocand. pro qualibet marta 
quinque folidos, x li. de quibus martis refpondebit. Et de firmis terre 
dc Barrone, Allocat. Johi Scot Curfori Diii Regis, in partem folucio- 
nis feodi fui, xvi f. viii d. Et eidem Johanni Scot, in Coniplemcn- 
tum feodi fui dc Anno Compoti, -xxiii f. iiii d. Et Eugenio Scot 
Curfori Regis, pro feodo fuo de Anno Compoti xl f. Et allocat. 
Compotan. pro Agitacione diflarum quadraginta Manarum de Bute et 
dc Arane ad le Torwood xx f. Et allocat eidem tie firmis terrarum dt 
Penycaftcl, Knokan, Rawneger, Correknokdow, Cranlchant, Knokan- 
kelly, et Glaftere, afiignat. Willmo Stewart, pro Cuftodia Caftri dc 
Braithwik, de Anno Compoti viii li. xvi f. viii cl. Et allocat Compo- 
tan. per folucionem faftam Roberto de Lt vyngiloun Compotorum 
Rotulatori, ad expenf. Domicilii liegis, ut patet per literas fuas de 
recept. onerofas fupcr Compotum xxxvi li. dc quibus relpondebit. Et 
allocat eidem per folucionem fadam Roberto dc 1-evyngftoune Com- 
potorum Rotulatori, ad expen. Domicilii Regis fupcr Compotum per 
rcceptionem Clcrici Rcgiftri xl li. dc quibus refpondebit. Et per folu- 
cioncm fadam Johi Stewart Vicecomiti de Bute, nunc defundto, pro 
feodo fuo in Officio Vicecomitis dc Bute, percipien. per Annum per 
Caitam Regis Robert! Secundi, pro tempore vite, Scxdecim libras 
trefdccim Solidos et quatuor denarius, in plenam folucionem feodi fui 
de Anno Compoti, Jacobo Stewart filio ejus primogenito fateh recept 
foper Compotum xvi li. xiii f. iiii d. Et per folucionem fitdam predido 
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quondam Johi Stewart, percipien. Atimiattm pro Guftodia C.iftn de 
ilothiay quadraginta libras, in plenam Ibluciorrm tlit^H ft'odi fui, de 
Anno Compoti, prclato jacobo faten. recept. fuper Compotum xl li." 
Et allorat cidein* de firmis tcrraram de l^che de Kanagill, duanim 
Couregithes, Pony reacli, Altgowloch, Macharmor, Achagallanc, er 
IMachirbcg, in Infula de Arane, ncco]>at. per Rtginaldum M‘Alex- 
andcr, dc Anno Compoti xiiii li. vi f. viii d. F,t alloc, cid. de (irmis 
predict, terrarum prcdiftar. ocaipat per diftum Reginald, quc non 
iiierunt fibi alloc, dc Anno, &c. quadragefimo Oftavo xl f. 

Siimma Expen. ii c. xiiii li. ii f. et Sic Reftat yil li. xi f. iiii d. 

Item, Idem Compotans de Ordeo onerat fc in primi-s, &"c. &c. 

E'.xpen. ejufdem. In primis alldcit. per liberacionem i'aftam Ro- 
berto de Calentare, Capitaneo Caftri de Dunbretanc, in undccim ccl- 
dris, et duabiis bollis ordei, fibi venditis et deliberatis, de mandato 
ComyKnorum Rotuktoris, faten. rhandatum fuper Compotum, de qu\~ 
bus didlus Robertus de Calentare dedit Compotum celdra fibi vendita 
j)ro quatuor libris xi celdr. ii boll, ordei. Et allocat Compotan. pro 
quatuor libris pecunie rccept. per Compotorum Rotulatorem pro una 
celdra ordei, i celdra ordei, pro quibus quatuor libris idem Rotulator 
refpondebit. Et pro ordeo Gtailume terre dc Scoiilogmor, remifs. 
per Regem Criftino lucche de Anno Compoti, v boll, ordei. Et 
Compotan. pro feodo fuo de ordeo utrulque Infule, fibi ut afierit An- 
nuatim per fuum juramentum debit, i celdr. viii boU. ordei. Et per 
remiflionem fadtam Johi .Scott Curlbri Regis, ex gratia et elcmofina 
ejufdem, de ordeo (iebito de terra quam habet ad firmam de Anno 
Compoti, 1 boll, i f. ordei. F.t allocat cidem de ordeo gralfume terre 
cie Cranfehaunt, et dc Knockankelle, vii boll ordei Wmo. Stewart. 
Er de ordeo debit, de terris quas occupat Rcginaldus M‘ Alexander, in 
Infula de Arane, qui nichil vuk Solvere Compotanti, vii boll, ordei. 

Summa Expenfar. &c. See. 

Item, idem Comyiotans de Male marts onerat fe iny^rimis de xxxvil 
martis, ii quartar. unius marte, pro Arrcrag. ultimi Compoti fui, &c. 

&'C. 

Exyienf. ejufdem. Inprimis alloc. Compotans per liberacionem fac- 
tam Roberto de Levingftoune Compotorum Rotulatori, ad ufus et 
exy)en. Domicilii Regis, faten. Recept. fuper Compotum xl. martes, 
fjro quibus refpondebit } et pro feodo Conftabularii Caftri de Bute de 
Anno Compoti, ii martes. Et Janitori Caftri de Bute, pro feodo fuo 
lie Anno Compoti, i mart. Et Camcrario de Bute pro feodo fuo dc 

Q,q q 2 Anno 
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Anno Compoti ii mart. Et dc terris afTignatis Willma Stewart dc 
Anno Compoti ii martes cum demid. marte. Et de terris quas habet 
Conftabularius Caftri, pro feoclo fuo de Anno prccedentc hoc Com- 
potum, in quo nunc fuit fibi Ailocat. i mart cum dimid. Et de Anno 
hujus Compoti i mart cum diraid, marte. Et ex elemofma Regis, et 
confidcrationc Auditorum, Johanni Scot Curfori Regis, de terra quam 
Itabct ad firmam i marta. Et dc martis debitis de terris quas occupat 
Reginaldus M' Alexander, in Infula de Aranc, iiii marts et i quart unius 
marte. 

Summa Expcnfanim Iv marte et hi quartar. unius marte. Et fic 
reftant xxxix marts et ii quartar. unius marte. 


COMPOTUM Johannis de Fiffe, Receptoris Reddituum et finnai um 
Domini noftri Regis, infra Vicecomitatus de Aberdenc et de Banff, reddit 
apud Linlithgw die vicefimo tcrcio menfis Julij, Anno Dni, &cc. qua- 
dragefimo nono, de omnibus Receptis fuis et .cxpenfis, per firmas, 
exitus et redditus terrarum Dni Regis infra didos Vicecomitatus, a 
decimo fexto die menfis Septembris, Anni Dni, &c. quadragefimi 
oftavi, ufquc in diem hujus Compoti. 

Idem Compotans onerat fe in primis de i c. lix li. viii f. ii d. ob. 
pro Arrerag. ultimi Compoti fui, cum quibus fummis fuit oneratus in 
ultimo Compoto fuo, in ^uo ncc expofuit, nec fc in aliquo exonera- 
vit, ut patet in pede didi Com|H)ti fui. 

Summa Arrerag. pater. 

Item, Idem onerat fc dc xx f. de firmis terre dc Kynnardy, rxifimt. 
in manibm Regis rationc warde, dempta tercia debit, fponfe quon- 
dam Gilberti dc Haia, et fecundis decimis debitis Domino Fpif- 
copo Aberdonen. de termino Beati Martini ultimo pretcrito. Et nunc 
dc terniino Pentecoftes ultimo preterito, qimd didi quondam Gilberti 
heres viz. Andreas de Haya rccuperavit fayfinam ante Pentecoft. Kt 
de xxxvi f. dc firmis terrie partis terre dc Rothybrilbane, que fuit 
Sponfe quondam Johannis Duncani in waida exillent. dempt. fecimda 
deciina debit Dno Epifeopo Aberdonen. de Anno hujus Compoti, 

Summa hujus oneracionis Ivi f. 

Et Memorand. quod terre dc Bochrum ct de Kyninmonde, jaccn. 
infra Vicecomitatuni de Banff, funt de proprictate Domini Rems, et 
quondam conccffc domino Willmo de Forbes, et nunc funt occupatr 
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per Dominum Comitem de Huntlc. Super quibus corifalcndiised Rex. 

Et terre dc Abiiyheldy, que funt de proprietate Regis, infra Viccco- 
mitatum de Aberdenc, ct jacent in Stradee, et occupat. per diftum 
Comitem. Et quod terre de Blarefchenoch valent annmtim Deccm 
libras. Et unus Annuus Redditus mitnqua^nta trium folidorum et 
quatuor denariorum, in Culane, funt dc propnfctate Rt^is, infra \'ice- 
comitatum dc Banff,* per Efchactam quondam Dni Willmi ilc Linde- 
fay, ct conccduntur Johi dc Alloway. “ 

Summa totalis oncracionis, i c. Ixii li. iiii f. ii d. ob. cum 
Arreragiis. 


Expenfe ejuldem. Inprimis allocat Compotans per rernifTionem 
fadtam per Regem Willmo dc Setoun, de Relevio tcrraruni de Aid - 
mcldrum, debit, per Saifinam datam Sponfe didli Willmi, xiii li. vi f. 
viii d. Et i>er remilTionem fadam per Regem Domino Akxandro 
Comiti de Crawfurde, dc relevio terrarum fuarum de Tulybrothocli, 
et de Tulynahilt ix li. Et per Iblilcioncm fadam Roberto de Levyng- 
ftounc Compotorum Rotulatori, ad expen. Domicilii Regis, per Rc- 
ceptionem Clerici Regillri fuper Conipotum, xxyl li. xiiii f. iiii d. de 
qiiibus refpondebit. Et allocat eidem pro ftc'undis Dccimis quadra- 
ginta librarum dc fribus partibus relcvii terrarum.de Aldmeldrum pre- 
feript. debit. Dno Epifeopo Aberdortcn. iiii li. Et de duabus marcis, 
pro qiiarta parte relcvii tlidarum terranim dc Aldmcldrum,,fatisfaciet 
Domino Epifeopo Willmus de Setoub, ct eju^ ^tibiifa.'^ Et'aJIocat. 
Compotans |)ro fecundis Dccimis dCbitis Domfno Epifeopo Aberdob'. 
de relevio fei rariim de Uldny, pCr Saifinam Dat^ Regin^do de XJldny, 
xxvi f. viii d. 

Surnma Expenfarum liiii li. vi f. viii d. Et fic reftat i c. 
vii li. xvii f. vi d. obi 
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N“ XVII. Letifr James II to Charles Vtl of France, 8 July, 

;■ ' "■ . ■; hss- 

Luc® D'Achciy five CoUeAio Vetcrum aliquot Scripto- 

rum, &c. Eoiop nova i Pe la Barre. Paris lyaj, fol. Vol. III. 
p. 8oi *. _ ,, . ' 

Jacobi Scoti® Re^s ad Cardum VII Regem Francorum. 

CHRISTIANiSSiMO et excellentiffimo Principl, Carolo Dei gra- 
tia Francorum illuftriffimo Rem, fhilri, ct confeederato noftro aman- 
tiflimo, Jacobus eadem ^tia kcx Scotorum, cum recommendationc 
ac dilcdlione votivis, fcliciter triumphare. ChriftianiiTime Princeps, 
fratcT et confoederate amantifilme, 'Ambafliatam noftram ad veftrse 
Majeftatis pr^Adam huperrime deftinatam, Reverendum viilelicet in 
Chrifto pattern Thoraam Epifcopum Candid® Cafe, joannem domi- 
num Linidei&y de Byda, noftrtim conlahguincum, et Joannem Arons 
Archidiacomim Gliidguenfem, decretorum doftorem, noftros Confilia- 
rios intime confiibS| cum fuis litteris credentiis, et sdiis ex parte noltra 
commifli^) ad eandem veftram Majeftatem credimus pervenifTe ; ac 
ipfam de noftra pTO^ritate, et Regni noftri ftatu, potiflime vero de 
rebellionc JacOmdim Comitls de Douglas, liiorumque fratrum et com- 
plicium,' deque ipforum nefandiflimis.proditionibus ct confpirationibns, 
contra noftram Majeftatem ; de iis faltem, qu® ante ipforum ambaxia- 
torum receflum, per eoidem proditorcs gefta fuere, ad plenum infor- 
mafle. Verum quia Veftram Chriftianiflimam Majeftatem de noftris 
volivis fucceflibus fethper audire, ct certiorari avidam fore cognofcimu.s, 
pra-fati jacobi, fuorumquc fratrum et complicium, finiftros eventus 
noviflime rccurrentes, prefonti feripto duximus cxplicandos. 

Dum enitn praefati confpiratores in fuis maleficiis, induratis animis, 
perfeverareht, nos ad caftrum de Abcrcorne, quod didto J acobo per- 
tinebat, refpicientes, attendentes etiam quod illud nobis verifimiliter 
magis nocerc poterat, pro co quod Regni noftri pomerio de facile refifti 
poterat, idcirco illuc cum noftro exercitu, in hebdomada Pafchali, 
perfonalitcr nos contulimus j ibidemque fixis tentoriis obfidionem fir- 
mavimus, ct ab eodem non rcceflimus, donee infra unius menfis fpa- 
tium, turribus ejufdem caftti per circuitum ex continue machinarum 
iftu collapfis, per iniidtus, fcalas, et arma bcllica, muros ipfius poten- 
ttr afeendimus ; ipfiufque adveriariis rcfiftcre minime valentibus, cc- 


' • Apparently from the French archives. 
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pirrius, cr ad terram fundittis proftemi fecimus. Prindpales vcro 
belles, quiineodem cafhx) invent! fuerunt, poena fu^ndiijulliHcavi' 
mus j cjetcris vcro minoribus, qui noilram miiericordiam inriplorabant, 
vitam gratiolc conceflimus. ... f 

Pnelatus vcro Jacobus, nobis circa dtiEbi cafbri obfidioncm occupatis, 
videns fc auxilio ec aflillcntia fubditbrum noftrorum^fidelium deftitu- 
tum, infra limites regni noftri expedare non audens> jiwi p^s Angliar, 
quatuor quinque pcrfonis aflbciatu^, fc contiiHt tribys . fratribus fuis 
Archimbaldo videlicet Comitc Moravix, Hugone Comite de Or- 
monde, ct Joanne dc Douglas dc Balvany jimiore, in frontcriis Mar- 
chiarum noftrarum verfus Angliam, in partibus videlicet dc Ofdaile, 
poft fe jrclidis : qui dum in eifdem partibus depnedationes et homi- 
cidia in noftros fidelcs cxcrccrent, nobiles et bdeles noftri ejt^dem 
patrine, in marchis et frontcriis r^ni noftrt commorantes,. contra eof- 
dem infurrcxcrunt, et ipfos virilitcr inlequentes af^rehcndcrunt. Sic- 
que primo (Jie menfis MaiJ ultimo prmteriti, imto iethali ceoliiftu, 
prsefati confpiratores terga lunt dare coadb: iibt praefatus Comes Mo- 
ravia cecidit mortuus,. cujus caput abreiflum ftatim nobisy in didla ob- 
fidione caftri de Abercorne cxiftentibus, per noftros -fideles eft tranf- 
miffum. Dldus vero Comes dc Ormondcj ibidem captus, et ad nos 
deftinatus, poena capital! extat condemnatus. Tertius veto fratcr ad 
partes Angli® fe retraxit. 

Qisibiis fie fcliciter expeditis, caftrum dc Douglas, prn-fiiti Jacobi 
principale, et caftrum de Strathavanc, exteraque prafati JaccJri for- 
ralitia, per inliabitantes, qui noftram miftricordiam implorabant, liubis 
liint redditaj et folo coxquata, excepto dumtaxat callro de .Trefc*, 
])er noftros fideles impnefentiarum obfclToi quod Domino concedente 
in brevi obtinere fperamus. 

Sic igitur, divina difjjonente dementia, rebus prolpere fuccedentibus. 
Regno noftro, abfque quacumquc Baronum aut fubditorum noftrorum 
rebellione, fcliciter prefidcmiis; prxfiitis conlpiratoribus extindis 
penirus, et exjiulfis. Ha:c omnia feribimus ad veftra; Majeftatis 
gaudium fingularc ; quia quemadraodum nos veftrae Majeftatis hono- 
rem, et comniodum, libenter ampledimur, fic camdem veftram Ma-> 
jeftatem vice mutua diligere nos, ct noftra, minime dubitamus. 

infuper V. Chrillianinimx Majcftati innotefeimus, .qialiter per non- 
nullos fideles noftros in frontcriis marchiarum noftrarum contra Angli- 
cos commorantes, (qui notitiarn , oppidi noftri Bcrlbitsf, .per eolUcin 
Anglicos a longo tempore injuriole detenti, optime .-habere nofeuntur,) 
fuerimus inrbrmati, quod fi cum cxcrcltu noftro, fubicb et cx jnopinato, 
illuc accedcremus, ipfum oppidum abfque difficultate capere potuifte- 

* Trcfc. On the Dee Galloway. For the Aft* of P.irHament, 141:5, h.tvc mified 
the author, p. 231. t-rofe, or Cardonncl, maybe confuUcd tor the mins »{ 7 / ei/ 
calilc. t Berwik. 


mus. 



imi8. Dut^ue circa hujut rei exequutioncm noHram providcnttam 
faceremus, accidk quod qmdam AngUcus, qui in regnum nollrum ve* 
ncrat Tub ftoftro fidvo coaduftu, ct qui facramento magno adftridhjs 
crat quod non-t^edcrct Gnc nqftra licenda pedta et obtenta, quaindam 
etiam srefumpdoncm feu rufpicationeni h^ns dc noflro propodto 
antediao, fubito ad partes Anglise ic contulit^ a noftrum proporuum 
praefatis Anglicis patefecic. Sicque jTa^^uin eft quod cum ad prsefa- 
tum oppidum cum exercku noftro copofo venimus, f^antM Anglicos 
de nolcro advcntu onifHab iuifte tnfcios, ' reperimus ibidem inimicos in 
armatonun numero copioro» tanyier terram quam per mare, ad ejiif- 
dem oppidi defenftonem conflualftc. Propter quod noftrum propofitum 
ilia vice ad efte<fttiin peiducere commode nun poteramus: (cd ifto 
nonobftante, Divina favente dementia, cum adjutorio etiam veftra: 
ChriftianiiTinias Majeftatis, proponitnus brevi prasfatum oppidum cum 
tali ac tanta proviftone expugnare, quod ininucis prxdidis noins rt- 
fiftendi non erit plena Acultas. 

Super qua materia^ et alits noftrum bonorem et commodum intime 
concernentibus, or^avimus dikdum noftrum Herraldum RothiHay, 
latorem praefenttum, tioftea intentione plene iidfarudum •, cui ac etiam 
aliis Amlnixiatoribus ndbris tranfmUfis, ftdem indubiam, et expeditio* 
nem celerem et grauofam, aqjbibetecHgnetur veftra ChriftianilTima Ma- 
jeftas, fratemitafque cariflima memorata ; quam omnium Regum 
Princeps dirigat atquc regat. Scriptum Camburg *. VIII. Julij. 

^ Edinburg. 
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N* XVIII. Forfeiture of jhe Douglefes-t 1455. Ms. Adv. Lib. 

A. 4. 7 ♦. 

COMITKS, magnates, Barones Conut^iim, et Buigo- 

rum CommilTarii, in Parliamcnto apud Burg^ de Edinburgh tehto, 
et inchoato nono die Menlis Junti, Anira Domini MUferirao qua.^ 
dringentefimo qulnqua^fimo quinto, univerfis et fingtdis ad Quo- 
rum notitias prefentcs Titcra pcrvcncriht, Odutem in omnium Salva- 
tore. Veftrx univerfitati Notum facimtis, quod excolentiflSmus prin* 
eeps Dominus nbfter, Dominus Jarobut Rex Scottorum illuftrifllmus, 
decimo die Menlis et anni predim, Cqram nobis in p'retorio Burp;i de 
Edr. in parliamcnto prefato, prefentari et petiep fecit qi^fdam literas 
Summonitionis Capelle Regie, Tub ligilio oBicii Canci^arie diAi S. D. 
N. Regis, Sigillatas fuiHcienter, et legittime indorfetas^jacobo de;Li- 
vingdoime Vicecomiti de Lanark in ea parte diredas, et fuo etiam ligilio 
in teflimonium executionis earund. fijpllat. pro Sununonitione Jacobi 
Dowglas, oliin Comitis de Dow^as^ &c« emaiutas^ Poll: quarum 
literarum, et earund. indorfationis lefbaram, diftus Jacobus de Doug- 
las, virtiite diftariim literarum legittime et peremptorie Summonitua 
fuit, ut luculcnter apparebat per produdbionem quatuor teftium, viz. 
Lyon herald armorum Regis, Roberti de Broyfe, Henrici de Living- 
ftoiine, et Roberti de Dalyell, prodddlorum per difturo Jacobum 
I.ivingftounc, et magno intervenientc facramento aflerentium iplbs 
prefentcs fuille, vicefimo quarto die menlis Aprilis, anno predifto cum 
Jacobus de Livingftoune executionem debitam diitarum Literarum 
iiimmonitionis Capelle Regie fecit apud Dowglas, Strathaven, et 
Crucem burgi de Lanark. 

Cum vero, difta probatione rite et lecittlme fefta, diftus Jacobus 
de Dowglas, fepe Vocatus ad Comparend. perfonalitcr coram di(5lo S. 
D. N. Rege, fuifquc Regni Statibiis, difto decimo die Junii in Par- 
liamento, et ad Relpondend. di<5to S. D. N. Regi pro proditoriis mu- 
nitionibus et fortificationibus turrium &c fortaliciarumde Treve, Dowg- 
las, Strathaven, et Abcrcorne ; et pro proditoriis legiis et Confedcra- 
tionibus, per ipfum Jacobum etiam faftis cum Anglicis, in Corone 
Regie lefionem ; et pro difta confpiratione proditoria, & infurreftione 
cum multitudine armatorum gentium, hoftiliter et per modum guerre, 
prope burgum dc Lanark, contra Regem. Et pro ejuld. Jacobi 
prodiftoriis auxiliis, manutenentise JuiJidens alTiilentiis & fupportationi- 

• A collc^lion by Sh* Lewis Stuart in the time of Charles I. This copy mull have 
been taken by a very incorrcA fcribc. t Procuratorcs : 
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bus, prcflitis ct aclhlbitis fuls fratribus, ct corum complic ibus, in co- 
dum prodidoriis Rcbcllionibus, &c. per ipfbs fadlis ; et pro rapiis per 
ipfuin fadtis de grangia Henrici Dni. Abernctlii, Julliciarii Dni Regis, 
ct pro difti Jacobi auxilio ct I'upportatiojie f'adt. Roberto de Douglas, 
in exhereditatione Regis, ct luccefforum fuorum, in quantum in ipfo 
Jacobo extitat, de terris de Strabrok, jure ct hcreditarie fpedtantibus : 
et pro incendiis ct * * f>er ipfum Jacobum fadtis luper 

Grangia dc Coliden, ct pro arte et parte incendiorum burgi de Dal- 
keith, ct rapinarum Bonorum Inhabitantium didtum burgum ; ct pro 
quam pluribus proditoriis Rcbcllionibus, Criminibiis, et tranfgrcflioni- 
bus, per didlum Jacobum contra Dominum noftrum Regem j er 
fiipra fuis legiis et Jubditis in Domini noftri Regis opprobrium et con- 
temptum, ac fuorum Icgiorum damnum immodicum, et gravamen, 
CommilT. ct perpetrat. 

Quum quidem Jacobus fepe vocatus non Comparuit, deinde Lance- 
lotus de Abcrncthic, prolocutor didli Domini noftri Regis, ad proband, 
ct Clare deliberand. didlum Jacobum de Douglas Commififle et per- 
petratVe prcdidlas tradkiones in diverfis tranfgrclTionibus predidlis per 
ipfum Jacobum perpetrat. produxit quam plures rationes, allcgationcs, 
adla ct ftatuta Parliamentorum, et Jura Communia tarn Canonica quam 
Civilia in feriptis redadla. Quibus auditis ct intellcdlis, poft longam 
Communicationem inter nos habitam, Comperimus didum Jacobum 
prodidloriam Commiflifle traditionem, in omnibus articulis preceden- 
tibus prodidloriam traditionem tangen. juxta Adla et Statuta Parliamen- 
torum, ac jura communia Canonica ct Civilia : ac etiam ipfum Jacobum 
de Douglas Criminofum et reum in omnibus aliis tranfgrclTionibus an- 
tedidlis. 

Tunc vero, remotis omnibus ct fingulis dominis Prelatis didli par- 
liamenti, ac ceteris Clcricis infra facros ordinis Conftitutis quibulcun- 
que, datum fuit pro judicio, per os David Dempfter dc Carraldftonc, 
Juilicatorem Curie parliamenti, quod didlus Jacobus dc Dowglas pro 
didlis fuis proditoriis Criminibus per ipfum perpetrat. forisfecit et 
pcipetuo ct vitam, et a fe et ab ejus heredibus fuas terras, redtlitus et 
pollelfioncs, fuperioritates, ct olHcia, cum pertinentiis ; ct omnia 
bona fua, mobilia ct immobilia, ad ufum et utilitatem Domini noftri 
Regis fuorum fucceftbrum ct aftignatorum hcreditarie pro perpetuo 
applicand. 

Poftca vero de mandate Regis * • * * • didlo * * 

proprio pretata Beatrix probatam Icgitimam Executionem earund. 
dare approban. ad oftend. Domino noftro Regi Proditoriam munitio- 
ncm, ct fortificationem, Caftrorum de Abcrcorne, Dowglas, et Srra- 
thaven j et pro proditoria impofitione Rcbcllium Regis in did. Caftro 
dc Abcrcorne, et pro arte et parte incendior. Villarum de Kiqcavill, 
Bonytoune, ct Warneftoune, ac arte ct parte Rapinarum ct depreda- 

tionum 
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rionum bonorum tencntium diftarum ttrrarum ; et pro fuis proditoriis 
confiliisauxiliis et rupportationibus quam maximis [per eandem] Bcatri- 
cein adhibitis fuis filiis, Jacobo, Archibaldo, Hugoni, ct Joanni de 
Dowglas, et eorum complicibus, in comm proditoriis criminibus, ct 
tranrgreflionibus pcrpetrat. tarn in contraifbibus ct Itgiis proditoric cum 
Anglicis, quam in aliis proditdriis a£tionibu$ per iplos pcrpetrat. Prc<- 
di£bque Beatrice fepe' vocata, et non comparente> auditis igitur et 
deciaratis ex ordinc nobis predi'ftis criminibus> et aliis quam pluribus 
maleficiis, per ipfam perpetratis, comperimus ipfam CommiffilTe pro- 
ditoriam traditionem • * pro prediras criminibus malefi- 

ciis et tran^eflionibus, per diftam Beatricem, ut premitritur, Contra 
Regiam Majcftatem * * perpetratis, ipfam ream * * 

* * * ac vitam j terrarum, pofTcflionum, et bonomm, ct fuo- 

rum omnium madiijft* forisfalturam. Per os didti Judicatoris Curie 
Parliamenti datum hiit pro Judicio, quod difla Beatrix jpro fuis prodi- 
toriis, ct notoriis criminibus per ipfam perpetratis, forisfecit vitam, et- 
a fe et heredibus fuis, .terras, annuos reditus, et pofU^diones, fuperiori- 
tates, et officia, ac omnia bona fua mobilia et immobilia di£to Do- 
mino Regi, fuifque fucceflbribus aflignatis, et hereditarie pro per- 
petuo appiicand. et fic dictum fuit pro Judicio. 

IndiSione veto poll hoc difto, duodecimo JUnii, deciarar. fuit etiam 
quod Archibaldus, pretenfus Comes Moravic, Commifliflet prodito- 
riam traditionem, in munitione et fortificatione CaftrOmm’ dc jLochin- 
dore, et Taman, contra Regem et l^es, ct Statuta Regni, ct dift. 
et fad. ct quod Commiflifiet proditoriara traditidnem, pro fufe piodi- ' 
toriis afljftentiis fupra didis. Per os didi Judicatoris Curie Pariia- 
menti datum fuit pro judicio quod omnes et fingule terre, reditus, 
polTeffiones, fuperioritates, et officia, et bona mobilia et immobilia, 
di^ti Archibaldi de Douglas, dc jure [eflent] didi S. D. N. Regis,' 
tanquam fua r.fchaeta \ et cum ipfo S. D. N. Rege fuifque fucceflb- 
ribus ct aflignatis, remanere debent pro perpetuo. Et fic datum fuit 
pro judicio per didum David Judicatorem Curie Parliamenti. 

Incontinen. vero Joannes dc Douglas de Balvcnne, filter germanus ‘ 
didi Jacobi dc Douglas, oftenfis et intelledis literis fummonitionis 
ejufd. legitime executis, ct debita Exccudonc carund. fada ct probata, 
per teftes predidos, et alios fide dignos, Vocatus fiiit ad Comparend. 
coram Domino N. Rege et nobis, dido duodecimo die Junii. Summo- 
nitus fuit ad Comparend. dido die ad refpondend. fuper criminibus, ct 
fingulis proditoriis tranfgreflionibus infra feript. viz. pro prodita muni- 
tione Caftri de Abercorne, et pro proditoriis ligis ct confederationibus 
per ipfum joannem fadis cum Anglicis ; pro proditoriis ligis, crimi- 
nibus, fupportationibus preftitis et adhibitis Jacobo de Douglas, et 

• fubliilc* 
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fiiis fratribus, ct comm proditoriis ct notoriis Rebcllionibiis per ipfos 
perpetratis. Qiio Joanne fepe vocato ct non coniparcntc, Auditis 
teftitkationibus Coronc ac * * * * * tranf- 

greffionibus, prodiftoriam tratUcioncin : ct ipfum Jo^nem etiatn rcum 
ft criminofuii) effe, ct fuifle, in certis cnminalibus adkionibns pre- 
diftis, pfrdi^flum Joannem dc DouglaS perpetratis, Vitae, terrarum 
fuanini, rcd(!ituum ct poflcfllonum, ac bonorum mobilium ct immo- 
biliurn “JudicaJfe * forisfa^hiram.. Et ip’fas terras, pofltffiones, ct om- 
jiia mobilia c i immobilia, difto domino noftro Regi, luifquc lucccflb- 
ribus ct alTignatis, hcrcditaric pro perpetuo appropriari debere. Ideo 
remotis CIcricis, prehtis, ut premittitur, per os didi Judicatoris Curie 
Parliaincnti datum fuit pro judicio, quod diftus Joannes Douglas dc Hal- 
ve nit- forisfccit Vitam, ct a le ct fuis hajrcdibus fuas terras, fuperioritates 
et officia, redditus et poiTenioncs, ac omnu bona mobilia et immobilia 
didto Domino noftro Reg^, fuifque hteredibus et fuccciroribus, et 
aflignatis, pro perpetuo appropriand. 

In quorum omnium et ftngulorum ftdem et teftimonium premifibrum 
figilla noftra [appofuimus.] JoannLs Comitis Atholic. Georgii An- 
gulie Comitis. Malefii Comitis dc Mcntcith. Willmi Comitis dc 
Errol Conftabularii Scotie. Joannk domini Lome. Thoma: domini 
Erlkine. Colini domini Campbell. Patricii domini Grahame. Willmi 
domini Sommcrvclle. Alexamiri domini Montgomerie. Roberti domini 
Maxwell. Geormi domini Leflic. Patricii domini Glamis. Jacobi domini 
Hamcltun. Anurea; domini lie Gray. Roberti domini Boyd. Willmi. 
domini Borthwick. Una cum iigillis Jacobi dc * * Willmi 

Haig dc Colibre, procurator. Joannis Comitis Roflle, dominilnfula- 
rum : ct figillo Majori Joannis * . * * procuratoris Alexandri 

Comitis de Huntlie. Sigillum Communium burgen. dc Hadingtone, pro 
parte Commiflariorum Burgorum in diflo Parliamcnto, prefentibus 
I'unt appenfa. F.t ad plenariam premiflorum obedientiam, ligilla Rc- 
verendorum in Chrifto patrum, Jacobi, Thonw, Thomas, Roberti, et 
Georgii, San£li Andre®, Dunkelden. Roflen. Dunblane, ct Lefmoren. 
et Ecclcfi* Vencrabilium in Chrifto Patrium Willielmi Prioris Sanfti 
Andre®, et nonnullorum Abbatum, prefentibus funt appenfa. Apud 
Edr. dccimo die Mends Junii, Anno Dni Millcfimo, quandringcntc- 
ftmo, quinquagefimo quinto. 


• SubiifTc^ 



APPENDIX. 


N" XIX. An Account Charge and "Dif charge^ of John Btjhojt 
9 f Glafgowt Treafurcr to James 111 , for the Year 1474*. 

CHARGE. 

The compter’s charge for compofitions of charters, wards, marriages, 
efeheats, remiffions, &c. for this ycre, extends to 1^.3240:19 :9 
Scots. 


DISCHARGE. 

Expenfes for the King’s perfon. 

L. s. d. 

DcHverit to James Homyl, the 13th day of Auguft, 4 elne 
of Franche blake, for a fyde gowne to the King, fra Wat 
Bertram, price 42 s. the elne, the fum - - 880 

Item, To James Homel, to buy 10 elne of fiiftb, to lyne the 
famyn gowne, price 3 s. the elne, - - - 1100 

Item, to James Homel, to buy graith for the King’s vellum 

doublet, - - - - - - - 0100 

Item, To Andrew Balfour, an half elne of graith to lyne the 

King’s fhort gowne, - - - - 0120 

Fra the fimc, twa elne of quhite, to lyne twa pair of hols to 
the King, price elne twantie pennies, fum, - - 034 

Item, Fia the famyn, an cine of black, to eke furth (to 

widen) the lyning of the King’s gown, - - O 6 o 

item, Coft (bought) fra Will, of Carkcttel, be Androu Bal- 
foure, and deliverit to Rob. Sheves, for three farks (Ihirts) 
to the King, 3d Septembris, 10 elne and ane half of ItnaU 
(fine) holland cloth, price elne 13 s. 4d. fum, - / o o 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, 3d Septembris, and deli- 
verit to Rob. Sheves, 1 3 elne of fmall holland cloth, for 
three farks, and a curch (cap), price cine 12 s. fum, 7 16 o 
Item, Fra Thomas Brown, 4th Septembris, thre quarters of 

blew, for harnefling to the King's fadcllis, price 12 s. O 12 o 
Item, Fra the famyn, an elnq of quhite, for the famyn 
twantie penies, - - - - - -018 

• From Borthwick’s Remarkt on Britiih Antiquities, Edin. 1776, 8vo: the only 
curious article in the work. 

Item, 
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L. s. d. 

Item, Fra Tom. Crown, for the famine hamefling,’ an cine 

and a half of rede, price - - - - 090 

Item, Fra David Quiltitch’s wife, j unce of filk, for the 

famyne, price of the unce 5 s. - - - - 0150 

Item, Given to James Saddilar, for a faddil to the King’s 
trompis, coft be Androu Balfoure, fra the faidc James, 

price 45 s. - 250 

Item, Given to a fltynner, 7th Septeinbris, for a lyning of 
lam-lkinnics, coft be Androu Balfoure, to lyne a gownc of 
chamlot to the King, price 34 s. - - - 1140 

Item, Era Thom. M^colme, an cine and ane half of quhite, 

for fiitc fokks to the King, price elne as. - - 030 

Item, Fra David Quiteheid, be Androu Balfoure, 5 cine of 
braide clath, to turle the Kbg’s doublatts and his liofs, 
price of the elne .18 d. - - - - - 076 

Item, Given to Archibald of Edmonftounc, 1 ath Septernbris 

to buy a pair of fpurrs to the King, 4s. - - 040 

Item, To a child of the chalmer, 4 elne of braid clath for 

twa farks, price cine 3 s. - - - - - 0120 

Item, By the King’s command, 5 quarters of bukacy, for a 

doublatt to littilJ Bell, 10 s. - - - - oioo 

Item, For braid clath to the famyne, 18 d. - - 016 

Item, For a quarter of blak, to make a jakat to Bell, 8 s. o 8 o 
Item, For a quarter of fatyne, to bind Bell’s doublatt, 6 s. o 6 o 
Item, Be Androu Balfoure, 20 Oftobris, fra David Goldfmith, 

8 elne of (mall ribbons, (or the King, 2 s. - - 020 

Item, Be the faid Androu, 24 Odobris, fra Will of Kirketill, 

10 cine of canves, to mak Kikky and Bell a bed to lie on 
in the. King’s chalmer, price of the cine 1 6 s. fum - 0134 

Item, Fra Thome of Stanly, be the faid Androu, ane elne 
and ane half of blak, for 2 p«r of hofs to the King, price 
38 s. - - - - .. . _ - 2170 

Item, Fra John Malcolme, 2 cine of quhite, to lyne the 

King’s hofs, price elne 18 d. - - - - 030 

Item, Fra David Quhitcheid, 3 Decembris, 2 elne of val- 

loufs, for two tippatsto the King, price 55 s. - 5 10 , 0 

Item, Fra Thome of Yare, and deliverit to Archibald of 
Edmonftounc, 17 Decembris, 2 cine and ane half of val- 
loufs,^ for a fute mantik to the King„ price elne 45 s. fum 512 6 

Item, Fra Thome Cant, 24 beftes of grcce, to lyne a tippat 

to the King, price of the bell 13 d. fum - - 160 

Item, Fra Thome Cant, be Androu Balfoure, 20 Decembris, 
a bonct to the King, price 15 s. - - - o 15 o 

Item, 
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Item, For a hattis to the King, coft fra Kamies, price ao s. i o o 
Item, Given to Sandy Balftnire the fehevar, for certane clath 
fchorn be him to the King and the Quene, and the King’s 
lifter, and the heufmen, fra Pafchc to Yule, (that is, from 
Eafter to Chriftmas), - - - --aoo 

Item, Given to a fkynner, for the lyning of lam-Ikinnis, to 
the King’s jakat of fating, - - - 060 

Item, Given to James Homyll, 3 Januarius, to buy 3 elnc 

of gray, for lang fokks to the King, - - 050 

Item, Given to Will. Scheves, to pay for the fewingof the 

King’s farks, laid down by him before 3 Septembris, 01a o 
Item, for filk to the famyne, - - - 030 

Item, l^'ra I'homc of Stanley, half an cine of black Sating, 

to cover an orifone bukc to the King, - - 0134 

Item, For a hat to the King, tane by Johne of Murray at 
Yule, - - - - - 0120 

Item, h'ra ane elne and ane halfc of vcllouls, for a chefabell 

to the King’s clofat, price 45 s. - - 3 7 6 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, prime Martii, halfe ane elne 

of velloufs, to the King’s brigintynis, ^55. - 150 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, 4 pymis of gold, for the King’s 

knappis to the harnelllng, price of the pvrn, 12 s. fom 280 
Item, P'ra Will, of Rend, 16 elnc of Holland -clath, for larks 

to the King, price elne 10 s. - - - 800 

Item, Given to Robyne Huntar, 20 Junii, to buy a chymna 

to the King’s clofat, 18 s. - - - 0180 

Item, Fra Thome Cant, to the King on Pafche evin, a 

bonat, - - - - - 0160 

Item, For the King, 5 elne of ribbanis for his doublat, 034 
Item, Fra David Quhitcheid, for grene ginger, tane at divers 
tyme.s, be Kirkaldy and Will. Pringcll, at the command 
of W’ill. Schevas, fen the comptar’s laft compt to the 26th 
day of Julii laft, - - - - z 6 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, 6 elne of fmall braid clath, for 

covers to the King’s codbers, (pillows), price cine 4 s. fum 1 .4 o 
Item, F’ra David Malwyne, three elne and ane halfc of gray, 

for a clok to the King, price elne 10 s. fum - 1150 

Item, The 27th day of Julii, to a Flcmyng of Brugefs, for 
certane potigaries, coft to the King be Maillcr William 
Shevas, Archdene of Sand Androis, - - 12 7 o 

Item, Given Jame Broune fadillar, at the King’s command, 
the 26th Augufti, ane and ane halfc henry-noble of gold, 
to gilt a fmall harnefling to the King, - - 200 

lt;m> 
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L. s. d. 

Item, Given to a tailyour that inakf.s the King's hofs, for 
certanc lyning, making, and iither warkmanlhip, wrocht 
be him, as his bill bcirs, prefcntit to the comptar be An- 
drou Balfoure, 38 Augufti, - - - 4 13 6 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, 6 Octobris, 6 quarters of 
vellous, for covering of a fword and two tippats, price 
of the cine 3s. - - - - 4 10 o 

Item, A pyrn of gold, for a fkawburn to the famyn, o 10 o 

Item, Given to Androu Balfoure, a feeding of a noble, to 

gilt a chaip to the King’.s fword, - - 076 

Item, h'ra Johne of Yare, 13 Odtobris, ane elne of Ikarlett, 

for a })etticote to the King, - - - 3 10 a 

Item, The famyn tyme, fra Ifabell Williamfone, an quarter 
of rede crammafay vellous, for the covering of the litil 
bering fword, - - - - too 

Item, Fra Thome of Stanly, 16 elne of I'mall ribbanis, for 

the King’s doublat fleiffs, price the cine 3 d. him - 040 

Item, Fra Will, of Kerketill, 36 Odobris, 4 elne and ane 
halfe of fating, to lync a gownc of clath of gold to the 
King, the quhilk was gevin to the herald of Inglaiule, at 
the palling of the ambaflers, price elne 30 s. - 6150 

Item, Given to Rob. Raa, 4 Novernbris, lor certane gliifis 
colt to the King and Queen, as a bill beris, iublerivit 
■with the King’s hand, - - - 1100 

Item, Fra Will, of Kcrkettil, 8 Novernbris, ane cine ofhol- 

land-clath, for muchis (caps) to the King, 0 JO o 

Item, Given to Gely Brulbur, 20 Novernbris, for a bag, 

filk, gold, and werk diercof, to the King, - j o o 


Summa totalis, L. 118 18 6 


Things tanc for the Ouenis perfon. 


1^. s. d 

Imprimis, To CaKlwcll in here chalmei, ro pay for panmis 

and corks, - - - - - 012 c 

Item, To Androu Balfoure, 20 Augufti, for livery gownes 
to fex ladies of the Quenis chalmcr, at hen palling to 
Quhiteherenc, 3 i clntf of gray, fra David Gill, price of 
elne 10 s. * - - - - 10 10 c 

Item 
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L. s. d. 

Item, Fra Henry Caunt, a Augufti, anc elnc and anc halve 
of fatyne, for turrats to the Qucnc, price of the tine 
26 s. 8 d. - - - - - 200 

Item, Fra Thome Malcolmc, 26 Augufti, 28 elne of gray, 
to lyne the fex gownes, price elnc 14 d. fuin - 11:8 

Item, Fra Will, of Kcrkettil, the famyn tyme, 6 elnc of 

braid clath, to the famyn gownes, price cine 1 8 d. fum 090 
Item, Fra famyn man, the famyn tyme, 3 elnc and anc halve of 

blak, for a Hiding gowne to,the Qncne, price cine 36 s. fum 660 
Item, Fra the famyn, 3 elne of veloufs, for the collars and 

fleiffs of the gentill womans gownes, price elne 55 s. Him 850 
Item, Tlic famyn tyme, fra the faide Williame, 3 elnc and 
ane halve of velloufs, for tlie Quenis gowne, price cine 
55 s. fum - - - - - 9126 

Item, Gevin to a (kynner of Strivclingc, for a dufane of. 

gluffs to the Quene, - - - -060 

Item, Be Androu Balfoiu-e, fra Will, of Kerkcttill, twa elne 
and anc halve of blak, for a clok and capite bern for the 
Quene, price elne 36 s. fum - - - 4 to o 

Item, Twa elne and anc halve of Scotts black, to lyne the 

famyne clok, price elne 5 s. - - - 0126 

Item, Three quarteris of blak, to fulfil fiirtli the lynyng of 

the Quenis gowne, -• - - - 039 

Item, Fra Amlrou Moubra, 8 elne of braid clath, 6 0<ftobris, 

to ( Over a baith fate to the Queen, price 2 s. 6 d. the cine 016 o 
Item, Fra the I'amyn, 3 elne of braid clath, for a fehete to 

put about the Qiiene in the baith fat, jiricc elne 3 s. fum O 9 o 
Item, h'ra lliibell \Viiliatnfone, be Sandy Wardropare, in 
abfence of Androu Balfoure, 5 Novembris, 5 quarters of 
black, for hofs to the Quene, price elne 40 s. - 2100 

Item, Be .\ndrou Balfoure, fra i)avid Quhiteheid, 3 Decem- 
bris, 7 elne of cramacy latyne, for a kirtele to tlie Quene, 
atul to cover her bonats of tyre, price 3 I. los. fum 24 10 o 
Item, Gevin to a linyth of Leith, for a chimney to the Quenis 

cloiat, - - - - - ot8o 

Item, for banvl-ledder to the Q^ienis furring of her glove.s, 050 
Item, Fra Henry Caicit, be Androu Balfoure, 17 Aprilis, 

5 elne of eriliy gray, price of the ehu* 30 s. to lyne a 
gowne of blali damr-k to the Quene, lum - 7 to o 

Item, Fra Thome of Stanly, 27 Aprilis, anc quarter of blew 

vcllous, to cover the Quenis ftirrup irons, - O 1 5 o 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, 7 Mali, and dcliverit to Caldwell, 
halve ane elne of double tartan, to lyne riding collars to 
the Queen, price 
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Item, For 5 elne of fmall braid clath, for two hed fchets, 

price of the elne. 4 s. - - - too 

Item, Gevin to Caldwell, 12 Junii, to buy 2 balfings for here 

chamber, - - - - - 0126 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfonc, 2 elne of fatyng, for tippats 
and collars, and deliverit to Caldwell, price elne 30 s. 
fum - - - - - -300 

Item, Fra Will, of Rend, ult. Julii, half ane elne and half 
quarter of fatyng, for the Quenis bonat of tyr, price elne 
30 s. - - - - - O 18 9 

Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, 26 Augufti, half ane cine and 
halfe quarter of blak, for 2 pair of hofs to the Quene, 
price cine 34 s. - - - - 113 

Item, Given to heed futor, for the Quenis fchonne, fra Saint 

Jelys day* was a yere, to the 21ft day of Septembre, 700 
Item, Fra Will, of Kerkettil, and deliveret to Caldwell the 

famyn tyme, ane elne of fatyne, for ftomoks to the Quene, i 10 o 
Item, Fra Roger of Murray, the halve of 5 quarters of 

vellous, for a tippat to the Qwne, price elne 50 s. i ti 3 

Item, For armyne, to lyne a ftomok to the Quene, - 150 

Item, To Thome Skynnare, for 26 belles of grece, to lyne 

a tippat to the Quene, price - - - 160 

Item, For making me tippat, and two ftomoks, - 030 

Item, For a mefs bucke to the Quenis alter, at her command, 

by Captain John Cat, - - - 10 13 4 


Summa totalis, L. 113 1 6 


Things coft for my Lordc the Prince. 


L. s. d. 

Imprimis, To my Ia)rde Prin*c, 28 Augufti, from Robert 
Nut, 5 elne of holland clath, for farks and muchifs, price 
elne 10 s. fum - - - - 2 10 o 

Item, Fra Thome Malcolme, ultimo Augufti, 5 quarters of 

quhite, to lyne a cot to my Lorde, - - 020 

Item, Fra Donald of Kyle, 3 quarters of broune for a coat, 

price cine 30 s. - - - - 126 
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Item, The famyn time, fra Thome Malcotete, 3 cine of 
quhite, for his credile, and ftuffe pertcynyng thairto, price 
einc 2S. - - - - - 0 -6 O' 

Item, Gevin to Androu Balfoure, laOftobris, to buy la 
elnc of lyning for a fehets to my Lord’s nurifs, - o 10 4 

Item, Six cine of fmall braid clath, for his fehets, price 4 s. 

fum - - - - - -140 

Item, tertio Februarii, for anc elnc of quhite, to be hofs to 

my Lorde, - - - - 030 

Item, From Thome of Stanly, a elnc of laune, for my 

Lordes muchifs, price elne las. - - 14b 

Item, Fra Thome of Yare, ane elnc of Carfaye, - o 13 4 

Item, 30 Februarii, for ane elne of quhite, tor my Lorde 

Prince’s pettycote, price 4 s. - - - 040 

Item, Fra Dick Foreftare in Leith, 3 dulanc of Eftland burds, 

for my Lorde’s chalmer, price of the dufane 15 s. a 5 o 

Item, To my Lorde Prince, for his farks, 3 elnc of braid 

clath, tanc fra Ifabell Williamfone’s tone, price elne 4 s. o la o 
Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, quarto Aprilis, two elne and 
ane halve of Franche brounc, to cover my Lorde’s cradile, 
price elnc 30 s. - - - - 3150 

Item, For 4 elne and ane halve of tartane, for a Iparwort 

aboun his crcdill, price elne ib s. - - a 5 b 

Item, F, levin elnc of braide clath, for farks and fehets tanc, 
fra Ifabell Williamfone, to my Lorde Prince, price tine 
4 s. fum - - - - - 346 

Item, h'ra Will, of Rend, to bind my lord’s courtings, ane 

and a halve quarter of bukrame, - -10 

Irem, For 8 elne of quhite, to my Lord, for blankets, 

price of the elne 3 s. - - - - 140 

Item, Be Androu Balfoure, fra Thome of Yare, a8 Junii, 

3 elne and ane halve of Inglis rulTat, for a gowne to my 
Lord the Prince’s nurifs, price elnc 24 s. - 44b 

Item, Ten elne of' quhite fuftiane, for b^kets to my Lorde, 
tane fra Will, of Renil, price elne a s. 8d. fum - 400 

Item, 12 elne of braid clath, for a pair of fehets, tane fra 

Will, of Rend, price elne 2 s. 6 d. - - 1100 

Item, To my Lorde Prince, fra Will, of Kerkcttill, 5 cine 
of braid clath to his fehets in his cradill, price 2 s. 6 d. 
fum - - - - - - 0126 

Item, Fra Will, of Kerkettill, 26 Julii, 8 elne of holland 
clath, for larks and muchifs, price elne I os. - 400 

s s s 2 Item, 
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Item, Fra Ifabell Williamfone, lexto Oftolxris, 2 elnc of 
fatyne, to his cot, price elne 36 s. - - 3 12 o 

Item, Fra the famyn, ane elne and ane half of blew tartane, 

to lyne his gowne of a clath of gold, - - x 10 o 

Item, Twa elnc and ane halve of quhite, for a night-cot to 
him, - - - ---050 

Summa totalis, (Prince), L. 41 t 8 
. (Xing), 118 18 6 

(Queen), 113 i 6 

Sum total of the three accounts, L. 273 1 8 

Due to balance, 2967 18 i 
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N“ XX. Edward IF to Dr. Leg A his embajfador in Scotland^ 
1477. Vefp. C. XVI, f. 121. 

R. 

MAISTER Legh. Where as our brother and coiifin the king of 
Scotts defircth a manage to be had, betwixt our brother of Clarence 
and a fuftre of the faid king of Scotts ; And another manage alfo to 
be had, between our fuftre the Duchelle of Burgoign, and the Due of 
Albany his brother; Ye ftial fay, that forfomoch as this defir procedeth 
of his entier love and afFeftion anempft us, we thanke hym as hertily 
as we can. And forfomoch allb as, aftre the old ufaige of this our 
royalme, noon eftat ne perfon honnorable communeth of manage 
within the yerc of their doole, We therfor as yit can not convenientcly 
Ipeke in this mater. Nathclas when w'c lhal finde tyme covenable, 
we lhal feel their difpoficions, and theruppon fhewe unto hym the fame 
in all goodely haft. 

Item, where as we have other tymes addrefled our lettres millives 
unto Sir Robert Conftable, for reftitucion of the goods of Thomas 
Y arc, we nowe have fent for hym, by prive leal, to come unto us in 
his own perfon, and to Ihcwe caufc why the faid reftitucion is not doon. 

Item, in tlie matier concernyng the robbery of the tenaunts of Sir 
John Carlill, and other of th’ obcilfance of our faid brother king of 
Scotts, ye lhal fay that we have written unto our brother the Due of 
Glouceftre, wardeyn of our weft marches, that he lhal lee due reforma- 
cion to be had, according to right and cuftome of the faid marches. 

R 
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N* XXI. From the old chronicle at the end ofJViniont MS. 

Reg. 1 7 D XX. 

A. D. 1400. Difccfit bifehop Walter Traile of Sanft Androis, 
and the nixt yer folowand was the batell ftrykin of Nelbyt miiir : and 
that famyn yeir was the ferd mortalyte. 

1402. Was the batell of Homyldone; and the nixt yer folowand 
was the batell of Schrewfbery and Coklaw. 

1405. Was the defeeas of king Robert the Thrid. 

1406. Was the brinnyng of Stirlyng. 

1413. Begane the univerfyte in Sanft Androis. (The batch of 
Hairlaw 1411.) 

1419, Was the palTage of ' the erle of Buchan, and Wigton, in 
France : and that famyn yer was the dry fomer ; and the nixt yer 
folowand was the fyft mortalyte, the qwhilk was callit the Qwhew. 

1421. Was the batell of Bolgee. 

1423. Was the coronatioun of James the firft, and of his fpoufc at 
Scone, 

1433, And in the moneth of Julij, was the blak hour generall. 

1436. Was the firft fege of Roxburgh be king James the firft : an»l 
the nixt fafteryngs ewyn he was flayne in Sanft J onftoun, be the erle ol 
Atliolle’ fone and air, and Robert Grayme, tratours, and thcar com - 
plices. 

1436. Was the coronatioun of king James the fecund with rede 
fcheik, callit J ames with the fyr in the face, he beaml bot fax yer aid 
and ane half, in the abbay of Halyrudhoufe, quhar now his banys 
lyis. 

1439. fhe dcir fummyr, for the boll of meill was for xxiiii s. 
and the boll of malt for ii merkis, and the boll of quheit for xxx s. 
and mony deit for hungyr. 

1 440. W as hedy t erle Wilyem of Dowglace, and David his brother, 
and Malcom Flemyng lord of ICummernald, James the fecund beand 
Juftice, 

f45i. Began the univerfite in Glalgw, purcheft be bifthoip Turn- 
bull, And that ilk yeir was the firft pardon of Glafgow, of full re* 
miilloun, as in the yer of grace, and leftyt four moneths, purcheft be 
the lamyn bifehoip William Turnbull. 

1454, Deit that bifehoip Wilyem Turnbull, to quhomc fuccedit 
bifehoip Androw Durrilliur. 

1460, And thrid day of Auguft, deit king James the fecund at 
Roxburgh, be the brekyn of on his awyn gunnis, at ftraik him to 

deid. 
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dcid, at the (crund fege of Roxburgh; and he was erddit in Halyrud- 
houfc. On the fanft Laurence day, nixt folowand the deces of James 
the fecund, was king James the Thride his fonc crownyt in Kclfo, he 
beand ancht yeris of eld anil ane Italf. 

(14^3. Jhone of Dowglacc was flayne in Edynburgh, and erlfc 
James his brother was chafyr in Ingland.) 

1469. J ames the Thrid of Scotland, the xiii day of Julij, was maryit 
in Halyrudhoufe in gret dignite, with Margaret with the king’s 
clouchter of Norway, Dafie, and Swafie, and Denmerk : and that 
famyn ycir was banyfyt the lord Bowde, and Scliir Alexandur, lord 
and knycht, was hcdyt in Edynburgh. 

( 1463. Alexander duke of Albany was tane on the fe be the Inglilh- 
men, and honorabilly deliverit for the inltance of his brother king 
James be king Edward in Ingland.) 

1471. Drownyt the bifchoipis of Sandt Androis’ barge. 

1479. James the Thred banyfit Alexander his brother, duke 
of Albany : and palfyt in France, and was maryit thar ; and after that 
come in Ingland, and maid his refidence with king Edward of Ing- 
land. And than the king of Scotland gart fege Dunbar the Dukis caf- 
tell, and the lord of Bunterdaill was capitane, and he and his Hall away 
be tlie le, and fo the king gat the caftell. And that ycr was mony 
wechcs and warlois brint on Crag Gayt ; and Jhone the erle of Mar, 
the king’s brother, was flayne becaus thai faid he faworyt the weches 
and warlois. 

1480. Raife anc gret wer betwix Ingland and Scotland ; and that 
yer the erle of Anguys with gret power ofScotts paflyt in Ingland, anti 
brynt Balmburgh, and lay tlire nycis and thrc dais in Inglaml. And 
that yer was gret tempefl of wedder, for ane gret llorme began at 
New ycir day, and leflyt quhill the xxvi day of Marche : the morn 
after our lady ilay in lenterin the ftorme brek. And nixt Beltyn day 
aftir was ewill beltyn day. 

1482. Thar was ane gret hungyr and deid in Scotland, for the boll 
of meill was for tour jninds ; for thar was blak cunye in the realm, 
ftrikkin and ordinyt be king James the Thred, half-pennys, and three- 
penny pennys, innunterabill, of coppir. And thai yeid twa yer, and 
mair. And als was gret wer betwix Scotland and Ingland, and gret 
diftniclioun throw the weris was of come and catell. And thai twa 
thyngs caufyt bayth hungar and derth, and mony pur folk deit of hun- 
gar. And that tamyn ycir, in the moncth of J uiij, the king of Scotland 
purpofyt till half paflyt in Ingland with the power of Scotland, and 
paflyt on gaitwart to Lawdyr : and thar the lords of Scotland held thar 
confeill in the kirk of Lawdcr, and cry it downe the blak filver; and 
thai flew ane p.irt of the king’s houfeld, and other part thai banyfyt : 
and thai tuke the king himfelf, and thai put him in the caftell of 

Edynburgh 
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Edynburgh in firm kepjmg, for he wrocht msur the confaell of his 
houlald, at war hot fympill, na he did of thame that war lordds. And 
he was hakfyn in m caftell of Edmburgh fra the Magdalyne day 

3 uhill Michadmefi. And than the wi&all grew better chaip, for 
le boil tb»( ^ fix’ four punds was than fot xau s. of quhyt 
fUTcr. 
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N* XXil. Pacijicallon of Blacknefs. (April 1488.) Records 
of Parliament, Regifter Office, Kdiaburgh*. 

THIR ar the articles, uppone the qxihilk our Soveraiu Lord fall gif 
commilTioun imder his gret lele to the lordis underwritten, That is to 
fay the Bifchop'of Aberdcn Chancellar, the Erlis of Huntlie, Erole, 
Merfchiale, I^rd Glammys, and Alexander Lindcfay, to comonc 
conclude and end with thir lordis followanil, That is to fay the Bifchop 
of Glafgvv, the Erlis of Angus, F-rgile, l^ord Halis, I xird Lile, the 
quhilkis lordis fall haffe full comniifrioun of my Lord Prince, and of 
all the lordis being with him. 

In the firil, to comone and conclude that the Kingis hie honor, 
eftate, rialc autorite, be exaltit, confervit, and borne up ; at he may ex- 
hers jiillice univerfally to all his liegis in all the pertis of bis realm. 

Item. At his mailt noble perfon be at all tymes in honor, lecuritie, 
and Ifedome ; and at thar be prelatis, erlis, lordis, and baronis, and 
utheris perfones of wifdomc, prudence, and of gud dilpofition, and 
iinfufjjeft to his hienes, and cvinly to all his liegis, dayly about his 
nobil perfoun, to the gud giding of his realme and lieges. 

Item. That all the perfons being about my Lord Prince, that has 
in tym bygane done difplefl'our to his hienes, male honorabile and 
agreabile amendis to his hienes, be the wifdome and difcrctione of the 
laid lordis, thar liffis, heretage, and ht)nouris except. 

Item. That the Kingis hienes fall gift' honorabill fuftentatioun and 
levin to my Lord Prince his fone, at the confulcratione of the faidis 
lordis. 

Item. At wife lordis, and honorabill perfons of wildome and dif- 
cretioun, evinly and of gud difpofitioun, fal be dayly about my Lord 
Prince, for the gud governance of him, and lecurite of his perfon in 
his tender age. 

Item. To avifs, comone, and conclude, how my Lord Prince fall 
in all tymes to cum be obedient to his faider the King, and how that 
faiderly luff and tendernes fall at all tymis be had betwex thamc. 

Item. How the lordis and uthir perfons being about my Lord 
Prince fall haf our Soverane Lordis favoris, and grace, and hertly for- 
gevinnys ; and thar perfons to be in fecuritc, as bell can be divilit be 
the laid lordis, for cny difplelTour done to the Kingis hienes in ony tym 
bygane, 

• Firft publiflied by Dr. Henry, in the appendix to his fifth volume, 410 : but it 
had efcaped the author, who little expedted any thing new in the worthy dodlor’s 
compilation from trivial authorities. It reftifio a miilake in this w'ork, that the 
prince was not then in tjic hands of the peers. 
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Item. At my Lord Prince fall tak in hertlie &voris all lordis fpiri- 
tual »)d temporale, and all utheris perfons that has ben with the Kingis 
hienes in confale, or uthir fcrvice, now in this tyme of truble. 

Item. At al difcentions and difcordis, now ftandand or beand 
betuex any lordis or gret baronis, of baitli the pertis, fal be drawin be 
the wifdomc of the laid lordis to unite concord, fa that luff and favour 
may ftand ymangis oure Soverane Lordis liegis. And peax to be had, 
and juftice to proced •, and fpecialy betubt the Eric of Buchain and 
LordLile, &c. 

Simed by the king’s own hand, and prefented in the firll par> 
Uamcnt or James IV. 
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N® XXIII. Prefeni State of the Scotijh Re cor (is. 

Art. I. Curfory View of the State of the Records of Scotland, tranf- 
mitted to John Pinkerton, Efq. 5 July, 1796 *. 

In obedience to M'. Pinkerton’s Letter of the ult®. I have con- 
fumed the principal part of feveral days in going over what Notes I 
am poflefled of, in rnaking enquiries at the different offices, and in 
examining the Hate of our various Records ; and now tranfmit to him 
in the following pages the information which I have obtained. 


RECORDS OF PARLIAMENT. 

THE oldeff volumes of the Parliamentary Record are in a ftate fo 
frail, fiom the wafte of time, and want of proper care, that, unlcfs 
the utmoft attention is paid in turning over the folios, parts of tliem 
are apt to be loft by the operation. About five years ago, I ex- 
amined every leaf of the three or four firft volumes j but fince that 
time tlie Keepers, by the defirc of the Lord Clerk Regifter, prevent 
them from being handled : and M'. William Robertfon is at prefent 
employed in making an Accuiate Copy of them, that they may not 
be entirely loft. 

The firft three Books of the Parliamentaiy Record arc bound up in 
one Volume. The two firft of thefe Books, which contain a part of 
the Regiam Majeftatem, and Afts of Robert III, James I, II, III, arc 
not original, but have been copied in 1487. The Genuine Records 

* This paper, by a William Anderfon *wnttr or attorney in Edinburgh, imperfed 
as it is, may give the reader fome idea of the fubj’cft. Of iJie curious and important 
Chamberlain’s Rolls Mr. A. obferves, independent of their being in much diforder, 
they arc covered with dull, 1 might almoft fay buried in it.” And after the expenfivc 
eredion of that fplendid edifice, the new Regifter Office, the follon lug remark may 
fiirpiize. “ It is a great pity that fuch a valuable Collcdion of KecouU fhould, in a 
manner, be rendered entirely ufelefs to the public, by the expence attending the in- 
fpedion of them, by the ftate in which they arc kept, and by the want of a fmall 
fund, to recompenfe the perfon who would undertake to examine them with attention,” 
I'he cxpence indeed is enormous, to judge from this attorney’s bill, which exceeded 
I'welve Pounds, (not Scotiffi money but ftcrling,) for a trilling labour, which in 
England would have been held richly recompenfed by three or four guineas. 

As the importance of national records is extreme, there ought to be in every country 
a literary inlpedor of the records, independent of the juridical arrangement, to attend 
to the prefervation of the more ancient, and publifti curious extrads. 
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of the Scots Parliament commence with the 3"* Book of this Volume, 
in the Reign of James III, Anno 1466, and go down to the year 1474. 
From this period, to the diflbkition of the Scots Parliament by the 
Union of the Kingdoms, the Record appears to be pretty entire. 
There are in all thirty fix Books, bound up in twenty fix volumes, all 
written on good paper and well bound. Of thefe however the fourr- 
teenth Book, which mult have contained fomc proceedings of Parlia- 
ment in the minority of James VI, is miffing. 

In the general Reglftcr Houfe there arc alfo preferved feveral bundles 
of Looje Parliamentary Records-, for inftance Commiffions to Parliament 
in laft Centufy* and debates in Dilputed Eledions, &c. Befides the 
volumes above-mentioned there are fome Decreets of Forfeiture in Par- 
liament, in Annis 1685, & 1690 — 5. 

There are alfo feveral Records of the Committee of EJiates, during 
the Common-wealth and Protedlorate : but for want of binding, their 
Condition is fo bad, that they cannot be properly looked into. 

RECORDS OF SECRET COUNCIL. 

Of this Record there are a confiderable number of volumes ; feveral 
of which arc depofited in the General Regifter Houfe, in the cullody of 
MelT*. Robertfons— others of them are kept in the Judiciary office 
by M*. Norris. The oldeft, as M'. Pinkerton obferves, commences 
6“' June 1545, and ends s'* Auguft 1547. Many of them however 
are loft. 


GREAT SEAL RECORD. 

The oldeft Record of Charters, &c. paffing, the Great Seal, which 
is now known to exift, is a Roll of Robert I, about the 1316*. There 
are, as I am informed, twelve of thefe Rolls, fome of which have 
only about twenty, others one hundred and twenty charters. They 
arc all written on parchment: and the Charters they contain arc granted 
by Robert I, David II, Robert II, and III. 

The firft Book of this Record is bound in red turkey; and contains 
about three hundred and twenty charters : fome of them granted by 
David II, from the 33', to the 41*', year of his reign, and others 
granted by Robert II. 

The fecond volume contains charters granted by King James I; but 
the Record of very few of his Charters has been preferved. It alfo 
a])pcars that the greateft part of the Charters by James II, and III, 


* A Scoticiim for Hbt year 1316. 
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have been loft. Thofe granted by James IV, on the contrary, Icem 
to be complete} for there are Regiftrcd Charters, which have been 
granted in every year of his long reign, which is far from being the cafe 
with thofe of his predcceflbrs. A good many alfo of thofe granted 
by James V have periftied. Queen Mary's feem to be tolerably entire; 
and from the reign of James VI downwards, it is thought the whole 
are extant. 


PRIVY SEAL RECORD. 

The Privy Seal Record, in the General Regifter Houfe, confifts of 
about ii6 volumes. It begins’ in the year 1499; and ends about the 
middle of laft century. 

This Record is a great repertorium of curiofity ; and from this 
fource the accurate narrator of fafts in hiftory might reap fuperior ad- 
vantages, as almoft every tranfadion within ^the kingdom, wordiy of 
tlie fmallcft notice, was in thole times the objeft of a Royal Letter. 
Every improvement in fcicnce, every invention tending to comfort or 
utility, was made the fubjeft of a patent under the Privy Seal, fo that 
by the Inveftigation of this Record the introdudion of many of the 
arts into this kingdom, fuch as printing, &c. might be clearly aiccr- 
tained. 


RECORDS OF SESSION. 

Prior to the inftitution of the College of Juftice, 1537 * there were 
itinerant courts, which adminiftered Juftice in different parts of the 
kingdom. The oldeft Record of their decreets begins in Od'. 1478. — 
Thefe are continued down pretty regularly, till the Court was eftablifticd 
in its prelent form. Only a few of the Ads and Decreets of the Court 
of Sefllon have been loft; but it is fuppofed they will jiever merit the 
inveftigation of ^n Hiftorian, being exceedingly voluminous, and re- 
Uiting to nothing but the adjuftment of private right. 


RECORDS OF JUSTICIARY. 

Thefe volumes prefent much entertainment to the reader, who does 
not ferioufly refled on the Angular oppreflion of the Criminals, parti- 
cularly the poor Witches. The firft volume commences 1 8 November 
1514. But the reafons and arguments, and narration of fads, very 
feldom appear in the Record, till towards the conclufion of that cen- 
tury. One or two volumes towards the beginning arc wanting. 
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EXCHEQUER RECORDS. 

There arc depoTiced in « 3 »e Rcgifter Office, under the Cuftody of 
the Clerks , in Exchequer, the Rolls of the Chambcrlun’s Accounts, 
from 1326 downwards, to die Amount of about 220, in a pretty regular 
feries *. There arc not any other very old Records in their poffcflion. 
But the MelT*. Robertfons have the charge of many documents pe- 
culiar to Exchequer i fuch as. The Record of Signatures beginning in 
1561, proceedings in the Court of Exchequer anno 1584, Rentals of 
the Royal Property, as far back as 1479 • Accounts of Cuftoms 1 5 10 ; 
Accounts of the Army and Houfchold Expence, 1511, &c. 

CHANCERY. 

Befides Retours of fervices preferved in Chancery, there are therein 
kept what arc called the Rejfondee Books, which' Ipecify the Sums due 
to the Crown or Prince, at the entry of an heir, &c. &c. and colleded 
by the Sheriffs of the different Counties. Thefe commence anno 1587. 
The Retours commence about the year 1 547 : but there is a great 
Chafm from 1549 to 1600 j and the Record is very irregular, as many 
Rctours, of dates both prior and poftcrior to 1547, have been, and 
ftill are, recorded in thclc volumes. 

By Decreet of the Court of Seffion, the Record of Charters paffing 
the Great Seal was fcveral years ago removed from this Office, and 
placed under the Charge of the Meff”. Robertfons. 

ADMIRALTY. 

There exift Records of this Court, from 11597 downwards, in good 
Condition, which are kept, for the greater fecurity, in the General 
Regifter Houfe. One or two volumes prior to that date have perilhed. 
The Court, as it at prefent ftands, was eftablilhed ann« 1681. 

COMMISSARY. 

The Records of this Court are preferved from the period of its in* 
ftitution. At Icaft it was eftablilhed, in its prefent form, by Queen 
Mary’s Gift of the 8“ Feb’" 1563; and the firft Minute Book or the 
Record commences 3 May 1564. 

It is imagined that the Records of the more antient Confrftorial 
Courts were cither carried off, or deftroyed, at the Reformation. 

* The Trcafurcr’s and Comptroller’s Accompts probably commence about the year 
1424* when James I inftituted the former office. 
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Befides thcfc there are Records of Safines, Bonds, Hornings, Ad- 
judications, Baptifms, Records of the General Aflcmbly, &c. But 
which, it is fuppofed, cannot be very beneficial to the Hiftorian. 

Perhaps I might add that a very conliderable degree of accurate 
information might be obtained by perufing the difierenc chartularies of 
Ancient Monafteries, which are to be found in the Lawyers library, 
and ellewhere j fuch as that of Aberdeen, Dryburgh, Arbroath, &c. &c. 
but the expence neceflarily attending inveftigations of that nature will, 
I am afraid for ever prevent their being performed. 

Art. II. Extraft from The Cafe of Sir James Johnftone of Wcfterhall, 
Baronet, claiming the Titles, Honours and Dignities of Marquis 
of Annandale, &c. Prefented to the Houfe of Lords, 1794. 

Refpefting the prefent State of the Public Records of Scotland. 

Before ftating the Evidence concerning the Relation of Matthew, 
the firft of the Claimant’s Line, to the Family of Annandale, it is 
proper to obferve, that although the Records of Scotland, in fo far 
as concerns Charters, Safines, and Rctours, arc now very regularly 
kept ; yet it was not till the year 1617 that an aft pafled, appointing a 
Public Rcgifter to be kept for all Safines, Reverfions, &c. and declaring 
the fame to be ineffeftual againft third parties, unlefs recorded therein, 
within 60 days. 

And with refpeft to the Regiftcr of Retours, it was not the praftice 
in more ancient times to lodge them in chancery, they remained in 
the hands of the private parties ; and the firft Retour appearing in the 
Records of Chancery is dated 1“ February 1547; but there were many 
Retours expede after that period, which do not appear in thcfc Records. 

The Records of the Great Seal, in which Charters were inferted, 
were more regularly kept, but it frequently happened that the Parties 
carried away their Charters, before they were entered in the Record } 
and though they fometimes brought them back afterwards to be re- 
corded, yet very often they did not, and the time of bringing them 
back was various; fo that Charters are not always recorded in the 
Books according to their dates, but thofe of a prior date arc frequendy 
inferted after thofe of a pofterior date. 

It is material in the prefent Cafe to obferve, that the Book, which 
has been numbered IV, of the Records of Charters, ends with a Charter 
dated the 27*“ June 1452, and the Book now numbered V, begins with 
a Charter, dated the 5*“ Auguft 1458 j fo that a part of the Records 
has been loft, as there is an interval of fix years, in which no Book 
now exifts, in which Charters are found recorded. A few are found 
in Book V. which though dated during that interval, are inferted among 
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pofterior Charters; but only two of thefc are dated preceding January 
'1458, one dated 25*^ Oftober 1456, and another dated 6*'' December 
that year. 

It was only by .im‘a£t iti*‘ July 1672, that a Regulation was made 
apjrointing all Charters, &c, which pafs the Great and Privy Seal, to 
be regillered in the Regifters of thefc Seals before the Seals be appended 
to them, and fuch Regiftration to be marked thereon by the writers to 
the different Seals. 

The Privy Seal Records are not prefcrved of an older date than 1499. 

The Signet, properly ipeaking, has no Record. It is the place 
where the Original Signatures or Warrants of Charters ought to be 
deirofited, but none of thefc are to be found prior to 1607 j and thefc 
Signatures often remained in the private Cuftody of the Keeper of the 
Signet, and pafling to his Reprelentatives, were generally loft. 

The Record of Safines begins in 1617, in terms of the aft of Pjir- 
liament before referred to. 

The Records of Parliament are very imperfcft, and many Books 
are wanting, particularly about the period of 1455. 

The Records of the Privy Council, are not jjrefcrved further back 
than 1545, and fubfequent to that year many intermediate Books arc- 
wanting. 

The Record of Signatures in Exchequer begin in i'66 1., and although 
fome of an older date are prefcrved, yet they are few in number. 

This imperfcft ftate of the Records, is partly to be aferibed to neg- 
ligence ; but it is alfo certain, that a great part of the ancient Records 
of Scotland, were carried to England by Oliver Cromwell ; and it is 
ftated in the Report of the Court of Seflion to your Lordlhips, ay*** 
February 1740, that when the Regifters, which had been carried to 
England during the ufurpation, were fcnt back to Scotland by Sea 
after the Reftoration, no lefs than Eighty five hoglheads, which in a 
Storm were taken out of the Eagle Frigate, and put into another veflel, 
were all of them loft by the wreck of that veflel. 

With refpeft to ancient Deeds in the hands of private Individuals, 
befides the lx)fs of many in the Calamities of War and Domcftic 
Commotions, and by various other Caufcs which prevent the prefcrva- 
tion of Private Papers, it became lefs an objeft in Scotland to prefcrve 
old Deeds and writings after the Aft of Parliament had pafled in the 
year 1 6 1 7, by which it was declared that 40 years undifharbed pofleffion, 
upon a Charter and Safine, fhould be held as a complete right to Lands, 
unlefs in certain cafes excepted. 

The greateft deficiency of the Records of Charters and Salines and 
Rctours, is found to be in thofc prior to the year 1 50a 
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N* XXIV. Agreement in Parliament^ between the Queen 

Dowager and the Livingftons,. ^ Se^U 1439. Crawford’s 
Peerage p. 276*. 

THIS Appoyntment, made at StriWlihe, the furd Day of the 
Moneth ©f September, the Yher of our Ix>rd m.cccc.xxxix, propor- 
tis, that it is accordit betwix a right hye and mighti Pfincefle, Jehane 
be the Grace of God Queen of Scotland, on the ta part, and Sir Alex- 
ander of livingfton of Kalentar, Sir William of Cranfton, Knightisi 
James of Livingfton, Son and Heir to the laid Sir Alexander, and 
John of Livingfton, Brother to the aforefaid Sir Alexander, on the 
tother part, with the Avyfe and the Conlcnt of the thre Eftates, beand 
thare in the general Counfele, there halden and gaderit, in fourme and 
manner efter folowande. That is to laye, In the firft, touching the 
Declaracion of the Fame and Worlhip ofthc forefaids Perfons, for the 
Reftridtion of the faid Princefs’Will and Liberte, made be thaym and 
their Afliftance. The faid Princefs, with her Counfele, has ripely 
examinit, and difculTit, the Caufes and the Motyvis, be the whilks the 
forfaid Perfons wstf ftirit to withdraw the forlaid Liberte fra hir, and 
has confident, ai)^: Icnawlegcs, that what thing the faids Perfons did 
in that Matter todc^Qg hir, that did it of gude zele and niotifc, and of 
grete Truth and Leaute thk was in tium, bath tO our Soveryne Lord 
the King and and to the laid Princefs in hir Worfhip : and 

in that Matter and 111 utheris, ScjhdjtM haldes,, and truftis, thatn 
all, and thair Aft^Kiwee tharin, bidh and trewe to hir, doand that 
thing as trew Lieges aw to do forthair Soveryne Lord, and . hir 
Eftate andWorlhip, and nane utherwyle. Item, touching the Dc- 
claracione of the Fame and Worftfhip of the faid Princefle, the fore- 
iiud Sir Alexander,. Sir William, James and Jbhn, and thair forefaid 
Afllftentes, declaris and knawleges in thair I^aute, that thair withdraw- 
ing of whilk Liberte kz hir, and that thai did in that Matter, was nought 
done inVilany, w forVilany, harme,.na Sclandre, to hir Perfonne, 
na for na Lak, Ciyme, na Faute, that thiu, or ony of thaim, wift or 
knewc to hir Woman hede, . but ancrcly for the Sarcte of owr Soveryn 
Lord, the Worfehip of Mr Perfone, and the Common Gude of the 
Reammc. Atour for fa mikle as the faid Princefle, be the occaliounc 
of whilk wididrawing of Liberte fra hir, confaved griefcand di^lcfance 
again the faids Sir Alexander, Sir WilUaro, James and John, and thair 

♦ This curious paper was omitted in its proper place, and ought to have been.* 
noticed in the text under this year. 

VOL. u u u XI . Afliftantes^,^ 



^14 APPENDIX. 

Aflifl-antcs, confidcring that whilk thing was done of glide zclc and 
motif, as before is declared, Scho has remittit, and removes, all the 
faide grief and. difpleafance, .that fcho confavit agayn thaim or ony of 
tbaim, for the forefaid Caiife, or dn^ uthcr done or faid in time be- 
ganc ; and forther out forth that the faid Princefle had fuUe declara- 
efone, and varry witting of trouth and leautc, that was and is in the 
forfaid Sir Alexander, and all the other Perfones for written, in mare 
appert takin ofTraifte and haftlinefs in time cummyng, fcho has, be 
the Avyfe of the faids thre Eftates, committit to the laid Sir Alexan- 
der’s keping our faid Soveryne Lord the King, hir derraft Son, unto 
the time of. his Age j and lent to him, for his Refidence for the laid 
tyme, her Caftel of Strivylyne, and aflignit to the faid Sir Alexander, 
to the uphald of our faid Soveryn Lord, and his Sillris, in the forfaid 
Caftel, to his faid Age iiii” Markis of the ufuale Monee of Scotlande, 
the whilkis war afignit to hir be the faid dire Eftates, and for the fame 
Caufe. Alfua the faid Princefle fal have accelTe to vifit our faid 
Soveryn Lord liir Son, in the faid Place, with unfulpedt Perlbnis, at 
hir liking, as is accordit betwix thaim. Item, for die mair fikernes, the 
faid Princefle fal mak fic Lordis as are hir Men and rctenewe, at the 
defyre of the faid Sir Alexander, and of the Perfonis beforwritten, gif 
the forfaid Sir Alexander and Perfonis thair Letters under thair Sealis, 
that gif the laid Princefle cummis in the contrar of ony of the Ap- 
pointment accordit in this 'Writ, that thai fal nought aflift to hir, na 
be in contrar of him, na of the faids Perfonis in thsi. Materis ; but crar 
with him and them, .in the fulfilling thereof. And the faids Lordis, 
that arc Men and Rctenew to hir, fal be oblyft in thair faids Letters; 
that thai fal nouther do na fay, to the faid Sir Alexander, na to the 
faid Perfonis, na thair Airifl:cnts,,<na procure to be done, na fay to him, 
na thaim, Schamc, Vilany, nw Harme, in ony wyft for the forfaid 
Caufe. Item, gif it happins, as God forebide, that our Ikid Soveryn 
Lord deceefe, or that he cum to his faid Eld, the faid Sir Alexander 
fal reflave the forfaid PrincefTe in hir forfaid Caftel frely, with many, 
or Fewe, at hir Plcfance j likeas he is oblifte to hir of before be his 
Letters. Item, give it happenis the faid Sir Alexander to decefe 
within the faid Age of our for&id Soueryn I/>rd, his faid Son and 
Ayr, and all the Perfons forwritten, or that lal be in the faid Caftel, 
fal be oblifte to delyver the faid Caftel freli to hir, togidder with our 
faid Soueryn Lord, withoutten obftakle or deitiande at hir defyre, and 
alking, outhcr be hir worde or her Letters under hir Sdc ; fa that nOuthcr 
the faid Sir Alexander, Sir William, James and John, be nought the 
neirar the Decde, be the miene of the faid Princefle, hir Procuracione 
or Servants. To the whilkis all and fundry things forefaid, leleli and 
truili to be kepit irithout Fraude or GiJe, the faid Princefle and Sir 
Alexander, Sir William, James and John, the haly EvangeHs touchit, 
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has geven thair boililie Aiths : and the faid PrinceflTe and Sir Alexander 
has cnterchangeably to this Writ indentit, fet thair Seeks, togidder' 
with the Seeks of reuerendes Fadres in Crift, John, John, John, and 
Michael, be the Grace of God Bilhojpis of Glafgu, Murreve, Roi^ 
and Dunblane, for the part of. theCkrgy; and the Signet of ahye 
and mighti Lord William Erl of Douglas, havand the force and me 
eifed of his Seek ; the Seek of a Noble Lord, Sir Alexander Lord of 
Gordon, procurit be the Lord of Crechton Chancellor of Scotland for 
him, in abfence of his own Seek, and for the fud Lord of Gordon 
for himfclf ; and the Seek of a Nobk Lord, Sir Walter Lord of Dirl- 
ton, for the part of the Barouns ; and the Seeks of James of Parck, 
Commiflare of Linlithgu, and of a venerable Fader in Crifte, David 
Abbot of Cambufkynneth, procured be William of Cranfton Burges 
and Commiflare of Edinburgh, aitd Andrew Rede Burges and Com- 
miflare of Innerncs, Day, Year, and Place, before writen, 'for the 
part of the Burrows. 
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N® XXV. Declaration of the Parliament concerning the 
faughter of Douglas^ t.z fune 1452*. ms. Advocates 
Library, W 6. 44. 

Dcclaratio Trium Regni: Statuum Parliamenti, pro Regc, de morte- 

Comitis dc D. 

PRELATI, Duces, Comites, Magnates, Proceres, Barones, Cm- 
tatum et Burgorum Commiilkrii, tres Regni Status reprelcntantes, in 
parliamento apud burgum de Ed. xii* die menlis Junii, Anno Dni.. 
M* iiii' lii, tento et inchoato, prelentes, Univerfis et fingulis perfideli- 
bus, ad quorum notitias prcfentes literae pcrvenerint, Salutemiij omnium 
Salvatore. Screniflimus Princcps, Jacobus Dei Gratia Scotorum Rex, 
in dido fuo parliamento prcfedens, alTeruit ad ejus dcvenifle notitiam, 
quod certi emuli et rebelles fui, extra et infra rcgnum fuum, famam 
fuam denigrate et blafphemare conantcs, temere et inique aflcrere mo- 
liuntur, eundem Supremum Dominum nodrum Regem quondam Wil". 
Comitcm de Douglas, fub Ijpeciali refpcduatione f, et certis aliis fccu- 
ritatibus, occidilie. (^am blalphemiam idem Sereniffimus Dns. nofter. 
mokfte ferens,-. Tres Status regni fui,. in dido |gdkniento prelentes, 
inftanter requiiivit, ut ad fuam innocentlam dedKi^daqi fuper pne- 
miflis, ac etiam fuper occalionibus, caulis, et motivis, mortis didi 
Comitis, veritatem inquirerent ; et defuper exprel&m Declarationem, 
ad futuram rei memoriam, iub antedido documento conBcere vellent. 
Tres veto Status pnedidi,. attendentes prxfaxam requifitionem tarn 
jullam, quam potens in odore bonte fumx quam filus et fidis blaf- 
phemiis extat * * gaudendi, ad inquifitionem pnemilTorum, digefta et 
magna maturitate, procedentes; ac propterea ad partem, et extra 
prcfentiam pra:fati Sercniffimi Principis, quaslibet pars didorum Trium 
Statuum, dimittendo et in lingulis domibus llbi aOlgnatis confedendo, 
“•c examinationes defuper facientes, tandem ex Claris depofitionibus et 
relationibus magnorum baronum, precipuorum militum, et nobilium,. 
in magno numero, coram tribus regni Itadbus defuper examinatorum, 
Clare Conftitit, et Probatum Extitit, quod praefatus quondam W. de D. 
fe refpeduationem.aliquam, aut aliquas, a dido eximio Domino Rcge, 
die precedente mortem fuam, Ulis rclpeduationi et fecuritatibus, coram 
multitudine baronum, prsecipuorum militum, et nobilium, exprelle 

* This paper was not tranfinitted till the Appendix was almoft printed. . For Tgime 
account of the ms. whence it was copied fee die Appendix to Vol. 11. 
f RtJptBuatu, a fafe-conduft. Du Cange in vtet. 
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renunciavit. Et defupcr ex Uteris, et evidentiis multis, figiUo quondam 
didli Comitis figillatis, in Parliamento pcrleftis, ac aliis clans deduc- 
tionibus, et probationibus, apperte conftitit dc Ligis et Conlpirationi- 
bus, per diftum Comitcm cum certis Rcgni Majoribus, in oppreflionem 
ct offehfam Seren. Regime Majeftatis faftis et initis ; ac rcbcllionibus 
pubUcis per ipfum, ac fuos fratres et complices, frequenter perpetratis. 
Nccnon poft multas perfuafiones dukes, tarn per Regem, quam per 
diverfos barones, ct proceres, ad complaccnd. et afliftand. Regcm 
contra /uos rebeUes, eidem W°. Comiti die mortis fuaefaftasj obftinatia 
tarn perpetua, per eundem W. Comitem Sereniffimo Domino Regi 
oflenlit, (et aliis maleficiis per eundem etiam compertis,) occafionem 
mortis fu® procuraflfe et dedifle videtur. Tres igitur Status prasdifti, 
pnemiflis attends, Exprefle Declarant prajfatum Seren. Dom. Regem 
nullam refpeftuationem, aut aliam fecuritatem, in morte difti quondam 
W. Comitis infrcgifle.feu violafle. Ac etiam, ex pnedidbis Conlpira- 
tionibus, Ligis, Rebellionibus, et Maleficiis, in contemptum et ofFcn- 
fam SereniflimjE Regiae Majeftatis, inverecunde per eund. W. comitem, 
et fuos complices, nequiter geftis, ct perpetratis, occafionem mortis 
fuse procuralle et dediffe. In cujus Declarationis fidem ct teftimo- 
nium, &c. 
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